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The Paschal/Easter Vigil 

Theme: Baptism as Participation in the 
Death, Burial and Resurrection of 
Christ 

Biblical Text: Romans 6: 3–11 (All of us 
who have been baptized in Christ Jesus 
were baptized into his death)

Scriptural and Liturgical Context of Baptism



The Baptism of our Lord in the 
season of Epiphany

Theme: Baptism as New Birth and 
Adoption by Water and the Holy Spirit

Biblical Texts: Mark 1:9–11 (Jesus is 
baptized by John in the Jordan) & John 
3:3–6 (No one can enter the kingdom 
of God without being born of water and 
Spirit)

Scriptural and Liturgical Context of Baptism



The Feast of Pentecost 

Theme: Baptism as the Sacrament and 
Seal of the Holy Spirit

Biblical Text: Acts 2 (Be baptized… and 
you will receive the gift of the Holy 
Spirit)

Scriptural and Liturgical Context of Baptism



The Feast of All Saints

Theme: Baptism as Incorporation into 
the Body of Christ

Biblical Text: 1 Corinthians 12:12–13 
(For in the one Spirit we were all 
baptized into one body)

Scriptural and Liturgical Context of Baptism



Context of Baptism

“Baptism is the sacrament by which God 
adopts us as his children and makes us 
members of Christ’s Body, the Church, and 
inheritors of the kingdom of God.  The 
outward and visible sign in Baptism is 
water, in which the person is baptized in the 
Name of the Father, and of the Son, and of 
the Holy Spirit.  The inward and spiritual 
grace in Baptism is union with Christ in his 
death and resurrection, birth into God’s 
family the Church, forgiveness of sins, and 
new life in the Holy Spirit.”

 -- from the Catechism of the Episcopal 
Church, Book of Common Prayer, p. 858



Baptismal Font Location

View walking into the 
church from the 
narthex and main 
entrance.

The new baptismal font 
will sit in the middle of 
the aisle, in the very 
foreground of this 
photo.  It will be the 
most prominent 
liturgical furnishing in 
view when walking into 
the church building.



Baptismal Font Location
Placing the font in the 
center aisle requires us 
to encounter the place 
of our baptism every 
time we enter the 
church. 

The liturgical reformer 
H.A. Reinhold wrote 
that the font should be 
“in the way” of the 
faithful as they go to 
church so they could be 
reminded “of the one 
fact to which they owe 
their salvation.”



Baptismal Font Design

This is the design selected by the 
committee for the font’s wooden base.  
It was created and will be built by 
parishioner and choir section leader 
Brandon Frumolt. The glass bowl is being 
commissioned from Hot Sand Glass 
Studio in Asbury Park, NJ.

Please note that the image of the font’s 
bowl here is just a placeholder.  



Base of the Baptismal Font



Base of the Baptismal Font



Base of the Baptismal Font



Design of the Font

Traditionally, baptismal fonts are six-sided 
(six being a symbol of death, or dying with 
Christ) or eight-sided (eight being a symbol 
of new life, “the eighth day of creation,” “the 
day of resurrection”). Our font design has 
eight sides representing the eighth day.  

The wooden base structure provides a strong 
foundation, but also allows space for the 
wind and spirit to blow through it.  Light will 
also come through, almost reminiscent of 
stained glass.  



Design of the Font

The cross is central to the design, which speaks to 
death, as well as the Resurrection life represented 
by the empty cross.  The use of the Celtic-style 
cross is a nod to our Anglican heritage.

The design compliments the woodwork in the 
church. The lumber will be sourced locally and 
prepared by our craftsman, Brandon.



 Existing Glass in Trinity - The Trinity Window

The “Trinity Window” (also called 
the “Rose Window” by parishioners) 
is the symbol of Trinity Church 
Cranford.  It sits above the main 
entrance of the church, which is 
where the baptismal font will sit.  
The three circles represent the 
Christian doctrine of the Holy 
Trinity, the mystery of the 
“Three-in-One,” Father, Son, and 
Holy Spirit.  



Existing Glass in Trinity - Memorial Windows

The Memorial Windows are the main 
windows located throughout the nave 
and transept of the church.  They tell 
the story of the major events in the life 
of Jesus Christ.

This window, which depicts the 
baptism of Jesus Christ in the Jordan 
River, is near the main entrance of the 
church, where the baptismal font will 
be located.



Existing Glass in Trinity - Clerestory Windows
The triangular clerestory windows are not the first 
thing you notice when you enter the space, tucked 
away in the small dormers in the ceiling, but they are 
among our favorite pieces of art in the church 
building.  Created and designed by artist and 
parishioner Frank Loyacano and Trinity’s former 
rector’s brother, Edward Pettit in 1981, they depict 
“The Elements.”  Specifically:

Clouds
Earth & The Seedling

Lightning
Moon
Rain
Sea

Snow
Stars
Sun

Wind



Existing Glass in Trinity - Clerestory Windows



Water is the most important 
element and symbol of baptism 
and the bowl of the font will 
hold and represent that holy 
water.

The artists at Hot Sand call this 
color combination their “ocean 
mix.”

Glass Color Samples from Hot Sand



Glass Color Samples from Hot Sand

This sample is in Hot Sand’s 
“cobalt” shade of blue.



Glass Color Samples from Hot Sand

This sample is much more transparent, allowing light to pass through 
and making the water in the font more visible.



Glass Shape Examples



The shape of the bowl shape will be 
reminiscent of the womb, as it is 
the womb through which we are 
reborn in Christ.  

The womb shape can be seen in the 
photos on the previous page.  This 
glass sample was the closest to the 
shape so far, but more samples are 
scheduled to be ready by the end of 
this week.

Glass Shape Examples



These three samples are the basis for the next 
set of glass samples, which are expected at the 
end of this week.



Next Steps

● Continue refining font bowl color, shape, and translucence 
with Hot Sand Glass Studio with additional glass samples.

● Approve a final design of the glass font bowl.
● Coordinate meeting between artisans at Hot Sand and 

Brandon to ensure a smooth and secure fit between the glass 
bowl and the wooden base of the font.

● Delivery of the glass bowl.
● Construction of wooden base.
● Delivery of base and installation in the church.


