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Welcome                  Andrew Kruger 

Prelude                                     “Prelude on Easter Hymn” – Timothy Shaw 

Anthony Rafaniello, piano 

I.  Gathering of God’s People 

Gathering Hymn                                     Easter Hymn                                  Hymnal 207 
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Easter Acclamation                 Book of Common Prayer 355 

Presider       Alleluia, Christ is risen. 

People   The Lord is risen indeed.  Alleluia. 

Collect for Purity                                                                                    BCP 355 

The Presider prays. 

Almighty God, to you all hearts are open, all desires known, and from you no secrets are hid:  

Cleanse the thoughts of our hearts by the inspiration of your Holy Spirit, that we may perfectly  

love you, and worthily magnify your holy Name; through Christ our Lord.  Amen. 

Gloria                                            Hymnal S-278 
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Collect of the Day                                                                BCP 224 

Presider  The Lord be with you.  

Cantor  And also with you.  

Presider  Let us pray.  

O God, whose blessed Son made himself known to his disciples in the breaking of bread: Open the eyes  

of our faith, that we may behold him in all his redeeming work; who lives and reigns with you, in the unity  

of the Holy Spirit, one God, now and for ever. 

Cantor  Amen. 

Children’s Talk                          Andrew Kruger 

II.  Proclaiming and Receiving the Word of God 

First Reading                                 Acts 3:12-19 

Reader  A reading from the Acts of the Apostles. 

Peter addressed the people, “You Israelites, why do you wonder at this, or why do you stare at us, as though 

by our own power or piety we had made this man walk?  The God of Abraham, the God of Isaac, and the God 

of Jacob, the God of our ancestors has glorified his servant Jesus, whom you handed over and rejected in  

the presence of Pilate, though he had decided to release him.  But you rejected the Holy and Righteous One 

and asked to have a murderer given to you, and you killed the Author of life, whom God raised from the dead. 

To this we are witnesses.  And by faith in his name, his name itself has made this man strong, whom you see 

and know; and the faith that is through Jesus has given him this perfect health in the presence of all of you.   

And now, friends, I know that you acted in ignorance, as did also your rulers.  In this way God fulfilled what 

he had foretold through all the prophets, that his Messiah would suffer.  Repent therefore, and turn to God  

so that your sins may be wiped out.” 

Reader  The Word of the Lord.  

People  Thanks be to God.  
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Psalm 4                                                   Cum invocarem                            Plainsong Psalter 5 

Antiphon 

 

 

          TONE IV.1 

 

Epistle                        1 John 3:1-7 

Reader        A reading from the first letter of John. 

See what love the Father has given us, that we should be called children of God; and that is what we are.   

The reason the world does not know us is that it did not know him.  Beloved, we are God’s children now;  

what we will be has not yet been revealed.  What we do know is this: when he is revealed, we will be like  

him, for we will see him as he is.  And all who have this hope in him purify themselves, just as he is pure.  

Everyone who commits sin is guilty of lawlessness; sin is lawlessness.  You know that he was revealed to  

take away sins, and in him there is no sin.  No one who abides in him sins; no one who sins has either seen 

him or known him.  Little children, let no one deceive you.  Everyone who does what is right is righteous,  

just as he is righteous. 

Reader  The Word of the Lord.  

People  Thanks be to God.  
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Gospel Acclamation                                     Alleluia                                       Nancy Miller 

 
Al-le - lu–ia, Al-le - lu-ia, Al-le - lu-ia,     Al-le - lu - ia,  Lord God of    Hosts. 

Cantor   Our hearts were burning within us, while He talked with us on the road. 

Holy Gospel                                                                                               Luke 24:36b-48 

Presider    The Holy Gospel of our Lord Jesus Christ according to St Luke. 

People  Glory to you, Lord Christ. 

Jesus stood among the disciples and said to them, “Peace be with you.”  They were startled and terrified,  

and thought that they were seeing a ghost.  He said to them, “Why are you frightened, and why do doubts 

arise in your hearts?  Look at my hands and my feet; see that it is I myself.  Touch me and see; for a ghost 

does not have flesh and bones as you see that I have.”  And when he had said this, he showed them his  

hands and his feet.  While in their joy they were disbelieving and still wondering, he said to them, “Have  

you anything here to eat?”  They gave him a piece of broiled fish, and he took it and ate in their presence.   

Then he said to them, “These are my words that I spoke to you while I was still with you—that everything 

written about me in the law of Moses, the prophets, and the psalms must be fulfilled.”  Then he opened  

their minds to understand the scriptures, and he said to them, “Thus it is written, that the Messiah is  

to suffer and to rise from the dead on the third day, and that repentance and forgiveness of sins is to be 

proclaimed in his name to all nations, beginning from Jerusalem.  You are witnesses of these things.” 

Presider  The Gospel of the Lord. 

People  Praise to you, Lord Christ. 

III.  Responding to the Proclaimed Word 

Homily                                                                Andrew Kruger 

Nicene Creed                                                               Enriching Our Worship 53 

Presider  Let us affirm our faith in Nicene Creed. 

We believe in one God, the Father, the Almighty,  

 maker of heaven and earth, of all that is, seen and unseen. 

We believe in one Lord, Jesus Christ, the only Son of God, 

 eternally begotten of the Father, 

 God from God, Light from Light,  

true God from true God, 

 begotten, not made, of one Being with the Father; 

 through him all things were made. 

For us and for our salvation he came down from heaven, 

 was incarnate of the Holy Spirit and the Virgin Mary 

 and became truly human. 

For our sake he was crucified under Pontius Pilate; 

 he suffered death and was buried. 
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On the third day he rose again in accordance with the Scriptures; 

 he ascended into heaven  

and is seated at the right hand of the Father. 

He will come again in glory to judge the living and the dead, 

 and his kingdom will have no end. 

We believe in the Holy Spirit, the Lord, the giver of life, 

 who proceeds from the Father,  * 

 who with the Father and the Son is worshiped and glorified, 

 who has spoken through the prophets. 

We believe in one holy catholic and apostolic Church. 

We acknowledge one baptism for the forgiveness of sins. 

We look for the resurrection of the dead, 

 and the life of the world to come.  Amen. 

Prayers of the People                                                                                 Form V, BCP 389 

The Presider says 

In peace, let us pray to the Lord. 

The Intercessor prays. 

For the holy Church of God, that it may be filled with truth and love, and be found without fault  

at the day of your coming, we pray to you, O Lord.  Lord, have mercy. 

For Michael, our Presiding Bishop; for William, our own Bishop; for all bishops and other ministers,  

and for all the holy people of God, we pray to you, O Lord.  Lord, have mercy. 

For all who fear God and believe in you, Lord Christ, that our divisions may cease, and that all  

may be one as you and the Father are one, we pray to you, O Lord.  Lord, have mercy. 

For the mission of the Church, that in faithful witness it may preach the Gospel to the ends of the earth,  

we pray to you, O Lord.  Lord, have mercy. 

For the peace of the world, that a spirit of respect and forbearance may grow among nations and peoples,  

we pray to you, O Lord.  Lord, have mercy. 

For those in positions of public trust especially Joseph, our President; Philip, our Governor; and Kathleen,  

the Mayor of Cranford; that they may serve justice, and promote the dignity and freedom of every person,  

we pray to you, O Lord.  Lord, have mercy. 

For the poor, the persecuted, the sick, and all who suffer; for refugees, prisoners, and all who are in danger; 

that they may be relieved and protected, we pray to you, O Lord.  Lord, have mercy. 

For this congregation, that we may be delivered from hardness of heart, and show forth your glory  

in all that we do, we pray to you, O Lord.  Lord, have mercy. 

For all who have commended themselves to our prayers; for our families, friends, and neighbors; that being 

freed from anxiety, they may live in joy, peace, and health, we pray to you, O Lord.  Lord, have mercy. 

For all who have died in the communion of your Church, and those whose faith is known to you alone,  

that, with all the saints, they may have rest in that place where there is no pain or grief, but life eternal,  

we pray to you, O Lord.  Lord, have mercy. 
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The people add their thanksgivings and petitions using the chat function; the Presider concludes the prayers with the collect. 

Yours is the majesty, O Father, Son, and Holy Spirit; yours is the kingdom and the power and the glory,  

now and for ever.  Amen. 

Peace                                                                                                        BCP 360 

Presider The peace of the Lord be always with you. 

People And also with you. 

The People may unmute themselves to share the Peace. 

Ministry Minute                                “Sight & Sound” 

Announcements 

IV.  Celebrating at the Lord’s Table 

Offertory Sentence                  BCP 377 

Presider  Yours, O Lord, is the greatness, the power, the glory, the victory, and the majesty.   

For everything in heaven and on earth is yours.  Yours, O Lord, is the kingdom,  

and you are exalted as head over all.  

1 Chronicles 29:11 

Please mail pledges to Trinity Episcopal Church, 205 North Avenue, East, Cranford NJ  07016 

Offertory Anthem                                                                                 “He Is Risen” 

Text by Cecil Frances Alexander; Music by Cecil Cope 

He is risen, he is risen: 

Tell it with a joyful voice; 

He hath burst his three days’ prison: 

Let the whole wide world rejoice. 

Death is conquered, we are free, 

Christ has won the victory. 

Come ye sad and fearful hearted, 

With glad smile and radiant brow: 

Lent’s long shadows have departed, 

All his woes are over now, 

And the Passion that he bore: 

Sin and pain can vex no more. 

Come, with high and holy hymning, 

Chant our Lord’s triumphant lay; 

Not one darksome cloud is dimming 

Yonder glorious morning ray, 

Breaking o’er the purple East, 

Brighter far our Easter feast. 
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Thanksgiving                             Nathan Nettleton 

Presider  The Lord be with you. 

People   And also with you. 

Presider  Let us give thanks to the Lord our God. 

People   It is right to give our thanks and praise. 

We give all thanks and praise to you, O God, for in great love you have made us your children and destined  

us for life in union with your Son, Jesus Christ. 

You are the creator of heaven and earth and the author of life.  You revealed your purposes through the  

law of Moses, the prophets and the psalms, and declared your intention to suffer as a servant among us  

so that you might bring forgiveness to the nations. 

Your Word came to fulfilment in your servant, Jesus, the Holy and Righteous One, who was rejected and 

handed over to death.  He was killed through our ignorance, but after three days in the tomb you raised  

him from the dead.  Now he embraces us with hands still holed, and disturbs our fears and doubts with 

words of peace and the promise of life yet to be revealed. 

Therefore, with our hearts lifted high, we offer you thanks and praise at all times through Jesus Christ  

our Lord, who lives and reigns with you and the Holy Spirit, one God, for ever and ever.  AMEN. 

Invitation to Spiritual Communion                        

Presider  Creator of all, you wash away our sins, you give us new birth by the Spirit, and redeem us  

in the blood of Christ. As we celebrate the resurrection, renew your gift of life within us.  

We ask this in the name of Jesus Christ the risen Lord.  Amen. 

Behold the Lamb of God who takes away the sin of the world. 

Presider  The gifts of God: 

People  For the people of God. 

Silence is kept and an image of Trinity’s reserved sacrament is revealed. 

Spiritual Communion                                                  St. Ignatius Loyola 

Presider  Let each of us invite Christ to come into our heart. 

Soul of Christ, sanctify me.   

Body of Christ, save me. 

Blood of Christ, inebriate me.   

Water from the side of Christ, wash me. 

Passion of Christ, strengthen me.   

O good Jesus, hear me. 

Within your wounds hide me.   

Do not allow me to be separated from you. 

From the malevolent enemy defend me.   

In the hour of my death call me,  

and bid me come to you, 

that with your saints I may praise you forever and ever.  Amen. 
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Communion Meditation                                In resurrection tua                       Taizé Community 

 

Lord’s Prayer                                                                             BCP 364 

The Presider then continues 

And now, as our Savior Christ has taught us, we are bold to say, 

People and Presider 

Our Father, who art in heaven,  

 hallowed be thy name,  

 thy kingdom come, thy will be done,  

  on earth as it is in heaven.   

Give us this day our daily bread.   

And forgive us our trespasses,  

 as we forgive those who trespass against us.   

And lead us not into temptation,  

 but deliver us from evil.   

For thine is the kingdom,  

 and the power, and the glory  

  for ever and ever.  Amen. 

Commission                                                                                    Nathan Nettleton 

Presider We have encountered the risen Christ.  Go out then, as witnesses of these things. 

Attend to your heart, worship with integrity, trust in the Lord.  Proclaim forgiveness  

and healing in the Lord’s name to all. 
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Blessing                                                                                                     BCP 366 

The Priest blesses the people, saying 

The peace of God, which passes all understanding, keep your hearts and minds in the knowledge  

and love of God, and of his Son Jesus Christ our Lord; and the blessing of God Almighty,   

 the Father, the Son, and the Holy Spirit, be among you, and remain with you always.  Amen. 

V.  Going out as God’s People 

Sending Hymn                                                   Hyfrydol                                     Hymnal 460 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Dismissal                                    BCP 366 

Presider Alleluia, alleluia.  Let us bless the Lord. 

People Thanks be to God.  Alleluia, alleluia. 
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What you need to know today … 

Children’s Service  On the third Sunday of the month, the 10 AM online Service of the Word with Spiritual Communion is directed towards 

the family with increased participations from our younger members, thus, there is no Sunday school.  

Sandwich Sunday is today  Consider participating in this important outreach effort to feed the poor.  St. John’s Episcopal in Elizabeth is 

our sister parish; it is a privilege to team up with their efforts to alleviate hunger.  Traditionally held on the third Sunday of the month; 

click here to learn about the necessary items which are collected and made into sandwiches on the day before.  Volunteers are needed 

to make those sandwiches which are delivered the next afternoon (in this case, today).  To learn about this vital outreach; contact Marion 

Nechuta (908-451-4498) or email the office.   

Support continues for children at risk  The “Loaves of Love” bread sale did not occur during the Annual Meeting this year due to the 

pandemic.  In addition, St. Clare’s Home for children at risk has closed.  However, the umbrella organization, AIDS Resource Foundation 

for Children, is still working to support children at risk and the Outreach Committee is supporting its efforts.  More information is available 

at aidsresource.org.  Donations are accepted beginning today through April 25.  Please make a check payable to Trinity Episcopal 

Church, write AIDS Resource Foundation in the memo line, and mail it to the office.  Thank you for your generosity! 

The Parish Office  Marion Nechuta is in the office on Thursday afternoons to field phone calls only, no in-person contact is permitted at 

this time.  Marion may be contacted via the parish email or her cell (908-451-4498) during the rest of the week from 2:30 PM to 5 PM. 

Altar Flowers and Sanctuary Candle Each week both are available for personal attribution, to remember loved ones, to honor others, 

to celebrate lives.  Email the parish office with any questions as to the process. 

Parish Pledges  Statements have been delivered or mailed to you.  Please contact Financial Secretary Sarah Gregory (908-347-6498 

or quanset19@gmail.com) if you have any questions.  The parish leadership is so grateful for your continued faithfulness.  Please continue 

to mail pledges — labeled “To Financial Secretary” — to Trinity Church, 205 North Avenue East, Cranford, NJ 07016. 

ECW Flower Sale Cancelled.  Our geranium supplier from previous years was forced to close his business, so we will not have a Flower 

Sale this year.  If you need help getting plants, please call Susan Olszewski (908-757-9561). 

Intercessory Prayer List  Each person on the list is prayed for at Morning Prayer and Evening Prayer.  You are encouraged to add and 

update your prayer requests; please click on this link.  Please remember to move the person you are praying for to the “Thanksgiving for 

Healing” section if and when that becomes appropriate. 

Listen to the music from Easter Sunday  The links connect to Trinity videos uploaded to YouTube  

† “Christ is Alive, Alleluia!“ (Michael Helman) – Trinity Handbell Choir  

† “Let This Day Be Filled with Wonder“ (James Beiry) – Trinity Choir 

† “Jesus Christ is Risen Today“ (Hymnal 207) – Congregation  

Holocaust Day of Remembrance  Click here to watch the 10th annual Cranford community service which aired last week on TV-35.  

What you need to know this week … 

The Daily Offices  Morning and Evening Prayer are held online Monday through Friday at 8:30 AM and 5 PM respectively.   

Emergency Food Supplies for St. Joseph’s Social Service Center  Bring supplies to Junior Warden Sydney O’Hagan (774-218-3461) 

and leave them on her front porch at 205 High Street, Cranford every Wednesday.  Click here for a list of appropriate items.  

Trinity Handbell Choir and Virtual Choir  Both choirs return for rehearsals this Wednesday, April 21.  Anyone who enjoys music should 

consider participating, even without the ability to read music.  Click here for more information and to sign-up, visit trinitycranford.org and 

click on Music, or contact Anthony Rafaniello (anthonyrafaniello@gmail.com) if you would like to participate or if you have any questions.  

Women’s Bible Study  Thursdays from 10 AM to 11:30 AM via Trinity’s online platform.   

https://docs.google.com/spreadsheets/d/1GRG9M70MmOkns4bkpaBG9hOUSdStDce96HxJK3Qg13s/edit?usp=sharing
http://www.aidsresource.org/
mailto:quanset19@gmail.com
https://docs.google.com/document/d/1C2xLvyim3I6-cUMahPNbFSbn8rKIXH2jYWvwylYII7Q/edit?usp=sharing
https://youtu.be/H5rquajk5bE
https://youtu.be/mviT0eO4xRU
https://youtu.be/U_9fqDUHFGo
https://cranfordtv35.viebit.com/player.php?hash=1dJrk5EqbwBQ
https://docs.google.com/document/d/1Rp0rv3ACWBDTQwzrnXRi2VdOJ1Th5dUGqiDokj6cFeU/edit?usp=sharing
https://docs.google.com/document/d/1gP5kwTVb4Ajn5sjkefs7N6BIP_DTx2jNEHDmAwHiiDk/edit?usp=sharing
http://trinitycranford.org/
mailto:anthonyrafaniello@gmail.com
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Mystagogia is the period when believers contemplate the Church’s life and sacraments.  As part of the Year of Eucharist, this 

Easter/Paschal season the 150th Liturgical Committee is offering an online adult education class delving into the mysteries of the Eucharist.  

The class takes the form of an instructed Eucharist followed by discussion time.  Click here to view last week’s Mystagogia class on the 

Trinity website.  The next class is this Thursday, April 22 from 7 PM to 8 PM. 

Compline  Consider ending your day with the peaceful prayer office of Compline, Thursday nights at 8 PM via Trinity’s online platform.   

Cranford Community Clean-up  In honor of Earth Day, the Greening Committee invites the parish to a community clean-up at Nomahegan 

Park this Saturday, April 24 at 9 AM.  A brief prayer service will set the tone for the two-hour activity.  Please bring gloves, a mask, and 

water; the Committee will provide bags for garbage and recycling.  For questions, contact Casey Woodruff (908-868-4915). 

What you need to know for the future … 

Sunday School  Class is next week during the 10 AM service, under the tents on the Hamilton Street side of the church (in front of TEDS).   

Baptisms During the Easter Season  The sacrament of baptism is being offered at the Great Easter Vigil and on Sundays during the 

season of Easter at the 8 AM in-person and physically-distanced service.  Please pray for the candidates, their parents, and sponsors as 

they prepare for the sacrament of baptism.  Below are the names of the catechumens in order of their date for baptism.  

† Fourth Sunday of Easter, April 25 (Aurora Tsiolas) 

† Fifth Sunday of Easter, May 2 (Lilianna Ilich) 

† Last Sunday of Easter, May 16 (Wesley Ditzel IV) 

† Day of Pentecost, May 23 (Matias Juarez) 

Trinity Men’s Group meets on the first Saturday of the month from 8 AM to 9 AM online.  All men of the parish are invited to explore 

the scriptures together.  Last week, the discussion centered on the book of the prophet Isaiah.  The group’s next meeting is May 1. 

Trinity Women’s Group meets on the second Monday of the month from 7 PM to 8 PM online.  All women of the parish are invited to 

explore the scriptures together.  

Saint John’s Episcopal Church in Elizabeth is our sister parish.  Their Pantry is getting bare.  Please help in stocking it; click here for more 

details about the items needed and deliver them to Marion Nechuta at 310 W. Clay Avenue, Roselle Park.  

Year of Eucharist Reflections  This year, we seek to more fully develop our Eucharistic identity as individuals and as a community.  The 

Liturgical Committee is inviting everyone to share their eucharistic experience.  View Peter Waldron’s moving reflection on the Eucharist 

by clicking here: the password is 1872.  Take some time to prayerfully reflect on the deeply personal question of what Eucharist means 

to you.  Then, go to the Fellowship tab on Trinity’s Website, click Trinity Community Forum, enter password 1872, click on Year of Eucharist 

Reflections, click on Please share your…, click on Write a comment.  When finished, hit Publish.   

“Remembrances and Recollections”  The Trinity website contains a growing number of historical contributions from parishioners.  This 

week there is a new entry about Dr. Arthur Patchett’s and Lois Patchett’s activities and accomplishments while at Trinity.  Also, some brief 

anecdotes by Lynn Kiamie-Bianchini, as well as Bonnie Gentesse, who spearheaded the annual “Breakfast with Santa” fund-raiser for 

many years, reflecting on the amount of work and great joy that resulted.  Share your story; pleases contact any member of the Archival 

Committee:  Vicki Goralski, Irene Telerico or Fran Witherington. 

Calling all graduates  Register for this year’s Baccalaureate celebration with Bishop Stokes, featuring the presentation of scholarships, a 

virtual parade of graduates, and more! 

1872 – 2022 

Trinity Church 150th Anniversary 

Triune God, you come to your people in dreams and visions:  quicken our imagination by your Holy Spirit, 

that we will be inspired to honor our past, live out our baptism today, and serve future generations; 

through Jesus Christ our Lord.  Amen.   

https://www.trinitycranford.org/adult-education
https://docs.google.com/document/d/1Rp0rv3ACWBDTQwzrnXRi2VdOJ1Th5dUGqiDokj6cFeU/edit?usp=sharing
https://www.trinitycranford.org/forum/year-of-eucharist-reflections/please-share-your-personal-encounter-with-the-eucharist/p-1/dl-602dd1ac7b55ea0017887584?commentId=602dd1ac7b55ea0017887584&origin=notification&postId=602021366e0b7e00177e00f9
https://www.trinitycranford.org/remembrances-recollections
https://mailchi.mp/dioceseofnj.org/celebrate-our-graduates-may-23?e=5ca97169bf
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Presiding Bishop Michael Curry’s Easter 2021 Message 

When I get to heaven — and I know it may sound presumptuous for me to say it, but I live by grace and believe in amazing grace — 

when I get to heaven, I certainly want to see the Lord. But I want to see dear members of family and friends, those who have gone on 

before, the many people I want to sit down and have some conversation with. Of all the biblical people, aside from the Lord himself, 

when I get to heaven, I want to meet Mary Magdalene.  

Mary Magdalene, who was one of the people, one of the women, who followed the way and teachings of Jesus and who probably 

provided much of the funding for his movement. Mary Magdalene, who with some of the other women and only one of the male 

disciples, stood with his mother, Mary, at the cross as he died. Mary Magdalene, who, even after he died, on that Easter morning, got 

up with some of the other women early in the morning, before the day had begun, in the dark, got up to perform the rituals of love to 

anoint the body of Jesus in his grave. 

I want to ask her, “Mary, tell me what got you up that day. Tell me what got you to go to the tomb early in the morning when it was 

dark, and you could barely see. Why did you get up and go to anoint his body? Mark’s Gospel says that you and the other women said 

to each other, you knew that Jesus had been buried in that tomb that had been provided by Joseph of Arimathea, with Nicodemus’ 

help, but a large stone had been rolled in front of the doorway, into the tomb. And one of the women said to the other, ‘Who will roll 

away the stone for us?’ You knew the stone was there. You knew you couldn’t move it. And yet you got up and you went anyway. 

Mary, tell me your secret.” 

I suspect she probably will say, “Well, we didn’t know how we were going to roll away the stone, but we loved him, and we got up 

and went anyway. It was hard because it was dark, but we loved him, and we got up and we went anyway. Those roads could be 

dangerous at night, but we love Jesus, and we got up and we went anyway. Who will roll away the stone for us? We did not know, 

but we loved him, and we got up and we went anyway. And let me tell you what love can do for you. When we got to the tomb, the 

stone had already been rolled away. And we shouted our hallelujahs, and shouted our hallelujahs. He is risen.” 

Last year in March, on March 13th to be precise, another Mary Magdalene, her name, Barbara, Barbara Clementine Harris, bishop of 

the church, a voice of love, and justice, and compassion, a voice of deep and profound faith, first woman to be consecrated a bishop in 

Anglican Christianity, died and entered eternal life. This was early in the pandemic. Fortunately for us, Dean Kelly Brown Douglas 

had worked with Bishop Barbara to make sure that her memoir was completed, and they completed it. She gave it the title from the 

words of a gospel song that says, and I quote: 

Hallelujah anyhow;  

Never let your troubles get you down 

Whenever troubles come your way;  

Hold your hands up high and say 

Hallelujah anyhow! 

Those words characterize the life of Bishop Barbara: hallelujah anyhow. In spite of hardship and difficulty, hallelujah anyhow. In spite 

of injustice and bigotry, hallelujah anyhow. In spite of war and violence, hallelujah anyhow. And that, my friends, is the spirit of Mary 

Magdalene. That, my friends, is the tenacity of those who would follow in the footsteps of Jesus and his way of love. In spite of 

hardship and toil, hallelujah anyhow. In spite of the fact that this Easter is the anniversary of the assassination and the martyrdom of 

Martin Luther King, Jr., hallelujah anyhow. In spite of the fact that these are hard times, hallelujah anyhow. 

Our work goes on. Our labor for love continues. We will not cease, and we will not give up until this world reflects less our 

nightmare and more God’s dream where there’s plenty good room for all God’s children. Hallelujah anyhow. 

When I get to heaven, I can’t wait to hear Mary Magdalene and Bishop Barbara tell me he’s risen. Hallelujah anyhow. Amen. 

 

Watch Presiding Bishop Michael Curry’s Easter Message here.  

https://youtu.be/HFDyuUjtnNU
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Spiritual Reflection: What is a ‘Children’s Service’ 

This Sunday is the third Sunday of the month which, among other things, means that the 10 AM online offering takes the form of 

‘Children’s Service.’  Basically this means that: a special effort is made to appoint younger readers, Sunday school is suspended, and a 

children’s address is delivered in lieu of a sermon.  This is a pattern that started long before my arrival at Trinity and while I recognize 

its practical brilliance, and love the children’s participation, there are nevertheless some disturbing theological implications that are 

worth exploring. 

First, having a designated Sunday at which children are invited to take on leadership roles in worship can foster the assumption that 

children should not typically take on these leadership roles in the liturgy.  But baptism entitles children to full membership in the 

church with all the rights, privileges and responsibilities that come with it.  Therefore children with the spiritual gift for reading, 

ushering, leading the prayers, or assisting as a Eucharistic minister should be free to exercise that gift on any given Sunday.  In the 

same way an adult with a gift and calling to be an acolyte should be welcomed to the ministry of serving at the Table; this should not 

be a ministry reserved for children only.  

Second, a once a month ‘Children’s Service’ gives the impression that intergenerational worship is the exception and not the rule.  

While it is important for a parish to have smaller groups for men, women, children, teens, etc. our principal act of worship should, as 

a rule, be intergenerational and diverse.  As John Milbank rightly observes: “The Church cannot be found amongst the merely like-

minded, who associate in order to share a particular taste, hobby, or perversion.  It can only be found where many different peoples 

possessing many different gifts collaborate in order to produce a divine-human community in one specific location.” 

Ok… let me come down from my ‘theological ivory tower’ and reenter the real world.  If every Sunday were intergenerational both 

children and Sunday school teachers would have to stick around after the service or on another occasion during the week for age-

appropriate instruction.  That’s obviously a ‘pipe dream’ in our already frenetic world of oversubscribed commitments and demands.  

As I acknowledged at the beginning the Children’s Service is practically brilliant and I should not let ‘the perfect be the enemy of the 

good.’  So, for now I will settle for simply alerting us to how easily our practice can undermine our baptismal identity and our 

understanding of the church.   

—Father Andy 

 

Lectionary & Liturgy 

On this Third Sunday of Easter, the Gospel reading directs our attention to the Eucharist as our ongoing experience of the 

resurrection.  On the first Easter afternoon Jesus met two of his followers, and as they walked to the village of Emmaus he explained 

the scriptures concerning his death and resurrection to them.  At table with them he said the blessing and broke the bread and they 

recognized him. 

Today’s Gospel reading carries that story to its conclusion.  Those two disciples are in the midst of telling the others that Jesus 

was made known to them in the breaking of bread when he appears in their midst.  He again explains the scriptures and shares 

food with them.  Thus from the very beginning of the Church’s life in the risen Lord, the meal has been the most common way 

Jesus’ resurrection is revealed to his people. 

Our reading from Acts today is an account of the manifestation of Christ’s presence in and through his followers.  Peter and John 

heal a cripple in the name of Jesus and then Peter proclaims the Gospel of the dying and rising of Jesus.  The second reading this 

Sunday speaks of the forgiveness of sins we have as a result of our life in Christ. 

We are a people who through Baptism and Eucharist live in Christ’s dying and rising.  We meet him again and again in the 

Breaking of the Bread and acclaim him.  “Christ our Passover is sacrificed for us.  Therefore let us keep the feast.  Alleluia!” 

From The Rite Light: Reflections on the Sunday Readings and Seasons of the Church Year. © 2007 Michael W. Merriman. Church Publishing Inc., NY. 
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† Cover Art – “Christ’s Appearance to the Apostles” (1308-1311) by Duccio di Buoninsegna (1255-1319) 

† Prelude – Composer Timothy Shaw (b. 1976) was born and raised in idyllic Keene, New Hampshire. He studied theology and music in 

college and graduate school, and he has enjoyed a multi-faceted career as professor, composer, church musician, and author. 

† Gathering Hymn – Words: Latin, 14th cent.; tr. Lyra Davidica, 1708.  Music: adapt. The Compleat Psalmodist, 1749. 

† In Excelsis Gloria – Words: Anonymous, 15th cent. medieval.  Music: William James Mathias (1934-1992) © 1976 Oxford University Press. 

Written while a student at the University of Wales, Aberystwyth for the Elizabethan Madrigal Singers. 

† Collect of the Day – This is a revised version of the collect for the Monday in Easter Week of the 1928 Book, composed by the Rev. Dr. 

John W. Suter, Sr. It is associated with the story of our Lord’s appearance to the disciples at Emmaus after the resurrection, when He 

made Himself known “in the breaking of bread” (Lk. 24:35). This collect is also appointed for Wednesday in Easter Week. –[Notes on the 

American Prayer Book by Marion Hatchett] 

† Lections – The readings for our lessons are determined by The Revised Common Lectionary © 1992 Consultation on Common Texts 

(CCT), Nashville, TN and drawn from the Bible texts of the New Revised Standard Version Bible © 1989 by the Division of Christian 

Education of the National Council of the Church of Christ in the USA.  

† Psalter – Plainsong dates from the earliest centuries of Christianity. It has one melody traditionally sung without musical 

accompaniment, and based on the psalms. Editor James Litton is an American musician, who directed the American Boychoir from 

1985 to 2001, and widely recognized as one of the leading choral conductors. He was a member of the Standing Commission on Church 

Music, participated in the publication of the Hymnal 1982, and is a Fellow of the Royal School of Church Music, one of 7 Americans to 

receive this honor. 

† * Nicene Creed – This version is designed to contain “all the expansive language texts currently authorized.” It is almost identical to 

the version in the BCP. The omission of the words ‘and the Son’ (filioque) restores the text of the Creed to the original wording agreed 

upon at the Fourth Ecumenical Council of Constantinople (381 CE). The addition of that phrase was a later development implemented 

only in the Western Church and without the approval of a General Council.  

† Enriching Our Worship is a collection of supplemental liturgical materials. The canticles and prayers represent the recovery of ancient 

biblical and patristic images, including the identification of Christ with Wisdom and language for God that does not use familiar 

masculine terms. The liturgical texts reflect the influence of the prayer experience of women, and a desire to honor that experience 

while remaining faithful to the liturgical prayer as received by the Episcopal Church. 

† Offertory Hymn – Words: Cecil Frances Alexander (1818-1893), the wife of the Primate of Ireland, showed her concern for 

disadvantaged people by traveling many miles each day to visit the sick and the poor, providing food, warm clothes, and medical 

supplies. She and her sister also founded a school for the deaf. Alexander was strongly influenced by the Oxford Movement, but it was 

as a writer for children that she excelled.  Music: Cecil Cope (1930-2003). 

† Thanksgiving & Commission – Nathan Nettleton is the pastor of the South Yarra Community Baptist Church in Australia. He also 

writes and teaches on Christian worship and Baptist identity. His website, laughingbird.net, provides liturgical resources from which 

we have drawn the preface and the commissioning of the congregation. 

† Spiritual Communion – St. Ignatius  Loyola. 

† Communion Meditation– Words & Music: © 2007, Les Presses de Taizé, GIA Publications, Inc., agent. 

† The Lord’s Prayer – John Dominica Crossan writes “What if the Lord’s Prayer is neither a Jewish prayer for Jews nor yet a Christian 

prayer for Christians? What if it is instead a prayer from the heart of Judaism on the lips of Christianity for the conscience of the 

world? What if it is instead a radical manifesto and a hymn of hope for all humanity in language addressed to all the earth?” 

† Sending Hymn – Words: William Chatterton Dix (1837-1898).  Music: Rowland Hugh Prichard (1811-1887). 
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