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Prelude                        “Abbot’s Leigh” – David Cherwien 

The bells are rung and the People stand for the entrance of the Cross. 

Gathering Hymn                              Abbot’s Leigh                    Wonder, Love & Praise 782 
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Gathering Sentence                    Book of Common Prayer 78 

The Officiant begins the service with the sentences of Scripture. 

The hour is coming, and now is, when the true worshipers will worship the Father in spirit and in truth,  

for such the Father seeks to worship him. 

John 4:23 

Confession of Sin                   BCP 79 

The following Confession of Sin is said. 

Dearly beloved, we have come together in the presence of Almighty God our heavenly Father,  

to set forth his praise, to hear his holy Word, and to ask, for ourselves and on behalf of others,  

those things that are necessary for our life and our salvation.  And so that we may prepare ourselves  

in heart and mind to worship him, let us kneel in silence, and with penitent and obedient hearts  

confess our sins, that we may obtain forgiveness by his infinite goodness and mercy. 

Silence is kept. Officiant and People together, all kneeling 

Most merciful God,  

 we confess that we have sinned against you  

 in thought, word, and deed,  

 by what we have done, and by what we have left undone.   

We have not loved you with our whole heart;  

 we have not loved our neighbors as ourselves.   

We are truly sorry and we humbly repent.   

For the sake of your Son Jesus Christ,  

 have mercy on us and forgive us;  

 that we may delight in your will,  

 and walk in your ways,  

 to the glory of your Name.  Amen. 

Almighty God have mercy on us, forgive us all our sins through our Lord Jesus Christ,  

strengthen us in all goodness, and by the power of the Holy Spirit keep us in eternal life.  Amen. 

Invitatory                    BCP 80 

Officiant Lord, open our lips. 

People  And our mouth shall proclaim your praise. 

Officiant and People 

Glory to the Father, and to the Son, and to the Holy Spirit:  

as it was in the beginning, is now, and will be for ever.   

Amen.  Alleluia. 
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Hymn of Praise                                                  Azmon                                          Hymnal 493 

 

 

Psalm 15                                                Domine, quis habitabit?                                BCP 599 

The Psalm is recited antiphonaly alternating between the right and left side of the congregation. The right side 
speaks the odd verses, the left the even verses. 

1   LORD, who may dwell in your tabernacle? * 

 who may abide upon your holy hill? 

2   Whoever leads a blameless life and does what is right, * 

 who speaks the truth from his heart. 

3   There is no guile upon his tongue; he does no evil to his friend; * 

 he does not heap contempt upon his neighbor. 

4   In his sight the wicked is rejected, * 

 but he honors those who fear the LORD. 

5   He has sworn to do no wrong * 

 and does not take back his word. 

6   He does not give his money in hope of gain, * 

 nor does he take a bribe against the innocent. 

7   Whoever does these things * 

 shall never be overthrown. 

Glory to the Father, and to the Son, and to the Holy Spirit: *  

as it was in the beginning, is now, and will be for ever.  Amen. 
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Tanakh               Deuteronomy 4:1-2, 6-9 

Reader  A reading from the book of Deuteronomy. 

So now, Israel, give heed to the statutes and ordinances that I am teaching you to observe, so that you may 

live to enter and occupy the land that the LORD, the God of your ancestors, is giving you.  You must neither 

add anything to what I command you nor take away anything from it, but keep the commandments of the 

LORD your God with which I am charging you.   

You must observe them diligently, for this will show your wisdom and discernment to the peoples, who,  

when they hear all these statutes, will say, “Surely this great nation is a wise and discerning people!”   

For what other great nation has a god so near to it as the LORD our God is whenever we call to him?   

And what other great nation has statutes and ordinances as just as this entire law that I am setting  

before you today?  But take care and watch yourselves closely, so as neither to forget the things that  

your eyes have seen nor to let them slip from your mind all the days of your life; make them known to  

your children and your children’s children. 

Reader  The Word of the Lord.  

People  Thanks be to God.  

Song of Zechariah                              Benedictus es, Domine                       Hymnal S 236 
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Epistle                           James 1:17-27 

Reader        A reading from the letter of St. James. 

Every generous act of giving, with every perfect gift, is from above, coming down from the Father of lights, 

with whom there is no variation or shadow due to change.  In fulfillment of his own purpose he gave us birth 

by the word of truth, so that we would become a kind of first fruits of his creatures.  You must understand 

this, my beloved: let everyone be quick to listen, slow to speak, slow to anger; for your anger does not produce 

God’s righteousness.   

Therefore rid yourselves of all sordidness and rank growth of wickedness, and welcome with meekness the 

implanted word that has the power to save your souls.  But be doers of the word, and not merely hearers  

who deceive themselves.  For if any are hearers of the word and not doers, they are like those who look at 

themselves in a mirror; for they look at themselves and, on going away, immediately forget what they were 

like.  But those who look into the perfect law, the law of liberty, and persevere, being not hearers who forget 

but doers who act—they will be blessed in their doing.   

If any think they are religious, and do not bridle their tongues but deceive their hearts, their religion is 

worthless.  Religion that is pure and undefiled before God, the Father, is this: to care for orphans and  

widows in their distress, and to keep oneself unstained by the world. 

Reader The Word of the Lord. 

People Thanks be to God. 
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The Song of the Church                        Te Deum laudamus          Enriching Our Music 71 
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Holy Gospel                                                                                    Mark 7:1-8, 14-15, 21-23 

Officiant   The Holy Gospel of our Lord Jesus Christ according to St Mark. 

People  Glory to you, Lord Christ. 

Now when the Pharisees and some of the scribes who had come from Jerusalem gathered around Jesus, they 

noticed that some of his disciples were eating with defiled hands, that is, without washing them.  (For the 

Pharisees, and all the Jews, do not eat unless they thoroughly wash their hands, thus observing the tradition 

of the elders; and they do not eat anything from the market unless they wash it; and there are also many 

other traditions that they observe, the washing of cups, pots, and bronze kettles.)  So the Pharisees and the 

scribes asked him, “Why do your disciples not live according to the tradition of the elders, but eat with defiled 

hands?”  He said to them, “Isaiah prophesied rightly about you hypocrites, as it is written, ‘ 

This people honors me with their lips,  

 but their hearts are far from me;  

in vain do they worship me,  

 teaching human precepts as doctrines.’   

You abandon the commandment of God and hold to human tradition.”   

Then he called the crowd again and said to them, “Listen to me, all of you, and understand: there is nothing 

outside a person that by going in can defile, but the things that come out are what defile.   

“For it is from within, from the human heart, that evil intentions come: fornication, theft, murder, adultery, 

avarice, wickedness, deceit, licentiousness, envy, slander, pride, folly.  All these evil things come from within, 

and they defile a person.” 

Officiant The Gospel of the Lord. 

People  Praise to you, Lord Christ. 
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Homily                   Casey Woodruff 

Apostles’ Creed                                                       BCP 96 

Officiant and People together, all standing 

I believe in God, the Father almighty, 

 creator of heaven and earth. 

I believe in Jesus Christ, his only Son, our Lord. 

 He was conceived by the power of the Holy Spirit 

  and born of the Virgin Mary. 

 He suffered under Pontius Pilate, 

  was crucified, died, and was buried. 

 He descended to the dead. 

 On the third day he rose again. 

 He ascended into heaven, 

  and is seated at the right hand of the Father. 

 He will come again to judge the living and the dead. 

I believe in the Holy Spirit, 

 the holy catholic Church, 

 the communion of saints, 

 the forgiveness of sins, 

 the resurrection of the body, 

 and the life everlasting.  Amen. 

Announcements                   Casey Woodruff 

Lord’s Prayer                    BCP 97 

Officiant  The Lord be with you. 

People   And also with you. 

Officiant Let us pray. 

Officiant and People 

Our Father in heaven,  

 hallowed be your Name, 

 your kingdom come,  

 your will be done,  

     on earth as in heaven. 

Give us today our daily bread. 

Forgive us our sins  

 as we forgive those  

     who sin against us. 

Save us from the time of trial,  

 and deliver us from evil. 

For the kingdom, the power,  

 and the glory are yours, 

    now and for ever.  Amen. 
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Suffrages                     BCP 97 

Officiant  Show us your mercy, O Lord; 

People  And grant us your salvation. 

Clothe your ministers with righteousness; 

Let your people sing with joy. 

Give peace, O Lord, in all the world; 

For only in you can we live in safety. 

Lord, keep this nation under your care; 

And guide us in the way of justice and truth. 

Let your way be known upon earth; 

Your saving health among all nations. 

Let not the needy, O Lord, be forgotten; 

Nor the hope of the poor be taken away. 

Create in us clean hearts, O God; 

   And sustain us with your Holy Spirit. 

Collect of the Day                  BCP 233 

Lord of all power and might, the author and giver of all good things: Graft in our hearts the love of your Name; 

increase in us true religion; nourish us with all goodness; and bring forth in us the fruit of good works; 

through Jesus Christ our Lord, who lives and reigns with you and the Holy Spirit, one God for ever and ever.  

  Amen. 

Collect for Sundays                    BCP 98 

O God, you make us glad with the weekly remembrance of the glorious resurrection  

of your Son our Lord: Give us this day such blessing through our worship of you,  

that the week to come may be spent in your favor; through Jesus Christ our Lord.   

Amen. 

Prayer for Mission                  BCP 100 

O God, you have made of one blood all the peoples of the earth, and sent your blessed Son to preach peace  

to those who are far off and to those who are near: Grant that people everywhere may seek after you and  

find you; bring the nations into your fold; pour out your Spirit upon all flesh; and hasten the coming of  

your kingdom; through Jesus Christ our Lord.   

  Amen. 

Anthem                                                 My Soul is at Rest                       Taizé Community 
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General Thanksgiving                 BCP 101 

Almighty God, Father of all mercies, we your unworthy servants give you humble thanks  

for all your goodness and loving-kindness to us and to all whom you have made.   

We bless you for our creation, preservation, and all the blessings of this life;  

but above all for your immeasurable love in the redemption of the world  

by our Lord Jesus Christ; for the means of grace, and for the hope of glory.   

And, we pray, give us such an awareness of your mercies,  

that with truly thankful hearts we may show forth your praise,  

not only with our lips, but in our lives, by giving up our selves to your service,  

and by walking before you in holiness and righteousness all our days;  

through Jesus Christ our Lord, to whom, with you and the Holy Spirit,  

be honor and glory throughout all ages.  Amen. 

Sending Hymn                       Vineyard Haven      Hymnal 557 

 

 

Sending                  BCP 102 

Officiant Let us bless the Lord. 

People  Thanks be to God. 

Officiant May the God of hope fill us with all joy and peace in believing through the power of  

   the Holy Spirit.  Amen.        Romans 15:13 

Postlude             Improvisation on Vineyard Haven 
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Trinity Episcopal Church 

150th Anniversary : 1872 – 2022 

Triune God, you come to your people in dreams and visions: 

quicken our imagination by your Holy Spirit, 

that we will be inspired to honor our past, live out our baptism today, 

and serve future generations; through Jesus Christ our Lord.  Amen. 

 

Liturgy & Lectionary 

The Sunday Gospel readings return to Mark’s Gospel today. This passage recounts one of the occasions when Jesus took the 

Pharisees and other experts on the Law to task for putting more emphasis on ceremonial and dietary rules than on the “weightier” 

requirements of God. It is not outer conformity to the Law but an inner change that brings us into a right relationship with God 

and with others. 

The Law is intended to set the people of Israel apart from other nations, as Moses says in today’s reading from Deuteronomy. This 

is so that other nations, impressed by Israel’s righteousness and wisdom, will be drawn to Israel’s God. Jesus is actually reaffirming 

this Mosaic principle in the reading from Mark. (Christians need to remember that when Jesus criticizes the practices of his 

contemporaries he is not criticizing Judaism, but those whose practices undercut real Judaism.) 

Today we begin reading through the letter of James. This epistle encourages us to live our faith in concrete actions of love and 

mercy. True religion is based on carrying out its faith in lives of righteousness and mercy. 

As the people of God we gather to remember what God has done, to remember God’s principles for living, and to realign ourselves 

with God. Out of our relationship with God, re-established in our liturgical and sacramental encounter, comes the power to 

confront and overcome evil, and the righteousness which draws others to God. 

–From The Rite Light: Reflections on the Sunday Readings and Seasons of the Church Year © 2007 by Michael W. Merriman. Church Publishing Inc., NY. 

Cover art – “The Pharisees Question Jesus (Les pharisiens questionnent Jésus)” by James Tissot (French, 1836-1902).  

Opaque watercolor over graphite on gray wove paper; 8 x 11 inches. Brooklyn Museum. Purchased by public subscription. 
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