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“The Cleansing of the Temple” – Alexander Smirnov

The Third Sunday in Lent
Rite II – Service of the Word with Spiritual Communion

The Reverend Andrew D. Kruger, Presider
Anthony J. Rafaniello, Director of Music + Organist
John Beier, Senior Warden & Sydney O’Hagan, Junior Warden

Welcome

Andrew Kruger

Preparatory Prayer in Silence

Celebrating Sunday

The Presider says

Almighty and holy God, your Son, in obedience to the Spirit, fasted forty days in the desert:
give us grace to discipline ourselves that we may press on towards Easter with eager faith and love;
through Jesus Christ our Lord who lives and reigns with you and the holy Spirit, one God for ever and ever.
People

Amen.

I. Gathering of God’s People
Penitential Litany

1.
2.
3.
4.
5.

Rory Cooney/Gary Daigle

Maker’s love poured out from heaven…
You who shared the sinner’s table...
You who shared our life and labor…
Raise the temple up in three days…
Break the power of the darkness…

Acclamation
Presider
Cantor

Mercy’s word made flesh among us…
You who cleansed the leper’s flesh…
You who bid the storm be silent...
Raise us up to heaven with you…
Let us rise to life with you…

Book of Common Prayer 351
 Bless the Lord who forgives all our sins.
God’s mercy endures for ever.

Lenten Bidding

CS

The Presider says

Dear People of God, in the name of the Church, as we give thanks to God for our redemption through
our Lord Jesus Christ, I urge you to keep a holy Lent, by self-examination and repentance; by prayer,
fasting, and self-denial; and by reading and meditating on God’s holy Word.
Therefore, with penitent hearts, and as a mark of our mortal nature, let us confess our sin to God.
Silence is kept.
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Confession

CS
Holy God, you formed us in your image
and redeemed us by the cross of Jesus Christ our Lord.
Through the water of baptism you clothed us
with the shining garment of Christ’s righteousness,
and established us as heirs with him in your kingdom.
But we have squandered the inheritance of your saints,
and have wandered far in a land that is waste,
sinning in thought word and deed
in what we have done and in what we have left undone.
We turn to you in sorrow and repentance.
Receive us and restore us, through Jesus Christ, our Redeemer.
Amen.

The people, after dipping their fingers in the holy water, mark themselves with the sign of the cross.

Absolution

CS
 Almighty God, who forgives all who truly repent, have mercy on you;
pardon your sins and set you free from them; confirm and strengthen you in
all goodness and keep you in eternal life; through Jesus Christ our Lord. Amen.

Kyrie

Music for Celebration (David Hurd)

Collect of the Day

Cantor

The Lord be with you.
And also with you.

Presider

Let us pray.

Presider

BCP 218

Almighty God, you know that we have no power in ourselves to help ourselves: Keep us both outwardly in
our bodies and inwardly in our souls, that we may be defended from all adversities which may happen to
the body, and from all evil thoughts which may assault and hurt the soul; through Jesus Christ our Lord,
who lives and reigns with you and the Holy Spirit, one God, for ever and ever.
Cantor

Amen.
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Blessing of the Sunday School Children and their Teachers
Presider
People

Andrew Kruger

May God bless those who teach and those who learn,
 in the name of the Father, and of the Son, and of the Holy Spirit.
Amen.

The children and teachers are assigned their breakout room for Sunday school.

II. Proclaiming and Receiving the Word of God
Tanakh
Reader

Exodus 20:1-17
A reading from the book of Exodus.

God spoke all these words to Moses on Mount Sinai: “I am the LORD your God, who brought you out of the
land of Egypt, out of the house of slavery; you shall have no other gods before me.
You shall not make for yourself an idol, whether in the form of anything that is in heaven above, or that is on
the earth beneath, or that is in the water under the earth. You shall not bow down to them or worship them;
for I the LORD your God am a jealous God, punishing children for the iniquity of parents, to the third and the
fourth generation of those who reject me, but showing steadfast love to the thousandth generation of those
who love me and keep my commandments.
You shall not make wrongful use of the name of the LORD your God, for the LORD will not acquit anyone who
misuses his name.
Remember the sabbath day, and keep it holy. Six days you shall labor and do all your work. But the seventh
day is a sabbath to the LORD your God; you shall not do any work—you, your son or your daughter, your male
or female slave, your livestock, or the alien resident in your towns. For in six days the Lord made heaven and
earth, the sea, and all that is in them, but rested the seventh day; therefore the LORD blessed the sabbath day
and consecrated it.
Honor your father and your mother, so that your days may be long in the land that the LORD your God is
giving you.
You shall not murder.
You shall not commit adultery.
You shall not steal.
You shall not bear false witness against your neighbor.
You shall not covet your neighbor’s house; you shall not covet your neighbor’s wife, or male or female slave,
or ox, or donkey, or anything that belongs to your neighbor.”
Reader
People

The Word of the Lord.
Thanks be to God.
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Psalm 19

Coeli enarrant

Plainchant Psalter 33

TONE VII.3

5

Epistle
Reader

1 Corinthians 1:18-25
A reading from the first letter of St Paul to the Church in Corinth.

The message about the cross is foolishness to those who are perishing, but to us who are being saved it is the
power of God. For it is written, “I will destroy the wisdom of the wise, and the discernment of the discerning I
will thwart.” Where is the one who is wise? Where is the scribe? Where is the debater of this age? Has not
God made foolish the wisdom of the world? For since, in the wisdom of God, the world did not know God
through wisdom, God decided, through the foolishness of our proclamation, to save those who believe.
For Jews demand signs and Greeks desire wisdom, but we proclaim Christ crucified, a stumbling block to
Jews and foolishness to Gentiles, but to those who are the called, both Jews and Greeks, Christ the power
of God and the wisdom of God. For God’s foolishness is wiser than human wisdom, and God’s weakness is
stronger than human strength.
Reader
People

The Word of the Lord.
Thanks be to God.

Proclaiming Hymn

Uffingham
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Hymnal 148

Holy Gospel
Presider
People

John 2:13-22
 The Holy Gospel of our Lord Jesus Christ according to St John.
Glory to you, Lord Christ.

The Passover of the Jews was near, and Jesus went up to Jerusalem. In the temple he found people selling
cattle, sheep, and doves, and the money changers seated at their tables. Making a whip of cords, he drove all
of them out of the temple, both the sheep and the cattle. He also poured out the coins of the money changers
and overturned their tables. He told those who were selling the doves, “Take these things out of here! Stop
making my Father’s house a marketplace!” His disciples remembered that it was written, “Zeal for your house
will consume me.” The Jews then said to him, “What sign can you show us for doing this?” Jesus answered
them, “Destroy this temple, and in three days I will raise it up.” The Jews then said, “This temple has been
under construction for forty-six years, and will you raise it up in three days?” But he was speaking of the
temple of his body. After he was raised from the dead, his disciples remembered that he had said this; and
they believed the scripture and the word that Jesus had spoken.
Presider
People

The Gospel of the Lord.
Praise to you, Lord Christ.

III. Responding to the Proclaimed Word
Homily

Andrew Kruger

Affirmation of Baptismal Faith

BCP 292 alt.

Friends in Christ, Baptism is not the rite of a moment but the commitment of a lifetime. In baptism,
God calls us out of darkness into his marvelous light. To follow Christ means dying to sin and rising
to new life with our Lord. Therefore let us reaffirm our Baptismal Vows together with all those who
celebrate the anniversary of their baptism this month.
Do you reaffirm your renunciation of evil and renew your commitment to Jesus Christ? I do.
Do you believe in God the Father?
I believe in God, the Father almighty, creator of heaven and earth.
Do you believe in Jesus Christ, the Son of God?
I believe in Jesus Christ, his only Son, our Lord.
He was conceived by the power of the Holy Spirit and born of the Virgin Mary.
He suffered under Pontius Pilate, was crucified, died, and was buried.
He descended to the dead. On the third day he rose again.
He ascended into heaven, and is seated at the right hand of the Father.
He will come again to judge the living and the dead.
Do you believe in God the Holy Spirit?
I believe in the Holy Spirit,
the holy catholic Church, the communion of saints,
the forgiveness of sins, the resurrection of the body,
and the life everlasting.
Will you continue in the apostles’ teaching and fellowship, in the breaking of bread, and in the prayers?
I will, with God’s help.
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Will you persevere in resisting evil, and, whenever you fall into sin, repent and return to the Lord?
I will, with God’s help.
Will you proclaim by word and example the Good News of God in Christ?
I will, with God’s help.
Will you seek and serve Christ in all persons, loving your neighbor as yourself?
I will, with God’s help.
Will you strive for justice and peace among all people, and respect the dignity of every human being?
I will, with God’s help.
Let us pray.
God of mercy and love, in baptism you welcome the sinner and restore the dead to life. You create a clean
heart in those who repent, and give your Holy Spirit to all who ask. Grant that we may continue to grow
into the fullness of the stature of Christ. Equip us with the gifts of your Holy Spirit, and fill us with faith
in Jesus Christ and with love for all people, in the service of your kingdom. Amen.

Prayers of the People

Common Worship alt.

The Presider says

With confidence and trust let us pray to the Father.
The Intercessor prays

For the one holy catholic and apostolic Church, let us pray to the Father.
Holy God, you are Mighty and Immortal: have mercy on us.
For the mission of the Church, that in faithful witness it may preach the gospel to the ends of the earth,
let us pray to the Father.
Holy God, you are Mighty and Immortal: have mercy on us.
For those preparing for baptism: Henry, Aurora, Lilianna, Wesley and Matias, and for their teachers and
sponsors, let us pray to the Father.
Holy God, you are Mighty and Immortal: have mercy on us.
For peace in the world, that a spirit of respect and reconciliation may grow among nations and peoples,
let us pray to the Father.
Holy God, you are Mighty and Immortal: have mercy on us.
For the poor, the persecuted, the sick, and all who suffer, for refugees, prisoners, and all in danger;
that they may be relieved and protected, let us pray to the Father.
Holy God, you are Mighty and Immortal: have mercy on us.
For those whom we have injured or offended, let us pray to the Father.
Holy God, you are Mighty and Immortal: have mercy on us.
For grace to amend our lives and to further the reign of God, let us pray to the Father.
Holy God, you are Mighty and Immortal: have mercy on us.
In communion with all those who have walked in the way of holiness, let us pray to the Father.
Holy God, you are Mighty and Immortal: have mercy on us.
8

The people add their thanksgivings and petitions using the chat function; the Presider concludes the prayers with the collect.

God our Father, in your love and goodness you have taught us to come close to you in penitence with prayer,
fasting and generosity; accept our Lenten discipline, and when we fall by our weakness, raise us up by your
unfailing mercy; through Jesus Christ our Lord. Amen.

Peace

BCP 360

The People may unmute themselves to share the Peace.
Presider
People

The peace of the Lord be always with you.
And also with you.

Announcements

Andrew Kruger

IV. Celebrating at the Lord’s Table
Offertory Sentence
Presider

BCP 376

If you are offering your gift at the altar, and there remember that your brother
or sister has something against you, leave your gift there before the altar and go;
first be reconciled to them, and then come and offer your gift.
Matthew 5:23-24

Please continue to mail pledges to Trinity Episcopal Church, 205 North Avenue, East, Cranford NJ 07016

Offertory Anthem

“O God, You Search Me”
Text based on Psalm 139 – Music by Bernadette Farrell

O God, you search me and you know me.
All my thoughts lie open to your gaze.
When I walk or lie down you are before me:
Ever the maker and keeper of my days.

You know my resting and my rising.
You discern my purpose from afar,
And with love everlasting you besiege me:
In every moment of life or death, you are.

Before a word is on my tongue, Lord,
You have known its meaning through and through.
You are with me beyond my understanding:
God of my present, my past and future, too.

Although your Spirit is upon me,
Still I search for shelter from your light.
There is nowhere on earth I can escape you:
Even the darkness is radiant in your sight.

For you created me and shaped me,
Gave me life within my mother’s womb.
For the wonder of who I am I praise you:
Safe in your hands, all creation is made new.

Thanksgiving

Nathan Nettleton

Presider
People

The Lord be with you.
And also with you.

Presider
People

Let us give thanks to the Lord our God.
It is right to give our thanks and praise.
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We give you all thanks and praise, O God, for the Word of your cross, though appearing foolish, is the
power and wisdom which save us.
You created the universe; the skies tell of your glory and the earth bears witness to your steadfast love.
You brought your people from slavery to freedom and gave your holy commandments through Moses;
words that guide the simple and sharpen vision, reviving the soul and delighting the heart.
When the world, in its sophistication and pride, made an idol of money and a marketplace of your temple,
using your name only to boost profits, you sent your Son, Jesus Christ, filled with zeal for your honor.
He was torn down by the fury of evil and corruption, but rose again in three days, forever establishing the
foolishness and weakness of God as the pathway of life and salvation.
Therefore, with our hearts lifted high, we offer you thanks and praise at all times through Jesus Christ
our Lord, who lives and reigns with you and the Holy Spirit, one God, for ever and ever. AMEN.

Invitation to Spiritual Communion
The Presider continues

Almighty God, you have given your only Son to be for us both a sacrifice for sin
and also an example of godly life: give us the grace to perceive and welcome Christ
that we may follow the blessed steps of his most holy life. As we walk with our Lord
on the path of obedience, sustain us on our way through the gift of this spiritual communion.
Behold the Lamb of God who takes away the sin of the world.
Presider
People

The gifts of God:
For the people of God.

Silence is kept and an image of Trinity’s reserved sacrament is revealed.

Spiritual Communion
Presider

St. Alphonsus de Liguori alt.

Let each of us invite Christ to come into our heart.

People and Presider pray together

My Jesus, I believe that you are truly present
in the Blessed Sacrament of the Altar.
I desire to offer you praise and thanksgiving
as I proclaim your resurrection.
I love you above all things,
and long for you in my soul.
Since I cannot receive you in the Sacrament of your Body and Blood,
come spiritually into my heart.
Cleanse and strengthen me with your grace, Lord Jesus,
and let me never be separated from you.
May I live in you, and you in me,
in this life and in the life to come.
Amen.

10

Communion Meditation

Bless the Lord

Wonder, Love and Praise 825

Lord’s Prayer
Presider

BCP 364

And now, as our Savior Christ has taught us, we are bold to pray,
Our Father, who art in heaven,
hallowed be thy name,
thy kingdom come,
thy will be done,
on earth as it is in heaven.
Give us this day our daily bread.
And forgive us our trespasses,
as we forgive those who trespass against us.
And lead us not into temptation,
but deliver us from evil.
For thine is the kingdom,
and the power, and the glory
for ever and ever.
Amen.

V. Going out as God’s People
Commissioning of the People
Presider

Nathan Nettleton

Go now, with God’s foolishness and weakness as your only wisdom and strength.
Proclaim Christ crucified, and seek riches only in the love of God’s Word and in zeal
for God’s house.

Lenten Blessing
Presider

Alternative Service Book 1980

May Christ give you grace to grow in holiness, to deny yourselves, take up your cross,
and follow him; and the blessing of God almighty,  the Father, the Son, and the Holy Spirit,
be among you and remain with you always. Amen.
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Sending Hymn

Leoni

Dismissal
Presider
People

Hymnal 372

BCP 366
Let us bless the Lord.
Thanks be to God.

Trinity Church 150th Anniversary : 1872 – 2022
Triune God, you come to your people in dreams and visions: quicken our imagination by your Holy Spirit,
that we will be inspired to honor our past, live out our baptism today, and serve future generations;
through Jesus Christ our Lord. Amen.
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What you need to know today …
Baptismal Anniversaries When we think about birthdays, we immediately recall the date we were born and took our first breath in this
world. But if we take a moment to reflect, we will realize that we have another “birthday” of even greater significance: the day we
became members of the body of Christ – our Baptismal birthday. Through the waters of baptism, the Holy Spirit anoints us and sets our
inner compass, to walk in a path that is pleasing to God, to do all good works that God has planned for us, and to “seek God’s face”
[Psalm 27:8]. This is the path that ultimately leads us into abundant life both in this earthly existence, and in the world to come.
Whether baptized as a child or an adult, we prayerfully grow in our understanding and appreciation of our baptismal identity, as
individuals and as a community. Usually, on the first Sunday of every month, we acknowledge those who have a baptismal “birthday”
during the month in question and share with them in the renewal of baptismal vows. We hope this monthly recognition of our “birth from
above” [John 3:3] will allow us to develop a deeper appreciation for the essence of our baptism.
Parishioners Celebrating Their Baptismal Anniversaries in March
† Madlen Michael: March 3

† Stephanie Michael: March 3

†

Donna Miller: March 29

Trinity Forum Today after the 10 AM online service. The March forum will include a presentation from the 150th Liturgical Committee
on the proposed new Baptismal font. Make sure to join in to hear about the theological rationale for the font and some preliminary
drawings and glass samples.
Confirmation Class Trinity’s Confirmation class meets online this afternoon from 5 PM to 6 PM. Confirmation candidates are reminded
to memorize the Lord’s Prayer (contemporary version) on page 364 of the BCP.
The Parish Office Marion Nechuta is in the office on Thursday afternoons to field phone calls only, no in-person contact is permitted at
this time. Marion may be contacted via the parish email or her cell (908-451-4498) during the rest of the week from 2 PM to 5 PM.
Stamp Out Despair The Ministry for the Imprisoned is collecting books of stamps (or financial donation for purchase of same) to be
donated to First Friends, which will distribute them to individuals in immigration detention facilities. Checks should include “Stamp Out
Despair” on the memo line. Most importantly, please write a short (2 to 4 sentences) “Dear Friend” note in a card. Please include it with
the stamps or donations which should be mailed to the parish office or dropped off. Help lessen their loneliness and despair and support
this vital new ministry. The collection of donations, stamps, and letters will run for the duration of March.
Seamen’s Institute The Outreach Committee thanks all who donated items for the recent clothing drive. Your support is important and
ensures our projects’ continued effectiveness.
Year of Eucharist Reflections This year, we seek to more fully develop our Eucharistic identity as individuals and as a community. The
Liturgical Committee is inviting everyone to share their eucharistic experience. View Peter Waldron’s moving reflection on the Eucharist
by clicking here: the password is 1872. Take some time to prayerfully reflect on the deeply personal question of what Eucharist means
to you. Then, go to the Fellowship tab on Trinity’s Website, click Trinity Community Forum, enter password 1872, click on Year of Eucharist
Reflections, click on Please share your…, click on Write a comment. When finished, hit Publish.
“Remembrances and Recollections” The Trinity website contains a growing number of historical contributions from parishioners. There
is a new entry from Bonnie Gentesse, who spearheaded the annual “Breakfast with Santa” fund-raiser for many years, reflecting on the
amount of work and great joy that resulted. Share your story; pleases contact any member of the Archival Committee: Vicki Goralski,
Irene Telerico or Fran Witherington.
Parish Pledges Statements have been delivered or are in the mail to you. Please contact Financial Secretary Sarah Gregory (908-3476498 or quanset19@gmail.com) if you have any questions. The parish leadership is so grateful for your continued faithfulness. Please
continue to mail pledges — labeled “To Financial Secretary” — to Trinity Church, 205 North Avenue East, Cranford, NJ 07016.
Intercessory Prayer List Each person on the list is prayed for at Morning Prayer and Evening Prayer. You are encouraged to add and
update your prayer requests; please click on this link. Please remember to move the person you are praying for to the “Thanksgiving for
Healing” section if and when that becomes appropriate.

13

What you need to know this week …
The Daily Offices Morning and Evening Prayer are held online Monday through Friday at 8:30 AM and 5 PM respectively.
Trinity Woman’s Group meets on the second Monday of the month from 7 PM to 8 PM online. All women of the parish are invited to
explore the scriptures together. On March 8, the discussion centers on the temptation of Christ.
Emergency Food Supplies for St. Joseph’s Social Service Center Bring supplies to Junior Warden Sydney O’Hagan (774-218-3461)
and leave them on her front porch at 205 High Street, Cranford every Wednesday. Click here for a list of appropriate items.
Trinity’s Handbell Choir Rehearsals every Wednesday from 6:30 PM to 7:15 PM through March 24 to prepare several pieces for
Easter. Contact Anthony Rafaniello (anthonyrafaniello@gmail.com) to participate or if you have any questions.
Trinity’s Virtual Choir Rehearsal is online every Wednesday night from 8 PM to 8:45 PM. The Winter session runs through March 24
and the choir will prepare and present several anthems for Lent and Easter. Anyone who enjoys singing should consider participating,
even without the ability to read music. Click here for more information and to sign-up or visit trinitycranford.org and click on ‘Music.’
Women’s Bible Study Thursdays from 10 AM to 11:30 AM via Trinity’s online platform. Patrick, the patron saint of Ireland, was neither
Irish nor a saint. Born around 385 AD in Roman Britain, he was kidnapped by pirates at the age of 16 and brought to Ireland as a slave;
also, he’s never been officially canonized by the Catholic Church. But he is credited with bringing Christianity to Ireland and probably
responsible in part for the Christianization of the Picts and Anglo-Saxons. Find out more as leader Nancy Miller continues a study of
“Saint Patrick” this week.
“Embracing Lent: Inspiration from the Twelve Steps” This year’s Lenten course will be facilitated by Vestry member Dr. Patrick Milas
who teaches research and some spirituality courses at New Brunswick Theological Seminary. He asserts, “The 12 Steps have done wonders
for the lives and families of mutual support groups such as AA and Al-Anon. But you don’t have to struggle with addiction or dependency
to benefit from the Gospel-laden 12 Steps. This Lent, explore with your parish family how to repent, reconcile and renew, step-by-step.”
The course is on Thursdays, between 7 and 8 PM, and continues with the third session on Thursday, March 11 via Trinity’s online platform.
Compline Consider ending your day with the peaceful prayer office of Compline, Thursday nights at 8 PM via Trinity’s online platform.
Mutual Ministry Review Rector and Vestry meet this Saturday, March 13 from 9:30 AM until 12 noon online. Julia Bardzilowski will be
facilitating. The process nurtures environments where responsibilities are discussed and reviewed to improve effective ministry. Within
its pastoral context, the emphasis is on celebrating the successes and resolving the challenges. Prayer and support for everyone involved
is integral to the process.

What you need to know for the future …
Outreach Committee Meeting is next Sunday, March 14 at 11:30 AM; members of the congregation are encouraged to attend.
Third Annual Trinity Men’s Retreat Saturday, March 20 from 9:30 AM to 12 noon at the Trailside Nature Center, Watchung Reservation,
452 New Providence Road, Mountainside (meet at the fire ring just past the main entrance). We will marvel at the splendor of God’s
creation, socialize in the beautiful setting, celebrate a creation-themed prayer service, and commune with nature during a one-hour hike.
The hike is quite flat, but if you do not feel that the hike is right for you, please consider joining us for the fellowship and prayer service.
Dress for the weather; we will hold the retreat absent severe conditions. You may wish to bring water and a snack. Questions or R.S.V.P.
to Casey Woodruff (908-868-4915, cwoodruff@jonbramnick.com)
Sandwich Sunday in two weeks on Sunday, March 21. Click here for the items needed to assemble the sandwiches, then deliver them to
Marion Nechuta, 310 W. Clay Avenue, Roselle Park, by Saturday, March 20. Volunteers are needed to make the sandwiches on that
day between 10 AM and 12 noon; please contact Marion Nechuta (908-451-4498).
Saint John’s Episcopal Church in Elizabeth is our sister parish. Their Pantry is getting bare. Please help in stocking it; click here for the
items needed and deliver them to Marion Nechuta at the address above by Saturday, March 20.
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Baptisms During the Easter Season The sacrament of baptism will be offered at the Great Easter Vigil and on Sundays during the
season of Easter at the 8 AM in-person and physically-distanced service. Today we welcome and enroll our catechumens who will, God
willing, be baptized during the season. Please pray for the candidates, their parents, and sponsors as they prepare for the sacrament
of baptism. Below are the names of the catechumens in order of their date for baptism.
†

Second Sunday of Easter, April 11 (Henry DeVelde)

†

Fourth Sunday of Easter, April 25 (Aurora Tsiolas)

†

Fifth Sunday of Easter, May 2 (Lilianna Ilich)

†

Last Sunday of Easter, May 16 (Wesley Ditzel IV)

†

Day of Pentecost, May 23 (Matias Juarez)

Third Annual Trinity Men’s Retreat Saturday, March 20 from 9:30 AM to 12 noon at the Trailside Nature Center, Watchung Reservation,
452 New Providence Road, Mountainside (meet at the fire ring just past the main entrance). We will marvel at the splendor of God’s
creation, socialize in the beautiful setting, celebrate a creation-themed prayer service, and commune with nature during a one-hour hike.
The hike is quite flat, but if you do not feel that the hike is right for you, please consider joining us for the fellowship and prayer service.
Dress for the weather; we will hold the retreat absent severe conditions. You may wish to bring water and a snack. Questions or R.S.V.P.
to Casey Woodruff (908-868-4915, cwoodruff@jonbramnick.com)
Mystagogia The Easter/Paschal season is understood as a time during which the great mysteries of the faith are given time to “sink-in”
and mature. Mystagogia is this seeping in period, in which all believers are encouraged to contemplate more deeply the Church’s life
and sacraments. As part of the Year of Eucharist, this Easter season the 150th Liturgical Committee together with Fr. Andy will be offering
several adult education classes delving into the mysteries of the Eucharist. The class will be online and take the form of an instructed
Eucharist (pre-recorded parts of the Eucharist accompanied by commentary) followed by discussion time. The classes will begin on
Thursday, April 8 and continue every Thursday during the Paschal season; the one exception being Ascension Day on Thursday, May 13.
Each class will start at 7 PM and conclude by 8 PM.

The Rev. Andrew David Kruger, Rector of the Parish
Personal Cell: (609) 933-5227 — Email: fr.andrew.kruger@gmail.com
Pastor’s Sabbath: Father Andy takes his rest on Mondays

Lectionary & Liturgy
The ultimate saving action of God, in the dying and rising of Jesus, was preceded by a series of salvation events in the history of
Israel. Today, in that series of events, we reach the most important of the Old Testament actions of God, the time of the Exodus
when Israel is definitively established as the chosen people and God makes the Covenant with the people at Mount Sinai. God’s
salvation of Israel requires a response by the people which is described in the Decalogue (Ten Commandments). Note that the
grounds for these commandments is stated at the beginning, “I am the Lord your God, who brought you out of the land of Egypt,
out of the house of bondage.”
In the second reading, Paul speaks of the true wisdom which brings salvation. Rather than human wisdom, God places before us
what seems to be foolish, the crucifixion of Jesus. In the dying and rising of Jesus, God showed that the divine power is greater
than any human power or wisdom.
The Gospel reading is John’s account of Jesus cleansing the Temple. That event may be taken as an image of Christ cleansing us
from sin in Baptism. We are the continuation of the ancient people of God who were saved in the Exodus and given the
Commandments. In the dying and rising of Jesus, salvation has been extended to all people. Through Baptism, we have become
part of Jesus’ Body and have died and are being raised with him. We use this time of Lent to recall all that God is doing for us in
Jesus, and to prepare for the renewal of our redemption at Easter.
From The Rite Light: Reflections on the Sunday Readings and Seasons of the Church Year. © 2007 Michael W. Merriman. Church Publishing Inc., NY.
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†

Cover Art – “The Cleansing of the Temple” by Alexander Smirnov (b. 1947), a Russian Postwar & Contemporary artist.

†

Penitential Litany – Words: Rory Cooney (b. 1952), Director of Liturgy and Music Ministries at St. Anne’s Catholic in Barrington, IL,
since 1994. Music: Gary Daigle (b. 1957), The director of music at St. Edna’s Catholic in Arlington Heights, IL. The two are long-time
collaborators. About this piece, adapted from Parce Domine, Rory writes: “One of the first institutes at which Gary and I worked together
was in Orange, CA. He wanted a litany that we could sing a cappella as we processed, one that expressed confidence in God’s mercy.
Thus we came up with a call-and-response litany that could be used for movement without any accompaniment or worship aid required.
What began as an a cappella litany morphed over many uses and situations into a more complex arrangement for stationary use in
church.” Both © 1993, GIA Publications.

†

Preparatory Prayer, Lenten Bidding, Confession + Absolution – From Celebrating Sunday, “a resource in the revision process of An
Anglican Prayer Book, 1989, focusing on ideas of celebrating the Eucharist and worshipping under Southern Skies in an African voice.”

†

Kyrie – Words: Public Domain. Music: from Music for Celebration, David Hurd © 1979, GIA Publications

†

Collect of the Day – In the Gregorian sacramentary this collect is printed among the “Daily Prayers.” In the present Book it is shifted
to the third Sunday in Lent from its earlier position in the Sarum missal and older Prayer Books on the second Sunday in Lent. The
text reminds us that God’s protection is necessary to defend us from assaults upon the soul as well as those on the body. –[Notes on the
American Prayer Book by Marion Hatchett]

†

Lections – The readings for our lessons are determined by The Revised Common Lectionary © 1992 Consultation on Common Texts
(CCT), Nashville, TN and drawn from the Bible texts of the New Revised Standard Version Bible © 1989 by the Division of Christian
Education of the National Council of the Church of Christ in the USA.

†

Psalter – Plainsong dates from the earliest centuries of Christianity. It has one melody (monodic), traditionally sung without musical
accompaniment, and most frequently based on the psalms. In the Plainsong Psalter (© 1988 The Church Pension Fund), the 150 psalms
of David are set to plainsong psalm tones with antiphons as selected and compiled by Howard E. Galley, Jr. and published in the Psalter
section of his The Prayer Book Office (Seabury Press, NY, 1980). Editor James Litton an American musician, who directed the American
Boychoir from 1985 to 2001, and is widely recognized as one of the leading choral conductors of the day. He has been a member and vice
chairman of the Standing Commission on Church Music, and participated in the preparation and publication of the Hymnal 1982. He
is a Fellow of the Royal School of Church Music (founded by Sydney Hugo Nicholson, see below), one of seven Americans to receive
this honor.

†

Proclaiming Hymn – Words: Donald W. Hughes (1911-1967). Music: melody Jeremiah Clarke (1670-1707).

†

Renewal of Baptismal Vows – Erasmus proposed a ritual in 1522 for adolescents to renew their baptismal vows; his suggestion was
censored, and his book placed on the Index in 1559. As a liturgical rite, the Renewal emerged from the Reformation – it was first recorded
in the 1662 Book of Common Prayer as part of the confirmation rite. The ritual is conducted in both the Protestant and revised Catholic
liturgies on similar lines. The Bishop or priest faces the people, gives a short address and conducts a “dialogue” in the vernacular with
the whole congregation.

†

Offertory Anthem – Text based on Psalm 139. Music by Bernadette Farrell.

†

Spiritual Communion – From material adapted from the Prayer of St. Alphonsus de Liguori (1696-1787), an Italian writer, composer,
musician, artist, poet, lawyer, and theologian. He is said never to have refused absolution to a penitent; “the penitents should be treated
as souls to be saved rather than as criminals to be punished.” The shape of this prayer comes from An Anglican Prayer Book 1989, with
additional material adapted from A Prayer Book for the Armed Services 2007.

†

Communion Meditation – Words: Psalms 16:11, 103, 149, Ephesians 1:13-14 Taizé Community. Music: Jacques Berthier (1923-1994) ©
1991, Les Presses, Les Presses de Taizé, GIA Publications, Inc., agent.

†

Lenten Blessing – The Alternative Service Book 1980 © 1980 the Central Board of Finance of the Church of England.

†

Sending Hymn – Words: Medieval Jewish liturgy. Music: Hebrew melody; harmony Hymns Ancient and Modern 1875. American JudeoChristian hymn written in 1884 by Max Landsburg and Newton Mann, and revised in 1910 by William C. Gannett. Landsburg, a Jewish
rabbi, he approached Mann, a Unitarian minister, for assistance in adapting a British Methodist hymn into a more accurate and less
Christianized translation of “Yigdal” for interfaith use. Mann wrote “Praise to the Living God” as a version that was suitable for use
in both Jewish and Christian worship. However, in 1910, William C. Gannett was approached by Landsburg to revise the hymn. A
revision was subsequently completed, despite Gannett claiming it was not his work, and the revised hymn first appeared in the Jewish
Union Hymnal in the same year.
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