
Trinity Episcopal Church 
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Welcome                   Andrew Kruger 

Prelude                                          Diademata – Michael D. Costello 

Anthony Rafaniello, piano 

I.  Gathering of God’s People 

Gathering Hymn                                          Llanfair                                     Hymnal 214 
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Acclamation                                                                                   

Presider  Alleluia.  Christ is risen. 

People  The Lord is risen indeed.  Alleluia. 

Presider  God has gone up with a shout: 

People   The Lord with the sound of a trumpet. 

Collect for Purity                                                                                    BCP 355 

The Presider prays. 

Almighty God, to you all hearts are open, all desires known, and from you no secrets are hid:  

Cleanse the thoughts of our hearts by the inspiration of your Holy Spirit, that we may perfectly  

love you, and worthily magnify your holy Name; through Christ our Lord.  Amen. 

Gloria                                            Hymnal S-278 
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Collect of the Day                                                                BCP 226 

Presider  The Lord be with you.  

Cantor  And also with you.  

Presider  Let us pray.  

Almighty God, whose blessed Son our Savior Jesus Christ ascended far above all heavens that he might fill all 

things:  Mercifully give us faith to perceive that, according to his promise, he abides with his Church on earth, 

even to the end of the ages; through Jesus Christ our Lord, who lives and reigns with you and the Holy Spirit, 

one God, in glory everlasting.  

Cantor  Amen. 

II.  Proclaiming and Receiving the Word of God 

First Reading                                  Acts 1:1-11 

Reader  A reading from the Acts of the Apostles. 

In the first book, Theophilus, I wrote about all that Jesus did and taught from the beginning until the day 

when he was taken up to heaven, after giving instructions through the Holy Spirit to the apostles whom he 

had chosen. After his suffering he presented himself alive to them by many convincing proofs, appearing to 

them during forty days and speaking about the kingdom of God. 

While staying with them, he ordered them not to leave Jerusalem, but to wait there for the promise of the 

Father.  “This is what you have heard from me; for John baptized with water, but you will be baptized with 

the Holy Spirit not many days from now.”   

So when they had come together, they asked him, “Lord, is this the time when you will restore the kingdom  

to Israel?”  He replied, “It is not for you to know the times or periods that the Father has set by his own 

authority.  But you will receive power when the Holy Spirit has come upon you; and you will be my witnesses 

in Jerusalem, in all Judea and Samaria, and to the ends of the earth.” 

When he had said this, as they were watching, he was lifted up, and a cloud took him out of their sight.  

While he was going and they were gazing up towards heaven, suddenly two men in white robes stood by them.  

They said, “Men of Galilee, why do you stand looking up towards heaven?  This Jesus, who has been taken up 

from you into heaven, will come in the same way as you saw him go into heaven.” 

Reader  The Word of the Lord.  

People  Thanks be to God.  
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Psalm 47                                                 Omnes gentes, plaudite                       Plainsong Psalter 

 Antiphon 

 

 

              TONE VII.3 

 

 
 

 

Epistle              Ephesians 1:15-23 

Reader        A reading from St. Paul’s letter to the Church in Ephesus. 

I have heard of your faith in the Lord Jesus and your love toward all the saints, and for this reason I do not 

cease to give thanks for you as I remember you in my prayers.  I pray that the God of our Lord Jesus Christ, 

the Father of glory, may give you a spirit of wisdom and revelation as you come to know him, so that, with the 

eyes of your heart enlightened, you may know what is the hope to which he has called you, what are the 

riches of his glorious inheritance among the saints, and what is the immeasurable greatness of his power for 

us who believe, according to the working of his great power.   
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God put this power to work in Christ when he raised him from the dead and seated him at his right hand in 

the heavenly places, far above all rule and authority and power and dominion, and above every name that is 

named, not only in this age but also in the age to come.  And he has put all things under his feet and has 

made him the head over all things for the church, which is his body, the fullness of him who fills all in all. 

Reader  The Word of the Lord.  

People  Thanks be to God.  

Gospel Acclamation                                     Alleluia                                       Nancy Miller 

 
Al-le  -  lu–ia,  Al-le - lu-ia,  Al–le  -  lu-ia,      Al-le  -  lu - ia,   Lord God of    Hosts. 

Cantor   Surely I will be with you always; to the very end of the age. 

Holy Gospel                                                                                                  Luke 24:44-53 

Presider    The Holy Gospel of our Lord Jesus Christ according to St Luke. 

People  Glory to you, Lord Christ. 

Jesus said to his disciples, “These are my words that I spoke to you while I was still with you—that everything 

written about me in the law of Moses, the prophets, and the psalms must be fulfilled.”   

Then he opened their minds to understand the scriptures, and he said to them, “Thus it is written, that the 

Messiah is to suffer and to rise from the dead on the third day, and that repentance and forgiveness of sins  

is to be proclaimed in his name to all nations, beginning from Jerusalem.  You are witnesses of these things.   

And see, I am sending upon you what my Father promised; so stay here in the city until you have been 

clothed with power from on high.”   

Then he led them out as far as Bethany, and, lifting up his hands, he blessed them.  While he was blessing 

them, he withdrew from them and was carried up into heaven.  And they worshiped him, and returned to 

Jerusalem with great joy; and they were continually in the temple blessing God. 

Presider  The Gospel of the Lord. 

People  Praise to you, Lord Christ. 

III.  Responding to the Proclaimed Word 

Children’s Talk                                                                                              Father Andy 

Nicene Creed                                                               Enriching Our Worship 53 

Presider  Let us affirm our faith in the words of the Nicene Creed. 
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We believe in one God,  

the Father, the Almighty,  

 maker of heaven and earth,  

of all that is, seen and unseen. 

We believe in one Lord, Jesus Christ,  

the only Son of God, 

 eternally begotten of the Father, 

 God from God, Light from Light,  

true God from true God, 

 begotten, not made,  

of one Being with the Father; 

 through him all things were made. 

For us and for our salvation  

he came down from heaven, 

 was incarnate of the Holy Spirit and the Virgin Mary 

 and became truly human. 

For our sake he was crucified under Pontius Pilate; 

 he suffered death and was buried. 

On the third day he rose again  

in accordance with the Scriptures; 

 he ascended into heaven  

and is seated at the right hand of the Father. 

He will come again in glory to judge the living and the dead, 

 and his kingdom will have no end. 

We believe in the Holy Spirit, the Lord, the giver of life, 

 who proceeds from the Father,  * 

 who with the Father and the Son is worshiped and glorified, 

 who has spoken through the prophets. 

We believe in one holy catholic and apostolic Church. 

We acknowledge one baptism for the forgiveness of sins. 

We look for the resurrection of the dead, 

 and the life of the world to come.  Amen. 

Prayers of the People                                                       Planning for Rites and Rituals, alt. 

The Presider says 

We stand amazed, O Lord, at your presence with us in our time and beyond time.  We turn our gaze to you, 

and ask for your guidance and protection. 

The Intercessor prays 

Fix the eyes of the church always on you, that we may see your glory and receive your blessing as we follow 

you in everything we do.  Guide all bishops, priests, deacons, and all the baptized to share in your risen and 

ascended life. 

Lord have mercy:  Christ have mercy. 
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Turn the hearts of the rulers of the nations toward the peace which you intend for all people, toward wise 

stewardship of the earth’s resources, for the good of all people in every time and place. 

Lord have mercy:  Christ have mercy. 

Increase our efforts to become determined and compassionate carriers of your love and comfort to a broken 

world so that the immeasurable greatness of your power may be made manifest. 

Lord have mercy:  Christ have mercy. 

Receive those who have died into the heavenly kingdom where there is no pain or grief, where time is no more, 

where they sing with your glorious saints in light. 

Lord have mercy:  Christ have mercy. 

The people add their thanksgivings and petitions using the chat function; the Presider concludes the prayers with the collect. 

Fill us with your Holy Spirit, that we may be your faithful witnesses in every area of our lives, everywhere we 

go, to everyone we meet.  We depend on your constant presence and power.  In Jesus’ name we pray.  Amen. 

Peace                                                                                                        BCP 360 

Presider The peace of the Lord be always with you. 

People And also with you. 

The People may unmute themselves to share the Peace. 

Announcements 

IV.  Celebrating at the Lord’s Table 

Offertory Sentence                  BCP 377 

Presider  Yours, O Lord, is the greatness, the power, the glory, the victory, and the majesty.   

For everything in heaven and on earth is yours.  Yours, O Lord, is the kingdom,  

and you are exalted as head over all.  

1 Chronicles 29:11 

Please mail pledges to Trinity Episcopal Church, 205 North Avenue, East, Cranford NJ  07016 

Offertory Anthem                                “Festival Canticle: Worthy is Christ” – Richard Hillert 

Refrain        This is the feast of victory for our God.  Alleluia, Alleluia, Alleluia. 

Worthy is Christ, the Lamb who was slain, whose blood set us free to be people of God. 

Power, riches, wisdom and strength, and honor, blessing and glory are His. 

Sing with all the people of God, and join in the hymn of all creation: 

“Blessing, honor, glory and might be to God and the Lamb forever.  Amen.” 

For the Lamb who was slain has begun His reign.  Alleluia. 



9 

Thanksgiving                             Nathan Nettleton 

Presider  The Lord be with you. 

People   And also with you. 

Presider  Let us give thanks to the Lord our God. 

People   It is right to give our thanks and praise. 

We give you all thanks and praise with shouts of joy, O God, for you have called us to a rich hope and a 

glorious inheritance among the saints.  You fixed the world in place and rule over all from your sacred throne.  

You formed a people for yourself and through Moses and the prophets you spoke to them of the Christ who 

fills all in all. 

As it was written, he suffered and was killed, but you raised him from the dead and he walked again with his 

chosen ones, speaking to them of your glorious kingdom.  You carried him into heaven on the clouds and 

made him head over all things for the church, seating him at your right hand far above all rule and authority, 

power and dominion, and above every name that is named, not only in this age but also in the age to come. 

Therefore, with our hearts lifted high, we offer you thanks and praise at all times through Jesus Christ  

our Lord, who lives and reigns with you and the Holy Spirit, one God, for ever and ever.  AMEN. 

Invitation to Spiritual Communion                        

Presider  Creator of all, you wash away our sins, you give us new birth by the Spirit, and redeem us  

in the blood of Christ.  As we celebrate the resurrection, renew your gift of life within us.  

We ask this in the name of Jesus Christ the risen Lord.  Amen. 

Behold the Lamb of God who takes away the sin of the world. 

Presider  The gifts of God: 

People  For the people of God. 

Silence is kept and an image of Trinity’s reserved sacrament is revealed. 

Spiritual Communion                                                  St. Ignatius Loyola 

Presider  Let each of us invite Christ to come into our heart. 

Soul of Christ, sanctify me.   

Body of Christ, save me. 

Blood of Christ, inebriate me.   

Water from the side of Christ, wash me. 

Passion of Christ, strengthen me.   

O good Jesus, hear me. 

Within your wounds hide me.   

Do not allow me to be separated from you. 

From the malevolent enemy defend me.   

In the hour of my death call me,  

and bid me come to you, 

that with your saints I may praise you  

forever and ever.  Amen. 
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Communion Meditation                            Laudate omnes gentes                    Taizé Community 

 

 

Lord’s Prayer                                                                             BCP 364 

Presider  And now, as our Savior Christ has taught us, we are bold to say, 

People and Presider 

Our Father, who art in heaven,  

 hallowed be thy name,  

 thy kingdom come, thy will be done,  

  on earth as it is in heaven.   

Give us this day our daily bread.   

And forgive us our trespasses,  

 as we forgive those who trespass against us.   

And lead us not into temptation,  

 but deliver us from evil.   

For thine is the kingdom,  

 and the power, and the glory  

 for ever and ever.  Amen. 

Commissioning                                                                               Nathan Nettleton 

Presider Go out into the world.  and in your words and in your lives bear witness to the Christ  

who has ascended to be everywhere present. 

Blessing                                                                                                     BCP 366 

The Priest blesses the people, saying 

The peace of God, which passes all understanding, keep your hearts and minds in the knowledge  

and love of God, and of his Son Jesus Christ our Lord; and the blessing of God Almighty,   

 the Father, the Son, and the Holy Spirit, be among you, and remain with you always.  Amen. 
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V.  Going out as God’s People 

Sending Hymn                                                 Diademata                                    Hymnal 494 

 

 

 

 

Dismissal                                    BCP 366 

Presider Alleluia, alleluia.  Let us bless the Lord. 

People Thanks be to God.  Alleluia, alleluia. 
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What you need to know today … 

Sandwich Sunday is today  Consider participating in this important outreach effort to feed the poor.  Traditionally held on the third 

Sunday of the month; St. John’s Episcopal in Elizabeth is our sister parish and it is a privilege to team up with their efforts to alleviate 

hunger.  Click here to learn about the necessary items which are needed or contact Marion Nechuta (908-451-4498) or email the office.   

Children’s Service today  On the third Sunday of the month, the 10 AM online service is directed towards the family with increased 

participation from our younger members; there is no Sunday school and the whole family is encouraged to worship together online. 

Sunday School  Class is held during the school year on Sunday morning during the 10 AM service until May 30.  For information, please 

contact the co-superintendents Marion Nechuta (marionnechuta@yahoo.com) or Dr. Elizabeth Rees (bethrees09@gmail.com).   

The Parish Office  Marion Nechuta is in the office on Thursday afternoons to field phone calls only, no in-person contact is permitted at 

this time.  Marion may be contacted via the parish email or her cell (908-451-4498) during the rest of the week from 2:30 PM to 5 PM. 

Holding a meeting under the TEDS tents?  Please call Marion Nechuta (908-451-4498) or email the parish office to reserve the space. 

Altar Flowers and Sanctuary Candle  Each week both are available for personal attribution, to remember loved ones, to honor others, 

to celebrate lives.  Email the parish office with any questions as to the process.  Please note, the deadline is 4 PM Wednesday before 

the Sunday being requested; remember that there can be multiple attributions each week. 

May 23  In celebration of the birthday of Emma Willix (the 19th) from Stephanie & Jim Willix  

May 30  In loving memory of Charles Edward Post from Sophie Beier 

June 6  In loving memory of Charles Pecoraro, from his daughter Dianne Pecoraro, and grandchildren Sal and Danielle Brown 

Sept 12   In loving memory of Joan Collins-Beres from her daughter, Cheryl Pantina 

‘The Liturgical Year through Stained Glass’ is an instructional video created by Trinity’s Confirmation class and using Trinity’s stained-

glass windows to illustrate the liturgical seasons; watch it here.  

Parish Pledges  The parish leadership is so grateful for your faithfulness.  Please continue to mail pledges — labeled  “To Financial 

Secretary” — to Trinity Church, 205 North Avenue East, Cranford, NJ 07016. 

Intercessory Prayer List  Each person on the list is prayed for at Morning Prayer and Evening Prayer.  You are encouraged to add and 

update your prayer requests; please click on this link.  Please remember to move the person you are praying for to the “Thanksgiving for 

Healing” section if and when that becomes appropriate. 

The Banns of Marriage are published between Patti Fernicola and Jennifer Czylek.  You are required to give your consent to their 

marriage, if you cannot you are to speak now or else for ever hereafter hold your peace.  The wedding date is Saturday, May 29.  This 

is the second time of asking. 

What you need to know this week … 

The Daily Offices  Morning and Evening Prayer are held online Monday through Friday at 8:30 AM and 5 PM respectively.   

Trinity Handbell Choir rehearsal is every Wednesday at 6:30 PM in-person  The last rehearsal is May 26.  Click here for more 

information, visit TrinityCranford.org and click Music, or contact Anthony Rafaniello (anthonyrafaniello@gmail.com).  

Trinity Virtual Choir rehearsal is every Wednesday at 8 PM online  The last rehearsal is May 26.  Click here for more information, visit 

TrinityCranford.org and click Music, or contact Anthony Rafaniello (anthonyrafaniello@gmail.com) if you have any questions.  

Women’s Bible Study  Thursdays from 10 AM to 11:30 AM via Trinity’s online platform.  Nancy Miller leaves the discussion on Catherine 

of Sienna and moves on to Mechthild (or Matilda) of Magdeburg (1207-1288), the first mystic to write in German, a Beguine, and a 

Christian medieval mystic, whose book The Flowing Light of Divinity is a compendium of visions, prayers, dialogs and mystical accounts. 

Compline  Consider ending your day with the peaceful prayer office of Compline, Thursday nights at 8 PM via Trinity’s online platform.   

COVID CONNECT helpline provides support to individuals who are experiencing mental health and substance abuse issues related to 

the spread of the COVID-19 virus.  Call (833) 223-0011 Monday through Friday, 8 AM to 8 PM. 

https://docs.google.com/spreadsheets/d/1GRG9M70MmOkns4bkpaBG9hOUSdStDce96HxJK3Qg13s/edit?usp=sharing
mailto:marionnechuta@yahoo.com
https://www.trinitycranford.org/liturgical-calander
https://docs.google.com/document/d/1C2xLvyim3I6-cUMahPNbFSbn8rKIXH2jYWvwylYII7Q/edit?usp=sharing
https://docs.google.com/document/d/1gP5kwTVb4Ajn5sjkefs7N6BIP_DTx2jNEHDmAwHiiDk/edit?usp=sharing
https://docs.google.com/document/d/1gP5kwTVb4Ajn5sjkefs7N6BIP_DTx2jNEHDmAwHiiDk/edit?usp=sharing
mailto:TrinityCranford.org
mailto:anthonyrafaniello@gmail.com
https://docs.google.com/document/d/1gP5kwTVb4Ajn5sjkefs7N6BIP_DTx2jNEHDmAwHiiDk/edit?usp=sharing
http://trinitycranford.org/
mailto:anthonyrafaniello@gmail.com
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What you need to know for the future … 

Baptisms During the Easter Season  The sacrament of baptism has been offered at the 8 AM in-person and physically-distanced service.  

Please pray for the candidates, their parents, and sponsors involved in the sacrament of baptism.  This morning’s catechumen was Wesley 

Ditzel IV and next Sunday, on the Day of Pentecost, May 23 it will be Matias Juarez. 

Calling all graduates  Register for this year’s Baccalaureate celebration with Bishop Stokes next Sunday, May 23 at 3 PM, featuring the 

presentation of scholarships, a virtual parade of graduates, and more! 

Journeying Towards Reparations a Zoom webinar for the Diocese of New Jersey on May 25 at 7 PM. Click here to view the flyer, and 

click here to register.  

Stamp Out Despair  The Ministry for the Imprisoned thanks all who donated for their very generous response which enabled a donation 

of 59 books of stamps (valued at $650).  Thirteen “Dear Friend” notes to accompany the stamps were also received.  Writing a note is 

challenging and not much guidance was provided.  The goal is a note for each book of stamps, please consider writing one or more notes 

and send the notes to the parish office by Sunday, May 30.  Here are some sample ideas: 

† Dear Friend, I am thinking about you today and praying for you and your loved ones. Remember that God cares for you and that 

you are never alone. Peace and hope to you. 

† Dear Friend, May God be with you and give you comfort, peace and hope.  

† Dear Friend, I hope these postage stamps enable you to stay in touch with your loved ones at this difficult time. Know that you are 

not forgotten and are in our prayers.  

CCC/IFHRC Scholarship  The recipient of the Cranford Clergy Council/Interfaith Human Relations Committee (CCC/IFHRC) Scholarship 

must be a graduating senior from any public or private school and is a congregant of a Cranford House of Worship.  The students must 

be active in their church or synagogue and must plan to continue their education by attending college or vocational school.  This award is 

not based on academic or athletic achievement, but on how their faith has encouraged them to serve God and people through volunteerism 

in their House of Worship and Community.  Applications must be completed and submitted by Noon on June 1. 

Trinity Men’s Group meets on the first Saturday of the month from 8 AM to 9 AM online.  All men of the parish are invited to explore 

the scriptures together.  Last week, the discussion centered on the book of the prophet Isaiah.  The group’s next meeting is June 5. 

Assistance with clothing and footwear for families in need will be offered by Calvary Tabernacle on Saturday, June 5.  Click here 

for more information. 

Outdoor In-Person Eucharist on Sunday, June 6 at 10 AM.  The parish will bid farewell to Joe and Julia Bardzilowski during this service 

as they prepare for their move out of the area.  There will be a fellowship hour after the service with an ice cream truck and other snacks.  

Click here to sign up for the service. 

The Trinity Cranford ECW Scholarship Committee is now accepting requests from qualifying 2021 high school graduates.  To apply, 

you must be an active parishioner of Trinity.  In order to qualify, be accepted and attending (or planning to attend) an institute of higher 

learning in 2021.  Email the office by June 11 and an application will be sent to you.  For questions, call Holly Ives (908-277-2821) or 

Marion Nechuta (908-451-4498). 

Game Night  Confirmation Class vs. Sunday School  Sunday, June 13 from 5 PM to 6:30 PM under the tents.  Games for all ages; which 

team will win the most?  A link to register will be provided closer to the date.  

Trinity Women’s Group meets on the second Monday of the month from 7 PM to 8 PM online.  All women of the parish are invited to 

explore the scriptures together.  The next meeting is June 14. 

Saint John’s Episcopal Church in Elizabeth is our sister parish.  Their Pantry is getting bare.  Please help in stocking it; click here for more 

details about the items needed and deliver them to Marion Nechuta at 310 W. Clay Avenue, Roselle Park.  

Cranford’s Equity and Inclusivity Initiative invites young adults (ages 14 to 20) to discuss issues of race and ethnicity.  Click here for 

more information and to register. 

https://mailchi.mp/dioceseofnj.org/celebrate-our-graduates-may-23?e=5ca97169bf
https://bbb7461d-45dc-47f2-b7c0-2e55cf9166cf.usrfiles.com/ugd/bbb746_ffd5d74ab5a945349a5dff1b1a4909c9.pdf
https://docs.google.com/forms/d/e/1FAIpQLSd32_gDAo5xKyT5qe_taZ6tW82F0AqxieR-URRWceuo1FGN2g/viewform
https://docs.google.com/document/d/1Rp0rv3ACWBDTQwzrnXRi2VdOJ1Th5dUGqiDokj6cFeU/edit?usp=sharing
https://www.surveymonkey.com/r/GN8D3JN
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Mystagogia is the period when believers contemplate the Church’s life and sacraments.  As part of the Year of Eucharist, the 150th 

Liturgical Committee offers an online class delving into the mysteries of the Eucharist.  The class takes the form of an instructed Eucharist 

followed by discussion time.  Click here to view the most recent Mystagogia class on Thursday, May 13.  The next class will be announced. 

Year of Eucharist Reflections  This year, we seek to more fully develop our Eucharistic identity as individuals and as a community.  The 

Liturgical Committee is inviting everyone to share their eucharistic experience.  View Peter Waldron’s moving reflection on the Eucharist 

by clicking here. (the password is 1872).  Take some time to prayerfully reflect on the personal question of what Eucharist means to you.   

“Remembrances and Recollections”  The Trinity website contains a growing number of historical contributions from parishioners including 

Dr. Arthur Patchett’s and Lois Patchett’s activities and accomplishments while at Trinity, anecdotes by Lynn Kiamie-Bianchini and Bonnie 

Gentesse, who spearheaded the annual “Breakfast with Santa” fund-raiser for many years, reflecting on the amount of work and great 

joy that resulted.  Share your story; please contact members of the Archival Committee:  Vicki Goralski, Irene Telerico or Fran Witherington. 

 

1872 – 2022 

Trinity Church 150th Anniversary 
Triune God, you come to your people in dreams and visions: 

quicken our imagination by your Holy Spirit, 

that we will be inspired to honor our past, live out our baptism today, and serve future generations; 

through Jesus Christ our Lord.  Amen.  

Celebrating 149 Years of God’s Faithfulness 

 

Feast of the Ascension 

For over forty days we have been celebrating with joyful hearts the resurrection of our Lord Jesus Christ, who burst forth from the 

tomb and defeated the power of sin and death.  Christ appeared to the disciples many times and told them about the kingdom of 

God.  Today we recall how the Lord left this earth and returned to the Father, ascending into heaven to take the throne over all 

dominions and powers.  Trusting in Christ’s reign over all creation, let us hear the story of our Lord’s parting. –[Common Worship] 

The Feast of the Ascension of Jesus Christ is celebrated 40 days after Easter Day, marking the conclusion of Jesus’ post-resurrection 

appearances and his ascension into heaven.  Celebration of this holy day dates back at least to the late fourth century, and scriptural 

references to Jesus’ ascension occur in both the Acts of the Apostles [Acts 1: 6-11] and the Gospel of Mark [Mark 16:19].  The Ascension 

of Jesus is also professed in the Apostles’ Creed and the Nicene Creed:  “He ascended into heaven and is seated at the right hand 

of the Father” [BCP, pp. 120, 358].  

Current understandings of the universe, buttressed by the reign of reason in Western thought, have caused the ascension to become 

a large question mark for most Christians.  It used to be supposed that heaven was a few thousand feet up in the air; now that we 

know something of the scope of the universe, this is manifest nonsense.  For many decades, large sectors of Protestants and 

Episcopalians simply did not observe Ascension Day, either on its proper Thursday or on the Sunday following.  The occasion was 

too confusing and embarrassing.  There are several ways in which we might think of the ascension more helpfully.  First among 

these is an affirmation that the Risen One is now bound by neither time nor space.  Jesus of Nazareth dwelt some thirty years in 

a very small territory to the east of the Mediterranean.  But through the power of the resurrection Christ is revealed as present at 

all times and in all places.  That presence is effected by the power of the Holy Spirit, nothing less than Christ filling all things. 

Ascension Day always falls on the fortieth day of the Easter season which was Thursday, May 13.  Because Ascension Day is a 

Major Feast in the church, we have transferred the celebration to today, May 16.  It is the occasion on which the risen Christ is 

taken into heaven after appearing to his followers for forty days [Acts 1:1-11, Mark 16:19].  The Ascension marks the conclusion of Jesus’ 

post-resurrection appearances. 

https://www.trinitycranford.org/adult-education
https://www.trinitycranford.org/forum/year-of-eucharist-reflections/please-share-your-personal-encounter-with-the-eucharist/p-1/dl-602dd1ac7b55ea0017887584?commentId=602dd1ac7b55ea0017887584&origin=notification&postId=602021366e0b7e00177e00f9
https://www.trinitycranford.org/remembrances-recollections
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Lectionary & Liturgy 

† Prelude – American conductor, organist, church musician and composer Michael D. Costello (b. 1979), a pastor of the 

Evangelical Lutheran Church in America, is currently the cantor at Grace Lutheran Church in River Forest, IL. 

† Gathering Hymn – Words: Charles Wesley (1707-1788); despite being one of the founders of Methodism, he wrote “I have 

lived, and I die, in the Communion of the Church of England, and I will be buried in the yard of my parish church.” Eight 

clergymen of the Church of England bore his pall.  Music: usually attributed to blind Welsh singer Robert Williams (1781-

1821). A basket weaver with great innate musical ability, he could write out a tune after hearing it just once.  

† In Excelsis Gloria – Words: Anonymous, 15th cent. medieval.  Music: William James Mathias (1934-1992) © 1976 Oxford 

University Press. Written while a student at the University of Wales, Aberystwyth for the Elizabethan Madrigal Singers. 

† Collect of the Day – Scriptural allusions include Ephesians 4:10 and Matthew 28:20. Selected as a prayer in the Scottish 

revision of 1912., it dates to the Leonine, earliest of the sacramentaries. –[Notes on the American Prayer Book by Marion Hatchett] 

† Psalter – Plainsong dates from the earliest centuries of Christianity. It has one melody traditionally sung without musical 

accompaniment, and based on the psalms. Editor James Litton (an American musician) directed the American Boychoir 

from 1985 to 2001 and is one of the leading choral conductors. He was a member of the Standing Commission on Church 

Music, participated in the publication of the Hymnal 1982, and is a Fellow of the Royal School of Church Music, one of 7 

Americans to receive this honor. 

† *  Nicene Creed – This version is designed to contain “all the expansive language texts currently authorized.” It is almost 

identical to the version in the BCP. The omission of the words ‘and the Son’ (filioque) restores the text of the Creed to the 

original wording agreed upon at the Fourth Ecumenical Council of Constantinople (381 CE). The addition of that phrase 

was a later development implemented only in the Western Church and without the approval of a General Council.  

† Offertory Anthem – Words: based on Revelation 5:12-14 by John W. Arthur (1922-1980) © 1978 Augsburg Fortress.  Music: 

© 1975, 1988 by Richard Hillert (1923-2010); admin. OCP. A noted Lutheran composer and teacher of composition, he was 

Professor of Music at Concordia from 1959 to 1993. During this time, he taught classes in music theory and composition, 

music literature, 20th century music, orchestration, keyboard instruction, comparative arts and liturgical worship. 

† Thanksgiving & Commission – ©2002 LaughingBird.net  Nathan Nettleton is the pastor of the South Yarra Community 

Baptist Church in Australia. He also writes and teaches on Christian worship and Baptist identity. His website provides 

liturgical resources from which we have drawn the preface and the commissioning of the congregation. “After attending 

private schools and a nice local church,  he naturally dropped out of college, got kicked out of Bible College, became a truck 

driver, crashed a motorbike, and failed in marriage. But after working in a mission among the street people of St Kilda in 

1990, and took a second shot at a theological education. He continued his work at the “House of Hope” for nearly five 

years before becoming pastor of SYCBC, Victoria, Australia in May 1994.” 

† Spiritual Communion –Popularly believed to have been composed by Saint Ignatius of Loyola, who put it at the beginning 

of his Spiritual Exercises and often refers to it. In its first edition, Ignatius merely mentions it, evidently supposing that the 

reader would know it. It was by assuming that everything in the book was written by Ignatius that it came to be looked 

upon as his. However, the prayer actually dates to the early 14th century but its authorship remains uncertain. It has been 

found in prayer books printed during the youth of Ignatius and is in manuscripts which were written a hundred years 

before his birth in practically the same form as we have it today.  

† Communion Meditation – Words: Psalm 117, Taizé Community.  Music: Jacques Berthier (1923-1994) © 1978, 1980, 1981, 

Les Presses de Taizé, GIA Publications, Inc.  In 1955, Berthier, a French composer of liturgical music, was asked to compose 

music for the nascent community of 20 brothers at Taizé Community. In 1975, he returned and for the next 20 years built 

up a body of church music that is widely used in North American church music in both Roman Catholic and Protestant 

traditions. Until his death he served for 33 years as organist at St. Ignace Church, Paris; he requested that none of his own 

music be used in his funeral at Saint-Sulpice.  

† Sending Hymn – Words: Matthew Bridges (1800-1894).  Music: George Job Elvey (1816-1893) composed the text and 

published it in the 1868 Appendix to Hymns Ancient and Modern. Since then, it has retained its association. The name is 

derived from the Greek word for crowns. At age 19, he became organist and master of the boys’ choir at St. George Chapel, 

Windsor, where he remained until his retirement in 1882. He was frequently called upon to provide music for royal 

ceremonies such as Princess Louise’s wedding in 1871 (after which he was knighted). 
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Pastor’s Sabbath:  Father Andy takes his rest on Mondays 

 

Preaching the Gospel of John with Saint Augustine: A Master Class with Rowan Williams and John Cavadini  Webinar June 8, 

2021 11:00 AM EST  Sponsored by the Living Church Institute, New City Press, and the McGrath Institute at Notre Dame.  

Preachers, teachers, and Christians across the globe have found the passionate, pastoral, and psychologically astute writings of St. 

Augustine of Hippo fresh and relevant century after century.  Now a new translation of St. Augustine's Homilies on the Gospel of 

John (New City Press) has arrived just in time for a month of summer preaching on John 6.  This online master class with renowned 

Augustine scholars Rowan Williams and John Cavadini will focus specifically on Augustine's homilies on John 6.  Register here. 

 

From the Diocese:  Clergy News 

The Reverend Amy S. Cornell, called as Rector of St. David’s, Cranbury, effective June 1, 2021.  Rev. Cornell served previously as 

Rector of Grace-St. Paul’s, Mercerville, NJ.  Amy was baptized and confirmed at Trinity, Cranford and was a very active member 

all her life until hearing the call to ordination; her parents, Tom and Joan Cornell, were life-long members of Trinity. 

Pentecost Resources from the Diocese 

Pentecost is one of the most exciting times of the church year!  Unfortunately, it tends to get lost in the post-Easter, end-of-program 

year rush.  The importance of the arrival of the Holy Spirit in our midst, our growing discipleship, and the celebration of the birth 

of the church is worth the effort.  Here are a few simple and sharable ideas for Pentecost formation: 

† Faith at Home  Many of the symbols of Pentecost are so strikingly visual, and that makes celebrating it at home exciting.  

One easy idea is to wear red, decorate with red, set a table with red accents, and even eat red food.  Another cool tradition: 

hang wind chimes on Pentecost.  Encourage families to take and share photos to a common hashtag or church account to 

help build a sense of community even when apart.  Five Ways to Celebrate Pentecost at Home 

† Pentecost Print-outs  Here are two resources that can be printed and mailed or distributed, or attached as .pdfs to emails 

or webpages.  Both offer a simple explanation of the meaning of Pentecost, along with some simple prayers to say at home. 

o God’s Big Pentecost Story .pdf >> 

o Pentecost at Home .pdf >> 

† Books  A wonderful new Pentecost book arrived this year:  Breathe: A Child’s Guide to Ascension, Pentecost, and the Growing 

Time by Laura Alary (Paraclete Press, 2021) is geared towards children, but can enlighten readers of any age.  This is great 

to recommend to parents and grandparents, or as part of a church library.  it would also make a wonderful parish gift to 

the newly baptized. Breathe: A Child’s Guide to Ascension, Pentecost and the Growing Time 

† Thy Kingdom Come is a global prayer movement that emerged from the Church of England in 2016.  It is focused on the 

days between Ascension and Pentecost (May 13 - 23 this year) and uses the powerful words of the Lord’s Prayer to deepen 

relationships with God and pray for others around the world.  This year’s resources include two booklets that can be 

printed and distributed or emailed via .pdf to individuals and parishioners.  Although labeled for the days leading to 

Pentecost, these resources could be used anytime in the season of Pentecost. 

o Thy Kingdom Come Prayer Journal 

o Thy Kingdom Come Novena: Praying the Psalms from Ascension to Pentecost 

https://livingchurch.us10.list-manage.com/track/click?u=7ced8d836c23908f3154a3db7&id=ee5b314075&e=fae628251e
https://www.growchristians.org/2017/05/30/thinking-ahead-to-pentecost-five-ways-to-celebrate/
https://mcusercontent.com/7c264b4b77ef5ef9bcfb336c5/files/c0366295-1127-7d1b-0fd4-da3d171079f7/Dwell_Gods_Big_Pentecost_Story.pdf
https://mcusercontent.com/7c264b4b77ef5ef9bcfb336c5/files/f47f83cc-624f-3665-dfc4-dc0979268465/At_Home_Pentecost.pdf
https://www.amazon.com/Breathe-Childs-Ascension-Pentecost-Growing/dp/1640605606
https://www.thykingdomcome.global/
https://mcusercontent.com/7c264b4b77ef5ef9bcfb336c5/files/b96c6958-e65f-5273-42c0-2d1ae8b88803/TKC_Prayer_Journal_2021_DOWNLOAD.pdf
https://mcusercontent.com/7c264b4b77ef5ef9bcfb336c5/files/cce021fc-2a71-908a-4f2a-cf055030a720/RC1053_TKC_Novena2021_V5_WEB.pdf

