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An Order for Compline 
The Rev. Andrew David Kruger, officiant 

Mr. Casey Jonathan Woodruff, officiant 

 

The Office of Compline 

The ancient office of Compline derives its name from a Latin word meaning 

‘completion’ (completorium).  It is descended from the night prayers said before bed at 

the end of the monastic round of daily prayer, and is above all a service of quietness 

and reflection before rest at the end of the day.  The shape of this simple office includes 

a gathering rite, scripture reading, prayers, and a conclusion.  One of the hallmarks of 

Compline is the unhurried recitation of the psalms with a pause at the asterisk.  

Compline finds its fullest expression when it is the last thing we do before retiring. 

The Angelus 

The service will begin with the Angelus devotion which is prayed during the ringing 

of the church bells.  The focus of the devotion is on the Incarnation of Christ and the 

Annunciation by the Angel to Mary, the Mother of our Lord.  The origin of this 

devotion is obscure, but likely goes back to the practice of the evening tolling of the bell 

for compline in tenth century English monasteries.  It has become customary for the 

Angelus bell to consist of ringing three sets of three and then a nine.  The real 

significance of this pattern is not a hidden symbolism - trinitarian or otherwise - but 

the likelihood that it reflects the time at which the bell was rung for Compline at 9 PM.  

Several monastic customals mention a custom of ringing three separate peals of bells 

before some of the daily offices to call the brothers to assemble for prayer.  The laity, 

who were not able to gather, were encouraged to associate their prayers with those of 

the monks, but, instead of their elaborate orations, the well-known Ave Maria became 

the lay people’s choice.  It seems feasible that in this way the Angelus evolved, and the 

pattern of the nine bells from the late-evening devotion was joined to the triple peals at 

the morning and midday observance. 

Candlelight 

Those attending this service in-person will receive a lighted votive upon entering the 

church.  Online participants are encouraged to light their own candle for the service.  

Credit:  Compline Setting by Dr. David Hurd (b. 1950), ©1985. Used by permission.  
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Angelus Bell 

The People stand, and the bell is rung three times; then the officiant says 

And the angel Gabriel came to Mary and said, Greetings, favored one!  The Lord is with you.”              Luke 1:28 

The bell is rung again three times, then the officiant says 

Then Mary said, Here am I, the servant of the Lord; let it be with me according to your word.”             Luke 1:38 

The bell is rung again three times, then the officiant says 

And Elizabeth exclaimed, Blessed are you among women, and blessed is the fruit of your womb.”       Luke 1:42 

The bell is rung nine times, then the officiant and people kneel to pray 

Pour your grace into our hearts, O Lord, that we who have known the incarnation of your Son  

Jesus Christ, announced by an angel to the Virgin Mary, may by his cross and passion be brought  

to the glory of his resurrection; who lives and reigns with you, in the unity of the Holy Spirit,  

one God, now and for ever.  Amen.   

Acclamation                                                                                       Hymnal S 321 

 

 

Confession                  Book of Common Prayer 127 

Officiant  Let us confess our sins to God.  

Silence is kept; then the Officiant and People pray  

Almighty God, our heavenly Father:  

We have sinned against you, through our own fault,  

in thought, and word, and deed,  

and in what we have left undone.  

For the sake of your Son our Lord Jesus Christ,  

forgive us all our offenses;  

and grant that we may serve you in newness of life,  

to the glory of your Name.  Amen.  

Absolution                  BCP 128 

Officiant   May the Almighty God grant you forgiveness of all your sins,  

  and the grace and comfort of the Holy Spirit.  

People   Amen.  
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Suffrages           Hymnal S 321 

 

 

 

The People sit. Incense is placed on the brazier. 

Psalm 141                Plainsong Psalter 

All are invited to sing the antiphon and psalm. 

 

 

 

   

TONE VIII.1 
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1 Peter 5:8-9a                                                                                     Hymnal S 330 

                         

 

 

 

Sunday Gospel 

Three minutes of silence are kept after the reading of the Gospel, then the Officiant and People kneel to pray. 

Suffrages           Hymnal S 332, S 333 
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Kyrie 

Officiant  Lord, have mercy.  

People   Christ, have mercy.  

Officiant  Lord, have mercy. 

Lord’s Prayer                                                                        BCP 364 

The Officiant and People pray.  

Our Father, who art in heaven,  

 hallowed be thy name,  

 thy kingdom come,  

 thy will be done,  

     on earth as it is in heaven.  

Give us this day our daily bread.  

And forgive us our trespasses,  

 as we forgive those who trespass against us.  

And lead us not into temptation,  

 but deliver us from evil. 

A Collect of the Day 

O God, the source of eternal light:  Shed forth your unending day upon us who watch for you,  

that our lips may praise you, our lives may bless you, and our worship on the morrow give you glory;  

through Jesus Christ our Lord.  Amen. 

Evening Collect                BCP 134 

Keep watch, dear Lord, with those who work, or watch, or weep this night, and give your angels charge over 

those who sleep.  Tend the sick, Lord Christ; give rest to the weary, bless the dying, soothe the suffering,  

pity the afflicted, shield the joyous; and all for your love’s sake.  Amen. 

Intercessions  

Officiant  Let us pray for: 

For the Church, that she may be ready for the coming of Christ...  silence is kept 

For nations, that they may be subject to the rule of God...  silence is kept 

For those who are working for justice in the world...  silence is kept 

For our homes, families, friends and all whom we love...  silence is kept 

For those whose time is spent caring for others...  silence is kept 

For those who are close to death...  silence is kept 

  For those who have lost hope...  silence is kept 
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Nunc dimittis                                                                                     Hymnal S 336 

The People stand. All are invited to sing the antiphon and the Canticle. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Dismissal                     Hymnal S 337 

 

 

 
 

The People extinguish their candles and leave in silence.   
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The Quintessential Compline Prayer 
 

Lord, 

it is night. 

The night is for stillness. 

Let us be still in the presence of God. 

It is night after a long day. 

What has been done has been done; 

what has not been done has not been done; 

let it be. 

The night is dark. 

Let our fears of the darkness of the world and of our own lives 

rest in you. 

The night is quiet. 

Let the quietness of your peace enfold us, 

all dear to us, 

and all who have no peace. 

The night heralds the dawn. 

Let us look expectantly to a new day, 

new joys, 

new possibilities. 

In your name we pray. 

Amen. 

 

This prayer in Night Prayer of A New Zealand Prayer Book, He Karakia Mihinare o Aotearoa 

(page 184) is possibly the best-known, best-loved of the “endemic” prayers in that prayer book.  

The story of its inclusion is an interesting one. 

 

The Rev. John Williamson was secretary of the Provincial Commission on Prayer Book Revision 

when it concluded its work in 1987.  He has since died.  He was a humble, talented priest, 

serving the commission and the church.   

The commission had finished its work and was preparing to send the text to the General Synod 

where it would be presented, debated and voted upon for approval.  They were meeting for the 

last time and asked John to lead them in one final prayer together. 

 

He wrote the above prayer and used it at that service.  Reading the prayer again, one can hear 

echoes of how the commission felt after its years of intense work.  After the time of prayer one 

of the commission members said it should go into the Prayer Book.  The others agreed, and the 

prayer had to be retrieved from the wastepaper basket where John, humble as ever, had tossed 

it after leaving that office. 


