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Introduction to the Advent Liturgy at Trinity 

The Season of Advent invites us to craft our Liturgy in ways that reflect and elevate the 

themes of alert, expectant preparation.  For this reason, this service includes a ritual for 

lighting the candles of the Advent Wreath and Advent-styled Prayers of the People.  

The successive lighting of the candles of the Advent wreath will take a central role in 

our liturgy.  Our Advent wreath is made up of blue candles (the liturgical for Advent) 

in a circle of evergreens.  The circle has no beginning or end, reminding us of God’s 

unending love for us.  The evergreens are a sign of life in an otherwise lifeless winter.  

The focus of the candle lighting centers on the increasing light of God in the world.  

As has become our custom, the sanctuary is adorned with two evergreen trees.  While 

these trees foreshadow Christmas celebrations, their primary symbolism is that of hope 

and life in the midst of a winter landscape.   

The “call and response” for the Prayers of the People will include the word Maranatha, 

an Aramaic word that means “the Lord is coming” or “come, O Lord.”  It became the 

common greeting among our brothers and sisters in the early church who were eagerly 

expecting the second coming of Christ. 
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Welcome                   Andrew Kruger 

Prelude                  “Wachet auf, ruft uns die Stimme” BWV 645 – Johann Sebastian Bach 

At the end of the prelude, the bells are rung and the People stand for the procession of the Cross. 

I.  Gathering of God’s People 

Gathering Hymn                                   Veni, veni, Emmanuel                            Hymnal 56 

 

 

 

 

Acclamation                                                    Book of Common Prayer 128 

Presider  O God, make speed to save us: 

People  O Lord, make haste to help us. 

Preparatory Prayer                                             Celebrating Sunday 

Presider  Let us pray. 

Presider  and People say together 

Almighty and eternal God, purify our hearts and minds, that when your Son Jesus Christ comes again 

in glory, he may find in us a home prepared for himself; who is alive and reigns with you in the unity 

of the Holy Spirit, now and for ever.  Amen. 
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Lighting the Advent Candle                CS 

The Eucharistic Minister says 

Today is the first Sunday of Advent, the beginning of the Christian liturgical year.  We celebrate the beginning 

of another year by looking to the end of time when the culmination of history will point to the authority of 

Jesus.  We light this candle to remind ourselves of the growing light of the dawn of the Kingdom of God.  

The first Advent Candle is lit by the Eucharistic minister, while the people sing. 

Kyrie eleison                                            David Hurd                       Music for Celebration 

 

Collect of the Day                                                                BCP 357 

Presider  The Lord be with you.  

People  And also with you.  

Presider  Let us pray.  

Almighty God, give us grace to cast away the works of darkness, and put on the armor of light, now in the 

time of this mortal life in which your Son Jesus Christ came to visit us in great humility; that in the last day, 

when he shall come again in his glorious majesty to judge both the living and the dead, we may rise to the life 

immortal; through him who lives and reigns with you and the Holy Spirit, one God, now and for ever.  Amen.   

The People sit. 

Blessing of the Sunday School Children and Teachers                    Andrew Kruger 

Presider  May God bless you as you prepare to enact again the coming of our Savior,  
 in the name of the Father, and of the Son, and of the Holy Spirit.   

People  Amen. 

II.  Proclaiming and Receiving the Word of God 
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Tanakh                                             Jeremiah 33:14-16 

Reader  A reading from the book of the prophet Jeremiah. 

The days are surely coming, says the LORD, when I will fulfill the promise I made to the house of Israel and 

the house of Judah.  In those days and at that time I will cause a righteous Branch to spring up for David; 

and he shall execute justice and righteousness in the land.  In those days Judah will be saved and Jerusalem 

will live in safety.  And this is the name by which it will be called: “The LORD is our righteousness.” 

Reader  The Word of the Lord.  

People  Thanks be to God.  

Psalm 25:1-9                                          Ad te, Domine, levavi                      Plainsong Psalter 

All are invited to sing the antiphon and psalm. 

 

 

 

  

TONE I.7 
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Epistle                  1 Thessalonians 3:9-13 

Reader        A reading from the first letter of St. Paul to the Church in Thessalonika. 

How can we thank God enough for you in return for all the joy that we feel before our God because of you?  

Night and day we pray most earnestly that we may see you face to face and restore whatever is lacking in your 

faith.  Now may our God and Father himself and our Lord Jesus direct our way to you.  And may the Lord 

make you increase and abound in love for one another and for all, just as we abound in love for you.  And 

may he so strengthen your hearts in holiness that you may be blameless before our God and Father at the 

coming of our Lord Jesus with all his saints. 

Reader  The Word of the Lord.  

People  Thanks be to God.  

Proclaiming Hymn                                    Wachet auf                                     Hymnal 61 

The People stand. 
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Holy Gospel                                                                                                     Luke 21:25-36 

Presider    The Holy Gospel of our Lord Jesus Christ according to St Luke. 

People  Glory to you, Lord Christ. 

Jesus said, “There will be signs in the sun, the moon, and the stars, and on the earth distress among nations 

confused by the roaring of the sea and the waves.  People will faint from fear and foreboding of what is coming 

upon the world, for the powers of the heavens will be shaken.  Then they will see ‘the Son of Man coming in a 

cloud’ with power and great glory.  Now when these things begin to take place, stand up and raise your heads, 

because your redemption is drawing near.” 

Then he told them a parable: “Look at the fig tree and all the trees; as soon as they sprout leaves you can see 

for yourselves and know that summer is already near.  So also, when you see these things taking place, you 

know that the kingdom of God is near.  Truly I tell you, this generation will not pass away until all things 

have taken place.  Heaven and earth will pass away, but my words will not pass away. 
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“Be on guard so that your hearts are not weighed down with dissipation and drunkenness and the worries of 

this life, and that day does not catch you unexpectedly, like a trap.  For it will come upon all who live on the 

face of the whole earth.  Be alert at all times, praying that you may have the strength to escape all these 

things that will take place, and to stand before the Son of Man.” 

Presider  The Gospel of the Lord. 

People  Praise to you, Lord Christ. 

III.  Responding to the Proclaimed Word 

Homily                                                                                                Andrew Kruger 

Nicene Creed                                                                        EOW 53 

We believe in one God,  

the Father, the Almighty,  

maker of heaven and earth,  

of all that is, seen and unseen. 

We believe in one Lord, Jesus Christ,  

the only Son of God, 

 eternally begotten of the Father, 

 God from God, Light from Light,  

true God from true God, 

 begotten, not made, of one Being with the Father; 

 through him all things were made. 

For us and for our salvation he came down from heaven, 

 was incarnate of the Holy Spirit and the Virgin Mary 

 and became truly human. 

For our sake he was crucified under Pontius Pilate; 

 he suffered death and was buried. 

On the third day he rose again  

in accordance with the Scriptures; 

 he ascended into heaven  

 and is seated at the right hand of the Father. 

He will come again in glory to judge the living and the dead, 

 and his kingdom will have no end. 

We believe in the Holy Spirit, the Lord, the giver of life,  

who proceeds from the Father,  * 

who with the Father and the Son is worshiped and glorified, 

who has spoken through the prophets. 

We believe in one holy catholic and apostolic Church. 

We acknowledge one baptism for the forgiveness of sins. 

We look for the resurrection of the dead, 

and the life of the world to come.  Amen. 

Prayers of the People             Common Worship adapt. 

The Presider says 

Awake and alert for the advent of our Lord, let us pray for the grace to embrace the gentle rule of Christ. 
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The intercessor prays 

Holy God, from whom the Spirit proceeds, empower your church, especially Michael, our Presiding Bishop; 

William, our Bishop; Andrew, our Priest; and all lay leaders so that they will reveal Christ’s reign of justice 

and mercy in us, through us, and among us. 

Maranatha:  Amen.  Come, Lord Jesus. 

Holy God of wisdom and might, guide all people in positions of leadership, especially Joseph, our President; 

Philip, our Governor; and Kathleen, the mayor of this town; so that they will exercise their power for the 

common good. 

Maranatha:  Amen.  Come, Lord Jesus. 

Holy God, by whose word the cosmos was created, fill us with awe when we encounter the work of your hands 

so that we will tread gently and reverently on this good earth. 

    Maranatha:  Amen.  Come, Lord Jesus. 

Holy God of compassion and love, bind up the broken-hearted, restore the sick and raise up the fallen. 

Maranatha:  Amen.  Come, Lord Jesus. 

Holy God, the source of light, let the radiance of God’s coming dawn on all who live in darkness and the 

shadow of death.   

Maranatha:  Amen.  Come, Lord Jesus. 

Holy God of time and eternity, may we with all the saints in light shine forth as lights of the world.  

Maranatha:  Amen.  Come, Lord Jesus. 

The Presider adds the concluding collect. 

Almighty Father, your Son came to us in humility as our savior, and at the last day he will come again in 

glory as our judge:  Give us grace to turn away from darkness to the light of Christ that we will be ready to 

welcome him; who lives and reigns with you and the Holy Spirit, one God, for ever and ever.  Amen. 

Peace                                                                                                        BCP 360 

Presider The peace of the Lord be always with you. 

People And also with you. 

A sign of peace is offered with a reverent bow. 

Announcements                 Andrew Kruger 

IV.  Celebrating at the Lord’s Table 

Offertory Sentence          Matthew 5:16 

Presider  Let your light shine before others, so that they may see your good works and give glory  

to your Father in heaven.    
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Offertory Hymn           Richmond              Hymnal 72 

 

 

 

Eucharistic Prayer for Advent                                                                           CS 

The people remain standing.   

 

 

 

 

It is right, and a good and joyful thing, always and every-where to give thanks to you, Father Almighty,  

Creator of heaven and earth. 
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Because you sent your beloved Son to redeem us from sin and death, and to make us heirs in him of 

everlasting life; that when he shall come again in power and great triumph to judge the world, we may  

without shame or fear rejoice to behold his appearing. 

Therefore we praise you, joining our voices with Angels and Archangels and with all the company  

of heaven, who for ever sing this hymn to proclaim the glory of your Name: 

Sanctus                                                    David Hurd                                Hymnal S 124 

 

 

 

Glory and thanksgiving be to you, most loving Father.  In Jesus, you showed us yourself.  Our hope is built 

on him, the first, the last, the living one.  Obedient, even to accepting death, he opened the gate of glory and 

calls us now to share the life of heaven.  

Before he was given up to suffering and death, alight with the vision of a feast that heralded a kingdom yet  

to come, at supper with his disciples he took bread and gave you thanks.  He broke the bread, and gave it  

to them, saying: “Take, eat.  This is my Body: it is broken for you.”  

After supper, he took the cup, again he offered you thanks, and gave it to them saying: “Drink this, all of you.  

This is my Blood of the new covenant; it is poured out for you, and for all, that sins may be forgiven.   

Do this in remembrance of me.” 

 

We obey your Son’s command. 

We recall Christ’s blessed passion and death. 

We celebrate Christ’s glorious resurrection and ascension. 

We look for the coming of Christ’s Kingdom. 

 

Made one with Christ, we offer you these gifts, and with them we offer ourselves, a single, holy, living sacrifice.  

Hear us, most merciful Father, and send your Holy Spirit upon us and upon this bread and this wine.  By the 

Spirit’s life-giving power may they be for us the Body and Blood of your Son, and kindled by the fire of your 

love, may we be renewed for the service of your Kingdom.  

 

Make us grow together in unity and love until at last, in your new creation, we enter our true eternal home, 

where with Mary the mother of our Lord, and the holy ancestors of every generation we will worship you  

in glory everlasting. 

 

Through Christ and with Christ and in Christ, in the unity of the Holy Spirit, to you be honor, glory, and 

praise, for ever and ever.  

People and Presider  
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The Lord’s Prayer                                                                                      BCP 364 

Presider  And now, as our Savior Christ has taught us, we are bold to say, 

People   Our Father, who art in heaven,  

hallowed be thy Name, 

 thy kingdom come, thy will be done,  

 on earth as it is in heaven.   

Give us this day our daily bread.   

And forgive us our trespasses,  

 as we forgive those who trespass against us.   

And lead us not into temptation,  

 but deliver us from evil.   

For thine is the kingdom,  

 and the power,  

 and the glory,  

 for ever and ever.  Amen. 

The Breaking of the Bread               BCP 364  

The Presider breaks the consecrated Bread. A period of silence is kept. 

Agnus Dei                  David Hurd   Hymnal S 161 

 

Invitation                           BCP 364  

Presider  Behold the Lamb of God, who takes away the sin of the world.  

The Gifts of God:  

People   for the People of God. 

All who hunger for God, including children, are cordially invited to share the Gifts of God offered at this table.   

Whoever you are, wherever you are in your life’s journey, you are welcome here. 

The ushers guide the people to receive Holy Communion.  Please place your pledge and/or gift in the plate provided 

on the way to receive communion. 



13 

Communion Hymn                                            Lowry         Hymnal 454 

 

 

 

 

 

All persons may, but no person must, receive communion in both 

kinds to receive the full spiritual benefits of communion.  You may 

choose to receive only the host at this time.  Wine will be offered by 

way of a sip from the common cup.  NB: Trinity is NOT offering wine 

by intinction (the host dipped in the wine) at this time. 
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Seasonal Chant for Advent                         Notre âme attend                       Taizé Community 

 

 

1.  My soul is waiting for the Lord; I count on God’s word. 

2.  I trust in the goodness of God for ever and ever. 

3.  Keep me, O God, I take refuge in you. 

4.  O my strength, it is you to whom I turn. You who show me love. 

5.  As for me I will sing of your strength and each morning acclaim your love. 

6.  I trust in your merciful love. My heart rejoices in you. 

7.  The Lord is my strength, my song, my salvation: in God I trust, I’m not afraid. 

8.  Give thanks to the Lord, proclaim God’s deeds. Cry out for joy and gladness. 

The People stand. The Eucharistic Visitors take their place around the Holy Table and receive a pyx. 

Commissioning Eucharistic Visitors                      Book of Occasional Services 284, alt. 

Presider  Though we are many, we are one body: 

People  because we all share in the one bread. 

Presider In the name of this congregation, I send you forth bearing these holy gifts, that those  

 who are absent may share with us in the communion of Christ’s body and blood. 

Post-communion Prayer                                                               Celebrating Sunday 

Presider  Let us pray. 

People and Presider pray together 

Holy God, you draw near to us in word and sacrament to Strengthen and renew us.  Kindle in us the 

fire of your Spirit, may your light so shine through us that all may welcome your Son at his coming.  

We ask this in the name of Jesus our Emmanuel.  Amen. 

Blessing                               Common Worship 

The priest blesses the people saying                                           

May Christ, the Sun of righteousness shine upon you, scatter the darkness from your path  

and make you ready to meet him when he comes in glory:  And the blessing of God almighty,   

 the Father, the Son, and the Holy Spirit, be among you, and remain with you always.  Amen. 
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V.  Going out as God’s People 

Sending Hymn                                               Helmsley                                       Hymnal 57 

 

Dismissal                                     BCP 366 

Presider Go in peace to love and serve the Lord. 

People Thanks be to God.   

Postlude                                                                    “Wachet auf” – Emma Lou Diemer 

 

Trinity Episcopal Church ~ 150th Anniversary : 1872 – 2022 

Triune God, you come to your people in dreams and visions:  

quicken our imagination by your Holy Spirit, that we will be inspired to honor our past, live out our baptism today, 

and serve future generations; through Jesus Christ our Lord.  Amen. 
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What you need to know today … 

Thank you to everyone who donated pies for Cranford Family Care; we collected and delivered 35 pies. 

Trinity’s Christmas Pageant will be directed by Kavita Medanki (kavitamedanki@gmail.com) this year.  Rehearsals take place during 

the 10 AM Eucharist, starting today Sunday, November 28. 

Fellowship after Worship  Join us in Sherlock Hall after both the 8 AM and 10 AM services for a cup of coffee and a bite to eat…  but 

most of all enjoy good conversation and fellowship.  Please contact Marion Nechuta (908-451-4498) if you are willing to host or help. 

Sanctuary Candle During Advent, while there are no flowers on the altar, we can still remember our loved ones and the attributions on 

the front cover will read as follows: “The Sanctuary Candle is given to the Glory of God and in loving memory of _______.” 

Advent Greenery and Christmas Flowers During the season of Advent the sanctuary will be adorned with evergreen trees and an 

Advent wreath, then as the season of Christmas begins, a multitude of red and white poinsettias will be added. Envelopes, labeled 

‘Christmas Flowers’ are available in the narthex of the church, please consider making a contribution toward the Advent greenery and 

Christmas flowers. As has been the custom, donations (large or small) may be made in memory of loved ones.  Go online to pledge a 

donation; the names are recorded in the Christmas bulletin. 

Parish Pledges  The parish leadership is so grateful for your faithfulness.  Please continue to mail pledges – labeled “To Financial 

Secretary” – to Trinity Church, 205 North Avenue East, Cranford, NJ 07016. 

What you need to know this week ... 

Ministry for the Imprisoned Toy Drive Trinity Church’s Ministry for the Imprisoned has joined the Diocese of Newark’s holiday toy drive 

to benefit children who have a parent who is incarcerated. Donate a toy, gift or gift card. Gifts should be in a gift bag (not wrapped) 

with a tag indicating age and, if appropriate, gender. Please deliver gifts to the parish office or Casey Woodruff (748 Harding Street, 

Westfield), before this Saturday, December 4. Contact Casey (cwoodruff@jonbramnick.com; 908-868-4915) for more information. 

Parish Office hours  Marion Nechuta is in the office from 10 AM to 12:30 PM on Tuesday and Wednesday, and 1 PM to 3:30 PM on 

Thursday.  It is advisable to call ahead before arriving.  Marion may also be contacted via the parish email or phone. 

The Daily Offices  Morning and Evening Prayer are held online Monday through Friday at 8:30 AM and 5 PM respectively. 

Intercessory Prayer List  Each person is prayed for at Morning and Evening Prayer.  Go online to add and update prayer requests.  

Remember to move that person to “Thanksgiving for Healing” if and when that becomes appropriate. 

TEDS Chapel  Every Wednesday morning at 10 AM, Father Andy leads a Chapel service in the church for the children of our day school. 

Handbell Choir Rehearsal  This Wednesday, from 6:45-7:45 PM in the church and continuing weekly. 

Adult Choir Rehearsal  Wednesdays from 8-9 PM in the church. Sunday call time for rehearsal is 9:30 AM before the 10 AM service. 

Women’s Bible Study  Every Thursday morning from 10 AM until 11:30 AM on Trinity’s online platform. Nancy Miller has been leading 

this dedicated group of women since the year 2000. 

Compline  Consider ending your day with the peaceful prayer office of Compline, Thursday nights at 8 PM online and Saturday nights 

during Advent at 8 PM in the church, and streamed online. 

12 Step Programs  Trinity is host to 3 recovery groups: Alcoholics Anonymous (AA) Open Speaker Meeting every Tuesday night at 8 PM 

(hybrid); DAA (Drug Addicts Anonymous), Thursday nights at 8 PM; and AA Women’s Open Step Meeting every Friday at 12 noon. 

“The Gospel of Luke”  The new liturgical year has begun and focuses on the Gospel according to St Luke each Sunday.  Our custom is 

to prepare by reading it in its entirety in one sitting.  This year, we shall watch Richard E. Grant narrate “The Gospel of Luke” (Lion 

Hudson, 2016) which uses the complete NIV translation as its script, word for word.  It is read aloud like a traditional story, but with 

cinematic images to evoke the biblical time and place.  “The Gospel of Luke” – Saturday, December 4 from 10 AM to 2 PM in Sherlock 

Hall.  It is 31⁄2 hours long; so there is a half-hour intermission with light lunch at noon.  Go online to sign up to watch “The Gospel of Luke” 
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What you need to know for the future ... 

ECS Sunday  Next week, December 5, Bishop Stokes and the Diocese of New Jersey invites congregations and individuals to take part 

in “ECS Sunday: Justice & Compassion.”  Episcopal Community Services of the Diocese of New Jersey (ECS-NJ) is a new initiative that 

focuses on proactively addressing human needs and relentlessly working against both social and racial injustice.  Last year, Mother Joan 

Mason (the chair of ECS-NJ) joined us and we raised money for ECS in lieu of Christmas flowers.  Next Sunday, we will pray for ECS and 

explore some of the ways we can become involved. 

Pajamas needed TEDS participates in the Scholastic Pajama Program. For every pair of pajamas donated, Scholastic Books donates a 

book to go with them. Pajamas and books are donated to Union County families in need. Needed are brand-new pajamas in all sizes 

from newborn to adult. Pajamas must be complete sets. Donations may be dropped off at the school or with Nancy Ditzel. The deadline 

is December 10. Thank you for your generosity. 

Contribute hats and gloves to St. John’s as winter sets in.  Please deliver to 310 West Clay Avenue, Roselle Park by Sat., December 11. 

Sandwich Sunday is on December 12 (a week earlier than normal), sign up here to provide necessary items and contact Marion (908-

451-4498/marionnechuta@yahoo.com) if you would like to assist with making the sandwiches on Saturday, December 11. 

Acolyte Training  Fr Andy will offer Acolyte training to all current and prospective acolytes on Sunday, December 12, after the 10 AM 

Eucharist.  We are excited to revive this ministry which so enriches our worship and the enlivens the faith of the children who participate 

in it.  Please help us to plan the training by signing up. 

Trinity’s New Nativity Set  Sunday, December 19, after the 10 AM Eucharist; help with the setup of the Nativity statues and creche along 

with festive greens is most welcome. 

Ushers are needed  We are short of ushers for the Christmas services (December 24 at 4:30pm and 10:30pm & December 26 at 9 AM).  

Please contact Linda Kurdilla (908-230-4951) if you are willing to assist an experienced usher. 

NexTrex Plastic Film Recycling Challenge  The challenge to collect 500 pounds of approved film plastics in 6 months began on October 

7; a Trex bench is awarded to the parish if the goal is attained.  255 lbs were collected in October and another 76 lbs so far in 

November.  Even considering a drop off in collections at the Conservation Center during the winter months, the goal looks attainable by 

the expected end in April 2022.  The Trinity Greening Committee registered Trinity Church as a participant; to facilitate the collection, 

plastic bins have been placed around the campus.  Contact Tom Kaercher of the Greening Committee at 908-757-9561. 

Trinity’s Advent and Christmas Magazine is available in the narthex and online, click here to read about these significant seasons and 

the list of services offered at Trinity. 

 

Lectionary & Liturgy 

On the first Sunday in Advent, the liturgy is concerned with our preparation for the return of Christ at the end of time.  The 

Gospel reading today is a portion of Jesus’ words concerning that time.  He tells us to see the events of history as signs of the 

approaching end and to recognize that end as the coming of our redemption. 

The Old Testament reading today from the prophet Jeremiah looks forward to the time when God will fulfill the promise of a 

successor to David.  The New Testament Christians understood the “righteous Branch” of David’s line to be our Lord Jesus Christ.  

The second reading is from Paul’s first Thessalonian letter.  His letters to that church were prompted by difficulties in that 

congregation due to their misunderstanding of the Lord’s promise to return.  In today’s reading, Paul encourages the Thessalonians 

to see their ministry and mutual love as the way to prepare for the Lord’s return. 

There is an “already, but not yet” aspect to the New Testament’s discussion of the Lord’s return.  God’s kingdom is not limited to 

a time in the far-off future; it began breaking into human history in Jesus’ death and resurrection.  The Lord comes to judge and to 

save in each moment in the life of his people.  Above all, he is revealed in our encounter with him in the Eucharistic meal. 

From The Rite Light: Reflections on the Sunday Readings and Seasons of the Church Year. © 2007 by Michael W. Merriman. Church Publishing Incorporated, NY. 
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† Cover art – “Armageddon: The Rider on the White Horse” illustrating Revelation 19:1-21. From the series ‘The Decree to 

Restore Jerusalem,’ featuring original pieces from Ruslan Vigovsky of Kiev, Ukraine that give a chronological history to the 

69 chapters of the Bible. 

† Prelude – One of the more mature and popular sacred cantatas by J.S. Bach (1685-1750), the text and its eschatological themes 

are well-suited to Advent; aka Sleepers Wake (“Awake, calls the voice to us”), it is based on a Lutheran hymn by Philipp 

Nicolai, first published in 1599. 

† Common Worship is a family of volumes which, together with the Book of Common Prayer, make up the official liturgical 

resource of the Church of England. Launched on the first Sunday of Advent in 2000, it represents the most recent stage of 

development of the Liturgical Movement within the Church and is the successor to the Alternative Service Book (ASB) of 

1980. It is an alternative to the Book of Common Prayer (BCP) of 1662, which remains officially the normative liturgy of the 

Church of England. It has been published as a series of books, rather than a single volume, offering a wider choice of forms of 

worship than any of its predecessors. 

† Celebrating Sunday is the first publication in the process to revise An Anglican Prayer Book 1989 (The Anglican Church of 

Southern Africa’s prayer book). Celebrating Sunday is a set of supplemental resources authorized for use with, alongside and 

in conjunction with APB 1989 during the ‘Core Seasons’ of the Church Year: Advent, Christmas and Epiphany, Lent and 

Eastertide. Celebrating Sunday does not provide resources for the rest of the year, nor does it provide any of the other resources 

found in APB 1989. 

† Gathering Hymn – Words: Latin, ca. 9th cent.; ver. Hymnal 1940.  Music: plainsong, Mode 1, Processionale, 15th cent. 

† Service Music – Dr. David Hurd (b. 1950) is a composer, concert organist, choral director and educator; he was a professor at 

General Theological Seminary for 28 years. He is presently the Director of Music at the Church of Saint Mary the Virgin in 

Times Square, NYC. 

† Plainsong Psalter –Editor and choral director James Litton was on the Standing Commission on Church Music, publishing 

the Hymnal 1982, and is a Fellow of the Royal School of Church Music, one of only 7 Americans to receive this honor.  –[© 

1988 Church Pension Fund] 

† Proclaiming Hymn – Words: Philipp Nicolai (1556-1608); tr. Carl P. Daw, Jr. (b. 1944). Music: melody Hans Sachs (1494-1576). 

“There seemed to me nothing more sweet, delightful and agreeable, than the contemplation of the noble, sublime doctrine of 

Eternal Life obtained through the Blood of Christ. This I allowed to dwell in my heart day and night, and searched the 

Scriptures as to what they revealed on this matter. Then I found myself, thank God! wonderfully well, comforted in heart, 

joyful in spirit, and truly content., so that with the Prophet David I can say to Him, ‘0 how great is Thy goodness, which Thou 

hast laid up for them that fear Thee.’”  P. Nicolai, 1598  

† Nicene Creed – Designed to contain “all the expansive language texts currently authorized” and almost identical to the version 

in the BCP. The omission of the words ‘and the Son’ (filioque) restores the Creed to the original agreed upon at the Fourth 

Ecumenical Council of Constantinople (381 CE). The addition was a later development used in the Western Church and 

without approval of a General Council.  

† Prayers of the People – Adapted from “Leading Intercessions: Prayers for Sundays, Holy Days and Festivals and for Special 

Services Years A, B & C” by Raymond Chapman. “Prayers reflect the Bible readings of the day, creating a more integrated 

act of worship. 

† Offertory Anthem – Words: George Herbert. “With some exceptions, the quaintness of his lyrics and the peculiarity of several 

of their metres have been against their adoption for congregational purposes.” –[William T. Brooke]  Music: Eric Harding 

Thiman (1900-1975) was an English composer, conductor and organist; by 1939 he was one of the leading non-conformist 

organists in England. 

† Communion Hymn – Words: Godfrey Thring (1823-1903).  Music: Gerald Near (b. 1942).  

† Communion Meditation – Words and Music: Jacques Berthier © 1998, Les Presses de Taizé, GIA Publications, Inc., agent. 

† Sending Hymn – Words: Charles Wesley (1707-1788). The content of the text and particularly the title are derived from 

Revelation 1:7, which tells of the Second Coming. In the 19th century it was considered one of the “Great Four Anglican 

Hymns” – of 52 hymnals from the Anglican Communion around the world, 51 of them included this hymn (also ‘All Praise to 

Thee, my God, this Night’, ‘Hark! The Herald Angels Sing’ and ‘Rock of Ages’).  Music: Augustine Arne (1710-1788). Most 

likely source an Irish concert song “Guardian angels, now protect me.” 
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Every week, Bishop Stokes offers a pastoral reflection on current news; events and people around the diocese; and the working of God in our lives. 

Dear People and Friends of the Diocese of New Jersey, 

And let the peace of Christ rule in your hearts, to which indeed you were called in the one body. And be thankful. Let the 

word of Christ dwell in you richly; teach and admonish one another in all wisdom; and with gratitude in your hearts sing 

psalms, hymns, and spiritual songs to God. – Colossians 3:15–16 

One of the things for which I am grateful is the view from my desk into the backyard of our residence in 

Trenton.  It’s a relatively large backyard, surrounded by tall trees.  The family room in which my desk is 

located has two large picture windows and the view from them into the backyard is often “picture perfect.” 

I love gazing through these windows when life is being renewed in Spring.  I love it when snow is on the 

ground and clings to the tree branches.  I love it in summer when the trees are full and green.  And of course, 

nature’s show is especially spectacular at this time of year, the Fall, as colors explode and leaves fall.  Yes, it 

is beautiful.  It stirs my soul.  Glorify the Lord, all you works of the Lord, Canticle 12 says (BCP, p. 88).  There is 

lots to glorify, lots to give thanks for. 

Still, as we continue to live under the oppression of a worldwide pandemic and continued angst and 

polarization in our nation, there is, for many, a general malaise defined as “a vague, unfocused feeling of 

mental uneasiness, lethargy, or discomfort.”  What should we do when we feel this way, especially as a 

holiday approaches with a traditional greeting telling us how we’re supposed to feel – happy? 

I would like to suggest that it is possible to be thankful even when we may not feel especially “happy.”  I 

recently visited my mother, who is in a nursing home in New York City suffering from advanced dementia.  

She no longer recognizes nor remembers me and this makes me sad.  And yet, I have the joy of reintroducing 

myself to her each time I visit and also of reintroducing her to herself.  I have an album of pictures for her on 

my smartphone which has photos of her as a child, a teenager, and as a young adult.  I have pictures of her 

parents, of her children, grandchildren and great grandchildren.  Each time I visit I have the privilege of 

telling her all about them. 

My mother loves music and was a fine pianist.  Her mother had been a concert violinist.  One of my mother’s 

favorite pieces to play was Claude Debussy’s Clair de Lune.  It’s a stunning piece of piano music which 

requires musical sensitivity to play well.  My mother used to play it well, dare I say, with passion.  In recent 

visits with my mother, I’ve been playing a recording of Debussy’s Clair de Lune on my phone for her.  As the 

piece unfolds, she “fingers” along as if playing it on the piano.  She hums the melody and gets every note.  

Sometimes I have noticed tears in her eyes. 

That piece of music (and others – we recently sang Handel’s Hallelujah Chorus together) live deep within her 

brain and within her soul.  When I am with my mother in these visits, I feel a mixture of deep joy and 

profound sadness.  I am also filled with deep thankfulness that I have an opportunity to return the gift of 

generous love that she had so generously bestowed on my brothers and me and many others throughout her 

life.  My mother has not had an easy life, but she has always had a generous and gracious heart.  In many 

ways, it is sad to see her as she is today, and yet, I can’t help feeling profound thankfulness.  Words from one 

of my favorite hymns come to mind: 

Ye saints who toil below, adore your heavenly King, And onward as ye go, some joyful anthem sing; 

Take what he gives and praise him still, Through good or ill, who ever lives. 

Hmm, maybe I’ll sing that with my mother the next time I visit her.  Perhaps, she’ll even sing along!   

Susan joins me in wishing you and yours a blessed Thanksgiving Day.   

Faithfully yours in Christ, Bishop Stokes 
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Return of the Common Cup 

Bishop Stokes has authorized all parishes in the Diocese of New Jersey to begin offering Communion in 

both kinds again.  You can read the Bishop’s complete communique here.  The Communion cup will be 

available at Trinity from today Sunday, November 28 at both the 8 AM and 10 AM services.  Please note 

that all persons may, but no person must, receive communion in both kinds to receive the full spiritual 

benefits of communion.  I recognize that many will choose to continue receiving bread alone, and I fully 

support you in that decision.   

Those who do choose to receive Communion in both kinds may be interested to note that the consensus 

of public health studies to date show that there is no documentable risk of COVID-19 transmission 

through the common cup.  Dr. Phil Lewis, the Co-Chair of The Diocese of New Jersey RRR Task Force 

has stated, “We need to remember that coronavirus is transmitted by the virus having contact with 

respiratory epithelium or surfaces which does not happen with oral contact with food, liquid or surfaces 

that have come in contact with food or liquid.”  

As Trinity begins again to offer the common cup, please take note that the method of reception known 

as intinction (dipping the wafer into the consecrated wine) will not be permitted at this time, and will 

be discouraged in the future.  Intinction is often assumed to be safer and more hygienic, but in reality it 

is the best way to contaminate the wine with germs.  Hands are a primary repository of infectious agents 

and intinction transfers pathogens from hands to wafer to wine.   

Trinity’s Eucharistic Ministers have been instructed to make the consecrated wine available to those 

who will take a sip from the chalice.  Please note that the chalice will be withheld from those who 

attempt to dip their wafer into the cup.  In addition, Eucharistic Ministers will sanitize their hands 

immediately before offering communion, and carefully wipe both the inside and outside edge of the cup 

with a purificator where a communicant’s mouth has made contact with the cup, rotating the cup after 

each person receives.  Whether you receive in one kind, or both, I look forward to worshipping with 

you this Sunday as we embark on the season of Advent.    

                                                –Father Andy 
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