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Welcome                  Andrew Kruger 

Prelude                                Prelude from “Suite Bergamasque” – Claude Debussy 

Anthony J. Rafaniello, piano 

I.  Gathering of God’s People 

Gathering Hymn                                               Salzburg                                     Hymnal 135 

 

 

 

 

Opening Acclamation                                                         Enriching Our Worship 50 

Presider  Alleluia, alleluia.    Blessed be the one, holy, and living God. 

People   Glory to God for ever and ever.  Amen.  Alleluia, alleluia. 
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Collect for Purity                                                                       Book of Common Prayer 355 

The Presider prays. 

Almighty God, to you all hearts are open, all desires known, and from you no secrets are hid:  

Cleanse the thoughts of our hearts by the inspiration of your Holy Spirit, that we may perfectly  

love you, and worthily magnify your holy Name; through Christ our Lord.  Amen. 

Gloria                                            Hymnal S-278 
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Collect of the Day                                                                BCP 217 

Presider The Lord be with you.  

People And also with you.  

Presider  Let us pray.  

O God, who before the passion of your only-begotten Son revealed his glory upon the holy mountain:  

Grant to us that we, beholding by faith the light of his countenance, may be strengthened to bear our cross, 

and be changed into his likeness from glory to glory; through Jesus Christ our Lord, who lives and reigns  

with you and the Holy Spirit, one God, for ever and ever.  Amen. 

Blessing of the Sunday School Children and their Teachers          Andrew Kruger 

Presider  May God bless those who teach and those who learn,  

 in the name of the Father, and of the Son, and of the Holy Spirit.   

People  Amen. 

The children and teachers are assigned their breakout room for Sunday school. 

II.  Proclaiming and Receiving the Word of God 

Tanakh                                                    2 Kings 2:1-12 

Reader  A reading from the Second Book of Kings. 

Now when the LORD was about to take Elijah up to heaven by a whirlwind, Elijah and Elisha were on their 

way from Gilgal.  Elijah said to Elisha, “Stay here; for the LORD has sent me as far as Bethel.”  But Elisha 

said, “As the LORD lives, and as you yourself live, I will not leave you.”  So they went down to Bethel.  The 

company of prophets who were in Bethel came out to Elisha, and said to him, “Do you know that today  

the LORD will take your master away from you?”  And he said, “Yes, I know; keep silent.”  

Elijah said to him, “Elisha, stay here; for the LORD has sent me to Jericho.”  But he said, “As the LORD lives, 

and as you yourself live, I will not leave you.”  So they came to Jericho.  The company of prophets who were  

at Jericho drew near to Elisha, and said to him, “Do you know that today the LORD will take your master  

away from you?”  And he answered, “Yes, I know; be silent.”  

Then Elijah said to him, “Stay here; for the LORD has sent me to the Jordan.”  But he said, “As the LORD  

lives, and as you yourself live, I will not leave you.”  So the two of them went on.  Fifty men of the company  

of prophets also went, and stood at some distance from them, as they both were standing by the Jordan.  

Then Elijah took his mantle and rolled it up, and struck the water; the water was parted to the one side  

and to the other, until the two of them crossed on dry ground.  

When they had crossed, Elijah said to Elisha, “Tell me what I may do for you, before I am taken from you.”  

Elisha said, “Please let me inherit a double share of your spirit.”  He responded, “You have asked a hard 

thing; yet, if you see me as I am being taken from you, it will be granted you; if not, it will not.”  As they 

continued walking and talking, a chariot of fire and horses of fire separated the two of them, and Elijah 

ascended in a whirlwind into heaven.  Elisha kept watching and crying out, “Father, father!  The chariots  

of Israel and its horsemen!”  But when he could no longer see him, he grasped his own clothes and tore  

them in two pieces. 

Reader  The Word of the Lord.  

People  Thanks be to God.  
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Psalm 50:1-6                                              Deus deorum                     Plainsong Psalter 94 

 

 

       TONE I.2 

 

 

 

Epistle              2 Corinthians 4:3-6 

Reader  A reading from the second letter of St Paul to the Church in Corinth. 

If our gospel is veiled, it is veiled to those who are perishing.  In their case the god of this world has blinded 

the minds of the unbelievers, to keep them from seeing the light of the gospel of the glory of Christ, who is  

the image of God.   

For we do not proclaim ourselves; we proclaim Jesus Christ as Lord and ourselves as your slaves for Jesus’ 

sake.  For it is the God who said, “Let light shine out of darkness,” who has shone in our hearts to give the 

light of the knowledge of the glory of God in the face of Jesus Christ. 

Reader   The Word of the Lord. 

People  Thanks be to God. 
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Proclaiming Hymn                                            Hyfrydol                                     Hymnal 460 
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Gospel Alleluia                          John 8:12 

Presider  Alleluia, alleluia.  Jesus said ‘I am the light of the world’. 

People  Whoever follows Christ will never walk in darkness.  Alleluia, alleluia 

Holy Gospel                                                                                                      Mark 9:2-9 

Presider    The Holy Gospel of our Lord Jesus Christ according to St Mark. 

People  Glory to you, Lord Christ.   

Jesus took with him Peter and James and John, and led them up a high mountain apart, by themselves.   

And he was transfigured before them, and his clothes became dazzling white, such as no one on earth could 

bleach them.  And there appeared to them Elijah with Moses, who were talking with Jesus.  Then Peter said  

to Jesus, “Rabbi, it is good for us to be here; let us make three dwellings, one for you, one for Moses, and  

one for Elijah.”  He did not know what to say, for they were terrified.   

Then a cloud overshadowed them, and from the cloud there came a voice, “This is my Son, the Beloved;  

listen to him!”  Suddenly when they looked around, they saw no one with them any more, but only Jesus.   

As they were coming down the mountain, he ordered them to tell no one about what they had seen, until  

after the Son of Man had risen from the dead. 

Presider  The Gospel of the Lord. 

People  Praise to you, Lord Christ. 

III.  Responding to the Proclaimed Word 

Homily                                                                Andrew Kruger 

Nicene Creed                                                               Enriching Our Worship 53 

We believe in one God, the Father, the Almighty,  

 maker of heaven and earth, of all that is, seen and unseen. 

We believe in one Lord, Jesus Christ, the only Son of God, 

 eternally begotten of the Father, 

 God from God, Light from Light,  

true God from true God, 

 begotten, not made,  

of one Being with the Father; 

 through him all things were made. 

For us and for our salvation he came down from heaven, 

 was incarnate of the Holy Spirit and the Virgin Mary 

 and became truly human. 

For our sake he was crucified under Pontius Pilate; 

 he suffered death and was buried. 

On the third day he rose again in accordance with the Scriptures; 

 he ascended into heaven  

and is seated at the right hand of the Father. 

He will come again in glory to judge the living and the dead, 

 and his kingdom will have no end. 
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We believe in the Holy Spirit, the Lord, the giver of life, 

 who proceeds from the Father,  * 

 who with the Father and the Son is worshiped and glorified, 

 who has spoken through the prophets. 

We believe in one holy catholic and apostolic Church. 

We acknowledge one baptism for the forgiveness of sins. 

We look for the resurrection of the dead, 

 and the life of the world to come.  Amen. 

Prayers of the People                                                                           Common Worship 

The Presider says 

In the power of the Spirit and in union with Christ, let us pray to the Father. 

The Intercessor prays 

Lord of glory, it is good that we are here.  In peace we make our prayer to you.  In trust we confirm our faith 

in you.  Help us to set our faces steadfastly to where you would have us go.  

Lord, look with favor:  Lord, transfigure and heal. 

Lord of glory, look with favor on your Church, proclaiming your beloved Son to the world and listening to  

the promptings of his Spirit.  May she be renewed in holiness that she may reflect your glory. 

Lord, look with favor:  Lord, transfigure and heal. 

Lord of glory, look with favor on the nations of the world, scarred by hatred, strife and war.  May they be 

healed by the touch of your hand. 

Lord, look with favor:  Lord, transfigure and heal. 

Lord of glory, look with favor on those in need and distress, suffering as your Son suffered and waiting for the 

salvation you promise.  May the daybreak and Christ the Morning Star bring them the light of his presence. 

Lord, look with favor:  Lord, transfigure and heal. 

Lord of glory, it is good if we suffer with you so that we shall be glorified with you.  According to your promise 

bring all the faithful departed to see Christ with their own eyes in majesty and to be changed into his likeness 

from glory to glory. 

Lord, look with favor:  Lord, transfigure and heal. 

The people add their thanksgivings and petitions using the chat function; the Presider concludes the prayers with the collect.  

Almighty God, in Christ you make all things new: transform the poverty of our nature by the riches of your 

grace, and in the renewal of our lives make known your heavenly glory; through Jesus Christ our Lord.  Amen. 

Peace                                                                            BCP 360 

The People may unmute themselves to share the Peace. 

Presider  The peace of the Lord be always with you.  

People  And also with you.  

Announcements                 Andrew Kruger 
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IV.  Celebrating at the Lord’s Table 

Offertory Sentence                                                                                      BCP 376 

Presider  Yours, O Lord, is the greatness, the power, the glory, the victory, and the majesty.  

For everything in heaven and on earth is yours. Yours, O Lord, is the kingdom,  

and you are exalted as head over all.                                              

1 Chronicles 29:11 

Please continue to mail pledges to Trinity Episcopal Church, 205 North Avenue, East, Cranford NJ  07016 

Offertory Anthem                                                          “Be still, for the presence of the Lord” 

Words & Music – David J. Evans; arr. by Richard Shephard 

Be still, for the presence of the Lord, the Holy One, is here; 

Come, bow before him now, with reverence and fear. 

In him no sin is found, we stand on holy ground; 

Be still, for the presence of the Lord, the Holy One is here. 

Be still, for the glory of the Lord is shining all around; 

He burns with holy fire, with splendor he is crowned. 

How awesome is the sight, our radiant King of light! 

Be still, for the glory of the Lord is shining all around. 

Be still, for the power of the Lord is moving in this place; 

He comes to cleanse and heal, to minister his grace. 

No work to hard for him, in faith receive from him’ 

Be still, for the power of the Lord is moving in this place. 

Thanksgiving                             Nathan Nettleton 

Presider  The Lord be with you. 

People   And also with you. 

Presider  Let us give thanks to the Lord our God. 

People   It is right to give our thanks and praise. 

We give you all thanks and praise, O God, for your transfiguring light has overcome us and is restoring  

within us the image of your glory.  When you created the universe you said, “Let light shine out of darkness,” 

and the heavens lit up in testimony to your justice.   

Through the law and prophets your light has shone forth, and your Word has never fallen silent.   

On a high mountain you pulled back the veil of heaven and, as Moses and Elijah passed on their mantles  

to the one in whom your saving Word is fulfilled, you allowed the incomparable glory of your Son to be seen 

by his terrified disciples.   

He was killed by those who would not listen to you, but after you raised him from the dead, you sent the 

winds of heaven upon us with an extravagant outpouring of your Holy Spirit. 
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Therefore, with our hearts lifted high, we offer you thanks and praise at all times through Jesus Christ  

our Lord, who lives and reigns with you and the Holy Spirit, one God, for ever and ever.  AMEN. 

Invitation to Spiritual Communion                        

Almighty God, you have given your only Son to be for us both a sacrifice for sin and also an example of  

godly life: give us the grace to perceive and welcome Christ that we may follow the blessed steps of his  

most holy life.  As we walk with our Lord on the path of obedience, sustain us on our way through the  

gift of this spiritual communion. 

Behold the Lamb of God who takes away the sin of the world. 

Presider  The gifts of God: 

People  For the people of God. 

Silence is kept and an image of Trinity’s reserved sacrament is revealed. 

Spiritual Communion                 St. Alphonsus de Liguori alt. 

Presider  Let each of us invite Christ to come into our heart. 

Presider  My Jesus, I believe that you are truly present in the Blessed Sacrament of the Altar.   

I desire to offer you praise and thanksgiving as I proclaim your resurrection.   

I love you above all things, and long for you in my soul.   

Since I cannot receive you in the Sacrament of your Body and Blood,  

come spiritually into my heart.   

Cleanse and strengthen me with your grace, Lord Jesus,  

and let me never be separated from you.   

May I live in you, and you in me, in this life and in the life to come.  Amen. 

Communion Meditation                                      La Ténèbre                             Taizé Community 
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Lord’s Prayer                                                                             BCP 364 

Presider  And now, as our Savior Christ has taught us, we are bold to pray, 

Our Father, who art in heaven,  

 hallowed be thy name,  

 thy kingdom come,  

 thy will be done,  

  on earth as it is in heaven.   

Give us this day our daily bread.   

And forgive us our trespasses,  

 as we forgive those who trespass against us.   

And lead us not into temptation,  

 but deliver us from evil.   

For thine is the kingdom,  

 and the power,  

 and the glory  

  for ever and ever.   

   Amen. 

V.  Going out as God’s People 

Commissioning of the People                                                             Nathan Nettleton 

Presider Go now, and speak of what you have seen of God’s glory.   

Do not cling to the holy moments when heaven overshadows you,  

but as the Lord lives, listen to Christ and follow him  

from the places of revelation to the places of mission. 

Blessing                                                                                          Common Worship 

Presider  Christ, whose glory fills the skies, fill you with radiance  

and scatter the darkness from your path.   

People  Amen. 

Presider  Christ, the Sun of Righteousness,  

gladden your eyes and warm your heart. 

People  Amen. 

Presider  Christ, the Dayspring from on high,  

draw near to guide your feet into the way of peace. 

People  Amen. 

Presider  And the blessing of God almighty,  

 the Father, the Son, and the Holy Spirit,  

be among you and remain with you always.   

People  Amen. 
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Sending Hymn                                              Lasst uns erfreuen                      Hymnal 618 

 

 

 

 

 

Dismissal                                                                                                   BCP 366 

Presider  Alleluia, alleluia.  Let us bless the Lord. 
People  Thanks be to God.  Alleluia, alleluia.   
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What you need to know today … 

Pledge Statements  Envelopes have been delivered by hand or mailed, please contact Sarah Gregory (908-347-6498) if you have not 

received your envelopes.  Statements were delivered or mailed with the distribution of ashes and holy water on Friday, February 12.  An 

electronic copy may be requested by emailing Sarah Gregory at quanset19@gmail.com.  The parish leadership is so grateful for your 

continued faithfulness.  Please continue to mail pledges — labeled “To Financial Secretary” — to Trinity Church, 205 North Avenue East, 

Cranford, NJ 07016. 

“Remembrances and Recollections”  The Trinity website contains a growing number of historical contributions from parishioners.  There 

is a new entry from Bonnie Gentesse, who spearheaded the annual “Breakfast with Santa” fund-raiser for many years, reflecting on the 

amount of work and great joy that resulted.  Share your story; pleases contact any member of the Archival Committee:  Vicki Goralski, 

Irene Telerico or Fran Witherington. 

Forward Day by Day  The Episcopal Church’s devotional booklet covering the months of February, March and April are available; e-mail 

Marion Nechuta if you would like to receive a copy in the mail. 

What you need to know this week … 

Outreach Committee meets online after this worship service at 11:30 AM. 

The Parish Office  Marion Nechuta is in the office on Thursday afternoons to field phone calls only, no in-person contact is permitted at 

this time.  Marion may be contacted via the parish email or her cell (908-451-4498) during the rest of the week from 2 PM to 5 PM. 

The Daily Offices  Morning and Evening Prayer are held online Monday through Friday at 8:30 AM and 5 PM respectively.   

Intercessory Prayer List  Each person on the list is prayed for at Morning Prayer and Evening Prayer.  You are encouraged to add and 

update your prayer requests; please click on this link.  Please remember to move the person you are praying for to the “Thanksgiving for 

Healing” section if and when that becomes appropriate. 

Emergency Food Supplies for St. Joseph’s Social Service Center  Bring supplies to Junior Warden Sydney O’Hagan (774-218-3461) 

and leave them on her front porch at 205 High Street, Cranford every Wednesday.  Click here for a list of appropriate items.  

In-Person Ash Wednesday Service  At 12 noon, this Wednesday, February 17 Trinity will offer a Rite II Holy Eucharist with the sprinkling 

of ashes.  At this service we will return to the ancient practice of sprinkling ashes on the head rather than the imposition on the forehead.  

This practice has the advantage of limiting touch during a pandemic and has been approved by Bishop Stokes.  Those wishing to attend 

this in-person service will need to pre-register by clicking this link.  Please complete a form for every individual attending so that we don’t 

exceed our current maximum capacity of 26 people.  

Online Ash Wednesday Service  At 7 PM, this Wednesday, February 17 Trinity will offer a service of ashing in the context of Evening 

Prayer.  Blessed ashes will be delivered to every household in the parish this weekend so that participants in this service will be able to 

ash themselves or one another in the case of multi person households.  

Trinity’s Handbell Choir  Rehearsals every Wednesday from 6:30 PM to 7:15 PM through March 24 to prepare several pieces for 

Easter.  Please note, there is no rehearsal for either choir on Ash Wednesday.  Contact Anthony Rafaniello (anthonyrafaniello@gmail.com) 

to participate or if you have any questions. 

Trinity’s Virtual Choir  Rehearsal is online every Wednesday night from 8 PM to 8:45 PM.  The Winter session runs through March 24 

and the choir will prepare and present several anthems for Lent and Easter.  Anyone who enjoys singing should consider participating, 

even without the ability to read music.  Click here for more information and to sign-up or visit trinitycranford.org and click on ‘Music. ’ 

Women’s Bible Study  Nancy Miller leads this group every Thursday from 10 AM to 11:30 AM via Trinity’s online platform.   

Compline  Consider ending your day with the peaceful prayer office of Compline, Thursday nights at 8 PM via Trinity’s online platform.   

 

mailto:quanset19@gmail.com
https://www.trinitycranford.org/remembrances-recollections
https://docs.google.com/document/d/1C2xLvyim3I6-cUMahPNbFSbn8rKIXH2jYWvwylYII7Q/edit?usp=sharing
https://docs.google.com/document/d/1Rp0rv3ACWBDTQwzrnXRi2VdOJ1Th5dUGqiDokj6cFeU/edit?usp=sharing
https://forms.gle/q3T2d6xZTJp1Bd2k8
mailto:anthonyrafaniello@gmail.com
https://docs.google.com/document/d/1gP5kwTVb4Ajn5sjkefs7N6BIP_DTx2jNEHDmAwHiiDk/edit?usp=sharing
http://trinitycranford.org/
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What you need to know for the future … 

Sandwich Sunday next week  On the third Sunday of the month, making it February 21 this month, food is delivered to our sister parish, 

St. John’s in Elizabeth that same afternoon.  Click this link for the items needed.  Please deliver items to 310 West Clay Avenue, Roselle 

Park by this Saturday, February 20.  Help is also needed to make sandwiches this Saturday, February 20, please contact Marion Nechuta 

(908-451-4498) if you would like to help. 

St. John’s Pantry  Trinity can help stock the shelves.  Click here for the list of items needed and which will be delivered on February 21.  

Please deliver items to 310 West Clay Avenue, Roselle Park by Saturday, February 20. 

Winter Clothing  Outreach is also collecting warm clothes for our sister parish; click on this link to see the types of acceptable gifts.  Please 

deliver items to 310 West Clay Avenue, Roselle Park by Saturday, February 20. 

The Greening Committee  This Committee is strategizing how to reduce our environmental footprint, both as a church and as individuals.  

The first suggestion is to bring your iPad or smartphone to church to access the bulletin on the church’s new WiFi connection.  It saves 

paper; plus, you can view the artwork in color, and even enlarge the font.  The Committee’s next meeting is Tuesday, February 23, at 7 

PM via Trinity’s online platform.  Contact Casey Woodruff (cwoodruff@jonbramnick.com; 908-868-4915) to join or for more information. 

“Embracing Lent: Inspiration from the Twelve Steps”  This year’s Lenten course will be facilitated by Vestry member Dr. Patrick Milas 

who teaches research and some spirituality courses at New Brunswick Theological Seminary.  He asserts, “The 12 Steps have done wonders 

for the lives and families of mutual support groups such as AA and Al-Anon.  But you don’t have to struggle with addiction or dependency 

to benefit from the Gospel-laden 12 Steps.  This Lent, explore with your Trinity Church family how to repent, reconcile and renew, step-

by-step.”  The course consists of four sessions, between 7 and 8 PM, beginning on Thursday, February 25 via Trinity’s online platform.   

† February 25 – Peace with God: Steps 1-3 

† March 4 – Peace with Ourselves: Steps 4-7 

† March 11 – Peace with Others: Steps 8-10 

† March 18 – Keeping the Peace: Steps 11-12 

Seamen’s Institute  For the month of February Outreach is collecting for the “Christmas at Sea” project.  See the attached list.  Interested 

in knitting hats for Seamen’s Institute?  Please contact Marion Nechuta for patterns.  For those who have already knitted hats for this 

ministry, please deliver them to the home of Marion Nechuta 310 West Clay Avenue, Roselle Park by Saturday, February 27.  They will 

be blessed before being delivered. 

237th Annual Diocesan Convention, Saturday, March 6  Because of the unprecedented pandemic, the Diocesan Convention will be held 

virtually.  Diocesan Convention is a time when clergy and representatives from around our diocese gather to share in the polity of the 

Church, upholding the common mission and ministry of our Lord Jesus Christ.  All are welcome to worship together, conduct business, and 

listen to presentations, but only our elected delegates have the right to vote. 

Baptisms During the Easter Season  The sacrament of baptism will be offered at the Great Easter Vigil and on Sundays during the 

season of Easter at the 8 AM in-person and physically-distanced service.  All Baptismal candidates will be enrolled next Sunday, February 

21 during the 10 AM online service.  Parents of baptismal candidates are expected to attend the Thursday evening Lent Course in 

addition to the Baptism Class on Thursday, March 25 from 7 PM to 8 PM.  Today is the last opportunity to request a date for baptism, 

please see availability below. 

† Easter Vigil, April 3 at 8 PM (Evan Ortiz) 

† Second Sunday of Easter, April 11 (Henry DeVelde) 

† Third Sunday of Easter, April 18 

† Fourth Sunday of Easter, April 25 (Aurora Tsiolas) 

† Fifth Sunday of Easter, May 2 (Lilianna Ilich) 

† Sixth Sunday of Easter, May 9  

† Last Sunday of Easter, May 16 (Wesley Ditzel IV) 

† Day of Pentecost, May 23 (Matias Juarez)  

“From Many, One: Conversations Across Difference”  “I have never been more profoundly aware of the need for passionate and 

practical commitment to the way of unselfish, sacrificial love that Jesus taught.  Conversations with others across difference is not just a 

nice thing to do.  It is a spiritual practice of love in action.  It’s how we reknit the fabric of our democracy and the human family of God.” 

–[Presiding Bishop Michael Curry]  To learn more go to episcopalchurch.org/from-many-one 

 

https://docs.google.com/document/d/1Rp0rv3ACWBDTQwzrnXRi2VdOJ1Th5dUGqiDokj6cFeU/edit?usp=sharing
https://docs.google.com/document/d/1cDqldThkI_kRy_3t6w4gn-JLVclGDn0eCa9jzPcBJ4g/edit?usp=sharing
mailto:cwoodruff@jonbramnick.com
https://docs.google.com/document/d/1I7Zd72a3aVaRC40LmJkOc4ER6giAnDaTeUVMxMPBjMU/edit?usp=sharing
file:///C:/Users/tvod9/Google%20Drive/episcopalchurch.org/from-many-one
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Year of Eucharist Reflections 

This year, we are celebrating the Year of Eucharist as we seek to more fully develop our Eucharistic identity as individuals and as 

a community.  Last month, several members of the congregation shared what Eucharist means to them.  Now, the Liturgical 

Committee is inviting everyone to share their eucharistic experience.  Take some time to prayerfully reflect on the deeply personal 

question of what Eucharist means to you.  Then consider posting your reflection on the Trinity Church website.  The Committee 

hopes you will share your thoughts, so that we all may grow and be fed by one another.  Follow these instructions: 

† go to Trinity website 

† under “Fellowship” tab, click on “Trinity Community Forum” 

† at “Guest Area”, enter password “1872” 

† click on “Year of Eucharist Reflections” 

† click on “Please share your personal encounter with the Eucharist.”  (Do not click “Create New Post”) 

† click on “Write a comment” 

† when finished, hit “Publish” 

 

Lectionary & Liturgy 

On this final Sunday after the Epiphany the Transfiguration of Christ is the central theme.  This event was the most striking 

manifestation of Jesus’ divine identity during the days of his ministry.  It was also in this event that Jesus made his first clear 

reference to his approaching death and resurrection, which is the reason we commemorate it on the Sunday before Lent.  The two 

greatest men of God from the past, Moses and Elijah, joined him, representing the law and the prophets, God’s primary means of 

self-revelation prior to Jesus, and discussed with him what lay ahead. 

The Old Testament reading is the account of the prophet Elijah’s departure into heaven leaving his ministry to his disciple Elisha.  

Jewish belief in the days of Jesus was that this, the greatest of the old prophets, would one day reappear to signal the coming of the 

Messiah.  In the second reading, Paul describes the presence of Jesus in our lives as the light of God.  We are to be transfigured by 

Jesus that his light may shine forth from us. 

It is in the liturgy of the Eucharist, above all, that God’s people continue to meet and know the Lord.  We become eyewitnesses to 

Christ’s continuing work of redemption in our lives, and we are called to manifest his love for all people in lives transfigured by 

our own relationship to him. 

Today is the final Sunday we use the liturgical word “Alleluia” until Easter.  Thus, its renewal at Easter will signal its unique joy.  

In many congregations the final hymn is the ancient “farewell to Alleluia” (Hymnal 1982, #122 and #123).  It uses the Old Testament 

Babylonian captivity as an image of our lives in this world, and our hope for an eternal Easter in God’s Kingdom. 

From The Rite Light: Reflections on the Sunday Readings and Seasons of the Church Year. © 2007 Michael W. Merriman. Church Publishing Inc., NY. 

† Cover Art – “Transfiguration of Jesus” (1408) by Feofan Grek from the Spaso-Preobrazhensky Cathedral in Pereslavl-

Zalessky. One of the greatest iconographers of Muscovite Russia, “Theophanes the Greek” (1340-1410) worked in various 

cities in the Byzantine Empire before moving to Nizhny Novgorod, and finally to Moscow. He was noted as the teacher 

and mentor of the great Andrei Rublev. 

† Prelude – Suite bergamasque by French composer Claude Debussy (1862-1918). The work’s title derives from Bergamo, 

located in the foothills of the Italian Alps. The first movement, “Prélude,” has open and flowing phrases with much use 

of legato phrases. Its most readily recognizable segment is the third movement, the ever-popular “Clair de lune” 

(“Moonlight”) which provides an elegant contrast to the sprightly second and fourth movements which are quick and 

light-footed, more staccato in mood than the first. –[Betsy Schwarm] 

† Gathering Hymn – Words: Sts. 1-3 Christopher Wordsworth (1807-1885); st. 4 F. Bland Tucker (1895-1984) © The Church 

Pension Fund.  Music: melody Jakob Hintze (1622-1702); harmony Johann Sebastian Bach (1685-1750). 

https://www.britannica.com/contributor/Betsy-Schwarm/9297586
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† Opening Acclamation – Enriching Our Worship is a collection of supplemental liturgical materials. The canticles and 

prayers represent the recovery of ancient biblical and patristic images, including the identification of Christ with Wisdom 

and language for God that does not use familiar masculine terms. The liturgical texts reflect the influence of the prayer 

experience of women, and a desire to honor that experience while remaining faithful to the norms of liturgical prayer as 

received by the Episcopal Church. 

† In Excelsis Gloria – Words: Anonymous, 15th cent. medieval.  Music: William James Mathias (1934-1992) © 1976 Oxford 

University Press. Written while a student at the University of Wales, Aberystwyth for the Elizabethan Madrigal Singers. 

† Collect of the Day – The Epiphany season has from 4 to 9 Sundays depending on the date of Easter (see table BCP 884-

885). The Transfiguration is the Sunday Gospel lesson in all 3 years in the RCL. The rubric makes clear that this collect, 

first included in the 1928 revision, is used on the Sunday before Ash Wednesday. It is particularly appropriate on this 

Sunday, when we recall our Lord’s having set His face to go to Jerusalem. –[Notes on the American Prayer Book by Marion Hatchett] 

† Lections – The readings for our lessons are determined by The Revised Common Lectionary © 1992 Consultation on Common 

Texts (CCT), Nashville, TN and drawn from the Bible texts of the New Revised Standard Version Bible © 1989 by the 

Division of Christian Education of the National Council of the Church of Christ in the USA.  

† Proclaiming Hymn – Words: William Chatterton Dix (1837-1898). Written about the year 1866, the author’s design being 

to assist in supplying a then acknowledged lack of Eucharistic hymns in Church of England hymnals.  Music: Rowland 

Hugh Prichard (1811-1887). One of the most loved Welsh tunes, composed in 1830 when he was only nineteen. 

† Nicene Creed – This version is designed to contain “all the expansive language texts currently authorized.” It is almost 

identical to the version in the BCP. The omission of the words ‘and the Son’ (filioque) restores the text of the Creed to the 

original wording agreed upon at the Fourth Ecumenical Council of Constantinople (381 CE). The addition of that phrase 

was a later development implemented only in the Western Church and without the approval of a General Council. 

† Offertory Anthem – Words& Music: David J. Evans (b. 1957) © 1986 Kingsway’s Thankyou Music, admin. EMI Christian 

Music Publishing. A contemporary hymn written by the British songwriter in 1986; he was involved in the charismatic 

movement but felt that some of its worship risked treating God in a trivial fashion. Specifically, he was inspired by the 

phrase in the Old Testament – “then Jacob awoke from his sleep and said ‘surely the Lord is in this place and I did not 

know it.’” Also inspirational was Exodus 3: 1–6, where Moses met the Yahweh at the burning bush. This hymn has been 

heard on the BBC’s Songs of Praise and was voted as one of the UK’s 10 most popular hymns in 2019. 

† Spiritual Communion – From material adapted from the Prayer of St. Alphonsus de Liguori (1696-1787), an Italian writer, 

composer, musician, artist, poet, lawyer, and theologian. He is said never to have refused absolution to a penitent; “the 

penitents should be treated as souls to be saved rather than as criminals to be punished.” The shape of this prayer comes 

from An Anglican Prayer Book 1989, with additional material adapted from A Prayer Book for the Armed Services 2007. 

† Communion Meditation – Words: Psalm 27; Taizé Community.  Music: Jacques Berthier (1923-1994) © 1982, 1983, 1984, 

Les Presses de Taizé, GIA Publications, Inc., agent. 

† Sending Hymn – Words: John Athelstan Laurie Riley (1858-1945).  Music: melody Auserlesene Catholische Geistliche 

Kirchengeseng, 1623; adapt. & harm. Ralph Vaughan Williams (1872-1958). Words & Music perm. Oxford University Press.  
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