Trinity Episcopal Church
Cranford, in the Diocese of New Jersey

December 27, 2020 at 9 AM

“The Holy Family” –Alicja Ressa

The First Sunday after Christmas Day
Rite II – Service of the Word with Spiritual Communion

The Reverend Andrew D. Kruger, Presider
Anthony J. Rafaniello, Director of Music + Organist
John Beier, Senior Warden & Sydney O’Hagan, Junior Warden

Prelude

“Hark! the Herald Angels Sing” – arr. Gina Sprunger
Anthony J. Rafaniello, piano

I. Gathering of God’s People
Gathering Hymn

Mendelssohn

Trinity’s virtual congregational recording of the hymn is played.
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Hymnal 87

Opening Acclamation
Presider
People

Celebrating Common Prayer

 The Word was made flesh and dwelt among us.
Come let us worship.

Collect for Purity

Book of Common Prayer 355

The Presider prays.

Almighty God, to you all hearts are open, all desires known, and from you no secrets are hid:
Cleanse the thoughts of our hearts by the inspiration of your Holy Spirit, that we may perfectly
love you, and worthily magnify your holy Name; through Christ our Lord. Amen.

Gloria

Hymnal S 278
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Collect of the Day
Presider
People
Presider

BCP 213

The Lord be with you.
And also with you.
Let us pray.

Almighty God, you have poured upon us the new light of your incarnate Word: Grant that this light,
enkindled in our hearts, may shine forth in our lives; through Jesus Christ our Lord, who lives and
reigns with you, in the unity of the Holy Spirit, one God, now and for ever. Amen.

II. Proclaiming and Receiving the Word of God
First Carol

Carol

Hymnal 89

It came upon the midnight clear
that glorious song of old,
from angels bending near the earth
to touch their harps of gold:
“Peace on the earth, good will to men,
from heaven’s all-gracious King.”
The world in solemn stillness lay
to hear the angels sing.

First Scene – Introduction
Second Carol

Es ist ein Ros

Hymnal 81

Lo, how a Rose e’er blooming
from tender stem hath sprung!
Of Jesse’s lineage coming
as seers of old have sung.
It came, a blossom bright,
amid the cold of winter,
when half spent was the night.
Isaiah ’twas foretold it,
the Rose I have in mind,
with Mary we behold it,
the Virgin Mother kind.
To show God’s love aright,
she bore to us a Savior,
when half spent was the night.

Second Scene – Prophecy of the Coming of Christ the King
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Third Carol

Cradle Song

Hymnal 101

Away in a manger, no crib for his bed,
the little Lord Jesus laid down his sweet head.
The stars in the bright sky looked down where he lay,
the little Lord Jesus asleep on the hay.

Third Scene – The Annunciation to Mary
Fourth Carol

Forest Green

Hymnal 78

O little town of Bethlehem,
how still we see thee lie!
Above thy deep and dreamless sleep
the silent stars go by;
yet in thy dark streets shineth
the everlasting Light;
the hopes and fears of all the years
are met in thee tonight.

Fourth Scene – The Birth of Christ in Bethlehem
Fifth Carol

Gloria

Hymnal 96

Angels we have heard on high,
singing sweetly through the night,
and the mountains in reply
echoing their brave delight.
Gloria in excelsis Deo.

Fifth Scene – The Worship of the Shepherds
Sixth Carol

Three Kings of Orient
We three kings of Orient are,
bearing gifts we traverse afar,
field and fountain,
moor and mountain,
following yonder star.
O star of wonder, star of night,
star with royal beauty bright;
westward leading,
still proceeding,
guide us to that perfect light.

Sixth Scene – The Worship of the Magi
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Hymnal 128

Seventh Carol

Antioch

Hymnal 100

Joy to the world! the Lord is come:
let earth receive her King;
let every heart prepare him room,
and heaven and nature sing.
Joy to the world! the Savior reigns;
let us our songs employ,
while fields and floods, rocks, hills and plains,
repeat the sounding joy.

Seventh Scene – Conclusion
Virtual Carol

Go tell it one the mountain

Hymnal 99

Go tell it on the mountain over the hills and everywhere;
go tell it on the mountain, that Jesus Christ is born!
While shepherds kept their watching o’er silent flocks by night,
Behold, throughout the heavens there shone a holy light.
Refrain

The shepherds feared and trembled when lo! above the earth
rang out the angel chorus rang out the angel chorus that hailed our Savior’s birth.
Refrain

Down in a lowly manger the humble Christ was born,
And God sent us salvation that blèssed Christmas morn.

III. Responding to the Proclaimed Word
Nicene Creed

Enriching Our Worship 53

We believe in one God, the Father, the Almighty,
maker of heaven and earth, of all that is, seen and unseen.
We believe in one Lord, Jesus Christ, the only Son of God,
eternally begotten of the Father,
God from God, Light from Light, true God from true God,
begotten, not made, of one Being with the Father;
through him all things were made.
For us and for our salvation he came down from heaven,
was incarnate of the Holy Spirit and the Virgin Mary
and became truly human.
For our sake he was crucified under Pontius Pilate;
he suffered death and was buried.
On the third day he rose again in accordance with the Scriptures;
he ascended into heaven and is seated at the right hand of the Father.
He will come again in glory to judge the living and the dead,
and his kingdom will have no end.
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We believe in the Holy Spirit, the Lord, the giver of life,
who proceeds from the Father, *
who with the Father and the Son is worshiped and glorified,
who has spoken through the prophets.
We believe in one holy catholic and apostolic Church.
We acknowledge one baptism for the forgiveness of sins.
We look for the resurrection of the dead,
and the life of the world to come. Amen.

Prayers of the People

RitePlanning alt.

The Presider says

The Word has been made flesh, the light of God’s love has broken through our darkness, the Daystar
from on high now shines in our hearts. Filled with the joy of Jesus’ birth, let us pray together in the
power of his Spirit.
The Intercessor prays

That the Prince of Peace may guide the leaders of the nations, and all men and women everywhere, into
the ways of freedom and truth.
Let us pray to the Lord: Be born in us anew this day.
For Justin, the Archbishop of Canterbury, Michael, the Presiding Bishop of our Church, and William,
our Bishop, that they may guide us in our journey to Bethlehem, uniting the whole Church as we live
into our spiritual kinship with one another.
Let us pray to the Lord: Be born in us anew this day.
For those for whom the darkness has suffocated hope: the lonely, the fearful, the hungry, and those who bear
a private grief; that they may see the dawn of God’s love, and revive the eternal hope that never fades away.
Let us pray to the Lord: Be born in us anew this day.
For our families and friends, and for all our absent sisters and brothers; for those who are sick, and for those
who have died and who now feast at the heavenly banquet of God’s grace.
Let us pray to the Lord: Be born in us anew this day.
That we may be released from the captivity of our sins, the places of interior blindness that cause us to
choose darkness over light; that we may be forgiven by the power of the Holy Spirit.
Let us pray to the Lord: Be born in us anew this day.
That we who gather to share in Spiritual Communion, and those throughout the world who seek God’s Holy
Presence, may bear witness to Christ born in our hearts.
Let us pray to the Lord: Be born in us anew this day.
In the beauty of this morning, let us continue to offer our petitions.
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The people share their prayers of thanksgiving and petition using the chat function.
The presider concludes with the collect.

Almighty God, who wonderfully created us in your own image and yet more wonderfully restored us through
your Son Jesus Christ: grant that, as he came to share our humanity, so we may share the life of his divinity;
who is alive and reigns with you, in the unity of the Holy Spirit, one God, now and for ever. Amen.

The Peace

BCP 360

The People may unmute themselves to share the Peace.
Presider
People

The peace of the Lord be always with you.
And also with you.

Announcements

Andrew Kruger

IV. Celebrating at the Lord’s Table
Offertory Sentence

BCP 377

The Presider says

Yours, O Lord, is the greatness, the power, the glory, the victory, and the majesty.
For everything in heaven and on earth is yours.
Yours, O Lord, is the kingdom, and you are exalted as head over all.
1 Chronicles 29:11

Offertory Anthem

“Of the Father’s heart begotten”
Text by Aurelius Prudentius Clemens, translated by R. F. Davis
Arranged by David Willcocks

Of the Father's heart begotten,
Ere the world from chaos rose,
He is Alpha: from the Fountain
All that is and hath been flows;
He is Omega, of all things,
Yet to come the mystic Close
Evermore and evermore.

By his word was all created;
He commanded and ‘twas done;
Earth and sky and boundless ocean,
Universe of three in one,
All that sees the moon’s soft radiance,
All that breathes beneath the sun,
Evermore and evermore.

O how blessed that wondrous birthday,
When the Maid the curse retrieved,
Brought to birth mankind’s salvation,
By the Holy Ghost conceived;
And the Babe, the world’s Redeemer,
In her loving arms received,
Evermore and evermore.

This is he, whom seer and sybil,
Sang in ages long gone by;
This is he of old revealed
In the page of prophecy;
Lo! He comes, the promised Savior;
Let the world his praises cry!
Evermore and evermore

Sing, ye heights of heav’n, his praises;
Angels and archangels, sing!
Wheresoe’er ye be, ye faithful,
Let your joyous anthems ring,
Ev’ry tongue his name confessing,
Countless voices answering,
Evermore and evermore.
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The General Thanksgiving
Presider
People
Presider
People

BCP 125

The Lord be with you.
And also with you.
Let us give thanks to the Lord our God.
It is right to give our thanks and praise.

Almighty God, Father of all mercies, we your unworthy servants give you humble thanks for all your
goodness and loving-kindness to us and to all whom you have made.
We bless you for our creation, preservation, and all the blessings of this life; but above all for your
immeasurable love in the redemption of the world by our Lord Jesus Christ; for the means of grace,
and for the hope of glory.
And, we pray, give us such an awareness of your mercies, that with truly thankful hearts we may show
forth your praise, not only with our lips, but in our lives, by giving up our selves to your service, and by
walking before you in holiness and righteousness all our days; through Jesus Christ our Lord, to whom,
with you and the Holy Spirit, be honor and glory throughout all ages. AMEN.

Invitation to Spiritual Communion
God our Father, whose Word has come among us in the Holy Child of Bethlehem. In your incarnation
you embraced our poverty: by your Spirit we share in your riches.
And now, may the light of Christ illumine our souls, refine our words, and shine in our deeds; as we
spiritually receive the Word made flesh and feed on him in our hearts by faith, with thanksgiving.
Behold the Lamb of God who takes away the sin of the world.
Presider
People

The gifts of God:
For the people of God.

Silence is kept and an image of Trinity’s reserved sacrament is revealed.

Spiritual Communion
Presider

St. Alphonsus de Liguori alt.

Let each of us invite Christ to come into our heart.

My Jesus, I believe that you are truly present in the Blessed Sacrament of the Altar.
I desire to offer you praise and thanksgiving as I proclaim your resurrection.
I love you above all things, and long for you in my soul.
Since I cannot receive you in the Sacrament of your Body and Blood,
come spiritually into my heart.
Cleanse and strengthen me with your grace, Lord Jesus,
and let me never be separated from you.
May I live in you, and you in me, in this life and in the life to come.
Amen.

9

Christmas Meditation

Greensleeves

Lord’s Prayer
Presider

Hymnal 115

BCP 364

And now, as our Savior Christ has taught us, we are bold to pray,
Our Father, who art in heaven,
hallowed be thy name,
thy kingdom come,
thy will be done,
on earth as it is in heaven.
Give us this day our daily bread.
And forgive us our trespasses,
as we forgive those
who trespass against us.
And lead us not into temptation,
but deliver us from evil.
For thine is the kingdom,
and the power, and the glory
for ever and ever. Amen.
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V. Going out as God’s People
Blessing
Presider

May Christ the Son of God, born of Mary, fill you with his grace to trust his promises and

`

obey his will; and the blessing of God almighty,  the Father, the Son, and the Holy Spirit,
be among you, and remain with you always. Amen.

Sending Hymn

The First Nowell
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Hymnal 109

Dismissal
Presider
People

BCP 366
Alleluia, alleluia. Let us bless the Lord.
Thanks be to God. Alleluia, alleluia.

Sunday Worship Schedule for the Upcoming Months
Sunday December 27 - First Sunday after Christmas Day
10 AM Online Rite II Service of the Word with Children’s Pageant and Spiritual Communion.
Sunday January 3 - Epiphany of our Lord (Moved)
8 AM Indoor Rite II Holy Eucharist in the Church.
10 AM Online Rite II Service of the Word with Spiritual Communion.
Sunday January 10 - Baptism of our Lord
8 AM Indoor Rite II Holy Eucharist in the Church.
10 AM Online Rite II Service of the Word with Spiritual Communion.
Sunday January 17 - Second Sunday after the Epiphany
8 AM Indoor Rite II Holy Eucharist in the Church.
10 AM Online Rite II Service of the Word with Spiritual Communion. (Children’s Service)
Sunday January 24 - Third Sunday after the Epiphany
8 AM Indoor Rite II Holy Eucharist in the Church.
10 AM Online Rite II Service of the Word with Spiritual Communion.
Sunday January 31 - Fourth Sunday after the Epiphany
8 AM Indoor Rite II Holy Eucharist in the Church.
10 AM Online Rite II Service of the Word with Spiritual Communion.
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2020 Christmas Message – Trinity Parish
I have spent the last several days ruminating on a phrase from Meister Eckhart: “We are all meant to be mothers of God… for God is
always needing to be born.” Eckhart has been called the “Father of German thought,” he was a Dominican monk, and one of the most
profound thinkers of the Middle Ages. As the quote above might imply, he was not an uncontroversial theologian and was accused of
heresy, though not convicted in his lifetime, by some factions of the church.
Naturally it’s easier for women, especially women who have given birth, to grasp the full joy and richness of pregnancy as well as the
significant cost and sacrifice. As a new father I know the radical priority shaping power that the advent of an infant brings to life.
But even if we’ve never held a baby, we know the instinct to drop everything and pick up the baby. And when we are holding a child
in our arms, there’s not much else we can do except just hold, love and cherish that little one.
Even as I write this, early on Christmas Eve morning, I can hear the sounds of Edward stirring and I know that soon I will need to
drop what I’m doing and give him my full attention. In a very real sense this is also what a relationship with Christ demands. We are
going to have to put some things down: our cell phones, our distractions, our ambitions, our hurts, our grievances, our power and
devote our full attention to God.
But here is the final twist and the grace that for the most part surpasses our understanding. For all that we have to lay aside – for all
the power that we have to let go in order to hold the Christ Child – our Lord has already taken the first step. Ponder for a moment
just how much more God gave up to be the baby. During these twelve days of Christmas, may we each carve out at least some time to
drop everything and ‘hold the Christ child’ – and may you melt one into another. Amen.
The Reverend Andrew David Kruger
Rector, Trinity Episcopal Church, Cranford

2020 Christmas Message – Diocese of New Jersey
It has been a trying, challenging, difficult year. There has been enormous suffering, pain and grief resulting from the COVID19
pandemic; from the endemic social injustices and racism which continue to mar our common life; from the political divisions which
fuel distrust and discord and inhibit our ability to love one another as fully as we ought, as fully as Christ commanded us to do. We
have been a people walking in darkness. Yet, into that darkness, light shines: the true light, the light of life, the light of Christ. As St.
John so majestically and rightly observed long ago, “The light shines in the darkness, and the darkness did not overcome it.” (John 1:5).
My faith and confidence in this shining light has not been shaken by this challenging, COVID19 year, it has been strengthened. I hope
your faith and confidence have been strengthened too.
Across the diocese and wider church, around the world, clergy and people worked together to find creative ways of loving one
another and proclaiming the Gospel of Jesus Christ. As we have observed so many times, the buildings may have been closed, but the
church was not. Worship continued, Bible studies continued, feeding programs and other vital programs that meet human need were
continued. People were prayed for and prayed over. Yes, person to person contact was more difficult and we missed the fellowship
and company of one another on Sunday mornings and other occasions, but we discovered new ways of being together, of caring for
one another, of loving one another in Christ. We have also, perhaps, discovered how much we took for granted and have come to
realize how important some of the things we have missed are to us.
As a vaccine begins to be offered around the world, as glimmers of hope begin to shine, 2020 is almost ended, there is, indeed, hope in
front of us. It is Christmas. Once again, the angel speaks to us sharing the Good News of Christmas: To you is born this day in the
City of David, a Savior which is Christ the Lord.
Let us go now to Bethlehem and see this thing that the Lord has made known to us. Let us journey toward the light. Susan joins me
in wishing you and yours a most blessed Christmas and a happy and healthy New Year.
The Right Reverend William H. Stokes, D.D.
12th Bishop of New Jersey
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2020 Christmas Message – The Episcopal Church
Joy to the world! The Lord is come: Let earth receive her King; let every heart prepare him room, and heaven and nature sing.
Perhaps like me, you’ve sung this hymn for years – in church, at home with your family, gathered with friends and neighbors. Perhaps
you’ve sung it to yourself – in your car, on a walk, or quietly in the dark of night. Joy to the world!
While we may not feel joyful this year – as the pandemic of disease continues to bring sickness and death, when fear and mistrust – a
darkness – threatens to overcome the light – we, as followers of Jesus Christ must bear joy to this aching world. We must shine light
into the darkness. Joy to the world!
Like much in our lives, proclaiming joy is difficult work – also good and essential work – especially now. Though we mourn that which
is lost in our lives, our families, and our communities – Joy to the world!
While we strive to pull up the twisted and thorny vines of hatred and bigotry and anger – Joy to the world! Through streaming tears
and gritted teeth – Joy to the world! – because God is breaking into our lives and this world anew.
While this is a strange year, the ministry He gives us remains the same. We will prepare him room in our hearts by taking on the
ministry Jesus demands of us: feed those who are hungry; welcome the stranger; clothe those who are naked; heal those who are sick;
visit the prisoner. Love God. Love your neighbor. Sing joy into this old world. Prepare him room.
St. Luke writes of the first Christmas, “Mary gave birth to her firstborn son and wrapped him in bands of cloth, and laid him in a
manger, because there was no room for them in the inn.” There, in the simplest bed, in the cool of the night, in a trough, in bands of
cloth, lies the One for whom no room was made. And yet strangely, there lies the One whom not even the universe can contain.
Joy to the world! The Lord is come. In your hearts, in your homes, in your lives, prepare him room. God love you; God bless you; and may
God hold us all in those almighty hands of love.
The Most Rev. Michael B. Curry
Presiding Bishop and Primate

2020 Christmas Message – Anglican Communion
As we approach once again the commemoration of the nativity of the Lord Jesus Christ we do so against the backdrop of a year
dominated by a global pandemic. Coronavirus infections have caused widespread sickness, many thousands of deaths and an
economic crisis around the world. The situation of our world was already fragile, with other public health emergencies, continuing
conflicts and climate change affecting the lives of God’s world and God’s people.
The pandemic has exacerbated the inequalities in the world, with the poorest and most vulnerable most deeply affected. In recent
correspondence I have been asked on more than one occasion whether Christmas should be postponed this year as it cannot be
celebrated with all the liturgical and social customs and traditions that the people of God value so much. However, as I look around
the world and through the world’s history it is clear that the celebration of the incarnation is always grounded in our
acknowledgement that the world is fragile and suffering.
Our Lord was born in our fallen world and it is in his birth, death and resurrection that we find hope. People face sickness, war,
displacement and poverty every day and, in joy and suffering alike, the birth of Christ is marked and celebrated as a constant
reminder of our salvation. As the early teacher of our faith Justin Martyr wrote: He became a human being for our sakes, that becoming a
partaker of our sufferings, He might also bring us healing. (Second Apology, Chapter XIII)
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Christ came to a suffering world to bring healing, reconciliation and hope. As I hear stories of the response of the Church to human
suffering in different parts of the world I see that hope made real. Churches and individual Christians are reaching out in love to those
in need: most often not from a position of power, but in vulnerability. That is exactly the sort of love that we celebrate at Christmas.
Love that gets its hands dirty. Love that is open and generous. Love that, without great ceremony, makes a difference. Jesus Christ,
the light of the world, shines even in the darkest times: for that we are thankful and in that we rejoice. For many in different parts of
the world this will be a different Christmas.
I pray that wherever Christians are they may find that hope, comfort and joy that comes from Jesus Christ. In that light and hope I
convey my greetings to you and to the faithful throughout the world, praying that, in the strength of God we all may continue to be
the ministers of Christ to the world he came to save.
The Most Reverend and Right Honorable Justin Welby
Archbishop of Canterbury and Primate of the Anglican Communion

Fr Andy writes about Baptism
I have not performed a baptism since the pandemic started. Rather than performing ‘private’ baptisms, I have encouraged families
(including my own) to wait. The very notion of a ‘private’ baptism is a contradiction in terms. Baptism is initiation into the body
of Christ and therefore demands the consent and promises of support from the parish for the baptismal candidate or catechumen.
Hopefully, an end to the waiting for baptism is within sight, but it has been, and continues to be, incredibly difficult to plan ahead
during a pandemic.
However, it is my intention to offer the sacrament of baptism at the Great Easter Vigil and on every Sunday during the season of
Easter (dates below) at the 8 AM physically-distanced service. In order to remain within our maximum capacity, only one person,
or multiple members of the same family, will be baptized at each service. According to the Diocesan Guidelines we are able to
accommodate a maximum of 41 people in the church (we have chosen to reduce that to 26 currently due to the high infection rate).
During the Easter season a significant number of ‘seats’ will be reserved for the catechumen and their family members.
But importantly, and due to the nature of baptism, some ‘seats’ must be available to members of the parish. In addition to the
presence of a few members of the parish, the baptisms will be streamed online so that all may at the very least witness the baptisms.
Those seeking baptism for themselves or for their child are invited to request one of the following dates:
†

Easter Vigil: Saturday, April 3 @ 8 PM (Date taken)

†

Second Sunday of Easter: Sunday, April 11 @ 8 AM (Date available)

†

Third Sunday of Easter: Sunday, April 18 @ 8 AM (Date available)

†

Fourth Sunday of Easter: Sunday, April 25 @ 8 AM (Date available)

†

Fifth Sunday of Easter: Sunday, May 3 @ 8 AM (Date available)

†

Sixth Sunday of Easter: Sunday, May 9 @ 8 AM (Date available)

†

Day of Pentecost: Sunday, May 23 @ 8 AM (Date available)

Trinity Church 150th Anniversary : 1872 – 2022
Triune God, you come to your people in dreams and visions:
quicken our imagination by your Holy Spirit, that we will be inspired
to honor our past, live out our baptism today, and serve future generations;
through Jesus Christ our Lord. Amen.
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Liturgy
†

Cover Art – “The Holy Family” by Alicja Ressa (Polish, oil on canvas, 2019)

†

Prelude –Pianist and composer Gina Sprunger (b. 1950) has long been active in the fields of sacred music and teaching.
She serves on the piano faculty of Bob Jones University and is a member of the Music Teachers National Association,
Greenville Music Teachers Association, and Federation of Music Clubs. She is a frequent adjudicator of local and state
music competitions. Dedicated to ministry and service from an early age, Gina now has nearly two dozen books of piano
music in publication.

†

Gathering Hymn – Words: Charles Wesley (1707-1788). Music: Felix Mendelssohn (1805-1847). An English Christmas
carol that first appeared in 1739 in the collection Hymns and Sacred Poems. As it is known in the modern era, it features
lyrical contributions from Charles Wesley and George Whitefield, two of the founding ministers of Methodism, with
music adapted by Felix Mendelssohn. Wesley had requested and received slow and solemn music for his lyrics, which has
since largely been discarded. The popular version is the result of alterations by various hands, notably by Whitefield, who
changed the opening couplet to the familiar one, and by Felix Mendelssohn, whose melody was used for the lyrics.
Collect of the Day – This Sunday takes precedence over the three Holy Days which follow Christmas Day. As necessary,
the observance of one, two, or all three of them, is postponed one day. In keeping with the principle of the priority of the
Lord’s Day, this revision provides a rubric that, if the Sunday after Christmas Day falls on December 26, 27, or 28, the
Sunday proper is to be used, and the observance of one, two, or all three of these feasts is to be postponed one day. The
collect has as its source the Sarum collect for a Mass celebrated on Christmas Day. Its ultimate source is the dawn stational
Mass at St. Anastasia’s found in the Gregorian sacramentary (no. 42). It entered the Prayer Book in 1928 as the collect of
the second Sunday after Christmas Day. –[Notes on the American Prayer Book by Marion Hatchett]

†

†

Nicene Creed – This version is designed to contain “all the expansive language texts currently authorized.” It is almost
identical to the version in the BCP. The omission of the words ‘and the Son’ (filioque) restores the text of the Creed to
the original wording agreed upon at the Fourth Ecumenical Council of Constantinople (381 CE). The addition of that
phrase was a later development implemented only in the Western Church and without the approval of a General Council.

†

Prayers of the People Adapted from riteplanning.com. Copyright © 2020 Church Publishing Inc. All rights reserved.

†

Offertory Anthem – Words: Aurelius Clemens Prudentius; translator: J.M. Neale. In the early fourth century, one of the
greatest controversies in the church came to a breaking point, and the Emperor Constantine called together the First
Council of Nicea to establish once and for all the Church’s official stance on the nature of the Trinity. Prudentius’ hymn
addresses this belief in the Trinity in the very first line. Music: DIVINUM MYSTERIUM

†

Spiritual Communion – From material adapted from the Prayer of St. Alphonsus de Liguori (1696-1787), an Italian writer,
composer, musician, artist, poet, lawyer, and theologian. He is said never to have refused absolution to a penitent; “the
penitents should be treated as souls to be saved rather than as criminals to be punished.” Additional material adapted from
A Prayer Book for the Armed Services 2007.

†

The Lord’s Prayer – John Dominica Crossan writes “What if the Lord’s Prayer is neither a Jewish prayer for Jews nor yet
a Christian prayer for Christians? What if it is [instead] a prayer from the heart of Judaism on the lips of Christianity for
the conscience of the world? What if it is [instead] a radical manifesto and a hymn of hope for all humanity in language
addressed to all the earth?”

†

Sending Hymn – Words: English carol, 18th cent. Music: English carol, 17th cent.; harm. John Stainer (1840-1901).

Trinity Episcopal Church
205 North Avenue, East, Cranford NJ 07016
Parish Phone: 908–276–4047 – Email: TrinityCranford@gmail.com
Visit our website: TrinityCranford.org

The Rev. Andrew David Kruger, Rector of the Parish
Personal Cell: (609) 933-5227 – Email: fr.andrew.kruger@gmail.com
Pastor’s Sabbath: Father Andy takes his rest on Mondays
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