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The Feast of the Epiphany
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The Reverend Andrew David Kruger, Presider
Anthony Rafaniello, Director of Music and Organist
John Beier, Senior Warden & Sydney O‘Hagan, Junior Warden

Welcome

Andy Kruger

Prelude

Anthony Rafaniello

The bell is rung and the people stand.

Acclamation
Presider
People

BCP 323

Blessed be God: Father, Son, and Holy Spirit.
And blessed be his kingdom, now and for ever. Amen.

Collect for Purity

BCP 323

Let us pray together the collect for purity.
Almighty God, unto whom all hearts are open,
all desires known, and from whom no secrets are hid:
Cleanse the thoughts of our hearts
by the inspiration of thy Holy Spirit,
that we may perfectly love thee,
and worthily magnify thy holy Name;
through Christ our Lord.
Amen.

Gloria

BCP 324
Glory be to God on high,
and on earth peace, good will towards men.
We praise thee, we bless thee,
we worship thee, we glorify thee,
we give thanks to thee for thy great glory,
O Lord God, heavenly King, God the Father Almighty.
O Lord, the only-begotten Son, Jesus Christ;
O Lord God, Lamb of God, Son of the Father,
that takest away the sins of the world,
have mercy upon us.
Thou that takest away the sins of the world,
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receive our prayer.
Thou that sittest at the right hand of God the Father,
have mercy upon us.
For thou only art holy; thou only art the Lord;
thou only, O Christ, with the Holy Ghost,
art most high in the glory of God the Father.
Amen.

Collect of the Day

People

The Lord be with you.
And with thy spirit.

Presider

Let us pray.

Presider

BCP 182

O God, who by the leading of a star
didst manifest thy only begotten Son
to the peoples of the earth:
Lead us, who know thee now by faith, to thy presence,
where we may behold thy glory face to face;
through the same Jesus Christ our Lord,
who liveth and reigneth with thee and the Holy Spirit,
one God, now and for ever. Amen.
The People are seated.

First Reading
Reader

Isaiah 60:1-6

A reading from the book of the prophet Isaiah.

Arise, shine; for your light has come, and the glory of the LORD has risen upon you.
For darkness shall cover the earth, and thick darkness the peoples; but the LORD
will arise upon you, and his glory will appear over you. Nations shall come to your
light, and kings to the brightness of your dawn. Lift up your eyes and look around;
they all gather together, they come to you; your sons shall come from far away, and
your daughters shall be carried on their nurses’ arms.
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Then you shall see and be radiant; your heart shall thrill and rejoice, because the
abundance of the sea shall be brought to you, the wealth of the nations shall come
to you. A multitude of camels shall cover you, the young camels of Midian and
Ephah; all those from Sheba shall come. They shall bring gold and frankincense,
and shall proclaim the praise of the LORD.
Reader
People

The Word of the Lord.
Thanks be to God.

Psalm 72:1-7, 10-14

Deus, Judicium

1. Give the King your justice, O God, *
and your righteousness to the King’s Son;
2. That he may rule your people righteously *
and the poor with justice;
3. That the mountains may bring prosperity to the people, *
and the little hills bring righteousness.
4. He shall defend the needy among the people; *
he shall rescue the poor and crush the oppressor.
5. He shall live as long as the sun and moon endure, *
from one generation to another.
6. He shall come down like rain upon the mown field, *
like showers that water the earth.
7. In his time shall the righteous flourish; *
there shall be abundance of peace
till the moon shall be no more.
10. The kings of Tarshish and of the isles shall pay tribute, *
and the kings of Arabia and Saba offer gifts.
11. All kings shall bow down before him, *
and all the nations do him service.
12. For he shall deliver the poor who cries out in distress, *
and the oppressed who has no helper.
13. He shall have pity on the lowly and poor; *
he shall preserve the lives of the needy.
14. He shall redeem their lives from oppression and violence, *
and dear shall their blood be in his sight.
4

BCP 685

Second Reading
Reader

Ephesians 3:1-12

A reading from St Paul’s letter to the Church in Ephesus.

I Paul, a prisoner for Christ Jesus for the sake of you Gentiles—assume that you
have already heard of the commission of God’s grace that was given me for you, and
how the mystery was made known to me by revelation, as I wrote above in a few
words, a reading of which will enable you to perceive my understanding of the
mystery of Christ.
In former generations this mystery was not made known to humankind, as it has
now been revealed to his holy apostles and prophets by the Spirit: that is, the
Gentiles have become fellow heirs, members of the same body, and sharers in the
promise in Christ Jesus through the gospel. Of this gospel I have become a servant
according to the gift of God’s grace that was given me by the working of his power.
Although I am the very least of all the saints, this grace was given to me to bring to
the Gentiles the news of the boundless riches of Christ, and to make everyone see
what is the plan of the mystery hidden for ages in God who created all things; so
that through the church the wisdom of God in its rich variety might now be made
known to the rulers and authorities in the heavenly places.
This was in accordance with the eternal purpose that he has carried out in Christ
Jesus our Lord, in whom we have access to God in boldness and confidence through
faith in him.
Reader
People

The Word of the Lord.
Thanks be to God.

Gospel Fanfare

Anthony Rafaniello

The People stand.

Gospel
Presider
People

Matthew 2:1-12
The Holy Gospel of our Lord Jesus Christ according to St Matthew.
Glory be to thee, O Lord.
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In the time of King Herod, after Jesus was born in Bethlehem of Judea, wise men
from the East came to Jerusalem, asking, “Where is the child who has been born
king of the Jews? For we observed his star at its rising, and have come to pay him
homage.”
When King Herod heard this, he was frightened, and all Jerusalem with him; and
calling together all the chief priests and scribes of the people, he inquired of them
where the Messiah was to be born. They told him, “In Bethlehem of Judea; for so it
has been written by the prophet: ‘And you, Bethlehem, in the land of Judah, are by
no means least among the rulers of Judah; for from you shall come a ruler who is to
shepherd my people Israel.’”
Then Herod secretly called for the wise men and learned from them the exact time
when the star had appeared. Then he sent them to Bethlehem, saying, “Go and
search diligently for the child; and when you have found him, bring me word so that
I may also go and pay him homage.” When they had heard the king, they set out;
and there, ahead of them, went the star that they had seen at its rising, until it
stopped over the place where the child was. When they saw that the star had
stopped, they were overwhelmed with joy.
On entering the house, they saw the child with Mary his mother; and they knelt
down and paid him homage. Then, opening their treasure chests, they offered him
gifts of gold, frankincense, and myrrh. And having been warned in a dream not to
return to Herod, they left for their own country by another road.
Presider
People

The Gospel of the Lord.
Praise be to thee, O Christ.

Homily

Andy Kruger

After the prayer the people are seated.
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Nicene Creed

BCP 326

The People stand.

We believe in one God, the Father, the Almighty,
maker of heaven and earth, of all that is, seen and unseen.
We believe in one Lord, Jesus Christ, the only Son of God,
eternally begotten of the Father, God from God,
Light from Light, true God from true God,
begotten, not made, of one Being with the Father.
Through him all things were made.
For us and for our salvation he came down from heaven:
by the power of the Holy Spirit he became incarnate
from the Virgin Mary, and was made man.
For our sake he was crucified under Pontius Pilate;
he suffered death and was buried.
On the third day he rose again in accordance with the Scriptures;
he ascended into heaven
and is seated at the right hand of the Father.
He will come again in glory to judge the living and the dead,
and his kingdom will have no end.
We believe in the Holy Spirit, the Lord, the giver of life,
who proceeds from the Father and the Son.
With the Father and the Son he is worshiped and glorified.
He has spoken through the Prophets.
We believe in one holy catholic and apostolic Church.
We acknowledge one baptism for the forgiveness of sins.
We look for the resurrection of the dead,
and the life of the world to come.
Amen.
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Prayers of the People

BCP 328

Let us pray for the whole state of Christ’s Church and the world.
Almighty and everliving God, who in thy holy Word hast taught us to make prayers,
and supplications, and to give thanks for all humanity: Receive these our prayers
which we offer unto thy divine Majesty, beseeching thee to inspire continually the
Universal Church with the spirit of truth, unity, and concord; and grant that all
those who do confess thy holy Name may agree in the truth of thy holy Word, and
live in unity and godly love.
Give grace, O heavenly Father, to all bishops and other ministers especially Justin
the Archbishop of Canterbury, Michael the Presiding Bishop of the Episcopal
Church, William our Bishop, and Andy our Priest, that they may, both by their life
and doctrine, set forth thy true and lively Word, and rightly and duly administer thy
holy Sacraments. And to all thy people give thy heavenly grace, and especially to this
congregation here present; that, with meek heart and due reverence, they may hear
and receive thy holy Word, truly serving thee in holiness and righteousness all the
days of their life.
We beseech thee also so to rule the hearts of those who bear the authority of
government in this and every land especially Donald our President, Phil our
governor and Patrick the mayor of this town, that they may be led to wise decisions
and right actions for the welfare and peace of the world.
Open, O Lord, the eyes of all people to behold thy gracious hand in all thy works,
that, rejoicing in thy whole creation, they may honor thee with their substance, and
be faithful stewards of thy bounty. And we most humbly beseech thee, of thy
goodness, O Lord, to comfort and succor all those who, in this transitory life, are in
trouble, sorrow, need, sickness, or any other adversity.
And we also bless thy holy Name for all thy servants departed this life in thy faith
and fear [especially…], beseeching thee to grant them continual growth in thy love and
service; and to grant us grace so to follow the good examples of all thy saints, that
with them we may be partakers of thy heavenly kingdom. Grant these our prayers,
O Father, for Jesus Christ’s sake, our only Mediator and Advocate. Amen.
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Confession of Sin

BCP 331

Let us humbly confess our sins unto Almighty God.
The People kneel.

Most merciful God,
we confess that we have sinned against thee
in thought, word, and deed,
by what we have done, and by what we have left undone.
We have not loved thee with our whole heart;
we have not loved our neighbors as ourselves.
We are truly sorry and we humbly repent.
For the sake of thy Son Jesus Christ,
have mercy on us and forgive us;
that we may delight in thy will,
and walk in thy ways,
to the glory of thy Name.
Amen.

Absolution

BCP 332

Almighty God, our heavenly Father, who of his great mercy hath promised
forgiveness of sins to all those who with hearty repentance and true faith turn unto
him, have mercy upon you, pardon and deliver you from all your sins, confirm and
strengthen you in all goodness, and bring you to everlasting life; through Jesus
Christ our Lord. Amen.

Comfortable Words

BCP 332

Hear the Word of God to all who truly turn to him.
God so loved the world, that he gave his only-begotten Son, to the end that all that
believe in him should not perish, but have everlasting life. John 3:16
This is a true saying, and worthy of all to be received, that Christ Jesus came into
the world to save sinners. 1 Timothy 1:15
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Peace

BCP 332

The People stand.
Presider
People

The peace of the Lord be always with you.
And with thy spirit.

The people make a reverent bow to one another as an expression of peace. No physical contact is permitted.

Offertory Sentence

BCP 344

Thine, O Lord, is the greatness, and the power, and the glory, and the victory,
and the majesty. For all that is in the heaven and in the earth is thine.
Thine is the kingdom, O Lord, and thou art exalted as head above all. 1 Chronicles 29:11

Offertory Anthem

Anthony Rafaniello

The People stand

Eucharistic Prayer II
Presider
People
Presider
People
Presider
People

BCP 340

The Lord be with you.
And with thy spirit.
Lift up your hearts.
We lift them up unto the Lord.
Let us give thanks unto our Lord God.
It is meet and right so to do.

It is very meet, right, and our bounden duty, that we should at all times, and in all
places, give thanks unto thee, O Lord, holy Father, almighty, everlasting God.
Because in the mystery of the Word made flesh, thou hast caused a new light to
shine in our hearts, to give the knowledge of thy glory in the face of thy Son Jesus
Christ our Lord.
Therefore with Angels and Archangels, and with all the company of heaven, we laud
and magnify thy glorious Name; evermore praising thee, and saying,
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Holy, holy, holy, Lord God of Hosts:
Heaven and earth are full of thy glory.
Glory be to thee, O Lord Most High.
Blessed is he that cometh in the name of the Lord.
Hosanna in the highest.
All glory be to thee, O Lord our God, for that thou didst create heaven and earth,
and didst make us in thine own image; and, of thy tender mercy, didst give thine
only Son Jesus Christ to take our nature upon him, and to suffer death upon the
cross for our redemption. He made there a full and perfect sacrifice for the whole
world; and did institute, and in his holy Gospel command us to continue, a
perpetual memory of that his precious death and sacrifice, until his coming again.
For in the night in which he was betrayed,
he took bread; and when he had given thanks to thee,
he broke it, and gave it to his disciples, saying,
“Take, eat, this is my Body, which is given for you.
Do this in remembrance of me.”
Likewise, after supper, he took the cup;
and when he had given thanks,
he gave it to them, saying,
“Drink this, all of you;
for this is my Blood of the New Covenant,
which is shed for you, and for many,
for the remission of sins.
Do this, as oft as ye shall drink it,
in remembrance of me.”
Wherefore, O Lord and heavenly Father, we thy people do celebrate and make, with
these thy holy gifts which we now offer unto thee, the memorial thy Son hath
commanded us to make; having in remembrance his blessed passion and precious
death, his mighty resurrection and glorious ascension; and looking for his coming
again with power and great glory.
And we most humbly beseech thee, O merciful Father, to hear us, and, with thy
Word and Holy Spirit, to bless and sanctify these gifts of bread and wine, that they
may be unto us the Body and Blood of thy dearly-beloved Son Jesus Christ.
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And we earnestly desire thy fatherly goodness to accept this our sacrifice of praise
and thanksgiving, whereby we offer and present unto thee, O Lord, our selves, our
souls and bodies. Grant, we beseech thee, that all who partake of this Holy
Communion may worthily receive the most precious Body and Blood of thy Son
Jesus Christ, and be filled with thy grace and heavenly benediction; and also that
we and all thy whole Church may be made one body with him, that he may dwell in
us, and we in him; through the same Jesus Christ our Lord;
By whom, and with whom, and in whom, in the unity of the Holy Ghost all honor
and glory be unto thee, O Father Almighty, world without end. AMEN.

Lord’s Prayer

BCP 336

And now, as our Savior Christ hath taught us, we are bold to say,
Our Father, who art in heaven,
hallowed be thy Name, thy kingdom come,
thy will be done, on earth as it is in heaven.
Give us this day our daily bread.
And forgive us our trespasses,
as we forgive those who trespass against us.
And lead us not into temptation,
but deliver us from evil.
For thine is the kingdom,
and the power, and the glory,
for ever and ever.
Amen.

Breaking the Bread

BCP 337

The Presider breaks the consecrated bread. A period of silence is observed, then the Presider says

O Lamb of God, that takest away the sins of the world,
have mercy upon us.
O Lamb of God, that takest away the sins of the world,
have mercy upon us.
O Lamb of God, that takest away the sins of the world,
grant us thy peace.
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Prayer of Humble Access

BCP 337

We do not presume to come to this thy Table, O merciful Lord, trusting in our
own righteousness, but in thy manifold and great mercies. We are not worthy
so much as to gather up the crumbs under thy Table. But thou art the same
Lord whose property is always to have mercy. Grant us therefore, gracious
Lord, so to eat the flesh of thy dear Son Jesus Christ, and to drink his blood,
that we may evermore dwell in him, and he in us. Amen.

Invitation
Presider
People

BCP 338

The Gifts of God:
for the People of God.

Communion Meditation

Anthony Rafaniello

Protocol for the Reception of Communion Bread
✠ The people, starting from the pews closest to the sanctuary, are invited by the usher to receive
Communion.
✠ Each Communicant must first sanitize their hands before proceeding to the Presider with
hands cupped, the non-dominant hand on top, to receive the Bread.
✠ The Presider gives the Bread to each person saying: ‘The Body of Christ.’ The recipient replies:
‘Amen.
✠ After receiving the Bread, the communicant moves a short distance toward the right or left
crossing door, removes their mask and consumes the Bread.
✠ After consuming the Bread the communicant may place their gift in the retiring offertory
bowls stationed at each crossing door.
✠ The communicant then departs through the crossing door.

Trinity Episcopal Church
205 North Avenue, East, Cranford NJ 07016
Phone: 908–276–4047 TrinityCranford@gmail.com – TrinityCranford.org
The Rev. Andrew David Kruger,
Rector of the Parish Trinity Episcopal Church in the Diocese of New Jersey
Personal Cell: (609) 933-5227 – Email: fr.andrew.kruger@gmail.com
Rector’s Sabbath: Father Andy takes his Sabbath on Mondays
13

Liturgical Notes on Epiphany
The Season of Epiphany starts with the Feast of the Epiphany on January 6, marking the twelfth
night after Christmas. The Feast of the Epiphany can only be moved to a Sunday before January
6, as it cannot replace the Baptism of Christ on the Sunday after the Epiphany. Therefore we
celebrate the Feast of the Epiphany today.
The Magi figurines replace the shepherds in the crèche today and remain there until the whole
crèche is removed on Sunday, February 2 when we celebrate the Feast of the Presentation of our
Lord in the Temple. This marks the date on which Joseph and Mary observed the Jewish Law for
the firstborn son, that the child should be presented to the Lord in the Temple on the fortieth day
after his birth, a reminder of the escape of the people from Egypt when the angel passed over
their homes while killing the firstborn of those who did not mark their lintels with the blood of
the Passover lamb.
The real focus for the Season of Epiphany is the clear statement that to limit the calling of Jesus
to fulfillment of the Jewish longing, or to the hope of fledgling Church that developed after his
resurrection, is to miss the point that is made on the Feast that opens this season, that the Magi,
the outsiders, come seeking the One born to be King. The Magi find the child, while the chief
priests and scribes, who gave them the directions, did not even go and look to see what was
happening. The Sundays of the season record the start of Jesus’ ministry at his baptism, the signs
of glory such as the Wedding at Cana, the calling of the first disciples, all of which reveal that
Jesus has come to be the Light of the World, and inviting the world to respond.
The final Sunday before the start of Lent records the incident immediately after Peter’s
declaration about Jesus being the Messiah. Jesus invites Peter, James and John to come apart
with him, up a high mountain. There they see Jesus transfigured before them, speaking with
Moses and Elijah, the two who went up a mountain to meet with God (Exodus 19 and 1 Kings
19). Jesus starts teaching the disciples what this revelation means, and turns his face towards
Jerusalem and all that will happen there.

What you need to know today …
Sunday School has a class during today’s 10 AM service; Marion Nechuta is the teacher.
Confirmation Class today is on zoom at 5 PM.
Intercessory Prayer List is prayed twice a day at Morning Prayer and Evening Prayer. Add and
update your prayer requests here.
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The Parish Office is physically closed; please contact Marion Nechuta, office manager, via
parish email or her cell (908-451-4498).
Pledge Giving The parish leadership thanks you for your continued faithfulness during this time.
Please continue to mail your pledge (with “To Financial Secretary” on the front); to adjust it, call
Sarah Gregory (908-347-6498).
“Remembrances and Recollections” The 150th Anniversary link on the Trinity website contains
contributions from parishioners. There is a new entry from long-time and faithful parishioners
Diane Baldwin and JoAnn Lehmkuhl’s discussion on the many years of Trinity’s annual “High
Tea” which was held from 1995 to 2009. Please share yours; contact any member of the
Archival Committee: Vicki Goralski, Irene Telerico or Fran Witherington.
Emergency Food Supplies for St. Joseph’s Social Service Center Bring supplies to Junior Warden
Sydney O’Hagan (774-218-3461) and leave them on her front porch at 205 High Street,
Cranford every Wednesday. Click here for a list of appropriate items.
Trinity’s Ministry on the Imprisoned Please contact the office if you are called to assist in this
ministry. The Spirit of the Lord is on me, because he has anointed me to proclaim good news to
the poor. He has sent me to proclaim freedom for the prisoners and recovery of sight for the
blind, to set the oppressed free, to proclaim the year of the Lord’s favor. [Luke 4:18-19]

What you need to know this week …
The Daily Office, Morning Prayer
platform.

Monday through Friday at 8:30 AM via Trinity’s online

The Daily Office, Evening Prayer Monday through Friday at 5 PM via Trinity’s online platform.
Alcoholics Anonymous Since 1956, Trinity Church has provided a safe space for people
suffering from the disease of alcoholism. The 8 PM Tuesday meeting is accessible on their own
online platform at 8 PM. ‘Doors open’ at 7:30 PM on Tuesday. Click here to attend.
Handbell Choir Rehearsals Director of Music Anthony Rafaniello writes, “I am really proud of
what we were able to do for Christmas, especially under the circumstances. An unlisted video
of Silent Night and Joy to the World is posted on YouTube. Because of privacy issues, please be
judicious about how and if to share it. As a reminder, bells are on hiatus until further notice, but
will begin again.
Women’s Bible Study Thursday mornings from 10 AM to 11:30 AM via Trinity’s online platform.
Compline Thursday nights at 8 PM via Trinity’s online platform.
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What you need to know for the future …
Next Sunday, January 10, the Baptism of Our Lord Jesus Christ The first Sunday of the month
is usually reserved for parishioners celebrating their baptismal anniversary. However that will be
delayed until this Sunday when the Baptism of our Lord is celebrated, a day on which it is
traditional to renew baptismal vows.
Trinity Women’s Group meets on Monday, January 11 from 7 PM to 8 PM online.
The next Sandwich Sunday is two weeks from today, on January 17 Please click here to sign up
for items needed.
The Greening Committee of Trinity Church Through the study of scripture and acts of
stewardship, the congregation will attempt to become more attuned to and connected with the
natural world and our role in it, both as individuals and as a community. To learn more about
t h e G r e e n i n g C o m m i t t e e , p l e a s e c o n t a c t Fa t h e r A n dy o r C a s e y Wo o d r u f f
(cwoodruff@jonbramnick.com or 908-868-4915). The committee is open to teens, older
children and adults.

2021 Annual General Meeting
Notice is hereby given that according to the State Law governing the
Episcopal Church, and the Constitution of the Parish, the Annual Parish
meeting will be held on January 24, 2021, in the context of the 10 AM online
service: there is only one service that day. Election of new vestry members,
convention and convocation delegates, revised Parish By-Laws, and a review
of the 2020 Annual Report will be presented.
To view the Supplemental Special Rules of Order for Virtual Attendance at a
Parish Annual Meeting, authorized our Diocese, click here.
Any parishioners may be nominated for an office via the online nomination
form: the form must be submitted no later than January 10, 2021.
Upload your report/s here no later than January 15, 2021
The Amended Parish Bylaws will be voted on at the AGM. Please review the
revised document here, and a summary of changes here. Contact Casey
Woodruff (cwoodruff@jonbramnick.com) with questions.
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