Trinity Episcopal Church
Cranford, in the Diocese of New Jersey

Dura Europos Baptistry — Good Shepherd Fresco

The Fourth Sunday of Easter
Rite II Holy Eucharist
with the Baptism of Aurora Tsiolas

April 25, 2021 at 8 AM
The Reverend Andrew David Kruger, Presider
John Beier, Senior Warden & Sydney O‘Hagan, Junior Warden

The Sanctuary Candle burns, and the Altar Flowers are given, for the Glory of God and in loving memory of Altheda Chimento
and in thanksgiving for the 17th wedding anniversary of Stephanie and Jim Willix

The bell is rung and the people stand.

Gathering Sentences
Presider
People
Presider
People
Presider
People
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Alleluia. Christ is risen.
The Lord is risen indeed. Alleluia.
There is one Body and one Spirit;
There is one hope in God’s call to us;
One Lord, one Faith, one Baptism;
One God and Father of all.

Gloria

BCP 356
Glory to God in the highest,
and peace to his people on earth.
Lord God, heavenly King,
almighty God and Father,
we worship you, we give you thanks,
we praise you for your glory.
Lord Jesus Christ, only Son of the Father,
Lord God, Lamb of God,
you take away the sin of the world:
have mercy on us;
you are seated at the right hand of the Father:
receive our prayer.
For you alone are the Holy One,
you alone are the Lord,
you alone are the Most High,
Jesus Christ, with the Holy Spirit,
in the glory of God the Father.
Amen.

Collect of the Day
Presider
People
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The Lord be with you.
And also with you.
2

Presider

Let us pray.
O God, whose Son Jesus is the good shepherd of your people;
Grant that when we hear his voice
we may know him who calls us each by name,
and follow where he leads; who, with you and the Holy Spirit,
lives and reigns, one God, for ever and ever. Amen.

The people are seated.

First Reading
Reader

Acts 4:5-12

A reading from the Acts of the Apostles.

The next day their rulers, elders, and scribes assembled in Jerusalem, with Annas
the high priest, Caiaphas, John, and Alexander, and all who were of the highpriestly family. When they had made the prisoners stand in their midst, they
inquired, ‘By what power or by what name did you do this?’ Then Peter, filled with
the Holy Spirit, said to them, ‘Rulers of the people and elders, if we are questioned
today because of a good deed done to someone who was sick and are asked how this
man has been healed, let it be known to all of you, and to all the people of Israel,
that this man is standing before you in good health by the name of Jesus Christ of
Nazareth, whom you crucified, whom God raised from the dead. This Jesus is
“the stone that was rejected by you, the builders;
it has become the cornerstone.”
There is salvation in no one else, for there is no other name under heaven given
among mortals by which we must be saved.’
Reader
People

Psalm 23

The Word of the Lord.
Thanks be to God.
Dominus regit me
1. The Lord is my shepherd; *
I shall not be in want.
2. He makes me lie down in green pastures *
and leads me beside still waters.
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3. He revives my soul *
and guides me along right pathways for his Name’s sake.
4. Though I walk through the valley of the shadow of death,
I shall fear no evil; *
for you are with me;
your rod and your staff, they comfort me.
5. You spread a table before me
in the presence of those who trouble me; *
you have anointed my head with oil,
and my cup is running over.
6. Surely your goodness and mercy
shall follow me all the days of my life, *
and I will dwell in the house of the Lord for ever.

Second Reading
Reader

1 John 3:16-24

A reading from the first letter of John.

We know love by this, that he laid down his life for us—and we ought to lay down
our lives for one another. How does God’s love abide in anyone who has the world’s
goods and sees a brother or sister in need and yet refuses help?
Little children, let us love, not in word or speech, but in truth and action. And by
this we will know that we are from the truth and will reassure our hearts before him
whenever our hearts condemn us; for God is greater than our hearts, and he knows
everything. Beloved, if our hearts do not condemn us, we have boldness before God;
and we receive from him whatever we ask, because we obey his commandments and
do what pleases him.
And this is his commandment, that we should believe in the name of his Son Jesus
Christ and love one another, just as he has commanded us. All who obey his
commandments abide in him, and he abides in them. And by this we know that he
abides in us, by the Spirit that he has given us.
Reader
People

The Word of the Lord.
Thanks be to God.
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The People stand.

Gospel
Presider
People

John 10:11-18
The Holy Gospel of our Lord Jesus Christ according to St. John.
Glory to you, Lord Christ.

‘I am the good shepherd. The good shepherd lays down his life for the sheep. The
hired hand, who is not the shepherd and does not own the sheep, sees the wolf
coming and leaves the sheep and runs away—and the wolf snatches them and
scatters them. The hired hand runs away because a hired hand does not care for
the sheep.
I am the good shepherd. I know my own and my own know me, just as the Father
knows me and I know the Father. And I lay down my life for the sheep. I have other
sheep that do not belong to this fold. I must bring them also, and they will listen to
my voice. So there will be one flock, one shepherd.
For this reason the Father loves me, because I lay down my life in order to take it up
again. No one takes it from me, but I lay it down of my own accord. I have power to
lay it down, and I have power to take it up again. I have received this command
from my Father.’
Presider
People

The Gospel of the Lord.
Praise to you, Lord Christ.

Homily

Andy Kruger

The People are seated.

Presentation and Examination of the Candidates
The Presider says

The Candidate for Holy Baptism will now be presented.
Sponsor

I present Aurora to receive the Sacrament of Baptism.

5

BCP 301

The Presider addresses the Parents, Sponsors and Godparents
Presider

Will you be responsible for seeing that the child you present
is brought up in the Christian faith and life?

Parents & Sponsor
Presider

I will, with God’s help.

Will you by your prayers and witness help this child
to grow into the full stature of Christ?

Parents & Sponsor

I will, with God’s help.

Renunciation and Allegiance
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The Presider addresses the Candidate, Parents and Sponsor.
Question
Answer
Question
Answer
Question
Answer
Question
Answer
Question
Answer
Question
Answer

Do you renounce Satan and all the spiritual forces of wickedness
that rebel against God?
I renounce them.
Do you renounce the evil powers of this world which corrupt and destroy
the creatures of God?
I renounce them.
Do you renounce all sinful desires that draw you from the love of God?
I renounce them.
Do you turn to Jesus Christ and accept him as your Savior?
I do.
Do you put your whole trust in his grace and love?
I do.
Do you promise to follow and obey him as your Lord?
I do.
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The Presider addresses the Assembly
Presider
People
Presider

Will you who witness these vows do all in your power
to support Aurora in her life in Christ?
We will.
Let us join with those who are committing themselves to Christ
and renew our own baptismal covenant.

Baptismal Covenant
Presider
People

Presider
People

Presider
People

Presider
People
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Do you believe in God the Father?
I believe in God, the Father almighty,
creator of heaven and earth.
Do you believe in Jesus Christ, the Son of God?
I believe inJesus Christ, his only Son, our Lord.
He was conceived by the power of the Holy Spirit
and born of the Virgin Mary.
He suffered under Pontius Pilate,
was crucified, died, and was buried.
He descended to the dead.
On the third day he rose again.
He ascended into heaven,
and is seated at the right hand of the Father.
He will come again to judge the living and the dead.
Do you believe in God the Holy Spirit?
I believe in the Holy Spirit,
the holy catholic Church,
the communion of saints,
the forgiveness of sins,
the resurrection of the body,
and the life everlasting.
Will you continue in the apostles’ teaching and fellowship,
in the breaking of bread, and in the prayers?
I will, with God's help.
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Presider
People
Presider
People
Presider
People
Presider
People

Will you persevere in resisting evil, and, whenever you fall into sin,
repent and return to the Lord?
I will, with God’s help.
Will you proclaim by word and example the Good News of God in Christ?
I will, with God’s help.
Will you seek and serve Christ in all persons,
loving your neighbor as your self?
I will, with God’s help.
Will you strive for justice and peace among all people,
and respect the dignity of every human being?
I will, with God’s help.

Prayers for the Candidate
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The Presider says

Let us now pray for Aurora who is to receive the Sacrament of new birth.
The Intercessor says

Deliver Aurora, O Lord, from the way of sin and death.
Lord have mercy: Christ have mercy.
Open her heart to your grace and truth.
Lord have mercy: Christ have mercy.
Fill her with your holy and life-giving Spirit.
Lord have mercy: Christ have mercy.
Keep her in the faith and communion of your holy Church.
Lord have mercy: Christ have mercy.
Teach her to love others in the power of the Spirit.
Lord have mercy: Christ have mercy.
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Send her into the world in witness to your love.
Lord have mercy: Christ have mercy.
Bring her to the fullness of your peace and glory.
Lord have mercy: Christ have mercy.
The Presider concludes

Grant, O Lord, that all who are baptized into the death of Jesus Christ your Son
may live in the power of his resurrection and look for him to come again in glory;
who lives and reigns now and forever. Amen.

Thanksgiving over the Water
Presider
People
Presider
People
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The Lord be with you.
And also with you.
Let us give thanks to the Lord our God.
It is right to give God thanks and praise.

The Presider continues

We thank you, Almighty God, for the gift of water. Over it the Holy Spirit moved in
the beginning of creation. Through it you led the children of Israel out of their
bondage in Egypt into the land of promise. In it your Son Jesus received the
baptism of John and was anointed by the Holy Spirit as the Messiah, the Christ, to
lead us, through his death and resurrection, from the bondage of sin into everlasting
life.
We thank you, Father, for the water of Baptism. In it we are buried with Christ in
his death. By it we share in his resurrection. Through it we are reborn by the Holy
Spirit. Therefore in joyful obedience to your Son, we bring into his fellowship those
who come to him in faith, baptizing them in the Name of the Father, and of the Son,
and of the Holy Spirit.
Now sanctify this water, we pray you, by the power of your Holy Spirit, that those
who here are cleansed from sin and born again may continue for ever in the risen
life of Jesus Christ our Savior. To him, to you, and to the Holy Spirit, be all honor
and glory, now and for ever. Amen.
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The Baptism
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The candidate is presented by name to the Presider, who then immerses, or pours water upon, the candidate,
saying

Aurora, I baptize you in the Name of the Father, and of the Son, and of the Holy
Spirit. Amen.
Then the Presider places a hand on the Aurora’s head, marking on the forehead the sign of the cross using
Chrism and saying

Aurora, you are sealed by the Holy Spirit in Baptism and marked as Christ’s own for
ever. Amen.
When this action has been completed, the Presider prays over Aurora, saying

Let us pray.
Heavenly Father, we thank you that by water and the Holy Spirit you have bestowed
upon your servant the forgiveness of sin, and have raised her to the new life of
grace. Sustain her, O Lord, in your Holy Spirit. Give her an inquiring and
discerning heart, the courage to will and to persevere, a spirit to know and to love
you, and the gift of joy and wonder in all your works. Amen.
Then the Presider addresses the assembly

Let us welcome the newly baptized.
We receive you into the household of God.
Confess the faith of Christ crucified,
proclaim his resurrection,
and share with us in his eternal priesthood.

Peace
Presider
People
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The peace of the Lord be always with you.
And also with you.

The people make a reverent bow to one another as an expression of peace. No physical contact is permitted.
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Announcements

Andrew Kruger

Offertory Sentence
Yours, O Lord, is the greatness, the power, the glory, the victory, and the majesty.
For everything in heaven and on earth is yours. Yours, O Lord, is the kingdom,
and you are exalted as head over all.
1 Chronicles 29:11
The Presider prepares the Holy Table, then the People stand.

Eucharistic Prayer A
Presider
People
Presider
People
Presider
People

BCP 361

The Lord be with you.
And also with you.
Lift up your hearts.
We lift them up unto the Lord.
Let us give thanks to the Lord our God.
It is right to give God thanks and praise.

It is right, and a good and joyful thing, always and everywhere to give thanks to you,
Father Almighty, Creator of heaven and earth.
Because in Jesus Christ our Lord you have received us as your sons and daughters,
made us citizens of your kingdom, and given us the Holy Spirit to guide us into all
truth.
Therefore we praise you, joining our voices with Angels and Archangels and with all
the company of heaven, who for ever sing this hymn to proclaim the glory of your
Name:
Holy, Holy, Holy Lord, God of power and might,
heaven and earth are full of your glory.
Hosanna in the highest.
Blessed is he who comes in the name of the Lord.
Hosanna in the highest.
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Holy and gracious Father: In your infinite love you made us for yourself, and, when
we had fallen into sin and become subject to evil and death, you, in your mercy,
sent Jesus Christ, your only and eternal Son, to share our human nature, to live
and die as one of us, to reconcile us to you, the God and Father of all.
He stretched out his arms upon the cross, and offered himself, in obedience to your
will, a perfect sacrifice for the whole world.
On the night he was handed over to suffering and death,
our Lord Jesus Christ took bread; and when he had given thanks to you,
he broke it, and gave it to his disciples, and said,
“Take, eat: This is my Body, which is given for you.
Do this for the remembrance of me.”
After supper he took the cup of wine; and when he had given thanks,
he gave it to them, and said,
“Drink this, all of you: This is my Blood of the new Covenant,
which is shed for you and for many for the forgiveness of sins.
Whenever you drink it, do this for the remembrance of me.”
Therefore we proclaim the mystery of faith:
Christ has died.
Christ is risen.
Christ will come again.
We celebrate the memorial of our redemption, O Father, in this sacrifice of praise
and thanksgiving. Recalling his death, resurrection, and ascension, we offer you
these gifts. Sanctify them by your Holy Spirit to be for your people the Body and
Blood of your Son, the holy food and drink of new and unending life in him. Sanctify
us also that we may faithfully receive this holy Sacrament, and serve you in unity,
constancy, and peace; and at the last day bring us with all your saints into the joy
of your eternal kingdom.
All this we ask through your Son Jesus Christ: By him, and with him, and in him, in
the unity of the Holy Spirit all honor and glory is yours, Almighty Father, now and
for ever. Amen.
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The Lord’s Prayer
Presider

BCP 363

As our Savior Christ has taught us, we now say,
Our Father in heaven, hallowed be your Name,
your kingdom come, your will be done,
on earth as in heaven.
Give us today our daily bread.
Forgive us our sins as we forgive those who sin against us.
Save us from the time of trial, and deliver us from evil.
For the kingdom, the power, and the glory are yours,
now and for ever. Amen.

Breaking the Bread

BCP 364

The Presider breaks the consecrated bread. A period of silence is observed, then the Presider says
Presider
People

Alleluia. Christ our Passover is sacrificed for us;
Therefore let us keep the feast. Alleluia.

Invitation
Presider
People

BCP 364

The Gifts of God:
for the People of God.

Protocol for the Reception of Communion Bread
✠ The people, starting from the pews closest to the sanctuary, are invited by the usher to receive
Communion.
✠ Each Communicant must first sanitize their hands before proceeding to the Presider with hands
cupped, the non-dominant hand on top, to receive the Bread.
✠ The Presider gives the Bread to each person saying: ‘The Body of Christ.’ The recipient replies:
‘Amen’.
✠ After receiving the Bread, the communicant moves a short distance toward the right or left crossing
door, removes their mask and consumes the Bread.
✠ After consuming the Bread the communicant may place their gift in the retiring offertory bowls
stationed at each crossing door.
✠ The communicant then departs through the crossing door.
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What you need to know today …
Support for children at risk This is the last day for donations. AIDS Resource Foundation for
Children supports children at risk and the Outreach Committee is supporting its efforts. More
information is available at aidsresource.org. Please make a check payable to Trinity Episcopal
Church, write AIDS Resource Foundation in the memo line, and mail it to the office. Thank you
for your generosity!
The Parish Office Marion Nechuta is in the office on Thursday afternoons to field phone calls
only, no in-person contact is permitted at this time. Marion may be contacted via the parish
email or her cell (908-451-4498) during the rest of the week from 2:30 PM to 5 PM.
Altar Flowers and Sanctuary Candle Each week both are available for personal attribution, to
remember loved ones, to honor others, to celebrate lives. Email the parish office with any
questions as to the process.
Parish Pledges Statements have been delivered or mailed to you. Please contact Financial
Secretary Sarah Gregory (908-347-6498 or quanset19@gmail.com) if you have any questions.
The parish leadership is so grateful for your continued faithfulness. Please continue to mail
pledges — labeled “To Financial Secretary” — to Trinity Church, 205 North Avenue East,
Cranford, NJ 07016.
Intercessory Prayer List Each person on the list is prayed for at Morning Prayer and Evening
Prayer. You are encouraged to add and update your prayer requests; please click on this link.
Please remember to move the person you are praying for to the “Thanksgiving for Healing”
section if and when that becomes appropriate.

What you need to know this week …
The Daily Offices Morning and Evening Prayer are held online Monday through Friday at 8:30
AM and 5 PM respectively.
Trinity Handbell Choir rehearsal is every Wednesday at 6:30 PM in-person Do you love the
sound of the handbells and chimes? Do you think it’s impossible for you to do? Let our music
director help you find your inner rhythm. Click here for more information and to sign-up, visit
Tr i n i t y C r a n f o r d . o r g a n d c l i c k M u s i c , o r c o n t a c t A n t h o n y R a f a n i e l l o
(anthonyrafaniello@gmail.com) if you have any questions.
Trinity Virtual Choir rehearsal is every Wednesday at 8 PM online Anyone who enjoys music
should consider participating, even without the ability to read music. Click here for more
information and to sign-up, visit TrinityCranford.org and click Music, or contact Anthony
Rafaniello (anthonyrafaniello@gmail.com) if you would like to participate or if you have any
questions.
Women’s Bible Study Thursdays from 10 AM to 11:30 AM via Trinity’s online platform.
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Mystagogia is the period when believers contemplate the Church’s life and sacraments. As part
of the Year of Eucharist, this Easter/Paschal season the 150th Liturgical Committee is offering an
online adult education class delving into the mysteries of the Eucharist. The class takes the form
of an instructed Eucharist followed by discussion time. Click here to view the most recent
Mystagogia class on the Trinity website. The next class will be announced.
Compline Consider ending your day with the peaceful prayer office of Compline, Thursday
nights at 8 PM via Trinity’s online platform.
Trinity Men’s Group meets on the first Saturday of the month from 8 AM to 9 AM online. All
men of the parish are invited to explore the scriptures together. Last week, the discussion
centered on the book of the prophet Isaiah. The group’s next meeting is May 1.
Calling all graduates Register for this year’s Baccalaureate celebration with Bishop Stokes,
featuring the presentation of scholarships, a virtual parade of graduates, and more!

What you need to know for the future …
Sunday School Class is held every week during the 10 AM service, currently it is under the tents
on the Hamilton Street side of the church (in front of TEDS), weather permitting. Arrive by 9:50
AM in order for the class to start on time.
Baptisms During the Easter Season The sacrament of baptism is being offered at the Great
Easter Vigil and on Sundays during the season of Easter at the 8 AM in-person and physicallydistanced service. Please pray for the candidates, their parents, and sponsors as they prepare for
the sacrament of baptism. Below are the names of the catechumens in order of their date for
baptism.
Fifth Sunday of Easter, May 2 (Lilianna Ilich)
†
Last Sunday of Easter, May 16 (Wesley Ditzel IV)
†
Day of Pentecost, May 23 (Matias Juarez)
†
Saint John’s Episcopal Church in Elizabeth is our sister parish. Their Pantry is getting bare.
Please help in stocking it; click here for more details about the items needed and deliver them to
Marion Nechuta at 310 W. Clay Avenue, Roselle Park.
Food Supplies for St. Joseph’s Social Service Center Change of drop-off location: Bring
supplies to Marion Nechuta at 310 W. Clay Avenue, Roselle Park and leave them on her front
porch by Friday, May 7. Click here for a list of appropriate items.
Trinity Women’s Group meets on the second Monday of the month from 7 PM to 8 PM online.
All women of the parish are invited to explore the scriptures together. The next meeting is May
10.
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Children’s Service On the third Sunday of the month, the 10 AM online Service of the Word
with Spiritual Communion is directed towards the family with increased participation from our
younger members, thus, there is no Sunday school.

A Statement from the Bishop of New Jersey
on the Guilty Verdict in the Derek Chauvin Murder Trial
It appears that justice has been done in the decision of a jury to find former Police Officer Derek
Chauvin guilty of all three counts with which he was charged. He is a convicted felon, guilty of
the murder of George Floyd. As a nation, we can find some satisfaction that our system worked
in this instance. Nonetheless, we must all recognize that we are a long way from having a just
society. There is much work still in front of us. The verdict today does not bring George Floyd
back to life. His family and community will continue to suffer the deep pain of loss. Moreover,
the verdict does not make up for the times, too numerous to count, when justice has not been
done for Black and Brown people in this country. Consider Daunte Wright, Michael Brown, Eric
Garner, Rayshard Brooks, Breonna Taylor, Atatiana Jefferson, Elijah McClain, Tamir Rice. The
verdict today does not cleanse this nation of the systemic racism and White Supremacy that is so
deeply embedded in our nation’s history and on-going life, a fact which continues to make life
miserable and dangerous for a significant portion of our citizenry who suffer from injustice each
and every day.
The stated mission of the Church, indeed God’s mission, is “to restore all people to unity with
God and one another in Christ” (Book of Common Prayer, p. 855). The jury decision in the
Derek Chauvin case offers us a unique opportunity as a church to engage in God’s work of
justice and healing. I pray that we will all commit ourselves to this sacred work and pledge
ourselves to strive for justice and peace among all people as our baptismal promises command
us to do.
O God, you have bound us together in a common life.
Help us, in the midst of our struggles for justice and truth,
to confront one another without hatred or bitterness,
and to work together with mutual forbearance and respect;
through Jesus Christ our Lord. Amen.

———

Trinity Episcopal Church
205 North Avenue, East, Cranford NJ 07016
Phone: 908–276–4047 TrinityCranford@gmail.com – TrinityCranford.org
The Rev. Andrew David Kruger,
Rector of the Parish Trinity Episcopal Church in the Diocese of New Jersey
Personal Cell: (609) 933-5227 – Email: fr.andrew.kruger@gmail.com
Rector’s Sabbath: Father Andy takes his Sabbath on Mondays
16

