Trinity Episcopal Church
Cranford, in the Diocese of New Jersey

Illustration from the Menologion of Basil II of Philip and the Ethiopian eunuch.

The Fifth Sunday of Easter
Rite II Holy Eucharist
with the Baptism of Lilianna Ilich

May 2, 2021 at 8 AM
The Reverend Andrew David Kruger, Presider
John Beier, Senior Warden & Sydney O‘Hagan, Junior Warden

The Sanctuary Candle burns for the Glory of God and in loving memory of Marie Pecoraro,
from her daughter Dianne Pecoraro, and grandchildren Sal and Danielle Brown

The bell is rung and the people stand.

Gathering Sentences
Presider
People
Presider
People
Presider
People

BCP 299

Alleluia. Christ is risen.
The Lord is risen indeed. Alleluia.
There is one Body and one Spirit;
There is one hope in God’s call to us;
One Lord, one Faith, one Baptism;
One God and Father of all.

Gloria

BCP 356
Glory to God in the highest,
and peace to his people on earth.
Lord God, heavenly King,
almighty God and Father,
we worship you, we give you thanks,
we praise you for your glory.
Lord Jesus Christ, only Son of the Father,
Lord God, Lamb of God,
you take away the sin of the world:
have mercy on us;
you are seated at the right hand of the Father:
receive our prayer.
For you alone are the Holy One,
you alone are the Lord,
you alone are the Most High,
Jesus Christ, with the Holy Spirit,
in the glory of God the Father.
Amen.

Collect of the Day
Presider
People

BCP 224

The Lord be with you.
And also with you.
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Presider

Let us pray.
Almighty God, whom truly to know is everlasting life:
Grant us so perfectly to know your Son Jesus Christ
to be the way, the truth, and the life,
that we may steadfastly follow his steps
in the way that leads to eternal life;
through Jesus Christ your Son our Lord,
who lives and reigns with you,
in the unity of the Holy Spirit,
one God, for ever and ever. Amen.

The people are seated.

First Reading
Reader

Acts 8:26-40

A reading from the Acts of the Apostles.

An angel of the Lord said to Philip, “Get up and go toward the south to the road that
goes down from Jerusalem to Gaza.” (This is a wilderness road.) So he got up and
went. Now there was an Ethiopian eunuch, a court official of Candace, queen of the
Ethiopians, in charge of her entire treasury. He had come to Jerusalem to worship
and was returning home; seated in his chariot, he was reading the prophet Isaiah.
Then the Spirit said to Philip, “Go over to this chariot and join it.” So Philip ran up
to it and heard him reading the prophet Isaiah. He asked, “Do you understand what
you are reading?” He replied, “How can I, unless someone guides me?” And he
invited Philip to get in and sit beside him. Now the passage of the scripture that he
was reading was this: “Like a sheep he was led to the slaughter, and like a lamb
silent before its shearer, so he does not open his mouth. In his humiliation justice
was denied him. Who can describe his generation? For his life is taken away from
the earth.” The eunuch asked Philip, “About whom, may I ask you, does the
prophet say this, about himself or about someone else?” Then Philip began to
speak, and starting with this scripture, he proclaimed to him the good news about
Jesus. As they were going along the road, they came to some water; and the eunuch
said, “Look, here is water! What is to prevent me from being baptized?” He
commanded the chariot to stop, and both of them, Philip and the eunuch, went
down into the water, and Philip baptized him.
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When they came up out of the water, the Spirit of the Lord snatched Philip away; the
eunuch saw him no more, and went on his way rejoicing. But Philip found himself
at Azotus, and as he was passing through the region, he proclaimed the good news
to all the towns until he came to Caesarea.
Reader
People

The Word of the Lord.
Thanks be to God.

Psalm 22:24-30

Deus, Deus meu

BCP 612

24. My praise is of him in the great assembly; *
I will perform my vows
in the presence of those who worship him.
25. The poor shall eat and be satisfied,
and those who seek the Lord shall praise him: *
“May your heart live for ever!”
26. All the ends of the earth shall remember and turn to the Lord, *
and all the families of the nations shall bow before him.
27. For kingship belongs to the Lord; *
he rules over the nations.
28. To him alone all who sleep in the earth bow down in worship; *
all who go down to the dust fall before him.
29. My soul shall live for him;
my descendants shall serve him; *
they shall be known as the Lord’s for ever.
30. They shall come and make known to a people yet unborn *
the saving deeds that he has done.

Second Reading
Reader

1 John 4:7-21

A reading from the first letter of John.

Beloved, let us love one another, because love is from God; everyone who loves is
born of God and knows God. Whoever does not love does not know God, for God is
love. God’s love was revealed among us in this way: God sent his only Son into the
world so that we might live through him. In this is love, not that we loved God but
that he loved us and sent his Son to be the atoning sacrifice for our sins.
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Beloved, since God loved us so much, we also ought to love one another. No one has
ever seen God; if we love one another, God lives in us, and his love is perfected in
us. By this we know that we abide in him and he in us, because he has given us of
his Spirit. And we have seen and do testify that the Father has sent his Son as the
Savior of the world.
God abides in those who confess that Jesus is the Son of God, and they abide in
God. So we have known and believe the love that God has for us. God is love, and
those who abide in love abide in God, and God abides in them. Love has been
perfected among us in this: that we may have boldness on the day of judgment,
because as he is, so are we in this world. There is no fear in love, but perfect love
casts out fear; for fear has to do with punishment, and whoever fears has not
reached perfection in love. We love because he first loved us.
Those who say, “I love God,” and hate their brothers or sisters, are liars; for those
who do not love a brother or sister whom they have seen, cannot love God whom
they have not seen. The commandment we have from him is this: those who love
God must love their brothers and sisters also.
Reader
People

The Word of the Lord.
Thanks be to God.

The People stand.

Gospel
Presider
People

John 15:1-8
The Holy Gospel of our Lord Jesus Christ according to St. John.
Glory to you, Lord Christ.

Jesus said to his disciples, “I am the true vine, and my Father is the vinegrower. He
removes every branch in me that bears no fruit. Every branch that bears fruit he
prunes to make it bear more fruit. You have already been cleansed by the word that
I have spoken to you. Abide in me as I abide in you. Just as the branch cannot
bear fruit by itself unless it abides in the vine, neither can you unless you abide in
me. “I am the vine, you are the branches. Those who abide in me and I in them
bear much fruit, because apart from me you can do nothing. Whoever does not
abide in me is thrown away like a branch and withers; such branches are gathered,
thrown into the fire, and burned.
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If you abide in me, and my words abide in you, ask for whatever you wish, and it
will be done for you. My Father is glorified by this, that you bear much fruit and
become my disciples.”
Presider
People

The Gospel of the Lord.
Praise to you, Lord Christ.

Homily

Andy Kruger

The People are seated.

Presentation and Examination of the Candidates

BCP 301

The Presider says

The Candidate for Holy Baptism will now be presented.
Sponsor

I present Lilianna to receive the Sacrament of Baptism.

The Presider addresses the Parents, Sponsors and Godparents
Presider

Will you be responsible for seeing that the child you present
is brought up in the Christian faith and life?

Parents & Sponsor
Presider

I will, with God’s help.

Will you by your prayers and witness help this child
to grow into the full stature of Christ?

Parents & Sponsor

I will, with God’s help.

Renunciation and Allegiance

BCP 302

The Presider addresses the Candidate, Parents and Sponsor.
Question
Answer

Do you renounce Satan and all the spiritual forces of wickedness
that rebel against God?
I renounce them.
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Question
Answer
Question
Answer
Question
Answer
Question
Answer
Question
Answer

Do you renounce the evil powers of this world which corrupt and destroy
the creatures of God?
I renounce them.
Do you renounce all sinful desires that draw you from the love of God?
I renounce them.
Do you turn to Jesus Christ and accept him as your Savior?
I do.
Do you put your whole trust in his grace and love?
I do.
Do you promise to follow and obey him as your Lord?
I do.

The Presider addresses the Assembly
Presider
People
Presider

Will you who witness these vows do all in your power
to support Lilianna in her life in Christ?
We will.
Let us join with those who are committing themselves to Christ
and renew our own baptismal covenant.

Baptismal Covenant
Presider
People

Presider
People

BCP 304

Do you believe in God the Father?
I believe in God, the Father almighty,
creator of heaven and earth.
Do you believe in Jesus Christ, the Son of God?
I believe inJesus Christ, his only Son, our Lord.
He was conceived by the power of the Holy Spirit
and born of the Virgin Mary.
He suffered under Pontius Pilate,
was crucified, died, and was buried.
He descended to the dead.
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On the third day he rose again.
He ascended into heaven,
and is seated at the right hand of the Father.
He will come again to judge the living and the dead.
Presider
People

Presider
People
Presider
People
Presider
People
Presider
People
Presider
People

Do you believe in God the Holy Spirit?
I believe in the Holy Spirit,
the holy catholic Church,
the communion of saints,
the forgiveness of sins,
the resurrection of the body,
and the life everlasting.
Will you continue in the apostles’ teaching and fellowship,
in the breaking of bread, and in the prayers?
I will, with God’s help.
Will you persevere in resisting evil, and, whenever you fall into sin,
repent and return to the Lord?
I will, with God’s help.
Will you proclaim by word and example the Good News of God in Christ?
I will, with God’s help.
Will you seek and serve Christ in all persons,
loving your neighbor as your self?
I will, with God’s help.
Will you strive for justice and peace among all people,
and respect the dignity of every human being?
I will, with God’s help.

Prayers for the Candidate

BCP 305

The Presider says

Let us now pray for Lilianna who is to receive the Sacrament of new birth.
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The Intercessor says

Deliver Lilianna, O Lord, from the way of sin and death.
Lord have mercy: Christ have mercy.
Open her heart to your grace and truth.
Lord have mercy: Christ have mercy.
Fill her with your holy and life-giving Spirit.
Lord have mercy: Christ have mercy.
Keep her in the faith and communion of your holy Church.
Lord have mercy: Christ have mercy.
Teach her to love others in the power of the Spirit.
Lord have mercy: Christ have mercy.
Send her into the world in witness to your love.
Lord have mercy: Christ have mercy.
Bring her to the fullness of your peace and glory.
Lord have mercy: Christ have mercy.
The Presider concludes

Grant, O Lord, that all who are baptized into the death of Jesus Christ your Son
may live in the power of his resurrection and look for him to come again in glory;
who lives and reigns now and forever. Amen.

Thanksgiving over the Water
Presider
People
Presider
People

BCP 306

The Lord be with you.
And also with you.
Let us give thanks to the Lord our God.
It is right to give God thanks and praise.

The Presider continues
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We thank you, Almighty God, for the gift of water. Over it the Holy Spirit moved in
the beginning of creation. Through it you led the children of Israel out of their
bondage in Egypt into the land of promise. In it your Son Jesus received the
baptism of John and was anointed by the Holy Spirit as the Messiah, the Christ, to
lead us, through his death and resurrection, from the bondage of sin into everlasting
life.
We thank you, Father, for the water of Baptism. In it we are buried with Christ in
his death. By it we share in his resurrection. Through it we are reborn by the Holy
Spirit. Therefore in joyful obedience to your Son, we bring into his fellowship those
who come to him in faith, baptizing them in the Name of the Father, and of the Son,
and of the Holy Spirit.
Now sanctify this water, we pray you, by the power of your Holy Spirit, that those
who here are cleansed from sin and born again may continue for ever in the risen
life of Jesus Christ our Savior. To him, to you, and to the Holy Spirit, be all honor
and glory, now and for ever. Amen.

The Baptism

BCP 307

The candidate is presented by name to the Presider, who then immerses, or pours water upon, the candidate,
saying

Lilianna, I baptize you in the Name of the Father, and of the Son, and of the Holy
Spirit. Amen.
Then the Presider places a hand on Lilianna’s head, marking on the forehead the sign of the cross using Chrism
and saying

Lilianna, you are sealed by the Holy Spirit in Baptism and marked as Christ’s own
for ever. Amen.
When this action has been completed, the Presider prays over Lilianna, saying

Let us pray… Heavenly Father, we thank you that by water and the Holy Spirit you
have bestowed upon your servant the forgiveness of sin, and have raised her to the
new life of grace. Sustain her, O Lord, in your Holy Spirit. Give her an inquiring
and discerning heart, the courage to will and to persevere, a spirit to know and to
love you, and the gift of joy and wonder in all your works. Amen.
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Then the Presider addresses the assembly

Let us welcome the newly baptized.
We receive you into the household of God.
Confess the faith of Christ crucified,
proclaim his resurrection,
and share with us in his eternal priesthood.

Peace
Presider
People

BCP 360
The peace of the Lord be always with you.
And also with you.

The people make a reverent bow to one another as an expression of peace. No physical contact is permitted.

Announcements

Andrew Kruger

Offertory Sentence
Yours, O Lord, is the greatness, the power, the glory, the victory, and the majesty.
For everything in heaven and on earth is yours. Yours, O Lord, is the kingdom,
and you are exalted as head over all.
1 Chronicles 29:11
The Presider prepares the Holy Table, then the People stand.

Eucharistic Prayer A
Presider
People
Presider
People
Presider
People

BCP 361

The Lord be with you.
And also with you.
Lift up your hearts.
We lift them up unto the Lord.
Let us give thanks to the Lord our God.
It is right to give God thanks and praise.
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It is right, and a good and joyful thing, always and everywhere to give thanks to you,
Father Almighty, Creator of heaven and earth.
Because in Jesus Christ our Lord you have received us as your sons and daughters,
made us citizens of your kingdom, and given us the Holy Spirit to guide us into all
truth.
Therefore we praise you, joining our voices with Angels and Archangels and with all
the company of heaven, who for ever sing this hymn to proclaim the glory of your
Name:
Holy, Holy, Holy Lord, God of power and might,
heaven and earth are full of your glory.
Hosanna in the highest.
Blessed is he who comes in the name of the Lord.
Hosanna in the highest.
Holy and gracious Father: In your infinite love you made us for yourself, and, when
we had fallen into sin and become subject to evil and death, you, in your mercy,
sent Jesus Christ, your only and eternal Son, to share our human nature, to live
and die as one of us, to reconcile us to you, the God and Father of all.
He stretched out his arms upon the cross, and offered himself, in obedience to your
will, a perfect sacrifice for the whole world.
On the night he was handed over to suffering and death,
our Lord Jesus Christ took bread; and when he had given thanks to you,
he broke it, and gave it to his disciples, and said,
“Take, eat: This is my Body, which is given for you.
Do this for the remembrance of me.”
After supper he took the cup of wine; and when he had given thanks,
he gave it to them, and said,
“Drink this, all of you: This is my Blood of the new Covenant,
which is shed for you and for many for the forgiveness of sins.
Whenever you drink it, do this for the remembrance of me.”
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Therefore we proclaim the mystery of faith:
Christ has died.
Christ is risen.
Christ will come again.
We celebrate the memorial of our redemption, O Father, in this sacrifice of praise
and thanksgiving. Recalling his death, resurrection, and ascension, we offer you
these gifts. Sanctify them by your Holy Spirit to be for your people the Body and
Blood of your Son, the holy food and drink of new and unending life in him. Sanctify
us also that we may faithfully receive this holy Sacrament, and serve you in unity,
constancy, and peace; and at the last day bring us with all your saints into the joy
of your eternal kingdom.
All this we ask through your Son Jesus Christ: By him, and with him, and in him, in
the unity of the Holy Spirit all honor and glory is yours, Almighty Father, now and
for ever. Amen.

The Lord’s Prayer
Presider

BCP 363

As our Savior Christ has taught us, we now say,
Our Father in heaven, hallowed be your Name,
your kingdom come, your will be done,
on earth as in heaven.
Give us today our daily bread.
Forgive us our sins as we forgive those who sin against us.
Save us from the time of trial, and deliver us from evil.
For the kingdom, the power, and the glory are yours,
now and for ever. Amen.

Breaking the Bread

BCP 364

The Presider breaks the consecrated bread. A period of silence is observed, then the Presider says
Presider
People

Alleluia. Christ our Passover is sacrificed for us;
Therefore let us keep the feast. Alleluia.
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Invitation
Presider
People

BCP 364

The Gifts of God:
for the People of God.

Protocol for the Reception of Communion Bread
✠ The people, starting from the pews closest to the sanctuary, are invited by the usher to receive Communion.
✠ Each Communicant must first sanitize their hands before proceeding to the Presider with hands cupped, the
non-dominant hand on top, to receive the Bread.
✠ The Presider gives the Bread to each person saying: ‘The Body of Christ.’ The recipient replies: ‘Amen’.
✠ After receiving the Bread, the communicant moves a short distance toward the right or left crossing door,
removes their mask and consumes the Bread.
✠ After consuming the Bread the communicant may place their gift in the retiring offertory bowls stationed at
each crossing door.
✠ The communicant then departs through the crossing door.

What you need to know today …
Confirmation will be held in the Church this Sunday, May 2 from 5 PM till 7 PM. Sign up here to
attend. Fr Andy and Carol Beier will be teaching the candidates about the Christian symbols and the
liturgical calendar.
The Parish Office Marion Nechuta is in the office on Thursday afternoons to field phone calls only, no
in-person contact is permitted at this time. Marion may be contacted via the parish email or her cell
(908-451-4498) during the rest of the week from 2:30 PM to 5 PM.
Altar Flowers and Sanctuary Candle Each week both are available for personal attribution, to remember
loved ones, to honor others, to celebrate lives. Email the parish office with any questions as to the
process.
Parish Pledges The parish leadership is so grateful for your continued faithfulness. Please continue to
mail pledges — labeled “To Financial Secretary” — to Trinity Church, 205 North Avenue East, Cranford,
NJ 07016.
Intercessory Prayer List Each person on the list is prayed for at Morning Prayer and Evening Prayer. You
are encouraged to add and update your prayer requests; please click on this link. Please remember to
move the person you are praying for to the “Thanksgiving for Healing” section if and when that becomes
appropriate.

What you need to know this week …
The Daily Offices Morning and Evening Prayer are held online Monday through Friday at 8:30 AM and
5 PM respectively.
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Trinity Handbell Choir rehearsal is every Wednesday at 6:30 PM in-person Do you love the sound of
the handbells and chimes? Do you think it’s impossible for you to do? Let our music director help you
find your inner rhythm. Click here for more information and to sign-up, visit TrinityCranford.org and
click Music, or contact Anthony Rafaniello (anthonyrafaniello@gmail.com) if you have any questions.
Trinity Virtual Choir rehearsal is every Wednesday at 8 PM online Anyone who enjoys music should
consider participating, even without the ability to read music. Click here for more information and to
sign-up, visit TrinityCranford.org and click Music, or contact Anthony Rafaniello
(anthonyrafaniello@gmail.com) if you would like to participate or if you have any questions.
Women’s Bible Study Thursdays from 10 AM to 11:30 AM via Trinity’s online platform. Nancy Miller
leaves the discussion on Catherine of Sienna and moves on to Mechthild (or Matilda) of Magdeburg
(1207-1288), the first mystic to write in German, a Beguine, and a Christian medieval mystic, whose
book The Flowing Light of Divinity is a compendium of visions, prayers, dialogs and mystical accounts.
Mystagogia is the period when believers contemplate the Church’s life and sacraments. As part of the
Year of Eucharist, this Easter/Paschal season the 150th Liturgical Committee is offering an online adult
education class delving into the mysteries of the Eucharist. The class takes the form of an instructed
Eucharist followed by discussion time. Click here to view the most recent Mystagogia class on the
Trinity website. The next class will be announced.
Compline Consider ending your day with the peaceful prayer office of Compline, Thursday nights at 8
PM via Trinity’s online platform.
COVID CONNECT helpline provides support to individuals who are experiencing mental health and
substance abuse issues related to the spread of the COVID-19 virus. Call (833) 223-0011 Monday
through Friday, 8 AM to 8 PM.

What you need to know for the future …
Baptisms During the Easter Season The sacrament of baptism is being offered at the Great Easter Vigil
and on Sundays during the season of Easter at the 8 AM in-person and physically-distanced service.
Please pray for the candidates, their parents, and sponsors as they prepare for the sacrament of baptism.
Below are the names of the catechumens in order of their date for baptism.
†
†
†

Fifth Sunday of Easter, May 2 (Lilianna Ilich; which occurred this morning at the 8 AM service)
Last Sunday of Easter, May 16 (Wesley Ditzel IV)
Day of Pentecost, May 23 (Matias Juarez)

Saint John’s Episcopal Church in Elizabeth is our sister parish. Their Pantry is getting bare. Please help
in stocking it; click here for more details about the items needed and deliver them to Marion Nechuta at
310 W. Clay Avenue, Roselle Park.
Food Supplies for St. Joseph’s Social Service Center Change of drop-off location: Bring supplies to
Marion Nechuta at 310 W. Clay Avenue, Roselle Park and leave them on her front porch by Friday, May
7. Click here for a list of appropriate items.
Trinity Women’s Group meets on the second Monday of the month from 7 PM to 8 PM online. All
women of the parish are invited to explore the scriptures together. The next meeting is May 10.
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Sandwich Sunday Consider participating in this important outreach effort to feed the poor. St. John’s
Episcopal in Elizabeth is our sister parish; it is a privilege to team up with their efforts to alleviate hunger.
Traditionally held on the third Sunday of the month; the next Sandwich Sunday is May 16. Click here to
learn about the necessary items which are needed to be delivered to Marion Nechuta by Friday, May 14.
Volunteers are needed to make the sandwiches on Saturday, May 15; those are delivered Sunday
afternoon. To learn about this vital outreach; contact Marion Nechuta (908-451-4498).
Save the Date of an outdoor in-person Eucharist on Sunday, June 6 at 10 AM. There will be a
fellowship hour after the service with an ice cream truck and other snacks. We will also bid farewell to
Joe and Julia Bardzilowski at this service.
CCC/IFHRC Scholarship The recipient of the Cranford Clergy Council/Interfaith Human Relations
Committee (CCC/IFHRC) Scholarship must be a graduating senior from any public or private school and
is a congregant of a Cranford House of Worship. The students must be active in their church or
synagogue and must plan to continue their education by attending college or vocational school. This
award is not based on academic or athletic achievement, but on how their faith has encouraged them to
serve God and people through volunteerism in their House of Worship and Community. Applications
must be completed and submitted by Noon on June 1.

Baptismal Anniversaries
When we think about birthdays, we immediately recall the date we were born and took our first
breath in this world. But if we take a moment to reflect, we will realize that we have another
“birthday” of even greater significance: the day we became members of the body of Christ – our
Baptismal birthday. Through the waters of baptism, the Holy Spirit anoints us and sets our inner
compass, to walk in a path that is pleasing to God, to do all good works that God has planned
for us, and to “seek God’s face” [Psalm 27:8]. This is the path that ultimately leads us into
abundant life both in this earthly existence, and in the world to come.
Whether baptized as a child or an adult, we prayerfully grow in our understanding and
appreciation of our baptismal identity, as individuals and as a community. Usually, on the first
Sunday of every month, we acknowledge those who have a baptismal “birthday” during the
month in question and share with them in the renewal of baptismal vows. We hope this
monthly recognition of our “birth from above” [John 3:3] will allow us to develop a deeper
appreciation for the essence of our baptism.
Parishioners Celebrating Their Baptismal Anniversaries in May
Michael Bardzilowski

May 16

Marilyn Merkel

May

Raymond C. Roberts

May 13

Paola Cammarota

May 20

Elizabeth Morenko

May 10

Christian Robinson

May 29

Eric Cammarota

May 20

Susan Nelson

May 8

Erin Smith

May 23

Stacey Cooney

May 22

Jane O'Hagan

May 19

Maya Trusdell

May 20

Nelson Dittmar

May 5

Matthew Rivera

May 24

Alexandra Waldron

May 20

Allan Force

May

Eliza Rivera

May 24

Devlin Zanetich

May 20

Betsy Stubbs

May 14

Sarah Roberts

May 21

Susan Olszewski

May 4
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