
The 2019 Annual Report of Trinity Episcopal Church 
 

Presented at the 2020 Annual Meeting 

January 26, 2020:  The Third Sunday after the Epiphany 

 

As he walked by the Sea of Galilee, he saw two brothers, Simon, who is called Peter, and Andrew his brother,  

casting a net into the sea—for they were fishermen.  And he said to them, “Follow me, and I will make you fish for people.” 

Immediately they left their nets and followed him.  

Matthew 4:18-20  (NRSV) 

 

Trinity Episcopal Church 

Founded 1872 in the Diocese of New Jersey 

“To know Christ and to make the Lord known, with joy, faith and service.”  
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Annual Meeting Agenda for January 26, 2020 

o Opening Prayer  

o Appointment of Secretary and Ballot Counters 

o Review and Approval of 2020 Annual Meeting Agenda 

o Nomination Committee 

o Presentation of Slate of Candidates (polls open for 30 minutes) 

o Review and Approval of 2019 Annual Meeting Minutes 

o Address of the Rector 

o Address of the Junior Warden 

o Address of the Senior Warden 

o Address of the TEDS Director 

o Review of Fiscal Year 2019 and Presentation of the 2020 Annual Budget 

o Declaration of Polls Closed 

o Election Results 

o Commissioning of 2020 Warden & Vestry 

o Commissioning of 2020 Diocesan Convention & Northern Convocation 

o Announcements, Acknowledgements & Adjournment 

o Blessing and Sending 

2019 Leadership 

STAFF 

o Rector      The Rev. Andrew David Kruger 

o Interim Director of Music & Organist  Mary Lou Stevens 

o Parish Financial Administrator    Linda I. Kurdilla 

o Parish Office Manager    Marion Nechuta 

o Verger      Anthony Francis Vitale 

o Sunday School Coordinators   Dianne Pecoraro & Marion Nechuta 

o Archivist      Nancy Noonan 

VESTRY LEADERS 

o Senior Warden     John Beier (2019–2020) 

o Junior Warden     Albert Lehmkuhl (2018–2019) 

o Clerk of the Vestry    Linda I. Kurdilla 

VESTRY MEMBERS 

Elizabeth Broccoli (2017–2019) 

Linda Kurdilla (2017–2019) 

Daniel Rivera (2017–2019) 

Marion Nechuta (2018-2020) 

Lisa LaGreca (2018–2020) 

Dr. Arthur Patchett (2018–2020) 

Casey Woodruff (2019–2021) 

Holly Ives (2019–2021) 

Sydney O’Hagan (2019–2021) 

VESTRY APPOINTMENTS 

o Financial Secretary    Sarah & Richard Gregory 

o Treasurer     David Roberts 

o Youth Representative     Charlie Roberts 

DIOCESAN CONVENTION DELEGATES AND ALTERNATES 

Delegates  Tom Kaercher, Linda Kurdilla, Susan Olszewski;  

Alternates  Vicki Goralski, Holly Ives, Tony Vitale 

 

NORTHERN CONVOCATION DELEGATES AND ALTERNATES 

Delegates   Christy Barone, Carol Beier, Vicki Goralski, Holly Ives, Jim Willix, Stephanie Willix  

Alternates  Ralph Bianchini, Stacy Cooney, Lynn Kiamie-Bianchini, Linda Kurdilla   
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Annual Parish Meeting Minutes for Sunday, January 27, 2019 

Opening Prayer  Meeting began at 11:35 AM with a prayer by Fr. Andy.   

     

Quorum  Fr Andy announced we have a quorum so the meeting can begin. 

Address of the Priest–in–Charge  

Fr. Andy thanked the various groups at Trinity. 

--Thanks to all those who served on the Vestry  

--Nancy Noonan for housekeeping and archives 

--Senior and Junior Wardens (and John Zebrowski for his work on the grounds) 

--Worship:  Stacey Cooney, head of the Acolytes 

--Altar Guild: Heather Burnett and her teams 

--LEMs and Lectors: Bonnie Gentesse, Coordinator 

--Mary Lou Stevens for Music Ministry 

--Ushers: Linda Kurdilla and her teams for all they do 

--Verger – Tony Vitale and all his work 

--Teachers – Marion Nechuta and Dianne Pecoraro, co-superintendents 

--Terry Nechuta and the Trinity Men’s Group 

--Nancy Miller and the Women’s Bible Study 

--Coffee Hour: Marion Nechuta and Elizabeth Broccoli 

--Episcopal Church Women:  Holly Ives and Doreen Stromko, Co-Presidents 

--Monthly Fellowship Luncheons:  Joe Bardzilowski, Bonnie Gentesse, Tom Kaercher, and Susan Olszewski 

--Fish & Chip dinner- Bonnie Gentesse, Coordinator; Peter & Courtney Burbela, Chefs 

--Youth Group:  Lisa LaGreca and Dianne Pecoraro 

--Outreach:  Marion Nechuta, Chairperson, and her committee for their weekly and monthly work. 

--Breakfast with Santa: Bonnie Gentesse, Debbie Buli, and Linda Kurdilla, coordinators 

--Canon Clive Sang for Stephen Ministry 

--Dan Rivera for communications and the Trinity website 

--Tom Kaercher for his work on the community profile and news articles 

--Counters:  Carol Willix (Coordinator) and her teams 

--Stewardship Committee and Rich and Sarah Gregory (Financial Secretary) 

--Finances:  Dave Roberts (Treasurer) and Linda Kurdilla 

--TEDS - Nancy Ditzel, Executive Director 

--And everyone not listed above! 

 

Appointment of Secretary and Ballot Counters  

Fr. Andy appointed Linda Kurdilla as Secretary.  Counters will be Sarah and Richard Gregory and Stephanie and Jim Willix. 

 

Review and Approval of 2019 Annual Meeting Agenda  

Fr. Andy made a motion; Cathy Rossi seconded; unanimously approved. 

 

Nomination Committee  

--Senior Warden:  Since John Beier is the only candidate, Fr. Andy made a motion to vote him in.   

   Diane Pecoraro seconded the motion and it was unanimously approved.    

--Vestry:  There are now two 2-year-terms to fill (for Kirstin O’Connor and John Beier) and three 3-year terms  

    to fill (for Marion Nechuta, Art Patchett, and Dianne Pecoraro).  The 3 people who get the most votes will fill the  

    3-year terms and the next 2 will fill the 2-year terms. 

 

Presentation of Slate of Candidates (polls open for ½ hour)  

Parishioners were asked if there was anyone who wanted to run for Diocese Convention or Northern Convocation delegates.   

Vicki Goralski said she would like to run for Northern Convocation, so all were instructed to add her name to the ballot. 
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Declaration of Polls Closed  

At 12:03 PM, Dave Burnett made a motion to close the polls; Nancy Noonan seconded. Unanimously approved. 

Review and Approval of 2018 Annual Meeting Minutes  

Unanimously approved. 

 

Wardens’ Address  

--Senior Warden Dave Burnett congratulated John Beier on becoming the new Senior Warden.  He commented  

    on the strength of Trinity Church during the 16 months between priests and thanked Al Lehmkuhl, the office staff  

    (Tony Vitale, Linda Kurdilla), and Dave Roberts for their hard work. 

--Fr. Andy presented a gift to Dave Burnett and Dianne Pecoraro for serving on the Vestry. 

 

Review of Fiscal Year 2018 and Presentation of the 2019 Annual Budget  

Dave Roberts fielded questions about the 2019 Annual Budget 

--Endowment Fund:  Shares went down 7.5% 

--Edward Jones account - matching funds 

--Surplus of $20,000:  Some is from identified givers.  Pension money will also be taken out for Fr. Andy. 

 

A motion to accept the annual budget was made by Fr Andy, seconded by Bonnie Gentesse, and unanimously approved. 

 

Election Results  

Senior Warden: John Beier 

 

Vestry members: 

3-year term: Holly Ives, Sydney O’Hagan, Casey Woodruff  

2-year term: Marion Nechuta, Art Patchett 

 

Diocese Convention:   Delegates: Tom Kaercher, Linda Kurdilla, Susan Olszewski;  

     Alternates: Holly Ives, Tony Vitale, Vicki Goralski 

 

Northern Convocation:   Delegates: Christy Barone, Carol Beier, Vicki Goralski, Holly Ives, Jim Willix, Stephanie Willix;  

     Alternates: Stacy Cooney, Linda Kurdilla, Lynn Kiamie-Bianchini, Ralph Bianchini 

 

Commissioning of 2019 Warden & Vestry  

The new Senior Warden and vestry members were commissioned by Fr. Andy. 

 

Commissioning of 2019 Diocesan Convention & Northern Convocation  

The new Delegates and Alternates to the Diocesan Convention and Northern Convocation were commissioned by Fr. Andy. 

 

Announcements & Acknowledgements   

Fr. Andy announced the 150th Anniversary Committee, of which Dave Burnett is the chair.  Other committees to be formed as part of 

this will be: 

--Advertising & Communications 

--Fundraising 

--Building and Renovations  

--Liturgy and Theology  

--Archival Team (history of parish and its members) 

 

Adjournment at 12:43 PM followed by a blessing by Fr. Andy 

 

Respectfully submitted, Linda I. Kurdilla, Clerk of the Vestry  
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CUMULATIVE RECORD OF CHURCH SERVICES 2019 

 JAN FEB MAR APR MAY JUN JUL AUG SEP OCT NOV DEC TOTAL 

MONTHLY 
ATTENDANCE 

386 451 612 638 448 595 265 284 529 483 621 596  

YTD ATTENDANCE 386 837 1449 2085 2533 3128 3393 3677 4206 4689 5310 5906 5906 

MONTHLY ASA 97 113 122 160 112 119 66 71 106 121 155 149  

YTD AVG SUN 
ATTENDANCE 

94 104 111 123 121 120 113 108 108 109 113 114 114 

MO. SUNDAY 
SERVICES 

7 8 10 9 8 10 4 4 8 8 9 8  

TOTAL SUNDAY 
SERVICES 

7 15 25 34 42 52 56 60 68 76 85 93 93 

WEEKDAY HOLY 
EUCHARIST 

0 0 2 5 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 7 

TOTAL WEEKDAY 
HOLY EUCH. 

0 0 2 7 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 9 

HOME 
COMMUNIONS 

2 2 4 5 0 0 0 0 0 10 4 5 32 

DAILY OFFICE 
SERVICES 

28 31 31 30 34 32 35 36 28 39 33 30  

TOTAL DAILY 
OFFICE SERVICES 

28 59 90 120 154 186 221 257 285 324 357 387 387 

OTHER SERVICES 
ATTENDANCE  

91 320 295 466 247 138 437 207 228 256 349 628  

TOTAL OTHER 
SERVICES 
ATTENDANCE 

91 411 706 1172 1419 1557 1787 1994 2222 2478 2827 3455 3455 

HOUSE BLESSINGS 0 37 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 37 

BURIALS 0 2 1 1 2 0 2 0 0 0 1 1 10 

BAPTISMS 0 0 0 0 0 1 0 0 0 0 5 0 6 

MARRIAGES 0 1 0 0 0 0 0 0 1 0 1 0 3 

SUNDAY OFFICE 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 1 0 1 

CONFIRMED 0 0 0 3 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 

RECEIVED 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 

 

 

 



7 
 

LEADERSHIP REPORTS 

Rector 
Rev. Andrew David Kruger 

“As Jesus walked by the Sea of Galilee, he saw two brothers, Simon, who is called Peter, and Andrew his brother, casting a net into the sea— 

for they were fishermen.  And he said to them, “Follow me, and I will make you fish for people.”  Immediately they left their nets and followed him.” 
(Matthew 4:18-20) 

There is an aphorism popularized by Fr Richard Rohr that relates well to our assigned Gospel for the Third Sunday after the 

Epiphany: “Jesus never asked anyone to worship him, but on many occasions he invited people to follow him.”  Rohr points out that 

over the centuries most Christians have found it far easier to ‘worship’ Jesus than to follow him.   

This pithy little statement reminds us that gathering on Sunday to sing, pray, read, and feast around the Lord ’s Table is just the 

beginning of discipleship.  Of course properly understood worship is the offering of all of our life to God, and the Holy Communion 

we receive Sunday by Sunday is the sustenance we need to go out and participate in God’s mission.  Thus worship properly 

understood always leads to mission, and mission to worship. 

Our Parish Mission statement is “to know Christ, and make the Lord known, with joy, faith, and service.”  This aptly captures both our need  

for weekly sustenance around the Lord’s Table and our bounden duty live out our discipleship through-out the week.  This Annual 

Report reveals that this parish takes very seriously both the worship we owe to God, and the lifestyle of Christian charity our 

discipleship demands.  

Leadership and Vision 

On December 7, 2019, I became Trinity’s 19th Rector.  Though this elevation happened only at the end of 2019 it reflects the intentional 

long term strategy for stable leadership in our parish over the whole of the past year.  I’m honored by the trust and confidence placed 

in me by the wardens and vestry, and remain enthusiastic about our shared ministry as we continue to discern God’s mission here in 

Cranford. 

Julia Bardzilowski facilitated the mutual ministry review (MMR) process on Saturday, March 9, 2019.  The purpose of the MMR is 

to: Assess how well we are fulfilling our responsibilities; establish goals for the work of the congregation for the coming year; isolate 

areas of conflict or disappointment; and clarify expectations.  The MMR is excellent preparation for the vestry planning retreat which 

followed on March 22 and 23, 2019 at St John’s in Mendham.  The retreat time was used primarily to establish a clear set of 

expectations which the vestry delivered to the 150th Committee. 

Trinity is incredibly blessed to have so many committed and highly competent volunteers in all spheres of our common life together.  

In particular I’d like to express my gratitude for our executive leadership and parish staff:  John Beier (Senior Warden); Al Lehmkuhl 

(Junior Warden); Linda Kurdilla (Vestry Secretary & Financial Administrator); Dave Roberts (Treasurer); Tony Vitale (Verger); and 

Nancy Noonan (Archivist & Housekeeper) who schedules meetings for the hall and ensures that the kitchen is compliant ... no small 

task.  Marion Nechuta (Parish Office Manager) is a new addition to our staff, having started in August of 2019, and her superb 

organizational skills are proving a wonderful asset.  Al and Joann Lehmkuhl will be moving to California to be closer to their children 

in 2020, a wonderful move for them, but a massive loss for Trinity.  Al’s experience and sense of humor has been such a gift over many 

years.  I’m so grateful for his leadership as Junior Warden over the past two years. 

Worship 

The catechism of the Book of Common Prayer asserts that the two great sacraments of the Christian Church are Holy Baptism and 

Holy Eucharist.  As Christians in the Episcopal tradition we believe that these two sacraments initiate and sustain us as members of 

Christ’s Body.  A huge amount of our time and energy are appropriately devoted to our Eucharistic and Baptismal services.  One of the 

great highlights of the 2019 year was undoubtedly the five baptisms we celebrated in the context of the All Saints Day Eucharist.   
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Our liturgies at Trinity seek to express the best of both what is old and what is new.  Celebrating the Eucharist ‘takes a village’ as the 

saying goes.  I am so grateful to everyone who collaborates to make our worship both orderly and beautiful.  Tony Vitale eagerly 

compiles the liturgical texts I send him and transforms them into aesthetically pleasing and informative bulletins.  Bonnie Gentesse 

faithfully arranges the lectors and eucharistic ministers, Linda Kurdilla schedules the ushers, Heather Burnett leads the altar guild, 

Stacey Cooney coordinates the acolytes and Mary Lou directs the choir.   

In addition, during 2019 Casey Woodruff was licensed as a lay preacher by Bishop Stokes.  Sharing the preaching, and hearing him 

preach, has been a blessing to me and our congregation.  Worship is our major priority and the thing we do most and for which we 

gather the most people.   

A summary of our average Sunday attendance figures for the last five years are below: 

Average Sunday Attendance 

2015 2016 2017 2018 2019 

99 85 102 103 114 

Pastoral Care and Parish Ministry 

As part of our ministry to the bereaved the service of ‘The Commemoration of all the Faithful Departed’ or ‘All Souls’ was reinstated in 

2019.  With opportunities to name our loved ones and lay flowers in their memory, this was a meaningful opportunity to grieve well.  

I anticipate that this service will become regular fixture on our annual calendar. 

I endeavor to visit all those who are sick or who may be experiencing any kind of adversity.  Please do notify the office, or call me 

directly, if you have a pastoral concern or if you are aware of someone in need of a visit.  In the midst of a large and busy parish our 

Stephen Ministers are a tremendous help to me.  It is a wonderful privilege for me to be able to assign a Stephen Minister to a person 

in need and know that they will receive quality pastoral care. 

A lot of pastoral care happens organically at Trinity simply because we are like a healthy family that truly cares about each other.  

And like healthy families we are good at gathering to feast and fellowship together.  In 2019 we again enjoyed several organized events 

including many fellowship luncheons, the fish fry, the Taizé reception, and Breakfast with Santa to name but a few.   

Mission 

The Catechism of the BCP (p. 855) states that “the mission of the Church is to restore all people to unity with God and each other in 

Christ.”  Fulfilling this mission requires a combination of our faith, time, energy and money.  After several committed and long 

standing parishioners moved out of New Jersey in 2018 I’m glad that the new growth in the parish has filled some of the pledge gaps.  

We are on course to continue at a similar pledge level coming out of 2019 and going into 2020.  Of course there is always room for 

new pledge givers.  

The outreach committee of our parish works exceptionally diligently to clothe our devotion with concrete acts of love.  I’m delighted 

to see some new volunteers on this committee, and have been particularly glad to see us begin hosting ‘Operation Warm Heart’ at the 

end of 2019.  Programs like ‘Warm Heart’ and ‘Sandwich Sunday’ at St John’s are particularly valuable as they bring us into real 

relationships and encounters with those less fortunate than ourselves. 

Trinity Episcopal Day School is one of the Church’s biggest footprints in the wider Cranford Community.  Nancy Ditzel and I have 

continued to work hard to connect the School and the Church in ever increasing and more vibrant ways.  One of the most significant 

ways to do this has been the regular TEDS Chapel service every Wednesday, which has now been underway for a full year.  The 

School’s acquisition of the two buses has proved to be a sound financial decision, and affords the church potential transport for 

special events.  I am grateful to Nancy and her staff together with the board of directors for their vision, commitment and faithfulness.  

The approaching 150th Anniversary in 2022 has energized Trinity in many marvelous ways.  Dave Burnett together with the 

committee leaders and their teams are planning wonderful things that will begin before 2022 and continue long after 2022.  

Celebrating 150 years of ministry in Cranford is an excellent opportunity to reinforce and augment our participation in God’s mission. 
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Christian Formation 

When I first started the public offices of Morning and Evening Prayer from Tuesday to Friday I fully expected to be praying alone on 

most mornings and evenings.  To my great surprise and joy I not only have parishioners join me for prayer, but several people regularly 

lead either Morning or Evening Prayer.  I don’t think it is possible to understate the importance of this discipline both for my own 

spiritual equilibrium and the health of the parish. 

This year I offered several seasons of adult education including the ‘The New Testament in its’ World’ during Lent and Easter, ‘The 

Spark House explorations of Faith’ during the season after Pentecost, and a cover to cover reading of St Matthew’s Gospel prior to 

Advent.  I am delighted to share in this teaching ministry to adults with Terry Nechuta who leads the Trinity Men’s Group and 

Nancy Miller who leads the weekly Woman’s Bible Study. 

One of my favorite times on a Sunday is the moment when Sunday school teachers and children come to the crossing to receive the 

blessing before heading off to class.  This is a growing edge in our parish ministry and I’m so grateful to Dianne Pecoraro for her 

supervision and administration of the Sunday school over the last several years.  Dianne stepped down from this role at the end of 

2019 and Beth Rees has stepped in to continue the work. 

The good work started among our junior youth age group, in 2018, has developed into a substantial group of confirmation candidates.  

This group of young parishioners is being well formed in Episcopal spiritual practice and belief by John Beier and Marion Nechuta.  

The confirmation course is now a three year program which will afford more opportunities for Christian formation. 

Conclusion 

It remains a great joy for me to serve such a vibrant and committed Parish.  Thank you for answering our Lord’s call to follow him.   

On a personal note, I’d like to express our gratitude for your enthusiasm and support as Heather and I expect our first child this June. 

Senior Warden 
John Beier 

Presider    Will you who witness these vows do all in your power to support these persons in their life in Christ?  

The People   We will.  
- From the Rite of Holy Baptism - Book of Common Prayer  

 
It has been an exciting and eventful year at Trinity Episcopal Church.  At the end of my first year as your Senior Warden, I can’t 

believe that the Annual Meeting is already upon us.  It seems like the last Annual Meeting was only a few months ago.  As we embark 

upon what has been designated as “The Year of Baptism” it is wonderful to see just about everybody in the Parish, in ways large and 

small, carrying out the promise of “We will.” 

 

2019 has been a busy year for Vestry.  The Retreat at the Community of St. John the Baptist in Mendham gave each member of the 

Vestry the opportunity to explore the opportunities to serve and to choose what they wanted to work on in the coming year.  I wish 

to thank Lisa LaGreca, Linda Kurdilla, Dan Rivera and Elizabeth Broccoli for their years of service as they leave the Vestry, and offer 

special thanks to Sydney O’Hagan, for her work in preparing the agreements and paperwork necessary for calling a Rector.  

 

The 150th Anniversary Committee has begun their work in earnest.  The sub-committees have been formed, plans are being made, and 

momentum is building.  I commend to your reading the report of David L. Burnett, the Chairman of the 150th Anniversary Committee, 

as I thank him for his work over the past year.  

 

Trinity’s ministries have thrived in 2019.  The Outreach Committee, under the leadership of Marion Nechuta, continued to support 

St. John’s in Elizabeth with Sandwich Sundays, and, working with Sydney O’Hagan, has recently hosted ‘Operation Warm Hearts’ 

(overnight shelters for the homeless) for the second time.  Our Christian Education program continues to grow, with Nancy Miller 

leading Women’s Bible Study and Terry Nechuta running the Men’s Group and the Men’s Retreat at Mendham with Casey 

Woodruff.  Last October, we began a three-year program for Confirmation for young parishioners in Grade 8 to 10, run by Marion 

Nechuta and myself.  The kids really like Marion and they put up with me!  Sunday School continues to grow, and the 10 AM service 

loves seeing so many children assembling to go over to the Kiamie Building.  Many thanks to Dianne Pecoraro for her years of service 

to the Sunday School as she steps away from that role.  
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The Trinity Episcopal Day School (TEDS) continues to grow and prosper.  Last fall, the school reached full enrollment.  The program 

has expanded with the addition of two school buses, which are used to transport the children.  Procuring these buses, preparing 

them, and getting the transportation program running was a tremendous effort by Nancy Ditzel, and I congratulate her success.  A 

great addition to the program, they have allowed TEDS to expand the Aftercare Program.  Father Andy continues his close association 

with the school.  TEDS remains one of the best schools for early childhood education in Cranford, and is a vital part of our ministry.  

 

I wish to thank the staff and volunteers who work tirelessly in the offices of Trinity Church.  Tony Vitale continues to do great work 

producing the bulletin each week, in addition to coordinating communication and generating special reports.  Linda Kurdilla serves 

once again as our volunteer bookkeeper, keeping the office on track and paying the bills on time.  Marion Nechuta has assumed 

responsibility for some of the office administration, and is a great help to Father Andy in his daily work.  One of the pleasures of the 

150th Anniversary campaign has been to discover what a wonderful job Nancy Noonan is doing as our church archivist.  I must also 

thank Sarah Gregory for her service as Financial Secretary and for leading the Audit Committee, handling these duties with such 

competence and discretion.  

I also wish to thank Bonnie Gentesse for her work producing the ‘Breakfast with Santa’ program for the last 15 years.  Bonnie has 

worked with her tireless volunteers, including Debbie Buli and Linda Kurdilla to produce a joyous event that is not only a successful 

fundraiser, but have been a highlight of the Christmas Season for so many of families in the community.  

Of course, no list of thanks would be complete this year without considering the tremendous, dedicated and long standing work of Al 

and JoAnn Lehmkuhl.  The Lehmkuhls have been at the heart of everything that happens at Trinity for as long as anybody can 

remember.  I am personally indebted to them for their friendship, hospitality and guidance.  The spirit of a place is often defined by 

the people who inhabit it, and Al and JoAnn have always exhibited the very ideal of dedication, good humor and grace.  As Al steps 

down from his role as Junior Warden he leaves impossibly large shoes to fill, and I will miss working with him greatly.  

 

The work of all of these people, and others too numerous to mention, has come together to accomplish great things in the past year.  

Through the hard work and support of the entire parish, Trinity Episcopal Church was able to call the Rev. Andrew David Kruger as 

Rector, ensuring the benefits of his wisdom and dedication for the future.  Father Andy’s dedication to the Daily Office, to innovative 

and diverse liturgy, and to building our community has been a great blessing.  One of the highlights of the year was on November 3, 

All Saints Day, when Father Andy baptized five infants in one day, demonstrating that Trinity Church is a dynamic and growing 

parish, dedicated to serving the needs of all people, from young families to long time stalwarts, and everybody in between.  This is 

due, in no small part, to Father Andy’s leadership.  

 

It is my hope that all of these good things continue in the coming year. As we explore the Year of Baptism, we will surely face 

unimagined challenges, as well as finding new ways to grow, prosper, and to support all people in our community in their life with 

Christ.  I look at this parish as we start the year, and I know that we will.  

 

Junior Warden 
Albert Lehmkuhl 

Building & Grounds  I would like to give my personal thanks to Ray Berry and Joe Bardzilowski.  Ray has always stepped up when 

an emergency arises and is always eager to lend advice.  Thank you Joe for covering for me when I’m away for the summer or traveling.  

Every Thursday, for 2 to 3 hours, John Zebrowski and his assistant Anthony LaGarra are busy performing planned maintenance and 

repairs where needed.  The Parish cannot thank them enough.  A detailed list of John Zebrowski’s accomplishments follows here: 

 Exterior light timer adjustments – 9.  

 36 separate maintenance visits; estimated total man hours: 218 

 Exit light fixture replacements – 2 

 Exit light battery replacements – 3.   

 Window AC units (install/remove) – 2 units.   

 Landscaping - 5 events.   

 Installation of CO & smoke alarm units – 2 

 Recondition ADA entrance (mortar gaps/caulk clapboard/repaint)  

 Light bulb replacements (LED, CFL, halogen & incandescent) – 18 

 AC condenser units (cover/uncover) – 6 units  

 Window AC units (install/remove) – 2 units 

 Vacuum water from Sherlock AC units – 4 events, over 109 gallons  

 Door & gate repairs/refinish/adjustments – 9.   

 Gutter cleaning – Spring (50% of Sherlock/Witherington/Kiamie) 

 General maintenance (Church) – 11 events. 

 General maintenance (TEDS) – 7 events 

215 North Avenue  The house is owned by Trinity and has been rented for many years.  This year the front porch and steps were 

completely rebuilt.  A new clothes dryer was replaced.  Some much needed painting and tile work was done in the upstairs bathroom.   
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150th Anniversary Committee 

Chair:  David L. Burnett 

The 150th Anniversary Committee has been commissioned by the Vestry of Trinity Episcopal Church to prepare for our parish’s sesquicentennial in 2022.   

We look forward to a celebration of our faith, our parish community, and our civic life in Cranford.  To that end, we have organized 6 subcommittees:   

 

Liturgical Committee: Casey Woodruff, Chair 

We are at our core a Baptismal, Eucharistic community.  The Liturgical Committee is seeking to nurture that identity.  Over the next 

several years, we plan to present opportunities to grow spiritually, as individuals, as a parish, and as members of the Body of Christ, 

and to find new ways to live more fully into our Baptismal, and Eucharistic identity.  Members of the Liturgical Committee:  Terry 

Nechuta, Tony Vitale, Cynthia Kolby, Carol Beier, and Anthony Rafaniello. 

 

Archival Committee: Fran and John Witherington, Co-chairs 

The history of Trinity Church in Cranford is filled with dedicated parishioners and clergy striving to live and spread Jesus’ teachings.  

The Historical/Archival Work Team’s goal is to raise our parishioners’ awareness of and interest in Trinity’s past.   Recording and 

publishing interviews with church members (present and past), displaying pictures and artifacts, even holding some trivia contests 

will be part of our “Memories and Recollections” program. Members of the Archival Committee:  Lynne Kiamie-Bianchini, Nancy 

Ditzel, Vicki Goralski, Linda Kurdilla, JoAnn Lehmkuhl, Patrick Milas, Nancy Noonan and Irene Telerico. 

 

Events Committee: Dianne Pecoraro and Elizabeth Broccoli, Co-chairs 

The Events Committee will be working on activities, dinners, trips and gatherings to celebrate Trinity’s history, enhance our current 

fellowship, and plan for our future parish and congregation.  We hope these events will bring us together as a parish so that we can 

continue to grow and do Christ’s work, individually and as a community.  Members of the Events Committee: Eric Bursack, Katy 

Bursack, Bonnie Gentesse, Beth Rees and Amy Robinson  

 

Advertising and Communications Committee: Tom Kaercher 

The team’s focus will be to support the other 150th Anniversary subcommittees in communicating to the parish. During the 

anniversary year, the team will expand its focus to communicating to the public about historic links between Trinity and Cranford 

and to invite the public to join us for key anniversary celebrations.  To date the team has been working on a Trinity ‘Branding’ 

presentation which, when finalized, will create greater consistency in how we communicate Trinity’s strengths and advantages 

across all media.  Communications Team Members:  Courtney Burbela, Eric Bursack, Stacey Cooney, Adam Laskey, and Dan Rivera. 

 

Buildings and Renovations Committee: John Beier, Chair 

The Building and Renovations team look forward to preserving, renovating and enhancing our physical plant to ensure that it is safe, 

functional and sustainable for future generations of parishioners and neighbors.  Among the projects in focus include reimaging the 

narthex, as well as enhancing Lois’s Kitchen and Sherlock Hall.  Members of the Buildings Committee:  Ray Berry, Art Patchett and 

Ralph Bianchini.  

 

Fundraising Committee: Sydney O’Hagan, Chair 

The founding members of Trinity Episcopal Church were committed to ensuring this church and its community would thrive 150 

years after its creation.  The Fundraising Committee is determined to honor their vision and do our part in creating a sustainable 

economic future for our church.  Our goal is to raise funds to ensure Trinity Episcopal Church, its church community, and the  

surrounding community as a whole will continue to flourish for the next 150 years.  As of December 31, 2019, the 150th Anniversary 

Fund is at $51,022.82.  Members of the Fundraising Committee:  Father Andy, Linda Kurdilla and Sydney O’Hagan.  
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WORSHIP 
 

Acolytes 
Coordinator:  Stacey Cooney 

This ministry dates back to the 4th century.  Acolytes add dignity to the sacred ceremony of the services by assisting the priest in 

leading the congregation through the service and setting the table for communion at the Altar.  We aim to have at least three acolytes 

serving each week at the 10 AM service so that a full processional might be achieved.  Acolytes connect for training a couple times per 

year and will be encouraged to attend diocesan events as available. 

 

As with all ministries, there is a need for new members.  The ministry is open to all young people.  Please give prayerful thought to 

having your family be a part of this sacred ministry.  Currently, the following serve:  Emma Barone, Hannah Barone, Abby Behnke, 

Sarah Burnett, Aidan Hosler, Albert Michael, Charlie Roberts, Will Robinson, Luke Robinson, Christian Robinson, Callie Blanton, 

and Madeleine Brennan. 

 

Altar Guild 
Coordinator:  Heather Burnett 

The Altar Guild works behind the scenes in quiet reverence and dignity; parishioners are often unaware of the diligent and loving care 

of the Guild workers who set the tone for our adoration of God.  We care for the vessels, linens, and adornments used in worship and 

sets up and for all celebrations of the Eucharist, as well as all funerals, weddings, Holy Week, Christmas, Easter and other services.   

Our dedicated Guild includes the Burnett Family, Carol Beier, Bonnie Gentesse, Tom Kaercher, Gwen Cuozzo, Linda Kurdilla, and 

Catherine Rossi.  Unfortunately, our team lost two very valuable members this year – Arlene Fricke and Pat Cameron.  Their 

contributions to the Guild and to Trinity were vast and treasured.  Although they both moved out of New Jersey to begin new and 

exciting chapters in their lives, their gifts will live on in cherished memories and adornments.  Without a doubt, Arlene’s wise 

guidance, incredible memory and her eye for detail helped guide us for so many years – her presence will be greatly missed. 

The Altar Guild is always looking to grow.  Many hands make light work!  And we love families with children to be involved.  Please 

reach out to us if you can spare five minutes after service for just one small task – washing or replacing elements on the Sanctuary 

Table, replacing the votive candles or the Sanctuary Candle, washing and ironing linens, removing Altar flowers.  Contact Heather 

Burnett for additional information (973-495-2535). 

“Call-in Compline” 
Leader:  Bonnie Gentesse 

 

A contemplative Office that emphasizes spiritual peace, Compline is the final church service of the day.  Prayers are read from the 

Prayer Book and petitions for the sick and those in need are said.  For the past 2 years; Compline has been prayed every Thursday at 8 

PM.  This short (10 minute) midweek service strengthens our prayer life.  Dial 1-712-770-5505, and enter access code 344-506#.  

 

Centering Prayer Group 
Leader:  Terry Nechuta 

 

The CPG was started by Kirstin O’Conner, then took over by John Marlin and is presently led by Terry Nechuta.  It has been ongoing 

for about one and a half years.  An average of 4-6 people meet each week on Saturday from 9:30 to 10:30 AM in Witherington Chapel 

for a quiet discussion and reverent silence.  Using the Gospel reading, we are currently experimenting with Lectio Divina for 20 

minutes followed by silent meditation and centering prayer for 20 minutes.  No preparation is necessary.  Please join us. 
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Eucharistic Ministers & Lectors 
Coordinator:  Bonnie Gentesse 

Thank you to all of our dedicated Eucharistic Ministers and Lectors who read and assist at every Liturgy and Service.  Trinity offers 

opportunities for parishioners to be involved in the Liturgy by participation as Lectors (reading Lessons and Prayers of the People) 

and Eucharistic Ministers (assisting the Rector during Communion and taking Communion to the sick).  They are licensed by the 

Diocese.  All are welcome to join this Ministry.  Please see Bonnie Gentesse if you are interested. 

 

Gratitude and blessings to our Eucharistic Ministers:  Cynthia Kolby, Dave Burnett, Tony Vitale, Tom Kaercher, Sarah Gregory, 

Bernard Kolbe, Terry Nechuta, Pat Cameron, Vicki Goralski, Christy Barone, Stephanie Willix ,Casey Woodruff, Bonnie Gentesse 

and Charlie Roberts.  And to  our Lectors: Maureen & Darrell Frydlewicz, Sarah Gregory, Dave Burnett, Bonnie Gentesse, Lynn 

Kiamie-Bianchini, Tom Kaercher, David Robinson, Tony Vitale, Terry & Marion Nechuta, Bernard Kolbe, Cynthia Kolby, Christy 

Barone, Diane Pecoraro, Al Lehmkuhl, Daniel Rivera, Sydney O’Hagan, Cindy Concannon, Lisa LaGreca, Carol Beier, Max Bursack, 

Justin Bursack, Catherine Strawder, Victor Broccoli, Heather Prince-Kruger, Linda Kurdilla, Casey Woodruff, Paolo Cammarota, 

Megan Trusdell, Peter Waldron, Antonio DiFonzo, Debbie & John Wisniewski and Susan Olszewski. 

 

Music Ministry 
Mary Lou Stevens, Interim Music Director & Organist 

Hallelujah!  Praise God!  The Trinity Choir continues to lead the music in our worship here at Trinity Church!  I am so thankful for the 

committed members who come to rehearsal every Wednesday evening to practice together from 7 - 8:15 PM and lead worship every 

Sunday.  This year faithful choir member Pat Cameron moved to Georgia; we miss her and hope she has found a new choir to sing 

with.  We welcome new members who love to sing and lead worship.   

 

Our choir has welcomed one new member this year; Judith Cook has joined the alto section.  Other choir members include John Beier, 

Joyce Cieslak, Carolyn Dittmer, Brandon Frumolt, Vicki Goralski, Tom Kaercher, Samantha Kaplan, Albert Lehmkuhl, and Nancy 

Miller.  Additional singers from the congregation and community have joined with the choir on Christmas Eve and other special 

services.   

 

In addition to singers, there are instrumentalists in the congregation who have played during worship.  Susan Caldwell Nelson has 

sung with us when possible and has played the organ and piano on occasion.  She also led the Taizé service that was the setting for 

Father Andy’s installation as rector.  On Christmas Eve, she conducted a choir anthem and played beautiful pre-service music with 

her son, Alexander Nelson, on cello.   

 

Thank you especially to Cynthia Kolby and Heather Prince Kruger, flutists.  Please contact Mary Lou Stevens, Director of Music, if 

you are interested in singing or playing your instrument as a part of our music ministry. 

 

Ushers 
Coordinator:  Linda Kurdilla 

The ushers provide an important part of the church experience.  As the “face” of the church, we are the first and last people you see 

when you come to a service.  We treasure these folks who are friendly to all and reliable not only during the service, but also when 

scheduling conflicts arise. 

  

Our thanks this year to our past and present ushers and alternates – and special thanks to our “junior” ushers Sarah Burnett and 

Emma Willix.  This year we welcomed a few substitutes (and we always welcome more!)  If anyone is interested, please let me know. 

We’ll have you ‘shadow’ a team some Sunday so you can see how easy it is. 

  

Ushers this year included Ray Berry, Ralph & Lynn Kiamie-Bianchini, Tom Kaercher, Debbie Buli, Heather & Dave Burnett, Eric 

Bursack, Maureen & Darrell Frydlewicz, Linda Kurdilla, Lisa LaGreca, JoAnn Lehmkuhl, Daniel Rivera, Stephanie & James Willix, 

and John Witherington. 
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CHRISTIAN FORMATION 
 

Sunday School 
Co–Superintendents of Sunday School:  Marion Nechuta & Dianne Pecoraro,  

In the beginning of 2019, we had four Sunday School classes.  Due to a shortage of volunteers to cover all the classes, we changed our 

class configuration to three classes.  Students in Pre-K and Kindergarten in one class,  students in Grades 1 through 4 in another, and 

students in Grades 5 through 7 in Confirmation Class.  Students from Pre-K through 4th, teachers and aides meet in Church and after 

a blessing from Father Andy proceed to Sunday School and return to Church during the Communion.  The younger students (5 years 

and younger) use a first floor classroom of the TEDS building while the students in Grades 1 through 4 use a second floor classroom. 

 

During our 2018–2019 school year Christy Barone and Vicky Cooney taught the Confirmation Class.  In June, Christy and Vicky 

finished teaching Confirmation and stepped down from teaching.  We thank them for their dedication and commitment in teaching 

our students. 

This past October, John Beier and Marion Nechuta began teaching Confirmation Class.  This class meets the first Sunday of the 

month in Witherington Hall between 5 and 7 PM.  Confirmation is a three-year program encompassing the Old and New Testament, 

the Prayer Book, history of the church, Confirmation and much more.  

 

In the Spring of 2019, Joyce Cieslak taught our Communion Class and plans to continue this Spring to teach another Communion 

Class.  We thank her for time and dedication in teaching our students.  We use the curriculum “This Bread and This Cup” to teach 

Communion in order to give our second graders a better understanding of the Eucharist. 

 

Every third Sunday of the month, we have the students participating in the Church Service.  Students take up the gifts, usher, acolyte, 

read the lessons and prayers of the people, and a family gathers around the Table with Father Andy.  This teaches the students about 

our service, liturgy and faith.  We plan on continuing this as a teaching tool for growing our faith.  Bonnie Gentesse helps us with 

scheduling readers for the Children’s Service and we thank her. 

 

Dianne Pecoraro has been a Co-Superintendent and has been a great help with organizing teachers and aides for the different classes 

as well as registrations and much more.  She has now stepped down as Co-Superintendent and will be greatly missed.  I want to 

thank her for her service and dedication to Sunday School.    

 

We thank our volunteer teachers and aides for their faith and commitment in teaching our students: Denise Alvarez, Christy Barone, 

John Beier, Heather Burnett, Jennifer Cammarota, Joyce Cieslak, Vicky Cooney, Elizabeth Cruikshank, Kate DiFonzo, Heather Prince 

Kruger, Lisa LaGreca, Kavita Medanki, Sydney O’Hagan, Beth Rees, Kristin Smith, Amanda Guerrasio, Catherine Strawder, Stephanie 

Willix, Carol Beier, Holly Ives, Linda Kurdilla, and Cindy Concannon,  We would also like to thank Denise Alvarez Behnke for 

directing this year’s Christmas pageant and Kate DiFonzo for helping the children with the musical performance for the pageant. 

 

We are always looking for volunteers; if you are interested in helping or teaching, please contact Father Andy or Marion Nechuta. 

 

Trinity Men’s Group 
Coordinator:  Terry Nechuta 

The Trinity Men’s Group meets throughout the year once a month on the first Saturday of the month at 8 to 9 AM in Witherington 

Hall.  We have met for over 13 years.   We meet for a light breakfast, fellowship, Bible study, discussion, encouragement and prayer.  

Presently we are examining the Minor Prophets, but we are open to any topic.  We have had a good time together.  Last year we had 

our first men’s retreat at St John’s in Mendham, NJ.  It was a great success and we plan to do it this year February 21-22.  No 

preparation is needed except to show up.  Please join us.  My prayer is that God’s spirit will speak through each other to each other.  

For information please see or call: Terry Nechuta (908-245-1892 or cell 908-956-5848). “As iron sharpens iron; so a man sharpens his 

friend’s countenance.” Proverbs 27:17   
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Women’s Bible Study 
Leader:  Nancy Miller 

Our main Bible study in 2019  was the Acts of the Apostles – it began in 2018 with the Ascension, Pentecost, and Peter’s sermon; it 

continued in 2019 with the healing of the lame man, the naming of the deacons, Anaias and Sapphira, the arrest of Stephen and 

Stephen’s sermon, the stoning of Stephen, and the conversion of Saul.  We concluded this study with Saul, now Paul, being 

commissioned, along with Barnabas, as an apostle in Antioch, and undertaking his first missionary trip, proselytizing and performing 

miracles for both Jews and Gentiles across the region, and ending this first missionary journey back in Antioch.   

 

Class concluded early, in late November, due to health issues, but, in December, members were given a booklet called “The Grand 

Miracle, Daily Reflections for the Season of Advent,” to read and study in December.  This booklet will be discussed when classes 

resume in January. 

 

In addition to study, prayer is an important part of our time together, rejoicing in God, giving thanks for healings (and we have seen 

them), and for the blessings of God in the lives of relatives, friends, and members of the Church.  We meet on Thursdays beginning at 

10 AM in the Witherington Hall Conference Room.  Please come and join Diane Baldwin, Mary Cheress, Eleanor Doherty, Mary 

Ellinger, Mary Ann Friscia, Vicki Goralski, Brenda Jemal, Lynn Kiamie-Bianchini, JoAnn Lehmkuhl, Susan Olszewski, Ruth Uhde, 

and Nancy Miller. 

 

PARISH LIFE 

Fellowship Hour 
Co-leaders:  Elizabeth Broccoli and Marion Nechuta 

 

After our Sunday worship services, we gather for fellowship, coffee and light snacks.  This small act of fellowship provides our parish 

the opportunity to know and love each other.  Every Sunday we have Fellowship Hour (often called “Coffee Hour”) after the service, a 

time for the congregation to eat and meet.  Anyone from the congregation can volunteer to host a Sunday by signing up and looking at 

the instructions next to the sign-up sheet or speaking to Elizabeth or Marion.   

 

Episcopal Church Women (ECW) 
Co-Presidents:  Holly Ives & Marion Nechuta 

In 2019, the ECW worked on various activities during the year which included: 

 February 3: Assisted with Trinity’s Annual Soup Sale coordinated by Bonnie Gentesse.  The soup team made 12 different 

varieties of soup and chili; small and large containers were sold.  The profit of $462 went into the ECW Scholarship Fund.  

 Donated gift basket to the TEDS Tricky Tray event. 

 May: Each year, the ECW hosts a Mother’s Day Flower Sale to raise funds for their annual Scholarship Fund.  Geraniums  

of many types and varieties are sold; orders are taken in advance and flowers delivered the weekend before Mother’s Day.  This 

event has proven to be a great fundraiser, as well as providing beautiful flowers that are enjoyed well into Fall.  Susan 

Olszewski is the contact. 

 June: Awarded ECW Scholarship Fund money to 4 high school graduates: Bobby Barone, Max Bursack, Alison Hosler, and 

Anna Roberts. 

 December: Helped with the annual “Breakfast with Santa” event and donated a gift basket for the basket raffle.   

 Wrapped gifts at Barnes & Noble and raised money for the ECW Scholarship Fund. 

  

We bid farewell to Pat Cameron who moved to Georgia and welcomed Marion Nechuta as new co-president of the ECW.  As always, 

we thank the women (and men) of Trinity Church who work at these events and give so generously of their time and talents. 
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Fellowship Luncheon 
Joseph Bardzilowski, Bonnie Gentesse, Tom Kaercher, Susan Olszewski 

On the first Thursday of every month, a luncheon is held in Witherington Hall from Noon to 2 PM.  This Luncheon is open to 

parishioners and friends, and is a time to socialize as well as to listen to invited speakers on many topics of interest.  We average 

between 25–35 in attendance, including several attendees from outside our parish.  Susan Olszewski, Bonnie Gentesse and Joe 

Bardzilowski host the event; Tom Kaercher arranges for speakers, and all attending (especially the Women’s Bible Study) chip in to 

help with set-up and clean-up.  An optional $5 fee is collected to cover food costs. 

 

Fish & Chip Dinner 
Coordinators:  Bonnie Gentesse & Susan Olszewski 

 

Trinity Church held its 5th Fish & Chip Dinner on March 15, 2019.  It was a great success.  A big ‘thank you’ to our chefs: Peter & 

Courtney Burbela.  The fish and chips were delicious!  We made a profit of $1,557 for the operating fund of Trinity.  Thank you to all 

of the great helpers who made this event a success. 

 

Care Ministry (‘InReach’) 
Leaders:  Vicky Goralski, Holly Ives and Terry Nechuta 

 

‘InReach’ is a new care ministry formed with the purpose of exploring ways to met immediate needs (longer term would be for Steven 

Ministers) of our parishioners (or loved ones).  (Immediate needs: means things like a ride to the grocery store, or pick up, a ride to the Dr; a little 

visit, even a monthly visit, set up a meeting for a doctor, Social Security or other appointment, a hug and a prayer; the poi nt is quick short and sweet.)  We 

have found that Trinity has a very good natural in-reach, so we realized the need to focus on those that might “fall between the 

cracks.”  Please help us by voicing the needs of you or your loved ones to Father Andy, Vicky, Holly, or Terry.   

 

OUTREACH 

Outreach Committee 
Chairperson:  Marion Nechuta 

Trinity is a “One Congregation” meaning that we have committed to helping the Episcopal Church achieve the Millennium 

Development Goals.  We continue to collect for the Episcopal Relief and Development projects such as their Animal Project, Share of 

Well, Care for Moms and Newborns and Disaster Relief.  We had a visit from Holly Ostlund from ‘Food for the Poor’ and participated 

in the Crop Walk in Cranford run by the Church World Services, an organization the helps feed the poor.  Each Thanksgiving we put 

together baskets of food for Cranford Family Care, an organization that feeds people in need here in Cranford.  We collect for the 

“Cristosal Foundation” an organization that helps people in El Salvador.  This year we have taken on the project “Operation Warm 

Heart” helping the homeless for a night with food and shelter during the winter months.  Our first time was on December 29 which 

was successful. 

 

Our three ongoing projects are: 

 Feeding the poor and homeless at St. John’s in Elizabeth every third Sunday of the month. We thank the congregation and girl 

scouts for helping making the sandwiches and serving them with other food at St. John’s. 

 Sponsoring two Cameroon Orphans (a boy and a girl) through the Good Shepherd Home in Cameroon, Africa.  

The money collected helps our orphans get food, clothes, medicine and education. 

 Helping the Seamen’s Institute in Port Newark through knitting of hats and scarves. We are always looking for knitters.  

Also, we collect trial size toiletries, calendars, popcorn and fronts of Christmas Cards for their “Christmas at Sea” project.  

 

We want to thank the congregation for all their help in making these projects a success.  We meet the second Sunday of the month  

in Witherington Hall and all are invited to sit in and listen to what we are doing or join. 
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Breakfast with Santa 
Coordinators:  Bonnie Gentesse, Debbie Buli & Linda Kurdilla 

 

Our 15th Annual “Breakfast with Santa” was held on Saturday, December 7, 2019.  Santa Team volunteers served delicious pancakes, 

sausage, bagels, breakfast rolls, donuts, muffins, & treats, set tables, took photos with Santa, sold raffle tickets for the baskets (130) 

raffle prizes, sold entrance tickets, 50/50, sold fresh evergreens, and jewelry.  We had wonderful Trinity workers who donated food 

and supplies, donated beautiful baskets, counted money, did face painting and cleaned up.  Each child received a box of crayons and a 

placemat to color.  The Cranford High School singers sang wonderful Christmas carols.  We had a great crowd attend.   

Our net profit was $5,771.75.  This is the highest amount earned in the 15 years we have had our “Breakfast with Santa.”  This profit 

went to the Church operating fund.  The food was plentiful and enjoyed by all.  Thank you to all of our Santa Helpers and Santa who 

made this event a success.  We had a total of 31 Trinity helpers Friday and Saturday.  We could not have done it without you!  Bonnie 

is stepping down from coordinating this event in 2020; we are putting a team together to continue the work. 

 

“The Ministry of Space” 

 
Trinity Church is not only a house of worship for its parishioners but also home to groups who use “our space” to conduct their own 

special ministries.  The parish is utilized by various neighborhood enhancing and individual support group organizations.  These 

groups meet on our campus as part of Trinity’s outreach to the community. 

 

Alcoholics Anonymous  The Tuesday night meeting of AA has been meeting in Sherlock Hall for over 60 years (not long after the 

Kiamie Education Building was built).  Any member of the parish who thinks he or she might have a problem with drinking is 

welcome to the open speaker meeting.  The parish is invited to the group’s 64th anniversary in one month on Tuesday, February 28 at 

8 PM; huge amounts of food and fellowship will be served along with an exciting and inspiring speaker sharing his or her experience, 

strength, and hope.  In addition, on Fridays at noon there is a women’s step meeting in Witherington Hall. 

 

Stephen Ministers 
Leader:  Father Andy Kruger 

Stephen Ministry is the one-to-one caring ministry that takes place in over 12,000 congregations world-wide.  Stephen Ministry 

equips and empowers lay caregivers (called Stephen Ministers) to provide high-quality, confidential, Christ-centered care to people 

struggling through a difficult time in life- experiencing grief, divorce, job loss, chronic or terminal illness, or some other life crisis.  

Stephen Ministers and care receivers typically meet weekly until the crisis is past.  Their discussions are completely confidential.  

Stephen Ministers meet twice a month for continued training and development.  All of our Stephen Ministers have completed 50 

hours of training.  To date over 30 parishioners have been ministered to by our Stephen Ministers. 

 

Stephen Ministers are given assignments by Father Andy.  The following Stephen Ministers have been commissioned in 2014 & 2018:  

Joe Bardzilowski, Linda Kurdilla, Tom Kaercher, Susan Olszewski, Bonnie Gentesse, Bob Vogel and Vicki Goralski.  Anyone 

interested in becoming a Stephen Minister should contact Father Andy. 

 

Communications 
Tom Kaercher 

In 2019, Trinity’s public relations activities continued to be focused on creating and distributing press releases to the area 

newspapers, online media outlets, and TV35 to build and expand a positive awareness of Trinity in the community-at-large. These are 

passive forms of communication because the placements ultimately rely on the media outlets having available space and time to 

publish our activities.  Each press release contains a paragraph about Trinity; its history, mission and values, and service schedule and 

about TEDS and its program offerings as well as information about the event being publicized. Among the newspapers, the Westfield 

Leader has been the most consistent source of placements. We ended the year on a high-note with both the Leader and the Suburban 

News running our press releases for Breakfast with Santa, Father Andy’s Elevation & Taizé Service, and our Christmas Service 

schedule with photographs.  In addition, the communications team made a good start on defining Trinity’s brand value, which is the 

essential first step to giving Trinity a consistent and comprehensive message to the community-at-large.  
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For 2020, Trinity Public Relations Communications will continue to publicize our Outreach activities and special events.  Hopefully 

additional TEDS activities can be promoted this year to increase community awareness of TEDS. The Communications Team will 

continue to expand the content, functionality, and management of the Trinity website. The team will continue to work on pieces of 

the comprehensive communication plan including a Trinity brochure and internal communications. 

 

Special thanks go to Jim Behnke for photographing many of our special events this year and for supplying photographs for the 

website and press releases.  The photographs for the Trinity Directory were taken and the final draft of the directory is scheduled to 

be delivered to the parishioners in 1st quarter of 2020.  Thanks also to Bonnie Gentesse and Nancy Noonan who provided photos for 

our press releases. Many thanks also to Adam Laskey for his excellent work on Trinity’s Brand value presentation. 

 

In 2019, the Trinity website was improved with photography from various events and fellowships during the year.  Also, new sub-

menus were installed for fellowships and ministries.  We thank Dan Rivera for this work.   

 

For 2020, we are exploring leveraging Instagram to communicate with our parishioners in the hopes of attracting parishioners who 

are teenagers or college students,  

 

FINANCIAL STEWARDSHIP 

Counters 
Coordinator:  Carol Willix 

The Counters of Trinity Episcopal Church carefully track pledge giving and special offerings weekly.  This wonderful group give up 

their time on Sundays after church so each week is reported properly.  They carefully attend to the monies given to Trinity each 

week.  This is then recorded into the Church’s monthly budget.  Counters are in teams of three and rotate at this time every five 

weeks.  I thank all who are involved at this time and welcome all who may be interested in this group.  Please contact me if you have 

any questions at (908-789–1925). 
  
Counters:  Joann Breuer, Vicky Cooney, Carolyn Dittmar, Eleanor Doherty, Vicky Goralski, Irene Telerico, Nancy & Bob Vogel, Peter 

Waldron, Stephanie & Jim Willix (and their helper Emma), John Witherington.  Also a great group of substitutes who are ready to 

step in when needed: Carol and John Beier, as well as three others who are currently being trained. 

 
Stewardship Committee 

 
Thanks to the hard work of the stewardship committee and the generosity of the parish, our forecasted giving has remained steady 

despite several people moving out of the parish.  This is of particular importance as the Church seeks to expand its music program in 

2020.  Particular thanks are extended to Sarah and Richard Gregory who have done a superb job of overseeing the pledge recording 

system.   

In 2019 the Parish upgraded its Church Windows software which will ensure greater confidentiality and more secure record keeping.  

The committee met in August and September to discuss our annual stewardship letter and pledge cards.  This year’s theme was:  “God 

gives us more than we desire or deserve, therefor let us give thanks to the Lord with our whole heart .”  This year, pledge cards were streamlined and 

improved, and now feature a section showing direct deposit information for those parishioners who prefer this form of giving.  These 

revised pledge cards were distributed in October along with the pledge reports.   

The Stewardship Committee consists of Richard Gregory, Sarah Gregory, Mike Junod, Linda Kurdilla, Father Andy, Al Lehmkuhl, 

Dave Roberts, and Peter Waldron. 
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Trinity Church Endowment Fund 
Endowment Committee: David Burnett, Chair; John Witherington, David Roberts 

The Trinity Endowment Fund is invested with the Diocesan Investment Trust, account #1503. 

Previous Year End Balances 

12/31/15 $88,685.36 

12/31/16 $127,330.56 

12/31/17 $178,331.74 

12/31/18 $203,924.23 

 

2019 
 

DATE SHARES SHARE 
PRICE 

Investment/ 
REINVEST 

Description 
 

DEPOSIT $ Balance 

12/31/18 4,036.505 50.52  Beginning Balance  $203,924.23 

1/7/2019  51.34  TEDS Debt Svc-Gift $10,000.00  

1/7/19  51.34  TEDS Debt Svc $1,300.00  

3/18/19  55.64  TEDS Debt Svc $1,300.00  

3/31/19 4319.743 55.40  Qtrly Ending Market Value  $239,313.76 

4/25/19  56.78  TEDS Debt Svc $2,600.00  

5/20/19  55.14  TEDS Debt Svc $1,300.00  

6/13/19  55.94  TEDS Debt Svc $1,300.00  

6/30/19 4452.660 56.64  Qtrly Ending Market Value  $252,198.66 

8/5/19  55.35  TEDS Debt Svc-Gift $15,000.00  

8/5/19  55.35  TEDS Debt Svc $1,300.00  

9/19/19  56.96  TEDS Debt Svc $1,300.00  

9/30/19 4812.288 56.41  Qtrly Ending Market Value  $271,461.17 

10/11/19  56.09  TEDS Debt Svc $1,300.00  

11/6/19  57.87  TEDS Debt Svc $1,300.00  

11/21/19  58.31  Noonan Gift $1,000.00  

12/13/19  59.28  TEDS Debt Svc $1,300.00  

Dividends   163.88 Dividend purchases $9,299.25  

12/31/2019 4,939.490 59.99  Year End Balance  $296,320.01 

 

EdwardJones:  This account is available so that when a parishioner donates shares of securities, Trinity Episcopal Church can receive 

them.  At year end the balance was $36,989.69 

 

Bank Accounts:  The year end balances were:  For the Money Market Account, reserved to be used for the 150th celebration, the 

balance is $51,022.82.  For the Operating Account, the balance is $147,714.21.   This does NOT reflect a pending payment for Fr. 

Kruger’s Pension and Housing allowance. 
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2020 Approved Operating Budget 
Financial Resources for 2020 that Direct the Mission of Trinity Church, Cranford 

      

2019 
Actual 

Annual 
Budget 2020 

Income 
    

 
1010 · DONATIONS 

  
  

  
1011 · PLEDGES 

  
  

   
1011-02 · PLEDGES-CURRENT      158,525          165,000          166,800  

   
1011-04 · IDENTIFIED GIVERS        27,807            12,000            18,000  

  
Total 1011 · PLEDGES      186,332          177,000          184,800  

  
1012 · HOLY DAYS/FEAST OFFERINGS          4,439              4,500              4,500  

  
1013 · TRINITY EPISCOPAL DAY SCHOOL               -                     -                     -    

  
1016 · LOOSE PLATE          6,456              4,500              4,500  

  
1017 · WEDDINGS/FUNERALS          1,350              3,600              1,500  

  
1018 · SUNDAY SCHOOL              16                 100                  24  

  
1019 · UNITED THANK OFFERING              20                 100                  60  

 
Total 1010 · DONATIONS      198,613          189,800          195,384  

 
Total 1020 · FUND RAISING        15,758            11,000            12,200  

 
1030 · GIFTS/GRANTS 

  
  

 
Total 1030 · GIFTS/GRANTS          7,448              4,500              3,920  

 
1040 · RENTS & LEASES 

  
  

  
1040-01 · 12 STEP PROGRAM          2,825              2,400              2,400  

  
1040-03 · 215 NORTH AVENUE        33,600            34,800            34,800  

  
1040-04 · GENERAL HALL RENTALS          1,225              1,000              1,000  

 
Total 1040 · RENTS & LEASES        37,650            38,200            38,200  

 
1090 · Outreach & Misc. Pass Through          2,626              3,500              3,500  

Total Income      262,094          247,000          253,204  

Expense 
   

  

 
2000 · HUMAN RESOURCES 

  
  

  
2001 · COMPENSATION RELATED 

  
  

   
2002 · PRIEST-IN-CHARGE/RECTOR 

  
  

   

Total 2002 · PRIEST-IN-
CHARGE/RECTOR          76,183            73,031            74,540  

   
2006 · STAFF 

  
  

    
2007 · Choir Leads 

  
  

    
Total 2007 · Choir Leads          3,444              4,306              9,043  

     
2008-10 · SALARY        18,000            20,000            18,600  

    
Total 2008 · ORGANIST        19,377            21,530            20,023  

   
Total 2006 · STAFF        22,821            25,836            29,066  

   
Total 2010 · MISCELLANEOUS          1,935              9,200              4,400  

  
Total 2001 · COMPENSATION RELATED      100,939          108,067          108,006  

 
2019 · ADMINISTRATION 

  
  

 
Total 2019 · ADMINISTRATION        27,452            20,500            21,060  

 
2030 · MINISTRIES 

  
  

  
2031 · WORSHIP 
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Total 2031 · WORSHIP          8,010              5,800              7,620  

  
Total 2032 · FORMATION          1,386              2,400              2,200  

  
2034 · PARISH LIFE 

  
  

  
Total 2034 · PARISH LIFE          1,741                 700              1,780  

   
2035-07 · MISCELLANEOUS/PAY THROUGH          3,686              3,500              3,500  

  
Total 2035 · OUTREACH          4,486              5,240              5,240  

 
Total 2030 · MINISTRIES        15,622            14,140            16,840  

 
2040 · BUILDINGS 

  
  

  
Total 2041 · RECTORY          5,512              6,430              6,430  

  
Total 2042 · CHURCH BUILDINGS        53,804            60,733            63,708  

  
Total 2043 · RENTAL EXPENSES        24,900            11,810            11,840  

  
2044 · CHURCH PROPER               -                     -                     -    

 
Total 2040 · BUILDINGS        84,216            78,973            81,978  

 
2057 · ECW EXPENSES 

  
  

  
2057-02 · SCHOLARSHIP          1,200                   -                     -    

  
2057 · ECW EXPENSES - other          1,884                   -                     -    

 
Total 2057 · ECW EXPENSES          3,084                   -                     -    

 
2080 · MISCELLANEOUS EXPENSE 

 
                 -                     -    

 
Total 2080 · MISCELLANEOUS EXPENSE               -                     -                     -    

 
2100 · DIOCESE 

  
  

  
2021 · CONVENTION/COUNCILS            395                 600                 600  

  
2022 · FAIR SHARE        24,000            24,000            24,000  

  
2023 · WIDOWS AND ORPHANS               -                   120                 120  

  
2024 · BISHOP’S DISCRETIONARY FUND               -                   600                 600  

 
Total 2100 · DIOCESE        24,395            25,320            25,320  

 
3000 · CUSTODY ACCOUNT 

   

Total Expense      255,754          247,000          253,204  

(Deficit) or Surplus          6,341  
 

  

 

TRINITY EPISCOPAL DAY SCHOOL 
Executive Director:  Nancy Ditzel 

 
Trinity Episcopal Day School (TEDS) had a very successful year.  September 2019, 99 students were enrolled in the core program with 

an additional 46 students in our Aftercare program. Our Aftercare program provides homework supervision with the help of teachers 

and high school students.  Our Aftercare supervisor has enhanced the program with different activities for the students to participate 

in.  Some of these activities include chess, checkers, stem activities, art & crafts, volleyball, etc. 

 

Fr. Andy meets with the kindergarten and pre-K classes every Wednesday for Chapel.  Summer Camp 2019, 60 students were 

enrolled.  Each week was a different theme which included academics, arts & crafts, and other activities.  At the end of June 2019, 

TEDS purchased two school buses from donations made by two very generous parishioners.   

 

Staffing 

 Administrative staff consists of the Executive Director/Nurse, an Education Director, and 2 part-time administrative assistants. 

 Eleven teachers, 5 aides for 2 ½ years old to kindergarten. 

 Aftercare staff – 5 teachers form the public schools and 10 high school seniors that oversee homework. 

 Two part-time bus drivers. 
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Special Events 

 Annual Tricky Tray – March 22, 2019 

 TEDS Kindergarten Graduation – June 13,2019 

 Parent Orientation – August 22, 2019 

 Back to School Night – October 24,02019 

 Annual Christmas Program – December 11, 2019 

 

Goals for 2020 

 To continue and enhance academic education 

 To plan the end of year field trip for kindergarten and pre-K students 

 To plan field trips during summer camp 

 To increase security measures throughout the campus. 

 To continue and enhance Emergency Management Training 

 

 

Summary of the 2019 TEDS Budget 

 
    
Income 

   

 

Enrollment/Tuition $718,251  

 

 

Summer Camp $57,784  

 

 

Donation/Fundraisers $40,880  

 Total Income 

  

$816,915  

EXPENSES 

   Payroll 

  

$630,089  

 

Supplies $15,636  

 

 

Bussing $93,561  

 Total Direct Expenses 

  

$109,197  

 

Phone/Utilities $22,906  

 

 

Copier $5,112  

 

 

Advertising $4,108  

 

 

Maintenance $4,186  

 

 

Snow Removal $1,625  

 

 

Training $9,593  

 

 

Extracurricular Activities $15,020  

 

 

Events/Fundraisers $10,783  

 

 

Other Expenses $6,187  

 

 

Returned Checks $8,659  

 Total Indirect Expenses 

  

$88,179  

    NET REVENUE/(LOSS) 

  

$98,510  

    Debt Service 

  

$39,300  

    Operating Checking Account Balance 

  

$66,488  

    Savings Account Beginning Balance $56,466  

 

 

Deposits $26,255  

 

 

Interest $36  

 

 

Ending Balance 

 

$82,757  
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NOMINEE BIOGRAPHIES FOR VESTRY AND DELEGATES 

Nominee for Junior Warden (one 2–year term) 

Sydney O’Hagan has been a member of Trinity parish since 2013 and a member of the vestry since 2019.  She also currently serves as a 

lector, Sunday school teacher, and organizer of Operation Warm Heart.  Sydney, her husband Eammon, and her two daughters, 

Katherine and Jane reside in Cranford.  Sydney is a Girl Scout leader of two troops, creator of the Walnut Avenue School Garden 

Club, and owner of a cooking business "The Nearly New Yorkers" that recently hosted the celebration of Father Andy’s transition to 

Rector.  Sydney currently works as an attorney in a civil rights litigation practice in New York City.  In her downtime, she loves to 

read, garden, cook, and spend as much time with her family as possible.  She is running for position of Junior Warden and will draw 

upon her previous experience as a member of her building’s co-op board to serve the church in this role.  

 

Nominees for Vestry (three 3–year terms) 

Ron DeVelde participated in ‘Operation Warm Heart’ and helped with the hauling of the Christmas trees.  During the years 2009 to 

2015, Ron was on the Westfield Rescue Squad as Ambulance Lieutenant.  He procured two ambulances where he dealt with the 

manufacturer, the builder, and other companies.  He also was Deputy Captain of the Squad for a year.  During the years 2007 to 2017 

while at Schering-Plough he was a volunteer Hazmat Officer and Fire Fighter.  He is currently working as a truck driver delivering 

chemicals, everything from perfume to petroleum oil, usually around 5000 gallons.  Ron is married to Sophie Brennan and has “a 

wonderful family; a girl, age 11; a boy, age 5, and my wonderful wife.” 

 

Tom Kaercher started coming to Trinity 2001 and joined the parish in 2002.  He has been writing and disseminating press releases to 

the local media for Trinity activities since 2006.  Tom led the communications efforts for Trinity II.  He serves as a Eucharistic 

Minister, Lector, and Stephen Minister.  Tom is in the choir and is on the Altar Guild and the Outreach Committee.  He was on the 

Vestry from 2008 to 2010 and has been a delegate to both the Northern Convocation and the Diocesan Convention.  In 2016, he served 

on the Discernment Committee to search for Father Andy and worked with Nancy Noonan to plan and oversee the renovations to the 

Rectory.  Most recently he was named to the 150th Anniversary Steering Committee as the chair of the Communications Team and he 

has served on Operation Warm Heart.  Tom is a regular participant in the Men’s Group and at Morning Prayer.  Tom spent two 

decades at AT&T and Lucent Technologies and retired in 2001 as a Senior Manager in Strategic Marketing Communications.  

Blessedly, his early retirement enabled him to have the time to care for his mother after her stroke.  He welcomes the opportunity to 

serve on the Vestry again. 

 

Linda Kurdilla was born and raised in Cranford and baptized and confirmed here at Trinity Church.  Linda currently serves as the 

secretary of vestry and is the financial administrator of the Parish; in addition to scheduling the ushers and a host of other 

responsibilities, she is currently a Stephen Minister as well as a member of the Altar Guild, ECW, Breakfast with Santa committee, 

and Ushers.  Previously she served as Senior Warden of the Vestry, past President of the ECW, Diocese Convention delegate, 

Northern Convocation delegate, Discernment Committee member, Counter, and Service Auction committee member.  Linda has been 

the Executive Assistant/Office Manager to the CEO of a mortgage company for over 25 years. 

 

Elizabeth (Beth) Rees is originally from Hockessin, Delaware; she was raised Presbyterian, though she grew up hearing her 

Episcopalian mother read from the Book of Common Prayer. Beth received her B.A. in English from Wake Forest University, where she 

was fortunate enough to take several excellent religion classes: “Christian Ethics,” “Faith and Imagination” and “The Problem  of Evil.” 

She moved to Cranford in 2012 and joined Trinity in 2013, where her daughter was baptized that same year.  She lives with her 

husband Shaun, her son Gavin (age 8), her daughter Dylan (age 6), and her two pugs, Wally and Pippin.  Beth received her Ph.D. in 

English from Fordham University in 2015, and she has taught and tutored at Fordham, Union County College, NJIT, and the Frisch 

School, a modern Orthodox Jewish high school where she is currently employed.  An educator at heart, Beth has taught Sunday 

School at Trinity for the past three years, and as of this January she is helping to schedule the teachers and aides.  She is also serving 

on the 150th Anniversary Events Planning Committee.  
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Nominee for Vestry (one year remaining of a 3–year term) 

Charlie Roberts has been an active member at our parish “for as long as I can remember.”  He started as an acolyte around eight years 

ago and has recently begun serving as a Eucharistic Minister during Sunday services.  He was appointed as a junior vestry member by 

the Vestry elected at Trinity’s last annual meeting.  During his time on Vestry, Charlie has begun work on establishing a Trinity 

Cranford Instagram account.  He is currently a senior at the Academy for Information Technology where he is taking all honors 

classes focusing on mathematics, sciences, and business.  He will start college this coming July, eventually working as a chemical 

engineer with hopes to make medicines that save people’s lives.  His work experience includes caddying at Echo Lake Country Club 

for four years and now holding two part time jobs, delivering pizzas, and working at Trinity Episcopal Day School’s aftercare.  

 

Diocesan Convention (3 one-year terms plus 3 alternates) 

Carol Beier has been back at Trinity for three years but has been a baptized Episcopalian since 1983.  A regular worshipper at Friday 

Morning Prayer, she participates in the life of the parish as a lector, eucharistic minister, counter, member of the altar guild, and helps 

during Fellowship Hour.  Carol is a trust and estates attorney in NYC with a small firm.  

Sophie Brennan has been a member of the parish since 2019 and lives in Cranford with her husband Ron DeVelde and two children 

Madeleine (11, who is enrolled in Trinity’s confirmation class) and Henry (5, who attends Sunday School).  She is a Scientific and 

Medical Writer with Merck and has been with the company for 13 years.  

 

Holly Ives was born and raised in Cranford and was also baptized and confirmed at Trinity Church.  She has been active in the 

Vestry, ECW, Breakfast with Santa, and TEDS Board.  In the past, she has been a Diocese Convention delegate, Northern 

Convocation delegate, and Service Auction committee member.  She is currently co–president of the ECW.  Holly is enjoying 

retirement after working as a registered nurse at Overlook Hospital for over 35 years. 

  

Bernhard Kolbe was received into the Episcopal Church and believes that the word and sacraments should lead to positive action in 

the congregation and community.  Trinity’s congregation and denomination certainly has tried its best to continue to demonstrate 

these values.  A teacher in the Elizabeth School system (he has taught there for the past 30 years), he participates in the Men’s group, 

centering prayer and any functions as time allows.  He is eager to learn more about the Church and the ways it can fulfill its mission. 

 

Linda Kurdilla was born and raised in Cranford and baptized and confirmed here at Trinity Church.  Linda currently serves as the 

secretary of vestry and is the financial administrator of the Parish; in addition to scheduling the ushers and a host of other 

responsibilities, she is currently a Stephen Minister as well as a member of the Altar Guild, ECW, Breakfast with Santa committee, 

and Ushers.  Previously she served as Senior Warden of the Vestry, past President of the ECW, Diocese Convention delegate, 

Northern Convocation delegate, Discernment Committee member, Counter, and Service Auction committee member.  Linda has been 

the Executive Assistant/Office Manager to the CEO of a mortgage company for over 25 years. 

 

Patrick Milas joined Trinity Church in 2019.  He enjoys Trinity’s worship, music and fellowship with his wife Piper and daughter 

Maeve.  Before coming to Trinity, Patrick served on the Vestry of Christ Episcopal Church in Bordentown, NJ, and as a Eucharistic 

Visitor in the Episcopal Diocese of Florida.  He teaches research at New Brunswick Theological Seminary and directs the Sage Library 

& Archives.  Patrick chairs the Episcopal Denominational Group of the American Theological Library Association.  At Trinity, he 

now serves on the Archives and History Task Force for the 150th Campaign. 

 

Northern Convocation (6 one-year terms plus 6 alternates) 
 

Christy Barone is a lifelong Episcopalian and has been a member of Trinity for approximately 25 years where she has served on the 

Vestry, the Finance Committee, the Stewardship Committee, as a Counter, and delegate to Northern Convocation.  Most recently 

Christy has been a Eucharistic Minister, Sunday School teacher, and Bell Choir member.  Christy lives in Springfield and her 3 

children have been raised in Trinity.  Christy works for PSE&G as a Customer Service Manager. 
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Ralph Bianchini has served as warden, vestry member, and delegate to the Northern Convocation.  He is currently an usher and a 

member of the Trinity Men’s Group.  He retired after many years of working for AT&T and the Middlesex County Probation 

Department.  And he has been married to Lynn Kiamie-Bianchini for 34 years. 

  

Vicki Goralski has been attending the Episcopal Church since she was a young child, starting in St. Francis, Dunellen (then called 

Holy Innocents) where she married her husband, Calvary Episcopal Church, Bayonne, and now Trinity Church.  Over time she has 

taught Sunday School and served as a member of the vestry. Currently she is a member of the choir, attends Bible study, participates 

in activities of the Outreach Committee, helps with counting and serves on Sundays.  She has attended meetings of the Northern 

Convocation in the past and finds the meetings to be informative, as well as a wonderful way to establish connections with the 

parishioners from other churches. 

 

Holly Ives was born and raised in Cranford and was also baptized and confirmed at Trinity Church.  She has been active in the 

Vestry, ECW, Breakfast with Santa, and TEDS Board.  In the past, she has been a Diocese Convention delegate, Northern 

Convocation delegate, and Service Auction committee member.  She is currently co–president of the ECW.  Holly is enjoying 

retirement after working as a registered nurse at Overlook Hospital for over 35 years. 

   

Lynn Kiamie-Bianchini has been a lifelong member of Trinity Church.  She was formerly a warden, vestry member, Northern 

Convocation delegate, and a member of the TEDS Board of Directors.  Lynn has also served on the Altar Guild, Stewardship 

Committee, and was a member of the Handbell Choir.  Lynn is currently a Lector, Usher, Counter, member of the Women’s Bible 

Study, and member of the ECW.  She retired from AT&T after 32 years and has been married to Ralph Bianchini for 34 years.  

 

Linda Kurdilla was born and raised in Cranford and baptized and confirmed here at Trinity Church.  Linda currently serves as the 

secretary of vestry and is the financial administrator of the Parish; in addition to scheduling the ushers and a host of other 

responsibilities, she is currently a Stephen Minister as well as a member of the Altar Guild, ECW, Breakfast with Santa committee, 

and Ushers.  Previously she served as Senior Warden of the Vestry, past President of the ECW, Diocese Convention delegate, 

Northern Convocation delegate, Discernment Committee member, Counter, and Service Auction committee member.  Linda has been 

the Executive Assistant/Office Manager to the CEO of a mortgage company for over 25 years. 

 

Marion Nechuta has been a member of the parish since 1985.  Currently the Co-Superintendent of Sunday School, where she has 

taught for 30 years, she is presently teaching Confirmation Class with John Beier.  In 2012, she became the Committee Chair for 

Outreach and continues to serve in that position.  This past year she became co-leader of the ECW.  A former Junior Warden, this is 

the last year of her current term on the Vestry.  She and her husband, Terry Nechuta, have two children, Erich and Danielle. For the 

past 15 years, she has been employed by the Roselle Park School District as a cook, organizer and shipper of meals for the students.   

 

Tony Vitale has been a Trinity parishioner for the last 25 years, and is the Verger of the parish; he has been a member of the choir, 

member of the Vestry (twice), Junior Warden, and acolyte master.  He brings a variety of talents, including familiarity with the 

Diocese (serving on the Committee on the Diaconate since 2010) and the national Church (he was formerly Editor for Church 

Publishing, publisher of the BCP and Hymnal 1982). 

 

James Willix works as a Service Supervisor for Viking Termite and Pest Control.  He has been employed there for 12 years.  Jim has 

been a member of Trinity Church for almost his whole life.  He was an acolyte here as a child and currently serves as an Usher and 

counter.  He is married to Stephanie and they have one daughter, Emma.  He is a graduate of David Brearley High School in 

Kenilworth and the Union County Fire Academy and Union Hospital EMS Academy.  He is a life member of the Garwood First Aid 

Squad, where he served almost a decade as President.  Jimmy enjoys the great outdoors, gardening and camping. 

Stephanie Willix works as a Police Dispatcher at Kean University.  She has been employed there for almost 12 years.  Before that she 

worked for Emergency Medical Services in Bayonne and Jersey City for 15 years.  Stephanie joined Trinity in 2003 after getting 

engaged to Jimmy.  Her childhood parish was Our Lady of the Assumption RC Church in Bayonne.  Jim and Steph were married in 

Trinity Church on April 24, 2004 and have been attending together ever since.  Jim and Steph have 1 daughter, Emma.  Steph 

currently serves as an Usher, counter, LEM/Acolyte and elf for breakfast with Santa.  Stephanie is a graduate of Holy Family Academy 

in Bayonne and the Union Hospital EMS Academy.  She is also a life member of the Garwood First Aid Squad where she served for 

almost 2 decades as Secretary.  Steph does not enjoy the great outdoors, gardening or camping. 
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THE LITURGY OF THE ANNUAL GENERAL MEETING 

Once the congregation is assembled in Sherlock Hall, they are called to attention by the Presider and the Annual General Meeting begins with prayer. 

Gathering Prayer 

Presider  Let us pray. 

People  Triune God, you come to your people in dreams and visions:   

  Quicken our imagination by your Holy Spirit, that we will be inspired to  

  honor our past, live out our baptism today, and serve future generations;  

  through Jesus Christ our Lord.  Amen. 

 

Annual General Meeting 

Here follows the business of the Annual General Meeting.  

 

 

 
 

 

Once the Agenda is completed and the election results are announced, then follows the Commissioning of the Junior Warden, Vestry, and Delegates. 

 

The Examination of Wardens, Members of the Vestry, and Delegates 

The duly elected stand before the People.  The Presider says 

Brothers and Sisters in Christ Jesus, we are all baptized by the one Spirit into one Body, and given gifts for a variety of ministries for 

the common good.  Our purpose is to commission these persons in the Name of God and of this congregation to a special ministry to 

which they are called. 

 

The Presider asks 

Are you prepared by a commitment to Christ as Lord, by regular attendance at worship, and by the knowledge of your  duties,  

to exercise your ministry to the honor of God, and the well-being of his Church? 

Candidates  I believe I am, with God’s help. 

 

Presider   You have been called to a ministry in this congregation.   

  Will you, as long as you are engaged in this work, perform it with diligence? 

Candidates  I will, with God’s help. 

 

Presider  Will you faithfully and reverently execute the duties of your ministry to the honor of God,  

  and the benefit of the members of this congregation? 

Candidates  I will, with God’s help. 

 

The People stand. 
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The Commissioning of Wardens and Members of the Vestry 

Sponsor   I present these individuals to be admitted to the ministry of the Vestry in this congregation. 

People   The Lord gives wisdom; from his mouth come knowledge and understanding;  

  he stores up sound wisdom for the upright; he is a shield to those who walk in integrity. 

Presider  I am your servant; grant me understanding: 

People   That I may know your decrees. 

Presider  Let us pray.   

O Eternal God, the foundation of all wisdom and the source of all courage:  Enlighten with your grace the Wardens and Vestry of this 

congregation, and so rule their minds, and guide their counsels, that in all things they may seek your glory and promote the mission of 

your Church; through Jesus Christ our Lord.  Amen. 

 

  In the Name of God and of this congregation, I commission you ____________as Warden,  

  and you ______________, as Members of the Vestry of Trinity Episcopal Church Cranford. 

 

The Commissioning of Delegates and Alternates to Diocesan Convention and Northern Convocation 

Warden  I present to you ______________duly elected as Delegates to the Diocesan Convention  

  to be commissioned for their ministry. 

Warden   I present to you __________duly elected as Delegates to Northern Convocation to be commissioned for their ministry. 

People  Call a solemn assembly, gather the people, assemble the elders, and sanctify the congregation. 

Presider  Save your people, Lord, and bless your inheritance. 

People  Govern and uphold them, now and always. 

Presider  Let us pray.   

Eternal Lord God, who by the Holy Spirit presided at the council of the Apostles to guide them in all knowledge and truth:   

Be present with the Delegates.  In the passions of debate give them a quiet spirit; in the complexities of the issues give them clear 

minds; and in the moments of decision give them courageous hearts.  Guide them in all things to seek only your glory and the good  

of your Church; through Jesus Christ our Lord.  Amen.  In the Name of God and of this congregation, I commission you as Delegates. 

 

 

V.  Going out as God’s People 

Blessing                                                                                                                                              Common Worship 

And now may Christ the Son of God perfect in you the image of his  glory and gladden your hearts with the good news of his 

kingdom:  And the blessing of God Almighty,   the Father, the Son and the Holy Spirit be among us and remain with us always.   

  Amen. 

Dismissal                                                                                                                                                                   CW 

 
Presider  The Lord says, “Go into all the world and make disciples of all the nations.” 

  Go in the peace of Christ. 

People  Thanks be to God.   
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Trinity’s 150th Anniversary : 1872 – 2022 

 
Honoring our Past ... Living our Baptism Today ... Serving Future Generations 

 

 
 

 

The Rev. Andrew David Kruger, Rector 

To contact Father Andy: (609) 933-5227 – fr.andrew.kruger@gmail.com 

205 North Avenue, East, Cranford NJ 07016 – Phone: 908–276–4047 

TrinityCranford@gmail.com – TrinityCranford.org 

Please read at home … and recycle afterwards.  Thank you. 

 


