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Welcome                 Andy Kruger 

Prelude               Anthony Rafaniello 

The bell is rung and the people stand. 

Acclamation              BCP 323 

Presider Blessed be God: Father, Son, and Holy Spirit. 
People   And blessed be his kingdom, now and for ever. Amen. 

Collect for Purity             BCP 323 

Let us pray together the collect for purity. 

Almighty God, unto whom all hearts are open,  
all desires known, and from whom no secrets are hid:  
Cleanse the thoughts of our hearts  
 by the inspiration of thy Holy Spirit,  
that we may perfectly love thee,  
and worthily magnify thy holy Name;  
through Christ our Lord.   
  Amen.  

Lighting the Christ Candle 

Presider Let us offer ourselves anew as witnesses to the advent of Christ’s glory, 
seeking to bring Christ’s light and love to those who sit in darkness.   

 O come, O come Emmanuel:   
People  You are our light and our salvation. 

The Presider continues 

Today is the day we celebrate the incarnation of Jesus Christ,  
who took on flesh and became a human being.   
We light the Christ candle in order to refuse to forget  
the one who brings light into the world. 
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The Third candle is lit, then all pray together. 

O Emmanuel: 
we give you thanks and praise  
 for wrapping yourself in humanity  
and dwelling among us. 
Amen. 

Gloria               BCP 324 

 Glory be to God on high, 
  and on earth peace, good will towards men.  
 We praise thee, we bless thee, 
  we worship thee, we glorify thee, 
  we give thanks to thee for thy great glory,  
 O Lord God, heavenly King, God the Father Almighty.  

 O Lord, the only-begotten Son, Jesus Christ;  
 O Lord God, Lamb of God, Son of the Father,  
  that takest away the sins of the world,  
  have mercy upon us.  
 Thou that takest away the sins of the world,  
  receive our prayer.  
 Thou that sittest at the right hand of God the Father,  
  have mercy upon us.  

 For thou only art holy; thou only art the Lord;  
  thou only, O Christ, with the Holy Ghost, 
  art most high in the glory of God the Father.  
   Amen.  

Collect of the Day             BCP 182 

Presider The Lord be with you.  
People   And with thy spirit. 

Presider Let us pray. 
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Almighty God, who hast given us thy only-begotten Son to take our nature upon 
him, and as at this time to be born of a pure virgin:  Grant that we, being regenerate 
and made thy children by adoption and grace, may daily be renewed by thy Holy 
Spirit; through the same our Lord Jesus Christ, who liveth and reigneth with thee 
and the same Spirit ever, one God, world without end.  Amen. 

The People are seated. 

First Reading                   Isaiah 52:7-10 

Reader  A reading from the book of the prophet Isaiah. 

How beautiful upon the mountains are the feet of the messenger who announces 
peace, who brings good news, who announces salvation, who says to Zion, “Your 
God reigns.”  Listen!  Your sentinels lift up their voices, together they sing for joy; for 
in plain sight they see the return of the Lord to Zion.  Break forth together into 
singing, you ruins of Jerusalem; for the Lord has comforted his people, he has 
redeemed Jerusalem.  The Lord has bared his holy arm before the eyes of all the 
nations; and all the ends of the earth shall see the salvation of our God. 

Reader The Word of the Lord.  
People Thanks be to God.  

Psalm 98                                    Cantate Domino                                           BCP 727 

1. Sing to the Lord a new song, * 
       for he has done marvelous things. 
2. With his right hand and his holy arm * 
       has he won for himself the victory. 
3. The Lord has made known his victory; * 
       his righteousness has he openly shown  
       in the sight of the nations. 
4. He remembers his mercy and faithfulness to the house of Israel, * 
       and all the ends of the earth have seen the victory of our God. 
5. Shout with joy to the Lord, all you lands; * 
       lift up your voice, rejoice, and sing. 
6. Sing to the Lord with the harp, * 
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       with the harp and the voice of song. 
7. With trumpets and the sound of the horn * 
       shout with joy before the King, the Lord. 
8. Let the sea make a noise and all that is in it, * 
       the lands and those who dwell therein. 
9. Let the rivers clap their hands, * 
       and let the hills ring out with joy before the Lord, 
       when he comes to judge the earth. 
10. In righteousness shall he judge the world * 
       and the peoples with equity. 

Second Reading                 Hebrews 1:1-12 

Reader  A reading from the letter to the Hebrews. 

Long ago God spoke to our ancestors in many and various ways by the prophets, 
but in these last days he has spoken to us by a Son, whom he appointed heir of all 
things, through whom he also created the worlds.  He is the reflection of God’s glory 
and the exact imprint of God’s very being, and he sustains all things by his powerful 
word.  When he had made purification for sins, he sat down at the right hand of the 
Majesty on high, having become as much superior to angels as the name he has 
inherited is more excellent than theirs.   

For to which of the angels did God ever say, “You are my Son; today I have begotten 
you”?  Or again, “I will be his Father, and he will be my Son”?  And again, when he 
brings the firstborn into the world, he says, “Let all God’s angels worship him.”  Of 
the angels he says, “He makes his angels winds, and his servants flames of fire.”  
But of the Son he says, “Your throne, O God, is forever and ever, and the righteous 
scepter is the scepter of your kingdom.  You have loved righteousness and hated 
wickedness; therefore God, your God, has anointed you with the oil of gladness 
beyond your companions.”  And, “In the beginning, Lord, you founded the earth, and 
the heavens are the work of your hands; they will perish, but you remain; they will 
all wear out like clothing; like a cloak you will roll them up, and like clothing they 
will be changed.  But you are the same, and your years will never end.” 

Reader The Word of the Lord.  
People Thanks be to God.  
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Gospel Fanfare             Anthony Rafaniello 

The People stand. 

Gospel                 John 1:1-14 

Presider The Holy Gospel of our Lord Jesus Christ according to St. John. 
People  Glory be to thee, O Lord.  

In the beginning was the Word, and the Word was with God, and the Word was God.  
He was in the beginning with God.  All things came into being through him, and 
without him not one thing came into being. What has come into being in him was 
life, and the life was the light of all people.  The light shines in the darkness, and the 
darkness did not overcome it.   

There was a man sent from God, whose name was John.  He came as a witness to 
testify to the light, so that all might believe through him.  He himself was not the 
light, but he came to testify to the light.  The true light, which enlightens everyone, 
was coming into the world.  He was in the world, and the world came into being 
through him; yet the world did not know him.  He came to what was his own, and 
his own people did not accept him.   

But to all who received him, who believed in his name, he gave power to become 
children of God, who were born, not of blood or of the will of the flesh or of the will of 
man, but of God.  And the Word became flesh and lived among us, and we have seen 
his glory, the glory as of a father’s only son, full of grace and truth. 

Presider The Gospel of the Lord. 
People  Praise be to thee, O Christ. 

Homily                 Andy Kruger 

After the prayer the people are seated. 

6



Nicene Creed              BCP 326 

The People stand. 

 We believe in one God, the Father, the Almighty,  
  maker of heaven and earth, of all that is, seen and unseen.  

 We believe in one Lord, Jesus Christ, the only Son of God, 
  eternally begotten of the Father, God from God,  
  Light from Light, true God from true God,  
  begotten, not made, of one Being with the Father.  
  Through him all things were made.  
  For us and for our salvation he came down from heaven:  
  by the power of the Holy Spirit he became incarnate  
   from the Virgin Mary, and was made man.  
  For our sake he was crucified under Pontius Pilate;  
  he suffered death and was buried. 
  On the third day he rose again in accordance with the Scriptures;  
  he ascended into heaven 
   and is seated at the right hand of the Father. 
  He will come again in glory to judge the living and the dead,  
  and his kingdom will have no end.  

 We believe in the Holy Spirit, the Lord, the giver of life, 
  who proceeds from the Father and the Son. 
  With the Father and the Son he is worshiped and glorified.  
  He has spoken through the Prophets.  
  We believe in one holy catholic and apostolic Church.  
  We acknowledge one baptism for the forgiveness of sins.  
  We look for the resurrection of the dead,  
   and the life of the world to come.   
    Amen.  
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Prayers of the People                    BCP 328 

Let us pray for the whole state of Christ’s Church and the world. 

Almighty and everliving God, who in thy holy Word hast taught us to make prayers, 
and supplications, and to give thanks for all humanity: Receive these our prayers 
which we offer unto thy divine Majesty, beseeching thee to inspire continually the 
Universal Church with the spirit of truth, unity, and concord; and grant that all 
those who do confess thy holy Name may agree in the truth of thy holy Word, and 
live in unity and godly love. 

Give grace, O heavenly Father, to all bishops and other ministers especially Justin 
the Archbishop of Canterbury, Michael the Presiding Bishop of the Episcopal 
Church, William our Bishop, and Andy our Priest, that they may, both by their life 
and doctrine, set forth thy true and lively Word, and rightly and duly administer thy 
holy Sacraments. And to all thy people give thy heavenly grace, and especially to this 
congregation here present; that, with meek heart and due reverence, they may hear 
and receive thy holy Word, truly serving thee in holiness and righteousness all the 
days of their life. 

We beseech thee also so to rule the hearts of those who bear the authority of 
government in this and every land especially Donald our President, Phil our 
governor and Patrick the mayor of this town, that they may be led to wise decisions 
and right actions for the welfare and peace of the world. 

Open, O Lord, the eyes of all people to behold thy gracious hand in all thy works, 
that, rejoicing in thy whole creation, they may honor thee with their substance, and 
be faithful stewards of thy bounty. And we most humbly beseech thee, of thy 
goodness, O Lord, to comfort and succor all those who, in this transitory life, are in 
trouble, sorrow, need, sickness, or any other adversity. 

And we also bless thy holy Name for all thy servants departed this life in thy faith 
and fear [especially…], beseeching thee to grant them continual growth in thy love and 
service; and to grant us grace so to follow the good examples of all thy saints, that 
with them we may be partakers of thy heavenly kingdom.  Grant these our prayers, 
O Father, for Jesus Christ’s sake, our only Mediator and Advocate.  Amen. 
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Confession of Sin             BCP 331 

Let us humbly confess our sins unto Almighty God. 

The People kneel. 

Most merciful God,  
we confess that we have sinned against thee  
 in thought, word, and deed,  
by what we have done, and by what we have left undone.   
We have not loved thee with our whole heart;  
we have not loved our neighbors as ourselves.   
We are truly sorry and we humbly repent.   
For the sake of thy Son Jesus Christ,  
have mercy on us and forgive us;  
that we may delight in thy will,  
and walk in thy ways,  
to the glory of thy Name.   
 Amen. 

Absolution                     BCP 332 

Almighty God, our heavenly Father, who of his great mercy hath promised 
forgiveness of sins to all those who with hearty repentance and true faith turn unto 
him, have mercy upon you, pardon and deliver you from all your sins, confirm and 
strengthen you in all goodness, and bring you to everlasting life; through Jesus 
Christ our Lord.  Amen. 

Comfortable Words             BCP 332 

Hear the Word of God to all who truly turn to him. 

God so loved the world, that he gave his only-begotten Son, to the end that all that 
believe in him should not perish, but have everlasting life.    John 3:16 

This is a true saying, and worthy of all to be received, that Christ Jesus came into 
the world to save sinners.    1 Timothy 1:15 
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Peace               BCP 332 

The People stand. 

Presider The peace of the Lord be always with you. 
People  And with thy spirit. 

The people make a reverent bow to one another as an expression of peace.  No physical contact is permitted. 

Offertory Sentence             BCP 344 

Thine, O Lord, is the greatness, and the power, and the glory, and the victory,  
and the majesty. For all that is in the heaven and in the earth is thine.   
Thine is the kingdom, O Lord, and thou art exalted as head above all. 1 Chronicles 29:11 

Offertory Anthem             Anthony Rafaniello 

The People stand 

Eucharistic Prayer II            BCP 340 

Presider The Lord be with you. 
People  And with thy spirit. 

Presider Lift up your hearts. 
People  We lift them up unto the Lord. 

Presider Let us give thanks unto our Lord God. 
People  It is meet and right so to do. 

It is very meet, right, and our bounden duty, that we should at all times, and in all 
places, give thanks unto thee, O Lord, holy Father, almighty, everlasting God.  
Because thou didst give Jesus Christ, thine only Son, to be born for us; who, by the 
mighty power of the Holy Ghost, was made very Man of the substance of the Virgin 
Mary his mother; that we might be delivered from the bondage of sin, and receive 
power to become thy children.  Therefore with Angels and Archangels, and with all 
the company of heaven, we laud and magnify thy glorious Name; evermore praising 
thee, and saying,  
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  Holy, holy, holy, Lord God of Hosts:  
  Heaven and earth are full of thy glory.  
  Glory be to thee, O Lord Most High.  
  Blessed is he that cometh in the name of the Lord.  
  Hosanna in the highest.  

All glory be to thee, O Lord our God, for that thou didst create heaven and earth, 
and didst make us in thine own image; and, of thy tender mercy, didst give thine 
only Son Jesus Christ to take our nature upon him, and to suffer death upon the 
cross for our redemption. He made there a full and perfect sacrifice for the whole 
world; and did institute, and in his holy Gospel command us to continue, a 
perpetual memory of that his precious death and sacrifice, until his coming again.  

For in the night in which he was betrayed,  
he took bread; and when he had given thanks to thee,  
he broke it, and gave it to his disciples, saying,  
“Take, eat, this is my Body, which is given for you.   
Do this in remembrance of me.”  

Likewise, after supper, he took the cup;  
and when he had given thanks,  
he gave it to them, saying,  
“Drink this, all of you;  
for this is my Blood of the New Covenant,  
which is shed for you, and for many,  
for the remission of sins.   
Do this, as oft as ye shall drink it,  
in remembrance of me.”  

Wherefore, O Lord and heavenly Father, we thy people do celebrate and make, with 
these thy holy gifts which we now offer unto thee, the memorial thy Son hath 
commanded us to make; having in remembrance his blessed passion and precious 
death, his mighty resurrection and glorious ascension; and looking for his coming 
again with power and great glory.  

And we most humbly beseech thee, O merciful Father, to hear us, and, with thy 
Word and Holy Spirit, to bless and sanctify these gifts of bread and wine, that they 
may be unto us the Body and Blood of thy dearly-beloved Son Jesus Christ.  
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And we earnestly desire thy fatherly goodness to accept this our sacrifice of praise 
and thanksgiving, whereby we offer and present unto thee, O Lord, our selves, our 
souls and bodies.  Grant, we beseech thee, that all who partake of this Holy 
Communion may worthily receive the most precious Body and Blood of thy Son 
Jesus Christ, and be filled with thy grace and heavenly benediction; and also that 
we and all thy whole Church may be made one body with him, that he may dwell in 
us, and we in him; through the same Jesus Christ our Lord;  

By whom, and with whom, and in whom, in the unity of the Holy Ghost all honor 
and glory be unto thee, O Father Almighty, world without end.  AMEN.  

Lord’s Prayer              BCP 336 

And now, as our Savior Christ hath taught us, we are bold to say,  

Our Father, who art in heaven,  
hallowed be thy Name, thy kingdom come,  
thy will be done, on earth as it is in heaven.   
Give us this day our daily bread.   
And forgive us our trespasses,  
as we forgive those who trespass against us.   
And lead us not into temptation,  
but deliver us from evil.   
For thine is the kingdom,  
and the power, and the glory,  
for ever and ever.  
 Amen.  

Breaking the Bread             BCP 337 

The Presider breaks the consecrated bread.  A period of silence is observed, then the Presider says 

  O Lamb of God, that takest away the sins of the world, 
   have mercy upon us. 
  O Lamb of God, that takest away the sins of the world, 
   have mercy upon us. 
  O Lamb of God, that takest away the sins of the world, 
   grant us thy peace. 
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Prayer of Approach              Fr Phil Carr-Jones 

Lord Jesus Christ, our constant companion,  
you promised to be with us to the end of the age,  
and make us one with each other in your Body, the Church.   
You give us yourself in this Holy Sacrament,  
the seal of your love that is stronger than death.   
Grant, then, O Lord, that we may receive you,  
whether met at this table or dispersed in our homes;  
and so strengthen the bonds of our common life  
 that with all your people in every place,  
we may praise and serve you  
 till we come to the joys of your heavenly banquet.   
   Amen. 

Invitation              BCP 338 

Presider The Gifts of God: 
People  for the People of God. 

Communion Meditation            Anthony Rafaniello 

Protocol for the Reception of Communion Bread 

✠ The people, starting from the pews closest to the sanctuary, are 
invited by the usher to receive Communion. 
✠  Each Communicant must first sanitize their hands before proceeding 
to the Presider with hands cupped, the non-dominant hand on top, to 
receive the Bread. 
✠  The Presider gives the Bread to each person saying: ‘The Body of 
Christ.’  The recipient replies: ‘Amen. 
✠  After receiving the Bread, the communicant moves a short distance 
toward the right or left crossing door, removes their mask and 
consumes the Bread.   
✠  After consuming the Bread the communicant may place their gift in 
the retiring offertory bowls stationed at each crossing door. 
✠  The communicant then departs through the crossing door.  
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The Gold Vestments are Given to the Glory of God 

This year, in lieu of Christmas flowers, parishioners have made donations to a set of  
Gold and White Vestments in memory of friends and family members who have died. 

† The Baldwin Family  ✠  in loving memory of Wallace Baldwin. 

† Julia & Joe Bardzilowski  ✠  Owen Bardzilowski. 

† The Barone family  ✠  Robert, Susan & Louise & Steve Kuldanek. 

† The Beier Family  ✠  Robert & Marion Weiss. 

† Jeanie Benes  ✠  Jack Benes. 

† Ralph & Lynn Bianchini  ✠  Charles Sr. & Helene Kiamie, Richard A. Kiamie, Harry E. Bianchini, Albie Rizkalla,  

Habib & Zahra Karam, Aziz & Sadie Kiamie, Yvonne Kiamie and Mary Lynn Tuley. 

† Joann Breuer and the Breuer family  ✠  Glenn Breuer and Alfred Breuer. 

† Sophie Brennan  ✠  Kathleen Tomaszewski. 

† David & Heather Burnett  ✠  Emily Marie Burnett. 

† Heather, Dave, & Sarah Burnett ✠ Sally Courtney. 

† Sarah Clark  ✠  Diana & Richard Clark. 

† Mary Craig Cheress  ✠  Iris and Sam Craig 

† The Cooney family  ✠  Jim Cooney, Larry Cooney, Jamie Lowe and Anne Johnson.  

† Jennifer & Jerry Dawson  ✠  Frank & Helena Dawson. 

† Carolyn & Nelson Dittmar  ✠  Sue & Bill Von Bulow and the Dittmar, Gerhardt; and Von Bulow families.  

† Nancy Ditzel and Janice King  ✠  Florence Drummond. 

† Eleanor Doherty  ✠  ‘my beloved husband’ Charlie Doherty. 

† Mary Diane Dowling  ✠  Steven Dowling. 

† Mary Ellinger  ✠  Mary & Christian Beutelschiess, and the Rev. William Ellinger. 

† Joan English  ✠  Tom, Cheri, and Tommy English. 

† Arlene Fricke  ✠  in loving memory of Barbara, Alfred and Debbie Fricke. 

† Darrell & Maureen Frydlewicz  ✠  Christopher, Jerry B., Mark A., Monica & William Minter, Albert G. & Daniel 

Frydlewicz, Ethelwyn Trevenen, Vincent & Diane Barton, Matthew Corry, Margaret Cerovski, and Lee Ceroy. 

† Debbie Gasser  ✠  Yolanda Salvatore and Cyril Aldridge. 

† Bonnie Gentesse  ✠  Ben Dacus and Diane Egidio. 

† Vicki Goralski  ✠ ‘all family and friends who are no longer with us.’ 

† Richard & Sarah Gregory  ✠  Dudley & Margaret Bennett, and Robert & Helen Gregory. 

† Ed and Pat Hobbie  ✠  all the deceased members of the Hobbie family. 

† Toru Ishiyama  ✠  Susan Ishiyama. 

† Holly Ives and Linda I. Kurdilla  ✠  Doris B. & Delano Ives, and Nancy & Walter Schaufele.   

† Tom Kaercher & Susan Olszewski  ✠  Edward, Alice, & Frances Olszewski, and Caryl & Alfred Kaercher and  

Bette Kaercher Vigilante. 

† Cathy Klingaman  ✠  Joan Beres and Eva Klingaman. 

† Bernhard Kolbe  ✠  in loving memory of Kirt Landherr, Gerda & Herbert Kolbe, and Cynthia Murren-Di Giovanni 

† Cynthia Kolby  ✠  in loving memory of Roger Kolby, Paul and Christine Schwarzbach, Linda Bogan, Irma and  

James Haberis and Rev. Ralph M. Thomas.  

† For Lee Krones. 

† Albert & JoAnn Lehmkuhl  ✠  Olive & Walter Johannesen, Olive & Joe Chandry, Harry & Betty Lehmkuhl,  

Thomas Lehmkuhl. 
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† Joyce Melvin  ✠  Anthony LaSpina. 

† Albert & Jane Michael and family  ✠  Edith & Nelson Dittmar, Fefe & Habib Michael, Margaret Bounds,  

Bertha & Bob Shimkus, and the Goodman family. 

† Nancy Miller  ✠  Clinton H. Miller and our loved ones. 

† Elizabeth Morenko & family  ✠  Habib & Fefe Michael, and Bertha & Bob Shimkus. 

† Marion & Terry Nechuta  ✠  Gerda & Herbert Kolbe, and Marilyn & Glenn Nechuta. 

† Nancy Noonan  ✠  William & Pauline Noonan, and Thomas Bristol Noonan. 

† Sydney O’Hagan  ✠  Doris Scott and Katherine Harbison 

† Susan Olszewski  ✠  Eudora Kombo, Meg Lynes and Guenther Haerle. 

† Diane Owens  ✠  Peter Owens, David Vail, Ruth & Wilbur Vail. 

† Arthur Patchett  ✠  Lois Patchett, Ann & Allan Patchett. 

† Dianne Pecoraro  ✠  Marie & Charles Pecoraro, and Joan & Salvatore Brown. 

† Stephanie Pticar  ✠  Josephine Maietta. 

† Anthony J. Rafaniello  ✠  Rita & Ernest Werner, and Joseph Rafaniello. 

† The Roberts family  ✠  Charles E. Roberts and Raymond P. Sullivan. 

† Amy & Dave Robinson  ✠  Nancy & Art Robinson and our beloved grandparents and aunts. 

† Diane Ross  ✠  Rosaria Del Balso. 

† Carol Russo  ✠  Pompilio Russo. 

† Lynn Solecki  ✠  Elaine & Dominick Barbuto. 

† Amanda Somers-Guerrasio  ✠  Mack Somers. 

† Irene Telerico  ✠  Marie & John DiDonato, the Rev. Ronald Forsyth, Agnes & Roy Forsyth, Thelma & Joseph Jones, 

and Fred Telerico. 

† Ashley & Eddy Thornton  ✠  Karen Blanchard. 

† Edward Tyjewski  ✠  Sydney, Anna and Richard Tyjewski. 

† Ruth Uhde  ✠  Gerald Uhde, Ruth & Albert Ruddick  

† From Victor Wiese. 

† The Willix family  ✠  Willix, Bradbury, Chimento, and Lovero families. 

† John & Debbie Wisniewski  ✠  Keith H. McLaughlin, Sr. and Felix E. Wisniewski. 

† John & Frances Witherington  ✠  Bonaventura & Marie Bagnato and the Rev. John & Anne Witherington. 

† John & Kathy Woolsey and Anthony Vitale  ✠  Christopher M. Pastor and Nick Woolsey. 

† Cheryl Pantina  ✠  Joan Collins-Beres, Carol Collins Edwards and Eva Klingaman  

† Dorothy Poeltler  ✠  The Schmitz & Poelter Families 

† Paul & Elsie Modrak and the Gogola Family 

Trinity Episcopal Church  
205 North Avenue, East, Cranford NJ 07016  

Phone: 908–276–4047 TrinityCranford@gmail.com – TrinityCranford.org  

The Rev. Andrew David Kruger,  
Rector of the Parish Trinity Episcopal Church in the Diocese of New Jersey  

Personal Cell: (609) 933-5227 – Email: fr.andrew.kruger@gmail.com  

Rector’s Sabbath: Father Andy takes his Sabbath on Mondays  
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Presiding Bishop Michael Curry – Christmas Message 2020 

Joy to the world!  The Lord is come:  Let earth receive her King; let every heart prepare him 
room, and heaven and nature sing. 

Perhaps like me, you’ve sung this hymn for years – in church, at home with your family, gathered 
with friends and neighbors.  Perhaps you’ve sung it to yourself – in your car, on a walk, or 
quietly in the dark of night. 

Joy to the world! 

While we may not feel joyful this year – as the pandemic of disease continues to bring sickness 
and death, when fear and mistrust – a darkness – threatens to overcome the light – we, as 
followers of Jesus Christ must bear joy to this aching world.  We must shine light into the 
darkness.   

Joy to the world! 

Like much in our lives, proclaiming joy is difficult work – also good and essential work – 
especially now.  Though we mourn that which is lost in our lives, our families, and our 
communities – Joy to the world! 

While we strive to pull up the twisted and thorny vines of hatred and bigotry and anger – Joy to 
the world! 

Through streaming tears and gritted teeth – Joy to the world! – because God is breaking into our 
lives and this world anew. 

While this is a strange year, the ministry He gives us remains the same.  We will prepare him 
room in our hearts by taking on the ministry Jesus demands of us: feed those who are hungry; 
welcome the stranger; clothe those who are naked; heal those who are sick; visit the prisoner.  
Love God.  Love your neighbor.  Sing joy into this old world.  Prepare him room. 

St. Luke writes of the first Christmas, “Mary gave birth to her firstborn son and wrapped him in 
bands of cloth, and laid him in a manger, because there was no room for them in the inn.”  
There, in the simplest bed, in the cool of the night, in a trough, in bands of cloth, lies the One 
for whom no room was made.  And yet strangely, there lies the One whom not even the universe 
can contain. 

Joy to the world!  The Lord is come.  In your hearts, in your homes, in your lives, prepare him 
room. 

God love you; God bless you; and may God hold us all in those almighty hands of love. 

The Most Rev. Michael B. Curry
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