Exploring the Liturgical Seasons
with Trinity’s Stained Glass Windows

1. Advent
Teaching window: The Annunciation
Liturgical Color: Blue
Script: The First Sunday of Advent is
the beginning of the liturgical year.
But Advent is ﬁrst of all about the end
of time. Because the term itself means
"coming" or "arrival," and because it
precedes Christmas, many have
misunderstood Advent to be
exclusively a time to get ready to
celebrate the coming of a child at
Bethlehem. In fact, the primary focus
of Advent is on what is popularly
called “the second coming” of Jesus.
Thus Advent concerns the future of the Risen Christ, who will judge wickedness and prevail over
every evil. Advent is the celebration of the promise that Christ will bring an end to all that is
contrary to the ways of God. This is all summed up very well in the Magniﬁcat which is Mary’s
response to hearing that she will become pregnant with God’s son: “God has brought down the
powerful from their thrones, and lifted up the lowly; he has ﬁlled the hungry with good things,
and sent the rich away empty.” Therefore Trinity’s Annunciation window reminds us that the
liturgical calendar begins with the season of Advent.
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2. Christmastide
Teaching window: The Nativity
Liturgical Color: White/Gold
Script: Christmas is the season of
the great exchange. Greeting cards
are exchanged, as are social
invitations and visits. Gifts are
exchanged around the Christmas
tree. But none of that begins to
describe what we mean by “the
great exchange.” For in the depths
of its meaning Christmas is about
the exchange of divinity and
humanity. Christmas celebrates
God becoming human like us. St
Matthew writes about it like this:
“Look, the virgin shall conceive and
bear a son, and they shall name him Emmanuel,” which means, “God is with us.” Divinity takes
on humanity, to restore the image of God implanted at creation but damaged by sin. Here is the
great exchange Christmas ponders, that God became like us so that we might become like God.
Trinity’s Nativity window beautifully captures this great exchange in colored glass. Obviously we
need more than one day to contemplate the mystery of this ‘great exchange’ and so Christmas is
12 days long. Do you remember the old holiday song? “On the ﬁrst day of Christmas my true
love gave to me a partridge in a pear tree”. This song is evidence that once Christmas truly was
celebrated as a season of twelve days — not simply a day, and not December 25th plus however
many preceding days might be needed to make preparations for it. I, for one, have no problem
with Christmas being more than one day:-)
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3. Epiphanytide
Teaching window: The Magi & The Baptism of
our Lord
Liturgical Color: Green
Script: Epiphany — which means “the
manifestation” or “the appearance” — has for
centuries been observed on January 6 at the close
of the Twelve Days of Christmas. In the Western
church epiphany is primarily about the arrival of
the wise men or Magi who come to worship the
Christ child. In the Eastern churches, January 6
has come to be celebrated primarily as the baptism
of Jesus. Therefore Trinity’s windows of the Magi
and the Baptism of our Lord in the Jordan both
remind of of the season of epiphany. The season
of joyful celebration that begins at Christmas now
continues through the successive Sundays of
Epiphany, and the festal cycle ends only with the
Feast of the Presentation on February 2, the
fortieth day of the nativity. The child who has been
manifested to the magi at his birth is now
recognized by Simeon and Anna, when he comes
to be presented in the Temple according to the
Law of Israel. He is both ‘a light to enlighten the
Gentiles’ and ‘the glory of God’s people Israel’. But the redemption he will bring must be won
through suﬀering; the Incarnation is directed to the Passion; and Simeon’s ﬁnal words move our
attention away from the celebration of Christmas and towards the mysteries of holy Week.
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4. Lent
Teaching window: Cruciﬁxion
Liturgical Color: Purple
Script: Lent begins on Ash Wednesday and ends the
day before Pascha or Easter. So… First, a numerical
puzzle. That Lent consists of forty days is rather well
known. But go to a calendar; count beginning on Ash
Wednesday and ending with the day before Easter.
The result? Not forty days but forty-six days! Why?
Because the forty days of Lent are fast days; times of
discipline and self-restraint. But Sundays are always for
feasting in celebration of the Resurrection. Therefore
in order to have forty days of fasting, six Sundays must
be excluded from the count. Lent in truth is forty
weekdays plus six Sundays. We observe Lent as
preparation for the celebration of Easter when the
Church reaﬃrms the baptismal promises by which it is
incorporated into the death and resurrection of Jesus
Christ. This reaﬃrmation is a profoundly serious
undertaking. It is commitment to life in Christ,
dedication to faithful obedience to God’s will and a promise to love and serve the world in the
name of Jesus Christ. So earnest an undertaking needs the spiritual preparation of prayer and
fasting, repentance and self-denial, self-examination and the disciplined reading of Scripture.
This is the vocation of a holy Lent that the Church lays upon all the faithful. The ﬁnal Sunday of
the Forty Days is known as Palm/Passion Sunday on which we read the account of Jesus’ death,
also known as the passion narrative. For this reason Trinity’s window of the passion and the
cruciﬁxion are poignant reminders of the season of Lent.
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5. Pascha/Easter
Teaching window: Resurrection & Life
Liturgical Color: Gold/White
Script: After forty days of fasting and self-discipline,
like marathon runners, exhausted, breathless and
weary, now we make one ﬁnal eﬀort to reach the
ﬁnishing line. It is Easter, we say. Alleluia, it’s over.
And yet, it is not over at all, it is just beginning. What
went before was careful, intense preparation for high
and holy festivity that now comes to meet us. We
often think of Easter or Pascha as a day or perhaps at
most a weekend. Once Easter Sunday has passed,
all the chocolate eggs eaten and the lilies wilting,
Easter is over and done for this year, a thing of the
past. But Easter is a season, not a day – a Great Fifty
days, in fact; literally, a Week of Weeks – 49 days, the
perfect number seven multiplied by its own
perfection, plus one day more to make perfection
perfect. The season of Pascha, from Easter Day
through the Day of Pentecost, is the oldest part of
the Church Year, and is derived from the ﬁfty-day
period in the Jewish calendar, which begins with
Passover and concludes with Pentecost. The large
candle from the Paschal Vigil burns in a prominent place in the Church at every service during
Eastertide. After Eastertide, the Paschal Candle is kept near the baptismal font and lit again for
baptisms and funerals. The Day of Pentecost concludes the Paschal or Easter season and so the
twin windows of the Resurrection and of Pentecost serve to bookend this high and holy season.
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6. Season after Pentecost
(Ordinary Time)
Teaching window: Lebanon
Liturgical Color: Green
Script: More than one-half of the liturgical year
is categorized under the heading “Ordinary
Time.” The intention behind this wording is
easily misunderstood by all except the few who
remember what their math teachers told them
about two diﬀerent ways of counting: by
cardinal numbers (one, two, three, four) and by
ordinal numbers (ﬁrst, second, third, fourth).
“Ordinary Time” implies no mundaneness, as if more than half the year were dull and
unexciting; it refers to the fact that in the original lectionary system the Sundays outside the core
seasons were simply designated by ordinal numbers: First Sunday, Second Sunday, and on
through to the Thirty-fourth Sunday. Because of what has been made known in Christ, no time
can again be regarded as ordinary in the sense of dull or commonplace. The liturgical calendar
as a whole exists in large part to remind us that Christ has sanctiﬁed all of time, bringing us and
the whole of our experience into the orbit of resurrection. What we deem ordinary, God has
transformed into the extraordinary by the power of divine grace and so this season is better
named as the Season after Pentecost. Sometimes Episcopalians and Anglicans refer to this as
‘the long green season of growth in Christ’. For this reason the beautiful window of Lebanon
with its lush cedar and cypress trees is a good focal point for the Season after Pentecost.
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