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Preparatory Silence
A minute of silence is kept, during which the following prayer may be used privately in
the silence of your heart. It is the prayer appointed for ‘Before Worship,’ #64 on page
833 of the BCP

O Almighty God,
you pour out your spirit of grace
and of supplication upon all who ask:
Deliver us, when we draw near to you,
from coldness of heart and wanderings of mind,
that with steadfast thoughts and kindled affections
we may worship you in spirit and in truth;
through Jesus Christ our Lord. Amen.

Gathering Sentence and Prayer
The Lord be with you:
And also with you.
The Word was made flesh and dwelt among us:
O come, let us worship.
Blessèd are you, Sovereign God, creator of all;
To you be glory and praise for ever!
You founded the earth in the beginning
and the heavens are the work of your hands.
As we rejoice in the gift of your presence among us,
let the light of your love always shine in our hearts
and your praises ever be on our lips,
Father, Son and Holy Spirit:
Blessèd be God for ever!

Gathering Canticle — A Song of the Messiah
Populus, qui ambulabat — Isaiah 9: 2-7
Antiphon

To us a child is born, to us a son is given;*
who is called Mighty God and Prince of Peace.
1. The people who walked in darkness
have seen a great light;*
those who dwelt in a land of deep darkness,
upon them the light has dawned.
2. You have increased their joy
and given them great gladness;*
they rejoiced before you as with joy at the harvest.
3. For you have shattered the yoke that burdened them;*
the collar that lay heavy on their shoulders.

4. For to us a child is born and to us a son is given,*
and the government will be upon his shoulder.
5. And his name will be called: Wonderful Counsellor;
the Mighty God;*
the Everlasting Father; the Prince of Peace.
6. Of the increase of his government and of peace*
there will be no end,
7. Upon the throne of David and over his kingdom,*
to establish and uphold it
with justice and righteousness.
8. From this time forth and for evermore;*
the zeal of the Lord of hosts will do this.
Antiphon

To us a child is born, to us a son is given;*
who is called Mighty God and Prince of Peace.

Prayer
The night has passed and the day lies open before us;
let us pray with one heart and mind:
As we rejoice in the gift of this new day,
so may the light of your presence, O God,
set our hearts on fire with love for you;
now and for ever. Amen.

Psalmody
[The appointed Psalm/s are read ‘in the round’. The doxology is said after the Psalm]

Glory to the Father, and to the Son, and to the Holy Spirit,
as it was in the beginning, is now, and will be for ever.
Amen.

First Reading
A reading from…
[After the reading is said]

Hear what the Spirit is saying to the Churches :
Thanks be to God.

Canticle — A Song of God’s Chosen One
Egredietur virga de radice Jesse — Isaiah 11: 1-4a, 6, 9

Antiphon

The Spirit of the Lord shall rest upon him,*
the spirit of wisdom and understanding.
1. There shall come forth a shoot from the stock of Jesse,*
and a branch shall grow out of his roots.
2. And the Spirit of the Lord shall rest upon him,*
the spirit of wisdom and understanding,
3. The spirit of counsel and might,*
the spirit of knowledge and the fear of the Lord.

4. He shall not judge by what his eyes see,*
or decide by what his ears hear,
5. But with righteousness he shall judge the poor,*
and decide with equity for the meek of the earth.
6. The wolf shall dwell with the lamb,*
and the leopard shall lie down with the kid.
7. The calf and the lion cub together,*
with a little child to lead them.
8. They shall not hurt or destroy in all my holy mountain,*
for the earth shall be full of the knowledge
of the Lord as the waters cover the sea.
Antiphon

The Spirit of the Lord shall rest upon him,*
the spirit of wisdom and understanding.

Second Reading
A reading from…
[After the reading is said]

Hear what the Spirit is saying to the Churches :
Thanks be to God.

Aﬃrmation of Faith
Adapted from the Athanasian Creed

We proclaim the Church’s faith in Jesus Christ.
We believe that our Lord Jesus Christ,
the Only Begotten, is both human and divine.
Jesus is God from God, the only Begotten from before time began;
Jesus is human born of Mary,
Fully God and fully human.
The Holy Spirit is God, one with the Father and the Son,
giving us wisdom and sustaining us by grace
Jesus Christ is the very Word of God spoken in time and eternity.
The Word became flesh and lived among us;
we have seen his glory,
the glory of the only Son from the Father,
full of grace and truth. Amen.

The Prayers of the People
Let us pray…
Wonderful Counselor,
your glory is beyond our understanding
and your love is beyond measure:
Let us know your presence now.
Source of Life,
your power girds creation,
your hands cradle the hills,
and your mercy is boundless:
Let us know your presence now.

Prince of Peace,
your righteousness is like the strong mountains
and your justice is as the great deep:
Let us know your presence now.
Emmanuel, your arm is mighty to save;
hold all humanity in your unbounded love:
Make us your healing presence in the world.
Here, the people may add particular intercessions or thanksgivings.

Lord have mercy: Christ have mercy

Concluding Collect
Almighty God,
who wonderfully created us in your own image
and yet more wonderfully restored us
through your Son Jesus Christ:
grant that, as he came to share our humanity,
so we may share the life of his divinity;
who is alive and reigns with you,
in the unity of the Holy Spirit,
one God, now and for ever.
Amen.

The Lord’s Prayer
Rejoicing in the presence of God here among us,
let us pray with confidence as our Savior has taught us
Our Father in heaven,
hallowed be your Name,
your kingdom come, your will be done,
on earth as in heaven.
Give us today our daily bread.
Forgive us our sins as we forgive those
who sin against us.
Save us from the time of trial,
and deliver us from evil.
For the kingdom, the power,
and the glory are yours, now and for ever.
Amen.

Collect of the Day
[The Officiant prays the Collect of the Day]

Conclusion
May God,
who has called us out of darkness
into his marvelous light,
bless us and fill us with peace.
Amen.
Let us bless the Lord.
Thanks be to God.

