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Welcome                   Andrew Kruger 

Prelude                                             “Land of Rest” – Russell Schulz-Widmar 

At the end of the prelude, the bells are rung and the People stand for the entrance of the Cross. 

I.  Gathering of God’s People 

Gathering Hymn             Hymn to Joy               Ludwig von Beethoven 
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Opening Acclamation                                                      Book of Common Prayer 355 

All standing, the Presider says 

  Alleluia!  Christ is risen. 

People   The Lord is risen indeed.  Alleluia. 

Preparatory Prayer                                                                                                   BCP 355 

Presider  Let us pray. 

God of grace and glory, in your Son Jesus Christ you have given us a true faith and a sure hope:   

help us to live as those who believe in the communion of saints, the forgiveness of sins, and  

the resurrection to eternal life, and strengthen this faith and hope in us all the days of our life; 

through the love of your Son Jesus Christ our Savior.  Amen. 

Gloria                                  William Mathias              Hymnal S-278 
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Collect                                                    A Great Cloud of Witnesses 

Presider The Lord be with you. 

People And also with you. 

Presider Let us pray. 

O God, the Maker and Redeemer of all believers: Grant to the faithful departed the unsearchable benefits of 

the passion of your Son; that on the day of his appearing they may be manifested as your children; through 

Jesus Christ our Lord who lives and reigns with you and the Holy Spirit, one God, now and for ever.  Amen. 

II.  Proclaiming and Receiving the Word of God 

Apocrypha                                                               Wisdom 3:1-9 

Reader  A reading from the Wisdom of Solomon. 

The souls of the righteous are in the hand of God, and no torment will ever touch them.  In the eyes of  

the foolish they seemed to have died, and their departure was thought to be a disaster, and their going  

from us to be their destruction; but they are at peace.   

For though in the sight of others they were punished, their hope is full of immortality.  Having been 

disciplined a little, they will receive a great good, because God tested them and found them worthy of himself; 

like gold in the furnace he tried them, and like a sacrificial burnt offering he accepted them.   

In the time of their visitation they will shine forth, and will run like sparks through stubble.  They will  

govern nations and rule over peoples, and the Lord will reign over them forever.  Those who trust in him  

will understand truth, and the faithful will abide with him in love, because grace and mercy are upon his  

holy ones, and he watches over his elect. 

Reader  The Word of the Lord.  
People Thanks be to God. 



5 
 

Psalm 130                                                           De profundis                           Plainsong Psalter 

The People chant the psalm with the choir. 

 

 

 

TONE III.5 

 

 

Epistle   1 Thessalonians 4:13-18 

Reader             A reading from St. Paul’s first letter to the Church in Thessalonica. 

We do not want you to be uninformed, brothers and sisters, about those who have died, so that you may not 

grieve as others do who have no hope.  For since we believe that Jesus died and rose again, even so, through 

Jesus, God will bring with him those who have died.  For this we declare to you by the word of the Lord, that 

we who are alive, who are left until the coming of the Lord, will by no means precede those who have died.  

For the Lord himself, with a cry of command, with the archangel’s call and with the sound of God’s trumpet, 

will descend from heaven, and the dead in Christ will rise first.  Then we who are alive, who are left, will be 

caught up in the clouds together with them to meet the Lord in the air; and so we will be with the Lord 

forever.  Therefore encourage one another with these words. 

Reader  The Word of the Lord.  

People Thanks be to God.  
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Proclaiming Hymn                                      Rockingham                              Bruce Jenneker 

 

 

 

Holy Gospel                                                                                         John 5:24-27 

Presider   The Holy Gospel of our Lord Jesus Christ according to St John. 

People Glory to you, Lord Christ. 

Jesus said to the people, “Very truly, I tell you, anyone who hears my word and believes him who sent me  

has eternal life, and does not come under judgment, but has passed from death to life.  Very truly, I tell you, 

the hour is coming, and is now here, when the dead will hear the voice of the Son of God, and those who hear 

will live.  For just as the Father has life in himself, so he has granted the Son also to have life in himself;  

and he has given him authority to execute judgment, because he is the Son of Man.” 

Presider   The Gospel of the Lord. 

People  Praise to you, Lord Christ. 

III.  Responding to the Proclaimed Word 

Homily                                      Andrew Kruger 

Remembering all the Faithful Departed 

The Presider says 

Memories of our loved ones will come to us, unbidden, sometimes unexpected, in all the various moments  

of our lives.  Let us remember before God, on this holy night of remembrance, the faithful departed. 

The names of those to be remembered are read aloud, and silence kept after. 
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Litany of Remembrance 

A candle on the votive tree is lit from the Paschal Candle after each versicle and response. 

In the rising of the sun and its going down,  

  we remember them. 

At the blowing of the wind and in the chill of Winter,  

  we remember them. 

At the opening of buds and in the rebirth of Spring,  

  we remember them. 

At the blueness of the skies and in the warmth of Summer,  

  we remember them. 

At the rustling of leaves and the beauty of Autumn,  

  we remember them. 

At the beginning of the year and when it ends,  

  we remember them. 

When we are weary and in need of strength,  

  we remember them. 

When we are lost and sick at heart,  

  we remember them. 

When we have joys we yearn to share,  

  we remember them. 

When we have decisions that are difficult to make,  

  we remember them. 

The people may place flowers in the vase at the foot of the Paschal Candle. 

Meditative Chant                                  Dans nos obscurities                    Taizé Community 
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Then the Presider says 

Rest eternal grant them, O Lord: 

  And let light perpetual shine upon them. 

May their souls, and the souls of all the departed, rest in peace: 

  And rise in glory.  Amen. 

Peace                                                                                                         BCP 360 

All stand. 

Presider   The peace of the Lord be always with you.                                             

People    And also with you. 

A sign of peace is offered with a reverent bow. 

Offertory Sentence                BCP 377 

Presider  Yours, O Lord, is the greatness, the power, the glory, the victory, and the majesty.   

  For everything in heaven and on earth is yours.   

Yours, O Lord, is the kingdom, and you are exalted as head over all.  
1 Chronicles 29:11 

Offertory Hymn               Wondrous Love                                      Hymnal 439 
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IV.  Celebrating at the Lord’s Table 

Eucharistic Prayer D                                                                                       BCP 372 

 

 

 

It is right, and a good and joyful thing, always and everywhere to give thanks to you, Father Almighty,  

Creator of heaven and earth. 

Through Jesus Christ our Lord; who rose victorious from the dead, and comforts us with the blessed hope  

of everlasting life.  For to your faithful people, O Lord, life is changed, not ended; and when our mortal body 

lies in death, there is prepared for us a dwelling place eternal in the heavens. 

Therefore we praise you, joining our voices with Angels and Archangels and with all the company of heaven, 

who for ever sing this hymn to proclaim the glory of your Name: 

Sanctus           William Mathias                            Hymnal S 128 
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We acclaim you, holy Lord, glorious in power.  Your mighty works reveal your wisdom and love.  You formed 

us in your own image, giving the whole world into our care, so that, in obedience to you, our Creator, we 

might rule and serve all your creatures.  When our disobedience took us far from you, you did not abandon 

us to the power of death.  In your mercy you came to our help, so that in seeking you we might find you.   

Again and again you called us into covenant with you, and through the prophets you taught us to hope for 

salvation.  Father, you loved the world so much that in the fullness of time you sent your only Son to be  

our Savior.  Incarnate by the Holy Spirit, born of the Virgin Mary, he lived as one of us, yet without sin.   

To the poor he proclaimed the good news of salvation; to prisoners, freedom; to the sorrowful, joy.  To fulfill 

your purpose he gave himself up to death; and, rising from the grave, destroyed death, and made the whole 

creation new.   

And, that we might live no longer for ourselves, but for him who died and rose for us, he sent the Holy Spirit,  

his own first gift for those who believe, to complete his work in the world, and to bring to fulfillment the 

sanctification of all.   

When the hour had come for him to be glorified by you, his heavenly Father, having loved his own who were 

in the world, he loved them to the end; at supper with them he took bread, and when he had given thanks  

to you, he broke it, and gave it to his disciples, and said, “Take, eat:  This is my Body, which is given for you.   

Do this for the remembrance of me.” 

After supper he took the cup of wine; and when he had given thanks, he gave it to them, and said,  

“Drink this, all of you.  This is my Blood of the new Covenant, which is shed for you and for many  

for the forgiveness of sins.  Whenever you drink it, do this for the remembrance of me.”  

Father, we now celebrate this memorial of our redemption.  Recalling Christ’s death and his descent  

among the dead, proclaiming his resurrection and ascension to your right hand, awaiting his coming  

in glory; and offering to you, from the gifts you have given us, this bread and this cup,  

  We praise you and we bless you. 

Presider and People 

  We praise you, we bless you,  

  we give thanks to you,  

  and we pray to you, Lord our God. 

Lord, we pray that in your goodness and mercy your Holy Spirit may descend upon us, and upon these gifts, 

sanctifying them and showing them to be holy gifts for your holy people, the bread of life and the cup  

of salvation, the Body and Blood of your Son Jesus Christ.  Grant that all who share this bread and cup  

may become one body and one spirit, a living sacrifice in Christ, to the praise of your Name.   

Remember, Lord, your one holy catholic and apostolic Church, redeemed by the blood of your Christ.   

Reveal its unity, guard its faith, and preserve it in peace.  And grant that we may find our inheritance  

with the Blessed Virgin Mary, with patriarchs, prophets, apostles, and martyrs, and all the saints who  

have found favor with you in ages past.  We praise you in union with them and give you glory through  

your Son Jesus Christ our Lord.  
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Through Christ, and with Christ, and in Christ, all honor and glory are yours, Almighty God and Father,  

in the unity of the Holy Spirit, for ever and ever. 

Great Amen                                 Mathias/Kruger 

 

Lord’s Prayer                                                                                             BCP 364 

The Presider then continues 

And now, as our Savior Christ has taught us, we are bold to say, 

People and Presider 

Our Father, who art in heaven, hallowed be thy Name, 

 thy kingdom come,  

 thy will be done,  

      on earth as it is in heaven. 

Give us this day our daily bread. 

And forgive us our trespasses,  

 as we forgive those who trespass against us. 

And lead us not into temptation,  

 but deliver us from evil. 

For thine is the kingdom,  

 and the power, and the glory, 

 for ever and ever.  

    Amen. 

The Breaking of the Bread                                                                   BCP 364 

The Presider breaks the consecrated Bread. A period of silence is kept. 

Presider  Alleluia.  Christ our Passover is sacrificed for us. 

People  Therefore let us keep the Feast.  Alleluia. 

Invitation                                                                                                  BCP 364 

Presider  Behold the Lamb of God, who takes away the sin of the world. 

  The Gifts of God:  

People  for the People of God.  

All who hunger for God, including children, are cordially invited to share the Gifts of God offered at this table.  

Whoever you are, wherever you are in your life’s journey, you are welcome here. 

The ushers guide the people to receive Holy Communion. Please place donations for the flowers in the plates provided  

on your way to receive Holy Communion. 



12 
 

Communion Hymn                                       Duke Street                                 Hymnal 544 

 

 

Communion Meditation                          Confitemini domino                      Taizé Community 

 



13 
 

Post-Communion Prayer                                                                                EOW 70 

Presider  Let us pray.   

God of love, may the death and resurrection of Christ which we have celebrated in this 

Eucharist bring us, with the faithful departed, into the peace of your eternal home.   

We ask this in the name of Jesus Christ, our rock and our salvation, to whom be glory  

for time and for eternity.  Amen. 

Commendation                     BCP 499 alt 

Presider  Into your most merciful hands, O Savior, we commend all those who have died.  Acknowledge, 

we pray, the sheep of your own fold, lambs of your own flock, sinners of your own redeeming.   

Enfold them in the arms of your mercy, in the blessed rest of everlasting peace, and in the 

glorious company of the saints in light.  Amen. 

Blessing 

Presider  The God of peace, who brought again from the dead our Lord Jesus, that great shepherd of the  

  sheep, make you perfect in every good work to do his will.  And the blessing of God almighty,  

   the Father, the Son, and the Holy Spirit, be among you, and remain with you always.  Amen. 

V.  Going out as God’s People 

Sending Hymn                                                 St Anne                                       Hymnal 680 
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Dismissal                                    BCP 366 

Presider Alleluia, alleluia.  Go in peace to love and serve the Lord. 

People Thanks be to God.  Alleluia, alleluia. 

Postlude                       Fugue in E-flat Major, “St Anne,” BWV 552 – Johann Sebastian Bach 

 

All Souls :  A Commemoration of all the faithful departed 

In earlier times the focus of the liturgy for All Souls Day was prayer for the souls who were considered to be held in the spiritual 

captivity of purgatory.  It was believed that the faithful prayers of those who interceded for them would set them free.  Only then 

could they enter the everlasting rest of eternal life with God.  We do not celebrate All Souls Day as an occasion to bargain with 

God for the souls of those who have died.  Rather, and most wonderfully, the liturgy is an Easter Festival in which we give thanks 

to God for the lives of all those who have died in the faith of the Risen Lord. 

The older liturgies of All Souls Day proclaimed the judgment of God and prayed for the forgiveness of the sins committed by those 

who had died.  This liturgy gives thanks to God for the death and resurrection of Jesus Christ who has conquered evil and death, 

and banished sorrow and despair.  We will remember the faithful departed, and with confidence celebrate their participation in 

eternal life with our Risen Lord.  It is for this reason that the Easter Candle burns in our midst and the hymns echo the Alleluias 

of Easter. 

Dying and death, and the experience of powerlessness, loss and grief that accompanies them, have demanded the attention and 

engaged the imagination of the human spirit since time immemorial.  Dying and death raise questions that trouble us still:  What 

happens to those who die?  Is there meaning to life after death?  How connected are we to those whom we love still even though 

they no longer live?   

The Christian liturgy of The Commemoration of All the Faithful Departed is the Church’s confident affirmation that death does 

not sever the connections between those still living and those who have died. 

 

What is the difference between All Souls & All Saints? 

What is the difference between All Souls’ Day and All Saints’ Day?  Essentially All Souls’ is the opportunity for us to remember 

close family and friends who have passed away, whereas All Saints’ is a celebration of those who have lived truly inspirational lives 

of faith.  In the New Testament, the word ‘saints’ is used to describe the entire membership of the Christian community.  However, 

over time the word ‘saint’ came to be applied primarily to persons of heroic faith.  So although All Saints’ technically includes all 

deceased Christians, historically there has been an inclination to remember and honor our personal loved ones on a separate day. 

By the 16th Century the commemoration of All Souls’ Day had devolved into a ritual of bargaining with God whereby prayers and 

masses were offered for loved ones in exchange for the alleviation of their suffering in purgatory.  Our Anglican ancestors were 

rightly suspicious of this bargaining and conflated All Souls into the celebration of All Saints.  The BCP 1979 officially restored the 

observance of All Souls’ Day in the Episcopal Church, renaming it the Commemoration of All Faithful Departed.  With the re-

naming came a renewed focus on the power and hope of our Lord’s Resurrection. 
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A Note about Today’s Liturgy 

We are an Easter people. The Christian liturgy for the dead is an Easter liturgy. It finds all its meaning in the 

Resurrection. As Jesus was raised from the dead, we, too, shall be raised. Because God raised Jesus from the dead, 

we too shall be raised. “I am Resurrection and I am life,” says Christ. 

Therefore, in the Church’s burial service the principal theme is of joyous expectation that “neither death, nor life, 

nor angels, nor principalities, nor things present, nor things to come, nor powers, nor height, nor depth, nor 

anything else in all creation will be able to separate us from the love of God in Christ Jesus our Lord.” However, 

this joy does not make human grief unchristian. The very love we have for each other in Christ brings deep 

sorrow when we are parted by death. 

Nonetheless, we also grieve for our dead, because the love we have for one another in Christ brings deep sorrow 

when we are parted. Jesus wept at the grave of his friend, Lazarus. So, while we rejoice that the one we love has 

entered into the nearer presence of our Savior, our tears are shed in sympathy with those who mourn. 

Notes on Tonight’s Liturgy 

 “When we pray at Mass we are united with Christ in Glory and with the gathering of His saints and the souls of 

Purgatory” by Elizabeth Wang (1942-2016), an artist who spent much of her time writing and speaking about 

prayer and the Catholic Faith. She exhibited at the Royal Academy and was founder of Radiant Light. She adds, 

“Users may not use the protected materials in any way which denigrates the Christian religion in general or the 

Roman Catholic faith in particular.” © Radiant Light 2003 – 2017  

The service music was composed by William Mathias (1934-1992) © 1976 Oxford University Press. “Music was 

an ever-present force for my father. I was aware from a very early age that the creative process was something 

always present for him – even when he was doing something else – and that it was a force which he could turn 

in any desired direction or channel at a given time. Hence his ability to compose a wide variety of orchestral, 

choral, instrumental or chamber music, as well as music for the church and for young people.” –[daughter 

Rhiannon Mathias] 

The Collect comes from A Great Cloud of Witnesses, a volume of optional commemorations of significant figures 

in the history of The Episcopal Church, available for devotional or catechetical use and for use in public worship. 

GCW is a useful resource for learning about the history of the church and identifying those who have inspired 

and challenged us from the time of the New Testament to the present. 

Written especially for this service is the Proclaiming Hymn with words by The Rev. Bruce W.B. Jenneker 

(M.Div., Episcopal Divinity School, Cambridge, MA), preacher, scholar, liturgist and former chair of the Standing 

Commission on Liturgy and Music of The Episcopal Church; is a native of South Africa.  The tune was composed 

by Edward Miller (1735-1807), an English musician, composer, historian; for a time he was a flautist in George 

Frideric Handel’s orchestra.  
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From Our Funeral Liturgy 

Do you not know that all of us who have been baptized into Christ Jesus were baptized into his 

death?  Therefore we have been buried with Jesus by baptism into death so that, just as Christ was 

raised from the dead by the glory of the Father, so we too might walk in newness of life.  For if we 

have been united with Christ in a like death, we will certainly be united in a resurrection like his. 
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