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Welcome                  Andrew Kruger 

Preparatory Prayer in Silence                                                      Celebrating Sunday 

The Presider says 

Almighty and holy God, your Son, in obedience to the Spirit, fasted forty days in the desert:  

give us grace to discipline ourselves that we may press on towards Easter with eager faith and love;  

through Jesus Christ our Lord who lives and reigns with you and the holy Spirit, one God for ever and ever. 

People        Amen. 

I.  Gathering of God’s People 

Penitential Litany            Rory Cooney/Gary Daigle 

 

 

1. Maker’s love poured out from heaven…  Mercy’s word made flesh among us… 

2. You who silence raging demons…  You who bid the storm be silent… 

3. You whose cross has gone before us…  You who bear our cross with us… 

4. Innocent, you faced the guilty…   One in death with us forever… 

5. Break the power of the darkness…  Let us rise to life with you… 

Acclamation          Book of Common Prayer 351 

Presider        Bless the Lord who forgives all our sins. 

Cantor        God’s mercy endures for ever. 

Lenten Bidding                                                                                CS 

The Presider says 

Dear People of God, in the name of the Church, as we give thanks to God for our redemption through  

our Lord Jesus Christ, I urge you to keep a holy Lent, by self-examination and repentance; by prayer,  

fasting, and self-denial; and by reading and meditating on God’s holy Word.  

Therefore, with penitent hearts, and as a mark of our mortal nature, let us confess our sin to God. 

Silence is kept. 
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Confession                             CS 

Holy God, you formed us in your image  

and redeemed us by the cross of Jesus Christ our Lord.  

Through the water of baptism you clothed us  

with the shining garment of Christ’s righteousness,  

and established us as heirs with him in your kingdom. 

But we have squandered the inheritance of your saints,  

and have wandered far in a land that is waste, 

sinning in thought word and deed 

in what we have done and in what we have left undone. 

We turn to you in sorrow and repentance. 

Receive us and restore us, through Jesus Christ, our Redeemer. 

Amen. 

The people, after dipping their fingers in the holy water, mark themselves with the sign of the cross. 

Absolution                                                                                                         CS 

  Almighty God, who forgives all who truly repent, have mercy on you;  

pardon your sins and set you free from them; confirm and strengthen you in  

all goodness and keep you in eternal life; through Jesus Christ our Lord.  Amen. 

Kyrie                                                                                     New Plainsong (David Hurd) 

 

Collect of the Day                                                                                                      BCP 218 

Presider The Lord be with you.  

Cantor And also with you.  

Presider  Let us pray.  

O God, whose glory it is always to have mercy: Be gracious to all who have gone astray from your ways,  

and bring them again with penitent hearts and steadfast faith to embrace and hold fast the unchangeable 

truth of your Word, Jesus Christ your Son; who with you and the Holy Spirit lives and reigns, one God,  

for ever and ever. 

Cantor  Amen. 
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Blessing of the Sunday School Children and their Teachers          Andrew Kruger 

Presider  May God bless those who teach and those who learn,  

 in the name of the Father, and of the Son, and of the Holy Spirit.   

People  Amen. 

The children and teachers are assigned their breakout room for Sunday school. 

II.  Proclaiming and Receiving the Word of God 

Tanakh                                        Genesis 17:1-7, 15-16 

Reader  A reading from the Book of Genesis. 

When Abram was ninety-nine years old, the LORD appeared to Abram, and said to him, “I am God Almighty; 

walk before me, and be blameless.  And I will make my covenant between me and you, and will make you 

exceedingly numerous.”   

Then Abram fell on his face; and God said to him, “As for me, this is my covenant with you:  You shall be the 

ancestor of a multitude of nations.  No longer shall your name be Abram, but your name shall be Abraham; 

for I have made you the ancestor of a multitude of nations.  I will make you exceedingly fruitful; and I will 

make nations of you, and kings shall come from you.  I will establish my covenant between me and you, and 

your offspring after you throughout their generations, for an everlasting covenant, to be God to you and to 

your offspring after you.”  

God said to Abraham, “As for Sarai your wife, you shall not call her Sarai, but Sarah shall be her name.   

I will bless her, and moreover I will give you a son by her.  I will bless her, and she shall give rise to nations; 

kings of peoples shall come from her.” 

Reader  The Word of the Lord.  

People  Thanks be to God.  

Psalm 22:22-30                                     Deus, Deus meus                 Plainchant Psalter 38 

 

 

    TONE IV.1 
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Epistle                  Romans 4:13-25 

Reader  A reading from the letter of St Paul to the Church in Rome. 

The promise that he would inherit the world did not come to Abraham or to his descendants through  

the law but through the righteousness of faith.  If it is the adherents of the law who are to be the heirs,  

faith is null and the promise is void.  For the law brings wrath; but where there is no law, neither is  

there violation.   

For this reason it depends on faith, in order that the promise may rest on grace and be guaranteed to  

all his descendants, not only to the adherents of the law but also to those who share the faith of Abraham  

(for he is the father of all of us, as it is written, “I have made you the father of many nations”)—in the  

presence of the God in whom he believed, who gives life to the dead and calls into existence the things  

that do not exist.   

Hoping against hope, he believed that he would become “the father of many nations,” according to what  

was said, “So numerous shall your descendants be.”  He did not weaken in faith when he considered  

his own body, which was already as good as dead (for he was about a hundred years old), or when he 

considered the barrenness of Sarah’s womb.  No distrust made him waver concerning the promise of God,  

but he grew strong in his faith as he gave glory to God, being fully convinced that God was able to do  

what he had promised.  

Therefore his faith “was reckoned to him as righteousness.”  Now the words, “it was reckoned to him,”  

were written not for his sake alone, but for ours also.  It will be reckoned to us who believe in him who  

raised Jesus our Lord from the dead, who was handed over to death for our trespasses and was raised  

for our justification. 

Reader   The Word of the Lord. 

People  Thanks be to God. 
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Proclaiming Hymn                                            Bourbon                                     Hymnal 675 

 

 

 

Holy Gospel                                                                                                   Mark 8:31-38 

Presider    The Holy Gospel of our Lord Jesus Christ according to St Mark. 

People  Glory to you, Lord Christ.   

Jesus began to teach his disciples that the Son of Man must undergo great suffering, and be rejected by the 

elders, the chief priests, and the scribes, and be killed, and after three days rise again.   He said all this quite 

openly.  And Peter took him aside and began to rebuke him.  But turning and looking at his disciples, he 

rebuked Peter and said, “Get behind me, Satan!  For you are setting your mind not on divine things but on 

human things.”   

He called the crowd with his disciples, and said to them, “If any want to become my followers, let them deny 

themselves and take up their cross and follow me.  For those who want to save their life will lose it, and those 

who lose their life for my sake, and for the sake of the gospel, will save it.  For what will it profit them to gain 

the whole world and forfeit their life?  Indeed, what can they give in return for their life?  Those who are 

ashamed of me and of my words in this adulterous and sinful generation, of them the Son of Man will also be 

ashamed when he comes in the glory of his Father with the holy angels.” 

Presider  The Gospel of the Lord. 

People  Praise to you, Lord Christ. 

III.  Responding to the Proclaimed Word 

Homily                                                                  Casey Woodruff 
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Apostles’ Creed                    Enriching Our Worship 41  

I believe in God, the Father almighty,  

creator of heaven and earth.  

I believe in Jesus Christ, God’s only Son, our Lord,  

who was conceived by the Holy Spirit,  

born of the Virgin Mary,  

suffered under Pontius Pilate,  

was crucified, died, and was buried;  

he descended to the dead.  

On the third day he rose again;  

he ascended into heaven,  

he is seated at the right hand of the Father,  

and he will come again to judge the living and the dead.  

I believe in the Holy Spirit,  

the holy catholic Church, the communion of saints,  

the forgiveness of sins, the resurrection of the body,  

and the life everlasting.  Amen.  

Prayers of the People        Common Worship alt. 

The Presider says 

With confidence and trust let us pray to the Father. 

The Intercessor prays 

For the one holy catholic and apostolic Church, let us pray to the Father. 

Holy God, you are Mighty and Immortal:  have mercy on us. 

For the mission of the Church, that in faithful witness it may preach the gospel to the ends of the earth,  

let us pray to the Father. 

Holy God, you are Mighty and Immortal:  have mercy on us. 

For those preparing for baptism: Henry, Aurora, Lilianna, Wesley and Matias, and for their teachers and 

sponsors, let us pray to the Father. 

Holy God, you are Mighty and Immortal:  have mercy on us. 

For peace in the world, that a spirit of respect and reconciliation may grow among nations and peoples,  

let us pray to the Father. 

Holy God, you are Mighty and Immortal:  have mercy on us. 

For the poor, the persecuted, the sick, and all who suffer, for refugees, prisoners, and all in danger;  

that they may be relieved and protected, let us pray to the Father. 

Holy God, you are Mighty and Immortal:  have mercy on us. 

For those whom we have injured or offended, let us pray to the Father. 

Holy God, you are Mighty and Immortal:  have mercy on us. 

For grace to amend our lives and to further the reign of God, let us pray to the Father. 

Holy God, you are Mighty and Immortal:  have mercy on us. 
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In communion with all those who have walked in the way of holiness, let us pray to the Father. 

Holy God, you are Mighty and Immortal:  have mercy on us. 

The people add their thanksgivings and petitions using the chat function; the Presider concludes the prayers with the collect. 

God our Father, in your love and goodness you have taught us to come close to you in penitence with prayer, 

fasting and generosity; accept our Lenten discipline, and when we fall by our weakness, raise us up by your 

unfailing mercy; through Jesus Christ our Lord.  Amen. 

Peace                                                                            BCP 360 

The People may unmute themselves to share the Peace. 

Presider  The peace of the Lord be always with you.  

People  And also with you.  

Announcements                 Andrew Kruger 

IV.  Celebrating at the Lord’s Table 

Offertory Sentence                                                                                      BCP 376 

Presider  If you are offering your gift at the altar, and there remember that your brother  

or sister has something against you, leave your gift there before the altar and go;  

first be reconciled to them, and then come and offer your gift.  

Matthew 5:23-24 

Please continue to mail pledges to Trinity Episcopal Church, 205 North Avenue, East, Cranford NJ  07016 

Offertory Anthem                                                                     “O God of Mercy” – Simon Lole 

O God of mercy, God of might,  

In love and pity infinite,  

Teach us, as ever in Thy sight,  

To live our life to Thee.  

 

In sickness, sorrow, want or care,  

Whate’er it be, ‘tis ours to share;  

May we, when help is needed, there  

Give help as unto Thee.  

 

And may Thy Holy Spirit move  

All those who live, to live in love,  

Till Thou shalt greet in Heaven above  

All those who give to Thee.  

Thanksgiving                             Nathan Nettleton 

Presider  The Lord be with you. 

People   And also with you. 

Presider  Let us give thanks to the Lord our God. 

People   It is right to give our thanks and praise. 
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We give you all thanks and praise, O God, for, in an everlasting covenant, you have promised to be  

our God through all generations.   

You called into existence things that did not exist: the universe and all that inhabits it.  From Abraham and 

Sarah you brought forth nations, calling them to walk before you in the righteousness that comes from faith. 

In your Son, Jesus, you showed your compassion for the afflicted and taught us that real life is found  

by those who lose their life for your sake and for your gospel.  He was rejected by the religious leaders,  

and killed, but three days later, you raised him from the dead as Lord.   

Now you justify all who put their faith in you, through him, counting it to us as righteousness, and  

promising us the full riches of your grace when Christ comes in glory. 

Therefore, with our hearts lifted high, we offer you thanks and praise at all times through Jesus Christ  

our Lord, who lives and reigns with you and the Holy Spirit, one God, for ever and ever.  AMEN. 

Invitation to Spiritual Communion                        

The Presider continues 

Almighty God, you have given your only Son to be for us both a sacrifice for sin  

and also an example of godly life: give us the grace to perceive and welcome Christ  

that we may follow the blessed steps of his most holy life.  As we walk with our Lord  

on the path of obedience, sustain us on our way through the gift of this spiritual communion. 

Behold the Lamb of God who takes away the sin of the world. 

Presider  The gifts of God: 

People  For the people of God. 

Silence is kept and an image of Trinity’s reserved sacrament is revealed. 

Spiritual Communion                 St. Alphonsus de Liguori alt. 

Presider  Let each of us invite Christ to come into our heart. 

People and Presider pray together 

 My Jesus, I believe that you are truly present  

in the Blessed Sacrament of the Altar.   

I desire to offer you praise and thanksgiving  

as I proclaim your resurrection.   

I love you above all things,  

and long for you in my soul.   

Since I cannot receive you in the Sacrament of your Body and Blood,  

come spiritually into my heart.   

Cleanse and strengthen me with your grace, Lord Jesus,  

and let me never be separated from you.   

May I live in you, and you in me,  

in this life and in the life to come.   

Amen. 
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Communion Meditation                          O Lord, hear my prayer                   Taizé Community 

 

Lord’s Prayer                                                                             BCP 364 

Presider  And now, as our Savior Christ has taught us, we are bold to pray, 

Our Father, who art in heaven,  

 hallowed be thy name,  

 thy kingdom come,  

 thy will be done,  

  on earth as it is in heaven.   

Give us this day our daily bread.   

And forgive us our trespasses,  

 as we forgive those who trespass against us.   

And lead us not into temptation,  

 but deliver us from evil.   

For thine is the kingdom,  

 and the power, and the glory  

  for ever and ever.   

   Amen. 

V.  Going out as God’s People 

Commissioning of the People                                                             Nathan Nettleton 

Presider Go now, and live before God in openness and integrity.  Set your minds on the ways of God,  

not clinging to your own life, but embracing the cost of discipleship. 

Lenten Blessing               Alternative Service Book 1980 

Presider  May Christ give you grace to grow in holiness, to deny yourselves, take up your cross, 

and follow him; and the blessing of God almighty,  the Father, the Son, and the Holy Spirit, 

be among you and remain with you always.  Amen.  
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Sending Hymn                                                   Hollingside                           Hymnal 707 

 

 

 

 

Dismissal                                                                                                   BCP 366 

Presider  Let us bless the Lord. 

People  Thanks be to God.   

 

What you need to know today … 

Vestry Meeting  Trinity’s newly elected Vestry meet together for the first time today at 11:30 AM online.  The Vestry members provide 

leadership in the parish, ensure that parish funds are expended properly, and provide for the Rector’s maintenance.  Under the Rector, 

the Wardens and Vestry members protect church property and provide for all things needed for the orderly worship of God and for the 

administration of the Sacraments and Ordinances of the Church.  The names of the Vestry members and their contact email is listed below: 

Senior Warden John Beier (john.07016@gmail.com); Junior Warden Sydney O’Hagan (sydney.urbach@gmail.com); Holly Ives 

(skigolden@hotmail.com); Mike Junod (mike.junod@gmail.com); Tom Kaercher (tkaercher7@gmail.com); Linda I. Kurdilla 

(skigolden@hotmail.com); Dr. Patrick Milas (t.patrick.milas@gmail.com); Cheryl Pantina (cpantina@gmail.com); Dr. Elizabeth Rees 

(beth.rees09@gmail.com); Peter Waldron (peter.d.waldron@gmail.com); and Casey Woodruff (casey.woodruff@law.njoag.gov).  

mailto:john.07016@gmail.com
mailto:sydney.urbach@gmail.com
mailto:skigolden@hotmail.com
mailto:mike.junod@gmail.com
mailto:tkaercher7@gmail.com
mailto:skigolden@hotmail.com
mailto:t.patrick.milas@gmail.com
mailto:cpantina@gmail.com
mailto:beth.rees09@gmail.com
mailto:peter.d.waldron@gmail.com
mailto:casey.woodruff@law.njoag.gov
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The Parish Office  Marion Nechuta is in the office on Thursday afternoons to field phone calls only, no in-person contact is permitted at 

this time.  Marion may be contacted via the parish email or her cell (908-451-4498) during the rest of the week from 2 PM to 5 PM. 

Year of Eucharist Reflections  This year, we seek to more fully develop our Eucharistic identity as individuals and as a community.  The 

Liturgical Committee is inviting everyone to share their eucharistic experience.  Take some time to prayerfully reflect on the deeply 

personal question of what Eucharist means to you.  Then, go to the Fellowship tab on Trinity’s Website, click Trinity Community Forum, enter 

password 1872, click on Year of Eucharist Reflections, click on Please share your…, click on Write a comment.  When finished, hit Publish. 

View Peter Waldron’s moving reflection on the Eucharist by clicking here: the password is 1872. 

“Remembrances and Recollections”  The Trinity website contains a growing number of historical contributions from parishioners.  There 

is a new entry from Bonnie Gentesse, who spearheaded the annual “Breakfast with Santa” fund-raiser for many years, reflecting on the 

amount of work and great joy that resulted.  Share your story; pleases contact any member of the Archival Committee:  Vicki Goralski, 

Irene Telerico or Fran Witherington. 

Stations of the Cross  This year Trinity will offer an outdoor Stations of the Cross service during Holy Week.  If you are interested in 

helping Fr. Andy set up this service, please join the online planning meeting on Friday, March 5 at 12 noon. 

Parish Pledges  Statements have been delivered or are in the mail to you.  Please contact Financial Secretary Sarah Gregory (908-347-

6498 or quanset19@gmail.com) if you have any questions.  The parish leadership is so grateful for your continued faithfulness.  Please 

continue to mail pledges — labeled “To Financial Secretary” — to Trinity Church, 205 North Avenue East, Cranford, NJ 07016. 

Intercessory Prayer List  Each person on the list is prayed for at Morning Prayer and Evening Prayer.  You are encouraged to add and 

update your prayer requests; please click on this link.  Please remember to move the person you are praying for to the “Thanksgiving for 

Healing” section if and when that becomes appropriate. 

What you need to know this week … 

The Daily Offices  Morning and Evening Prayer are held online Monday through Friday at 8:30 AM and 5 PM respectively.   

Trinity’s Ministry for the Imprisoned  The next meeting is this Tuesday, March 2 at 7 PM online.  The Bible urges us quite clearly (and 

frequently) to care for those who are in prison.  Those interested in getting more involved in prison ministry are invited and encouraged 

to engage in a frank discussion of ideas and attainable goals; please consider attending. 

Emergency Food Supplies for St. Joseph’s Social Service Center  Bring supplies to Junior Warden Sydney O’Hagan (774-218-3461) 

and leave them on her front porch at 205 High Street, Cranford every Wednesday.  Click here for a list of appropriate items.  

Trinity’s Handbell Choir  Rehearsals every Wednesday from 6:30 PM to 7:15 PM through March 24 to prepare several pieces for 

Easter.  Contact Anthony Rafaniello (anthonyrafaniello@gmail.com) to participate or if you have any questions. 

Trinity’s Virtual Choir  Rehearsal is online every Wednesday night from 8 PM to 8:45 PM.  The Winter session runs through March 24 

and the choir will prepare and present several anthems for Lent and Easter.  Anyone who enjoys singing should consider partic ipating, 

even without the ability to read music.  Click here for more information and to sign-up or visit trinitycranford.org and click on ‘Music. ’ 

Women’s Bible Study  Thursdays from 10 AM to 11:30 AM via Trinity’s online platform.  Patrick, the patron saint of Ireland, was neither 

Irish nor a saint. Born around 385 AD in Roman Britain, he was kidnapped by pirates at the age of 16 and brought to Ireland as a slave; 

also, he’s never been officially canonized by the Catholic Church.  But he is credited with bringing Christianity to Ireland and probably 

responsible in part for the Christianization of the Picts and Anglo-Saxons.  Find out more as leader Nancy Miller commences a study of 

“Saint Patrick” this week. 

“Embracing Lent: Inspiration from the Twelve Steps”  This year’s Lenten course will be facilitated by Vestry member Dr. Patrick Milas 

who teaches research and some spirituality courses at New Brunswick Theological Seminary.  He asserts, “The 12 Steps have done wonders 

for the lives and families of mutual support groups such as AA and Al-Anon.  But you don’t have to struggle with addiction or dependency 

to benefit from the Gospel-laden 12 Steps.  This Lent, explore with your parish family how to repent, reconcile and renew, step-by-step.”  

The course is on Thursdays, between 7 and 8 PM, and continues with the second session on Thursday, March 4 via Trinity’s online platform.   

https://www.trinitycranford.org/forum/year-of-eucharist-reflections/please-share-your-personal-encounter-with-the-eucharist/p-1/dl-602dd1ac7b55ea0017887584?commentId=602dd1ac7b55ea0017887584&origin=notification&postId=602021366e0b7e00177e00f9
https://www.trinitycranford.org/remembrances-recollections
mailto:quanset19@gmail.com
https://docs.google.com/document/d/1C2xLvyim3I6-cUMahPNbFSbn8rKIXH2jYWvwylYII7Q/edit?usp=sharing
https://docs.google.com/document/d/1Rp0rv3ACWBDTQwzrnXRi2VdOJ1Th5dUGqiDokj6cFeU/edit?usp=sharing
mailto:anthonyrafaniello@gmail.com
https://docs.google.com/document/d/1gP5kwTVb4Ajn5sjkefs7N6BIP_DTx2jNEHDmAwHiiDk/edit?usp=sharing
http://trinitycranford.org/
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Compline  Consider ending your day with the peaceful prayer office of Compline, Thursday nights at 8 PM via Trinity’s online platform.   

Trinity Men’s Group meets this Saturday, March 6 from 8 AM to 9 AM online.  All men of the parish are invited explore the scriptures 

together.  This month the discussion centers on the first 12 chapters of the Prophet Isaiah.  

237th Annual Diocesan Convention  This Saturday, March 6  Because of the unprecedented pandemic, the Diocesan Convention will be 

held virtually.  Diocesan Convention is a time when clergy and representatives from around our diocese gather to share in the polity of 

the Church, upholding the common mission and ministry of our Lord Jesus Christ.  All are welcome to worship together, conduct business, 

and listen to presentations, but only our elected delegates have the right to vote. 

What you need to know for the future … 

Trinity Forum  Next Sunday, March 7 after the 10 AM online service.  The March forum will include a presentation from the 150th 

Liturgical Committee on the proposed new Baptismal font.  Make sure to join in to hear about the theological rationale for the font and 

some preliminary drawings and glass samples. 

Confirmation Class  Next Sunday, March 7 from 5 PM to 6 PM online. 

Trinity Woman’s Group meets on the second Monday of the month from 7 PM to 8 PM online.  All women of the parish are invited 

explore the scriptures together.  On March 8, the discussion centers on the temptation of Christ.  

Baptisms During the Easter Season  The sacrament of baptism will be offered at the Great Easter Vigil and on Sundays during the 

season of Easter at the 8 AM in-person and physically-distanced service.  Today we welcome and enroll our catechumens who will, God 

willing, be baptized during the season.  Please pray for the candidates, their parents, and sponsors as they prepare for the sacrament 

of baptism.  Below are the names of the catechumens in order of their date for baptism.  

† Second Sunday of Easter, April 11 (Henry DeVelde)  

† Fourth Sunday of Easter, April 25 (Aurora Tsiolas)  

† Fifth Sunday of Easter, May 2 (Lilianna Ilich)  

† Last Sunday of Easter, May 16 (Wesley Ditzel IV)  

† Day of Pentecost, May 23 (Matias Juarez)  

Mystagogia  The Easter/Paschal season is understood as a time during which the great mysteries of the faith are given time to “sink-in” 

and mature.  Mystagogia is this seeping in period, in which all believers are encouraged to contemplate more deeply the Church’s life 

and sacraments.  As part of the Year of Eucharist, this Easter season the 150th Liturgical Committee together with Fr. Andy will be offering 

several adult education classes delving into the mysteries of the Eucharist.  The class will be online and take the form of an instructed 

Eucharist (pre-recorded parts of the Eucharist accompanied by commentary) followed by discussion time.  The classes will begin on 

Thursday, April 8 and continue every Thursday during the Paschal season; the one exception being Ascension Day on Thursday, May 13.  

Each class will start at 7 PM and conclude by 8 PM. 

Third Annual Trinity Men’s Retreat 

“The apostles gathered around Jesus, and told him all that they had done and taught.  He said to them, ‘Come away to a deserted place all 

by yourselves and rest a while.’  For many were coming and going, and they had no leisure even to eat.  And they went away in the boat to a 

deserted place by themselves.” (Mark 6:30-32) 

Saturday, March 20 from 9:30 AM to 12 noon at the Trailside Nature Center, Watchung Reservation, 452 New Providence Road, 

Mountainside (meet at the fire ring just past the main entrance). 

The constraints of the pandemic have birthed new opportunities for our annual retreat.  This year, we will gather in and marvel at the 

splendor of God’s creation.  We will have time to socialize in the beautiful setting of the Watchung Reservation, celebrate a creation-

themed prayer service, and commune with nature during a one-hour hike. 

The hike is quite flat, and lasts approximately one hour.  If you do not feel that the hike is right for you, please consider joining us for the 

fellowship and prayer service.  Dress for the weather; we will hold the retreat absent severe conditions.  You may wish to bring water 

and a snack.  Questions or R.S.V.P. to Casey Woodruff (908-868-4915, cwoodruff@jonbramnick.com) 

mailto:cwoodruff@jonbramnick.com
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“Celebrating 148 Years of God’s Faithfulness” 

 

Lectionary & Liturgy 

Each Sunday in Lent the Old Testament reading recalls one of the events in which God acted to bring about salvation.  This 

“salvation history” was fulfilled in the death and resurrection of Jesus.  Today in that history we hear the story of God’s covenant 

with Abram, who God renames “Abraham,” or “father of a multitude.”  Even though Abraham is ninety-nine years old, God 

promises that his aged wife, Sarah, will have a child who will produce many people as a blessing to the world. 

The Gospel reading today is Jesus’ first statement to his disciples concerning his approaching death and resurrection.  He calls us 

to follow his example in taking up our cross and in giving up our lives for his sake and the Gospel’s. 

The second reading today, from Romans, describes the faith by which we are saved.  It is the same as Abraham’s faith that God’s 

promise would be fulfilled.  We are the spiritual descendants of Abraham and Sarah and Isaac.  We are the continuation of the 

promise made to them, for we are part of their story.  As a matter of faith, we are part of that multitude in all times and places who 

have put their trust in God: the fulfillment of the promise to Abraham, and the fulfillment of Jesus’ promise carry us on to the 

discovery of salvation in our own lives.  In Lent our sharing in the Lenten disciplines and in worship is the means by which we 

remember again who we are and whose we are, the holy People of God. 

From The Rite Light: Reflections on the Sunday Readings and Seasons of the Church Year. © 2007 Michael W. Merriman. Church Publishing Inc., NY. 

† Cover Art – “Get Thee Behind Me, Satan” by James Tissot (French, 1836-1902). Opaque watercolor over graphite on gray 

wove paper, Image: 6 x 9 in. The painting forms a part of the representation of the ‘Life of Christ’. Tissot had witnessed 

a revival of faith. From 1886 to 1889 he ventured on a research trip to the Middle East where he studied the landscape and 

the people. His paintings now professed a pragmatic depiction of reality. The depiction of Christ and his apostles are far 

from the perfect. Their features are not pristine and divine. Rather they are garbed as the locals of the day. His series of 

365 illustrations showing the life of Christ were shown to critical acclaim and enthusiastic audiences before being bought 

by the Brooklyn Museum in 1900, purchased by public subscription. 

† Penitential Litany – Words: Rory Cooney (b. 1952), Director of Liturgy and Music Ministries at St. Anne’s Catholic in 

Barrington, IL, since 1994.  Music: Gary Daigle (b. 1957), The director of music at St. Edna’s Catholic in Arlington Heights, 

IL. The two are long-time collaborators. About this piece, adapted from Parce Domine, Rory writes: “One of the first 

institutes at which Gary and I worked together was in Orange, CA. He wanted a litany that we could sing a cappella as we 

processed, one that expressed confidence in God’s mercy. Thus we came up with a call-and-response litany that could be 

used for movement without any accompaniment or worship aid required. What began as an a cappella litany morphed over 

many uses and situations into a more complex arrangement for stationary use in church.” Both © 1993, GIA Publications. 

† Bidding, Confession + Absolution – From Celebrating Sunday ,a resource in the revision process of An Anglican Prayer Book, 

1989, focusing on new ideas of celebrating the Holy Eucharist and worshipping under Southern Skies in an African voice.  

† Kyrie – Words: Public Domain. Music: From Music for Celebration, David Hurd © 1979, GIA Publications 

† Collect of the Day – This has links to ancient Good Friday solemn collects which pray for heretics and schismatics, that 

they may be delivered from their errors and recalled to the catholic and apostolic church. In its new context as a Sunday 

collect it refers to those who have abandoned the practice of Christian faith. –[Notes on the American Prayer Book by Marion Hatchett] 

† Lections – The readings for our lessons are determined by The Revised Common Lectionary © 1992 Consultation on Common 

Texts (CCT), Nashville, TN and drawn from the Bible texts of the New Revised Standard Version Bible © 1989 by the 

Division of Christian Education of the National Council of the Church of Christ in the USA.  

† The Psalter – In June of 1976, in its longest single consideration of any one item, the Standing Liturgical Commission of 

the Episcopal Church gave a final reading to all 150 Psalms as part of the revision of the BCP that was released in 1979. 

The Rev. Canon Charles M. Guilbert, Chairman of the Psalter Committee and Custodian of The Book of Common 

Prayer, read each of the Psalms one after the other. After each Psalm, the Commission’s Chairman, the Rt. Rev. Chilton 

Powell of Oklahoma, called for criticism, questions and comments. The 22-member Commission spent approximately 2½ 

days of its session on this fifth and final review of every word and comma of the entire Psalter. 
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† Proclaiming Hymn – Words: Charles William Everest (1814-1877) was only 19 when he set today’s Gospel reading to 

music. Born in East Windsor, CT, ordained Episcopal priest in 1842, and served only one church in his career–at Hampton, 

CT; he retired in 1873 and died four years later.  Music: melody att. Freeman Lewis (1780-1859), a surveyor and school 

teacher, who wrote music on the side. In 1816, he accompanied Simon Bernard, a former French general and engineer of 

Napoleon I, in one of his early expeditions in America. 

† Offertory Anthem – Simon Lole (b. 1957) set the words of Godfrey Thring, (1823-1903), an Anglican priest and hymn 

writer, to this short piece for solo voice, supported by piano accompaniment.  Director of Music at St. Mary the Virgin, 

Swanage, he is a choral director, organist, composer, arranger and broadcaster for the BBC.  

† Spiritual Communion – From material adapted from the Prayer of St. Alphonsus de Liguori (1696-1787), an Italian writer, 

composer, musician, artist, poet, lawyer, and theologian. He is said never to have refused absolution to a penitent; “the 

penitents should be treated as souls to be saved rather than as criminals to be punished.” The shape of this prayer comes 

from An Anglican Prayer Book 1989, with additional material adapted from A Prayer Book for the Armed Services 2007. 

† Communion Meditation – Words: Psalm 102; Taizé Community.  Music: Jacques Berthier (1923-1994) © 1982, 2011, Les 

Presses, Les Presses de Taizé, GIA Publications, Inc., agent. 

† Lenten Blessing – The Alternative Service Book 1980 © 1980 the Central Board of Finance of the Church of England. 

† Sending Hymn – Words: Frances Ridley Havergal (1836-1879).  “I went for a little visit of five days. There were ten 

persons in the house; some were unconverted and long prayed for, some converted but not rejoicing Christians. [God] 

gave me the prayer, ‘Lord, give me all in this house.’ And He just did. Before I left the house, everyone had got a blessing. 

The last night of my visit I was too happy to sleep and passed most of the night in renewal of my consecration, and those 

little couplets formed themselves and chimed in my heart one after another till they finished.” 4 years later, she wrote a 

friend, “The Lord has shown me another little step, and, of course, I have taken it with extreme delight. ‘Take my silver 

and my gold’ now means shipping off all my ornaments to the Church Missionary House, including a jewel cabinet that 

is really fit for a countess, where all will be accepted and disposed of for me. Nearly fifty articles are being packed up. I 

don’t think I ever packed a box with such pleasure.”  Music: John Bacchus Dykes (1823-1876) 
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