Trinity Episcopal Church
Cranford, in the Diocese of New Jersey

Icon of the “Parable of the Mustard Seed” by Nicusor Dumitru

The Third Sunday After Pentecost
Rite I Holy Eucharist
June 13, 2021 at 8 AM
The Reverend Andrew David Kruger, Presider
Anthony Rafaniello, Director of Music and Organist
John Beier, Senior Warden & Sydney O‘Hagan, Junior Warden

The Sanctuary Candle burns, and the Altar Flowers are given, for the Glory of God
by Tom Kaercher and Susan Olszewski in thanksgiving for their 30th wedding anniversary on June 15

Welcome

Andy Kruger

The Presider processes, the bell is rung, and the people stand.

Acclamation
Presider
People

BCP 323

Blessed be God: Father, Son, and Holy Spirit.
And blessed be his kingdom, now and for ever. Amen

Collect for Purity

BCP 323

Let us pray together the collect for purity.
Almighty God, unto whom all hearts are open, all desires known, and from
whom no secrets are hid: Cleanse the thoughts of our hearts by the inspiration
of thy Holy Spirit, that we may perfectly love thee, and worthily magnify thy
holy Name; through Christ our Lord. Amen.

Kyrie
Presider
People
Presider

BCP 324
Kyrie eleison.
Christe eleison.
Kyrie eleison.

Collect of the Day

People

The Lord be with you.
And with thy spirit.

Presider

Let us pray.

Presider

BCP 178

Keep, O Lord, we beseech thee, thy household the Church in thy steadfast faith and
love, that by the help of thy grace we may proclaim thy truth with boldness, and
minister thy justice with compassion; for the sake of our Savior Jesus Christ, who
liveth and reigneth with thee and the Holy Spirit, one God, now and for ever. Amen.
The People are seated.
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First Reading
Reader

Ezekiel 17:22-24

A reading from the book of the prophet Ezekiel.

Thus says the Lord GOD: I myself will take a sprig from the lofty top of a cedar; I will
set it out. I will break off a tender one from the topmost of its young twigs; I myself
will plant it on a high and lofty mountain. On the mountain height of Israel I will
plant it, in order that it may produce boughs and bear fruit, and become
a noble cedar. Under it every kind of bird will live; in the shade of its branches will
nest winged creatures of every kind. All the trees of the field shall know that I am
the LORD. I bring low the high tree, I make high the low tree; I dry up the green tree
and make the dry tree flourish. I the LORD have spoken; I will accomplish it.
Reader
People

The Word of the Lord.
Thanks be to God.

Psalm 92:1-4,11-14

Bonum est confiteri

1. It is a good thing to give thanks to the Lord, *
and to sing praises to your Name, O Most High;
2. To tell of your loving-kindness early in the morning *
and of your faithfulness in the night season;
3. On the psaltery, and on the lyre, *
and to the melody of the harp.
4. For you have made me glad by your acts, O Lord; *
and I shout for joy because of the works of your hands.
11. The righteous shall flourish like a palm tree, *
and shall spread abroad like a cedar of Lebanon.
12. Those who are planted in the house of the Lord *
shall flourish in the courts of our God;
13. They shall still bear fruit in old age; *
they shall be green and succulent;
14. That they may show how upright the Lord is, *
my Rock, in whom there is no fault.
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BCP 720

Second Reading
Reader

2 Corinthians 5:6-17

A reading from St. Paul’s second letter to the Church in Corinth.

We are always confident; even though we know that while we are at home in the
body we are away from the Lord—for we walk by faith, not by sight. Yes, we do have
confidence, and we would rather be away from the body and at home with the Lord.
So whether we are at home or away, we make it our aim to please him. For all of us
must appear before the judgment seat of Christ, so that each may receive
recompense for what has been done in the body, whether good or evil. Therefore,
knowing the fear of the Lord, we try to persuade others; but we ourselves are well
known to God, and I hope that we are also well known to your consciences. We are
not commending ourselves to you again, but giving you an opportunity to boast
about us, so that you may be able to answer those who boast in outward
appearance and not in the heart. For if we are beside ourselves, it is for God; if we
are in our right mind, it is for you. For the love of Christ urges us on, because we
are convinced that one has died for all; therefore all have died. And he died for all,
so that those who live might live no longer for themselves, but for him who died and
was raised for them. From now on, therefore, we regard no one from a human point
of view; even though we once knew Christ from a human point of view, we know him
no longer in that way. So if anyone is in Christ, there is a new creation: everything
old has passed away; see, everything has become new!
Reader
People

The Word of the Lord.
Thanks be to God.

The People stand.

Gospel
Presider
People

Mark 4:26-34
The Holy Gospel of our Lord Jesus Christ according to St Mark.
Glory be to thee, O Lord.

Jesus said, “The kingdom of God is as if someone would scatter seed on the ground,
and would sleep and rise night and day, and the seed would sprout and grow, he
does not know how. The earth produces of itself, first the stalk, then the head, then
the full grain in the head. But when the grain is ripe, at once he goes in with his
sickle, because the harvest has come.”
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He also said, “With what can we compare the kingdom of God, or what parable will
we use for it? It is like a mustard seed, which, when sown upon the ground, is the
smallest of all the seeds on earth; yet when it is sown it grows up and becomes the
greatest of all shrubs, and puts forth large branches, so that the birds of the air can
make nests in its shade.”
With many such parables he spoke the word to them, as they were able to hear it;
he did not speak to them except in parables, but he explained everything in private
to his disciples.
Presider
People

The Gospel of the Lord.
Praise be to thee, O Christ.

Homily

Andrew Kruger

Nicene Creed

BCP 326

The People stand.

We believe in one God, the Father, the Almighty,
maker of heaven and earth, of all that is, seen and unseen.
We believe in one Lord, Jesus Christ, the only Son of God,
eternally begotten of the Father, God from God,
Light from Light, true God from true God,
begotten, not made, of one Being with the Father.
Through him all things were made.
For us and for our salvation he came down from heaven:
by the power of the Holy Spirit he became incarnate
from the Virgin Mary, and was made man.
For our sake he was crucified under Pontius Pilate;
he suffered death and was buried.
On the third day he rose again in accordance with the Scriptures;
he ascended into heaven
and is seated at the right hand of the Father.
He will come again in glory to judge the living and the dead,
and his kingdom will have no end.
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We believe in the Holy Spirit, the Lord, the giver of life,
who proceeds from the Father and the Son.
With the Father and the Son he is worshiped and glorified.
He has spoken through the Prophets.
We believe in one holy catholic and apostolic Church.
We acknowledge one baptism for the forgiveness of sins.
We look for the resurrection of the dead,
and the life of the world to come.
Amen.

Prayers of the People

BCP 328

Let us pray for the whole state of Christ’s Church and the world.
Almighty and everliving God, who in thy holy Word hast taught us to make prayers,
and supplications, and to give thanks for all humanity: Receive these our prayers
which we offer unto thy divine Majesty, beseeching thee to inspire continually the
Universal Church with the spirit of truth, unity, and concord; and grant that all
those who do confess thy holy Name may agree in the truth of thy holy Word, and
live in unity and godly love.
Give grace, O heavenly Father, to all bishops and other ministers especially Justin
the Archbishop of Canterbury, Michael the Presiding Bishop of the Episcopal
Church, William our Bishop, and Andy our Priest, that they may, both by their life
and doctrine, set forth thy true and lively Word, and rightly and duly administer thy
holy Sacraments. And to all thy people give thy heavenly grace, and especially to this
congregation here present; that, with meek heart and due reverence, they may hear
and receive thy holy Word, truly serving thee in holiness and righteousness all the
days of their life.
We beseech thee also so to rule the hearts of those who bear the authority of
government in this and every land especially Joseph our President, Philip our
governor and Kathleen the mayor of this town, that they may be led to wise
decisions and right actions for the welfare and peace of the world.
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Open, O Lord, the eyes of all people to behold thy gracious hand in all thy works,
that, rejoicing in thy whole creation, they may honor thee with their substance, and
be faithful stewards of thy bounty. And we most humbly beseech thee, of thy
goodness, O Lord, to comfort and succor all those who, in this transitory life, are in
trouble, sorrow, need, sickness, or any other adversity.
And we also bless thy holy Name for all thy servants departed this life in thy faith
and fear [especially…], beseeching thee to grant them continual growth in thy love and
service; and to grant us grace so to follow the good examples of all thy saints, that
with them we may be partakers of thy heavenly kingdom. Grant these our prayers,
O Father, for Jesus Christ’s sake, our only Mediator and Advocate. Amen.

Confession of Sin

BCP 331

Let us humbly confess our sins unto Almighty God.
The People kneel.

Most merciful God,
we confess that we have sinned against thee
in thought, word, and deed,
by what we have done, and by what we have left undone.
We have not loved thee with our whole heart;
we have not loved our neighbors as ourselves.
We are truly sorry and we humbly repent.
For the sake of thy Son Jesus Christ,
have mercy on us and forgive us;
that we may delight in thy will,
and walk in thy ways,
to the glory of thy Name. Amen.

Absolution

BCP 332

Almighty God, our heavenly Father, who of his great mercy hath promised
forgiveness of sins to all those who with hearty repentance and true faith turn unto
him, have mercy upon you, pardon and deliver you from all your sins, confirm and
strengthen you in all goodness, and bring you to everlasting life; through Jesus
Christ our Lord. Amen.
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Comfortable Words

BCP 332

Hear the Word of God to all who truly turn to him.
Come unto me, all ye that travail and are heavy laden, and I will refresh you.
Matthew 11:28

God so loved the world, that he gave his only-begotten Son, to the end that all that
believe in him should not perish, but have everlasting life. John 3:16
This is a true saying, and worthy of all men to be received, that Christ Jesus came
into the world to save sinners. 1 Timothy 1:15
If any man sin, we have an Advocate with the Father, Jesus Christ the righteous;
and he is the perfect offering for our sins, and not for ours only, but for the sins of
the whole world. 1 John 2:1-2

Peace

BCP 332

The People stand.
Presider
People

The peace of the Lord be always with you.
And with thy spirit.

The people make a reverent bow to one another as an expression of peace. No physical contact is permitted.

Announcements

Andrew Kruger

Offertory Sentence

BCP 343

Offer to God a sacrifice of thanksgiving,
and make good thy vows unto the Most High.
The Presider prepares the Holy Table, then the People stand
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Psalm 50:14

Eucharistic Prayer II
Presider
People
Presider
People
Presider
People

BCP 340

The Lord be with you.
And with thy spirit.
Lift up your hearts.
We lift them up unto the Lord.
Let us give thanks unto our Lord God.
It is meet and right so to do.

It is very meet, right, and our bounden duty, that we should at all times, and in all
places, give thanks unto thee, O Lord, holy Father, almighty, everlasting God.
Creator of the light and source of life, who hast made us in thine image, and called
us to new life in Jesus Christ our Lord.
Therefore with Angels and Archangels, and with all the company of heaven, we laud
and magnify thy glorious Name; evermore praising thee, and saying,
Holy, holy, holy, Lord God of Hosts:
Heaven and earth are full of thy glory.
Glory be to thee, O Lord Most High.
Blessed is he that cometh in the name of the Lord.
Hosanna in the highest.
All glory be to thee, O Lord our God, for that thou didst create heaven and earth,
and didst make us in thine own image; and, of thy tender mercy, didst give thine
only Son Jesus Christ to take our nature upon him, and to suffer death upon the
cross for our redemption. He made there a full and perfect sacrifice for the whole
world; and did institute, and in his holy Gospel command us to continue, a
perpetual memory of that his precious death and sacrifice, until his coming again.
For in the night in which he was betrayed,
he took bread; and when he had given thanks to thee,
he broke it, and gave it to his disciples, saying,
“Take, eat, this is my Body, which is given for you.
Do this in remembrance of me.”
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Likewise, after supper, he took the cup;
and when he had given thanks, he gave it to them, saying,
“Drink this, all of you; for this is my Blood of the New Covenant,
which is shed for you, and for many, for the remission of sins.
Do this, as oft as ye shall drink it, in remembrance of me.”
Wherefore, O Lord and heavenly Father, we thy people do celebrate and make, with
these thy holy gifts which we now offer unto thee, the memorial thy Son hath
commanded us to make; having in remembrance his blessed passion and precious
death, his mighty resurrection and glorious ascension; and looking for his coming
again with power and great glory.
And we most humbly beseech thee, O merciful Father, to hear us, and, with thy
Word and Holy Spirit, to bless and sanctify these gifts of bread and wine, that they
may be unto us the Body and Blood of thy dearly-beloved Son Jesus Christ. And we
earnestly desire thy fatherly goodness to accept this our sacrifice of praise and
thanksgiving, whereby we offer and present unto thee, O Lord, our selves, our souls
and bodies.
Grant, we beseech thee, that all who partake of this Holy Communion may worthily
receive the most precious Body and Blood of thy Son Jesus Christ, and be filled with
thy grace and heavenly benediction; and also that we and all thy whole Church may
be made one body with him, that he may dwell in us, and we in him; through the
same Jesus Christ our Lord;
By whom, and with whom, and in whom, in the unity of the Holy Ghost all honor
and glory be unto thee, O Father Almighty, world without end. AMEN.

Lord’s Prayer

BCP 336

And now, as our Savior Christ hath taught us, we are bold to say,
Our Father, who art in heaven, hallowed be thy Name, thy kingdom come, thy
will be done, on earth as it is in heaven. Give us this day our daily bread. And
forgive us our trespasses, as we forgive those who trespass against us. And
lead us not into temptation, but deliver us from evil. For thine is the
kingdom, and the power, and the glory, for ever and ever. Amen.
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Breaking the Bread

BCP 337

The Presider breaks the consecrated bread. A period of silence is observed, then the Presider says
Presider
People

Christ our Passover is sacrificed for us;
Therefore let us keep the feast.

Prayer of Humble Access

BCP 337

We do not presume to come to this thy Table, O merciful Lord, trusting in our
own righteousness, but in thy manifold and great mercies. We are not worthy
so much as to gather up the crumbs under thy Table. But thou art the same
Lord whose property is always to have mercy. Grant us therefore, gracious
Lord, so to eat the flesh of thy dear Son Jesus Christ, and to drink his blood,
that we may evermore dwell in him, and he in us. Amen.

Invitation
Presider
People

BCP 338

The Gifts of God:
for the People of God.

Post Communion Prayer
Presider

BCP 339

Let us pray.

Almighty and everliving God, we most heartily thank thee for that thou dost
feed us, in these holy mysteries, with the spiritual food of the most precious
Body and Blood of thy Son our Savior Jesus Christ; and dost assure us thereby
of thy favor and goodness towards us; and that we are very members
incorporate in the mystical body of thy Son, the blessed company of all
faithful people; and are also heirs, through hope, of thy everlasting kingdom.
And we humbly beseech thee, O heavenly Father, so to assist us with thy
grace, that we may continue in that holy fellowship, and do all such good
works as thou hast prepared for us to walk in; through Jesus Christ our Lord,
to whom with thee and the Holy Ghost, be all honor and glory, world without
end. Amen.

11

Blessing

BCP 339

The peace of God, which passeth all understanding, keep your hearts and minds in
the knowledge and love of God, and of his Son Jesus Christ our Lord; and the
blessing of God Almighty, the Father, the Son, and the Holy Ghost, be amongst you,
and remain with you always. Amen.

Dismissal
Presider
People

BCP 340
Go in peace to love and serve the Lord.
Thanks be to God.

What you need to know today …
The Outreach Committee meets on Trinity’s online platform immediately after this service at
11:30 AM.
Game Night Confirmation Class vs. Sunday School Today from 5 PM to 6:30 PM under the
tents. Games for all ages; which team will win the most? Attendees should wear a mask if not
vaccinated. Everyone should bring a chair; some refreshments will be available. Sunday School
age children should be accompanied by a parent or guardian.
Trinity’s “Baby Zoomers” Piper Ferriter and Patrick Milas share stories about daughter Maeve’s
progress during the pandemic in an update to the 150th Anniversary Committee’s Remembrances
and Recollections section on the Trinity website.
New Pandemic Protocols from the Diocese The Diocese of New Jersey’s Task Force for Reentering, Re-opening, and Re-imagining released new guidelines for parishes on Friday, May 28;
you may read the entire report here. Trinity’s Re-entering, Re-opening, and Re-imagining (RRR)
Committee met on Wednesday, June 2 to determine the implementation of the new protocols:
• Those who are fully vaccinated are not required to wear masks, indoors or out.
• Any individual may choose to wear a mask at any time, and should not be questioned
about their reasons for doing so.
• Any individual who is not fully vaccinated (two weeks or more after the final
recommended dose in their vaccine series) must wear a mask at any gathering of the
congregation or on church property, whether indoors or outside.
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• Physically distanced seating will be maintained in the church building until at least the
end of June and then be reassessed.
• Sign up for in-person services will continue for the month of June and then be reassessed
in July.
• Encourage all who can be vaccinated to get vaccinated to care for the whole Body of
Christ and for the whole human community.
Altar Flowers and Sanctuary Candle Each week both are available for personal attribution, to
remember loved ones, to honor others, to celebrate lives. Email the parish office with any
questions as to the process. Please note, the deadline is 4 PM Wednesday before the Sunday
being requested; remember that there can be multiple attributions each week.
The Parish Office Marion Nechuta is in the office on Thursday afternoons to field phone calls
only, no in-person contact is permitted. Marion may be contacted via the parish email or her
cell (908-451-4498) during the rest of the week from 2:30 PM to 5 PM.
Holding a meeting under the TEDS tents? Please call Marion Nechuta (908-451-4498) or email
the parish office to reserve a space.
Transportation to Church on Sunday Do you need a lift to Church, or would you like to offer a
lift to Church? Cheryl Pantina (908-623-7046) is coordinating lifts, please contact her too make
arrangements.

What you need to know this week …
The Daily Offices Morning and Evening Prayer are held online Monday through Friday at 8:30
AM and 5 PM respectively.
Intercessory Prayer List Each person on the list is prayed for at Morning Prayer and Evening
Prayer. You are encouraged to add and update your prayer requests; please click on this link.
Please remember to move the person you are praying for to the “Thanksgiving for Healing”
section if and when that becomes appropriate.
Trinity Women’s Group meets on the second Monday of the month from 7 PM to 8 PM online.
All women of the parish are invited to explore the scriptures together. The next meeting is
tomorrow, June 14.
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Women’s Bible Study Thursdays from 10 AM to 11:30 AM via Trinity’s online platform. Leader
Nancy Miller and the group have begun an examination of Jesus’s appearances after his
resurrection.
Compline Consider ending your day with the peaceful prayer office of Compline, Thursday
nights at 8 PM on Trinity’s online platform.
Ring the tower bells This Saturday, June 19 at 11 AM. Juneteenth is an annual holiday
observing the end of slavery in the United States. The day commemorates June 19, 1865 when
news of emancipation reached Galveston, Texas, confirming the freedom of the last remaining
slaves in the deepest parts of the South. In the spirit of remembrance and celebration, religious
institutions and community members across Cranford will recognize this day by sounding their
bells in unison. One volunteer from our parish would be needed; please contact the parish
office.
Contribute to St. John’s Pantry, click here to view the suggested list of items. Please deliver to
310 West Clay Avenue, Roselle Park by the Saturday before Sandwich Sunday (Saturday, June
19).

What you need to know for the future …
Sandwich Sunday is next Sunday, June 20, sign up here to provide necessary items and contact
Marion (908-451-4498 ) if you would like to assist with making the sandwiches on Saturday,
June 19.
The Food Collection for St. Joseph’s Social Service continues, please drop off items to Marion
Nechuta’s home (310 W. Clay Ave., Roselle Park). Click here for more details.
Trinity Men’s Group meets on the first Saturday of the month from 8 AM to 9 AM online. All
men of the parish are invited to explore the scriptures together. Earlier this month, the
discussion centered on the book of the prophet Isaiah.
Parish Pledges The parish leadership is so grateful for your faithfulness. Please continue to mail
pledges — labeled “To Financial Secretary” — to Trinity Church, 205 North Avenue East,
Cranford, NJ 07016.
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Lectionary & Liturgy
Today’s Gospel reading is a series of brief parables in which Jesus describes the Kingdom of
God. The primary image is of something that seems small and weak, but which through God
grows into the greatest of its kind. Thus, until the appearance of Jesus, God’s plan was unknown
and hidden. But now in Jesus’ ministry it is revealed as the rule of God over the entire universe.
The first reading, from Ezekiel, gives us an image similar to that of the mustard seed used by
Jesus. Here the coming kingdom of God is likened to a tender sprig from a tree which God
plants. It grows into a mighty and noble tree which gives shelter to all. Earthly kingdoms will
ultimately be dried up by God and replaced by God’s reign over all. Today’s reading from II
Corinthians discusses the temporary and incomplete nature of our life in this world. Our
ultimate life is in the Kingdom of God where everything and everyone in Christ is a new
creation. In the meantime, we are to live as though we were already in that Kingdom.
For a brief time, in the Eucharist, we have a foretaste of God’s Kingdom, and we live in the
presence of Christ as redeemed people. Not yet consummated, the Kingdom is, for a moment,
revealed. It is likewise revealed whenever we, in obedience to our Lord, minister in his name to
others, especially to the poor and the sick and the oppressed.
From The Rite Light: Reflections on the Sunday Readings and Seasons of the Church Year.
© 2007 Michael W. Merriman. Church Publishing Inc., NY.

———

Trinity Episcopal Church
205 North Avenue, East, Cranford NJ 07016
Phone: 908–276–4047 TrinityCranford@gmail.com – TrinityCranford.org
The Rev. Andrew David Kruger,
Rector of the Parish Trinity Episcopal Church in the Diocese of New Jersey
Personal Cell: (609) 933-5227 – Email: fr.andrew.kruger@gmail.com
Rector’s Sabbath: Father Andy takes his Sabbath on Mondays
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Worship Schedule for the Summer
Sunday June 13 — Third Sunday after Pentecost
8 AM in-person Rite I Eucharist
10 AM online Rite II Service of the Word with Spiritual Communion
Sunday, June 20 — Fourth Sunday after Pentecost
8 AM in-person Rite I Eucharist
10 AM online Rite II Service of the Word with Spiritual Communion
Sunday, June 27 — Fifth Sunday after Pentecost
8 AM in-person Rite I Eucharist
10 AM online Rite II Service of the Word with Spiritual Communion
Sunday, July 4 — Sixth Sunday after Pentecost
9 AM in-person Rite II Eucharist, streamed online
Sunday, July 11 — Seventh Sunday after Pentecost
9 AM in-person outdoor Rite II Eucharist
Sunday, July 18 — Eighth Sunday after Pentecost
9 AM in-person Rite II Eucharist, streamed online
Sunday, July 25 — Ninth Sunday after Pentecost
9 AM in-person Rite II Eucharist, streamed online
Sunday, August 1 — Tenth Sunday after Pentecost
9 AM in-person Rite II Eucharist, streamed online
Sunday, August 8 — Eleventh Sunday after Pentecost
9 AM in-person outdoor Rite II Eucharist
Sunday, August 15 — Twelfth Sunday after Pentecost
9 AM in-person Rite II Eucharist, streamed online
Sunday, August 22 — Thirteenth Sunday after Pentecost
9 AM in-person Rite II Eucharist, streamed online
Sunday, August 29 — Fourteenth Sunday after Pentecost
9 AM in-person Rite II Eucharist, streamed online
Sunday, September 5 — Fifteenth Sunday after Pentecost
9 AM in-person Rite II Eucharist, streamed online
Sunday, September 12 — Sixteenth Sunday after Pentecost (Round Up Sunday)
10 AM in-person outdoor Rite II Eucharist with Picnic after the Service
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