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Welcome                  Andrew Kruger 

Preparatory Prayer                  Andrew Kruger 

I.  Gathering of God’s People 

Gathering Hymn                                      Abbot’s Leigh                                 Hymnal 379 
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Gathering Acclamations                 Book of Common Prayer 299 

Presider       Alleluia, Christ is risen. 

People   The Lord is risen indeed.  Alleluia. 

Presider     There is one Body and one Spirit; 

People   There is one hope in God’s call to us; 

Presider  One Lord, one Faith, one Baptism; 

People   One God and Father of all. 

Gloria                                            Hymnal S-278 
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Collect of the Day                                                                BCP 225 

Presider  The Lord be with you.  

People  And also with you.  

Presider  Let us pray.  

Almighty God, whom truly to know is everlasting life:  Grant us so perfectly to know your Son Jesus Christ  

to be the way, the truth, and the life, that we may steadfastly follow his steps in the way that leads to  

eternal life; through Jesus Christ your Son our Lord, who lives and reigns with you, in the unity of the  

Holy Spirit, one God, for ever and ever. 

People  Amen. 

Blessing of the Sunday School Children and their Teachers          Andrew Kruger 

The Sunday School screen is highlighted, then the Presider blesses the children and teachers. 

Presider  May God bless those who teach and those who learn,  

 in the name of the Father, and of the Son, and of the Holy Spirit.   

People  Amen. 

II.  Proclaiming and Receiving the Word of God 

First Reading                                 Acts 8:26-40 

Reader  A reading from the Acts of the Apostles. 

An angel of the Lord said to Philip, “Get up and go toward the south to the road that goes down from 

Jerusalem to Gaza.”  (This is a wilderness road.)  So he got up and went.  Now there was an Ethiopian 

eunuch, a court official of Candace, queen of the Ethiopians, in charge of her entire treasury.  He had come to 

Jerusalem to worship and was returning home; seated in his chariot, he was reading the prophet Isaiah.  

Then the Spirit said to Philip, “Go over to this chariot and join it.”  So Philip ran up to it and heard him 

reading the prophet Isaiah.  He asked, “Do you understand what you are reading?”  He replied, “How can I, 

unless someone guides me?”  And he invited Philip to get in and sit beside him.  Now the passage of the 

scripture that he was reading was this:  “Like a sheep he was led to the slaughter, and like a lamb silent 

before its shearer, so he does not open his mouth.  In his humiliation justice was denied him.  Who can 

describe his generation?  For his life is taken away from the earth.”   

The eunuch asked Philip, “About whom, may I ask you, does the prophet say this, about himself or about 

someone else?”  Then Philip began to speak, and starting with this scripture, he proclaimed to him the good 

news about Jesus.  As they were going along the road, they came to some water; and the eunuch said, “Look, 

here is water!  What is to prevent me from being baptized?”  He commanded the chariot to stop, and both of 

them, Philip and the eunuch, went down into the water, and Philip baptized him.  When they came up out of 

the water, the Spirit of the Lord snatched Philip away; the eunuch saw him no more, and went on his way 

rejoicing.  But Philip found himself at Azotus, and as he was passing through the region, he proclaimed the 

good news to all the towns until he came to Caesarea. 

Reader  The Word of the Lord.  

People  Thanks be to God.  
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Psalm 22:24-30                                           Deus, Deus meus                       Plainsong Psalter 

Antiphon 
 

 

 

 

     TONE IV.1 

 

Epistle                      1 John 4:7-21 

Reader        A reading from the first letter of John. 

Beloved, let us love one another, because love is from God; everyone who loves is born of God and knows God.  

Whoever does not love does not know God, for God is love.  God’s love was revealed among us in this way: 

God sent his only Son into the world so that we might live through him.  In this is love, not that we loved God 

but that he loved us and sent his Son to be the atoning sacrifice for our sins.   

Beloved, since God loved us so much, we also ought to love one another.  No one has ever seen God; if we  

love one another, God lives in us, and his love is perfected in us.  By this we know that we abide in him and 

he in us, because he has given us of his Spirit.  And we have seen and do testify that the Father has sent  

his Son as the Savior of the world.  

 

 



6 

God abides in those who confess that Jesus is the Son of God, and they abide in God.  So we have known  

and believe the love that God has for us.  God is love, and those who abide in love abide in God, and God 

abides in them.  Love has been perfected among us in this:  that we may have boldness on the day of 

judgment, because as he is, so are we in this world.  There is no fear in love, but perfect love casts out fear; 

for fear has to do with punishment, and whoever fears has not reached perfection in love.  We love because  

he first loved us.   

Those who say, “I love God,” and hate their brothers or sisters, are liars; for those who do not love a brother 

or sister whom they have seen, cannot love God whom they have not seen.  The commandment we have from 

him is this: those who love God must love their brothers and sisters also. 

Reader  The Word of the Lord.  

People  Thanks be to God.  

Gospel Acclamation                                     Alleluia                                       Nancy Miller 

 
Al-le - lu–ia, Al-le - lu-ia, Al-le - lu-ia,     Al-le - lu - ia,  Lord God of    Hosts. 

Cantor   I am the vine, you are the branches, abide in me and bear much fruit. 

Holy Gospel                                                                                                     John 15:1-8 

Presider    The Holy Gospel of our Lord Jesus Christ according to St John. 

People  Glory to you, Lord Christ. 

Jesus said to his disciples, “I am the true vine, and my Father is the vinegrower.  He removes every branch in 

me that bears no fruit.  Every branch that bears fruit he prunes to make it bear more fruit.  You have already 

been cleansed by the word that I have spoken to you.  Abide in me as I abide in you.  Just as the branch 

cannot bear fruit by itself unless it abides in the vine, neither can you unless you abide in me.   

“I am the vine, you are the branches.  Those who abide in me and I in them bear much fruit, because apart 

from me you can do nothing.  Whoever does not abide in me is thrown away like a branch and withers; such 

branches are gathered, thrown into the fire, and burned.  If you abide in me, and my words abide in you, ask 

for whatever you wish, and it will be done for you.  My Father is glorified by this, that you bear much fruit 

and become my disciples.” 

Presider  The Gospel of the Lord. 

People  Praise to you, Lord Christ. 

III.  Responding to the Proclaimed Word 

Homily                                                                Andrew Kruger 

Affirmation of Baptismal Faith                                                            BCP 292 alt. 

Friends in Christ, Baptism is not the rite of a moment but the commitment of a lifetime.  In baptism,  

God calls us out of darkness into his marvelous light.  To follow Christ means dying to sin and rising  

to new life with our Lord.  Therefore let us reaffirm our Baptismal Vows together with all those who  

celebrate the anniversary of their baptism this month. 
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Do you reaffirm your renunciation of evil and renew your commitment to Jesus Christ?  I do. 

Do you believe in God the Father? 

I believe in God, the Father almighty, creator of heaven and earth. 

Do you believe in Jesus Christ, the Son of God? 

I believe in Jesus Christ, his only Son, our Lord.  

He was conceived by the power of the Holy Spirit and born of the Virgin Mary. 

He suffered under Pontius Pilate, was crucified, died, and was buried. 

He descended to the dead.  On the third day he rose again. 

He ascended into heaven, and is seated at the right hand of the Father.  

He will come again to judge the living and the dead. 

Do you believe in God the Holy Spirit? 

I believe in the Holy Spirit, 

the holy catholic Church, the communion of saints, 

the forgiveness of sins, the resurrection of the body, 

and the life everlasting. 

Will you continue in the apostles’ teaching and fellowship, in the breaking of bread, and in the prayers? 

I will, with God’s help. 

Will you persevere in resisting evil, and, whenever you fall into sin, repent and return to the Lord? 

I will, with God’s help. 

Will you proclaim by word and example the Good News of God in Christ? 

I will, with God’s help. 

Will you seek and serve Christ in all persons, loving your neighbor as yourself? 

I will, with God’s help. 

Will you strive for justice and peace among all people, and respect the dignity of every human being? 

I will, with God’s help. 

Let us pray. 

God of mercy and love, in baptism you welcome the sinner and restore the dead to life.  You create a clean 

heart in those who repent, and give your Holy Spirit to all who ask.  Grant that we may continue to grow  

into the fullness of the stature of Christ.  Equip us with the gifts of your Holy Spirit, and fill us with faith  

in Jesus Christ and with love for all people, in the service of your kingdom.  Amen. 

Prayers of the People                                                                                 Form V, BCP 389 

The Presider says 

In peace, let us pray to the Lord. 

The Intercessor prays. 

For the holy Church of God, that it may be filled with truth and love, and be found without fault  

at the day of your coming, we pray to you, O Lord.  Lord, have mercy. 
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For Michael, our Presiding Bishop; for William, our own Bishop; for all bishops and other ministers,  

and for all the holy people of God, we pray to you, O Lord.  Lord, have mercy. 

For all who fear God and believe in you, Lord Christ, that our divisions may cease, and that all  

may be one as you and the Father are one, we pray to you, O Lord.  Lord, have mercy. 

For the mission of the Church, that in faithful witness it may preach the Gospel to the ends of the earth,  

we pray to you, O Lord.  Lord, have mercy. 

For the peace of the world, that a spirit of respect and forbearance may grow among nations and peoples,  

we pray to you, O Lord.  Lord, have mercy. 

For those in positions of public trust especially Joseph, our President; Philip, our Governor; and Kathleen,  

the Mayor of Cranford; that they may serve justice, and promote the dignity and freedom of every person,  

we pray to you, O Lord.  Lord, have mercy. 

For the poor, the persecuted, the sick, and all who suffer; for refugees, prisoners, and all who are in danger; 

that they may be relieved and protected, we pray to you, O Lord.  Lord, have mercy. 

For this congregation, that we may be delivered from hardness of heart, and show forth your glory  

in all that we do, we pray to you, O Lord.  Lord, have mercy. 

For all who have commended themselves to our prayers; for our families, friends, and neighbors; that being 

freed from anxiety, they may live in joy, peace, and health, we pray to you, O Lord.  Lord, have mercy. 

For all who have died in the communion of your Church, and those whose faith is known to you alone,  

that, with all the saints, they may have rest in that place where there is no pain or grief, but life eternal,  

we pray to you, O Lord.  Lord, have mercy. 

The people add their thanksgivings and petitions using the chat function; the Presider concludes the prayers with the collect. 

Yours is the majesty, O Father, Son, and Holy Spirit; yours is the kingdom and the power and the glory,  

now and for ever.  Amen. 

Peace                                                                                                        BCP 360 

Presider The peace of the Lord be always with you. 

People And also with you. 

The People may unmute themselves to share the Peace. 

Announcements 

IV.  Celebrating at the Lord’s Table 

Offertory Sentence                  BCP 377 

Presider  Yours, O Lord, is the greatness, the power, the glory, the victory, and the majesty.   

For everything in heaven and on earth is yours.  Yours, O Lord, is the kingdom,  

and you are exalted as head over all.  

1 Chronicles 29:11 

Please mail pledges to Trinity Episcopal Church, 205 North Avenue, East, Cranford NJ  07016 
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Offertory Anthem                                                           “I am the Vine” – Knowles Shaw 

1      I am the vine and ye are the branches, 

Bear precious fruit for Jesus today; 

The branch that in me no fruit ever beareth, 

Jesus hath said, “he taketh away.”  Refrain 

  2       Now ye are clean through words I have spoken, 

Abiding in me, much fruit ye shall bear. 

 “Dwelling in thee, my promise unbroken, 

Glory in heaven with me ye shall share.”  Refrain 

 

Refrain    “I am the vine and ye are the branches; 

I am the vine be faithful and true; 

Ask what ye will, thy prayer shall be granted, 

The Father loved me so I have loved you.” 

 

 3        Yes, by your fruits the world is to know you, 

     Walking in love as children of day; 

     Follow your Guide, he passed on before you, 

     Leading to realms of glorious day.  Refrain 

Thanksgiving                             Nathan Nettleton 

Presider  The Lord be with you. 

People   And also with you. 

Presider  Let us give thanks to the Lord our God. 

People   It is right to give our thanks and praise. 

We give you all thanks and praise, O God, for you have sent your Son as the Savior of the world and your 

Spirit to graft us into the vine of life. 

You created the universe and everything in it, and revealed your perfect love in your commitment to your 

people and your care for the poor and afflicted. 

Through your prophets you promised a righteous servant who would suffer humiliation and injustice and, like 

a sheep to the slaughter, have his life taken away.  In your Son, Jesus Christ, we have seen your promises 

fulfilled, and through his resurrection, he has broken the power of death to hold the righteous. 

In his perfect love, our fear is cast out, and now, like branches of a vine, we live in him and draw our life from 

him, that we might bear much fruit to your glory. 

Therefore, with our hearts lifted high, we offer you thanks and praise at all times through Jesus Christ  

our Lord, who lives and reigns with you and the Holy Spirit, one God, for ever and ever.  AMEN. 

Invitation to Spiritual Communion                        

Presider  Creator of all, you wash away our sins, you give us new birth by the Spirit, and redeem us  

in the blood of Christ.  As we celebrate the resurrection, renew your gift of life within us.  

We ask this in the name of Jesus Christ the risen Lord.  Amen. 

Behold the Lamb of God who takes away the sin of the world. 

Presider  The gifts of God: 

People  For the people of God. 

Silence is kept and an image of Trinity’s reserved sacrament is revealed. 



10 

Spiritual Communion                                                  St. Ignatius Loyola 

Presider  Let each of us invite Christ to come into our heart. 

Soul of Christ, sanctify me.   

Body of Christ, save me. 

Blood of Christ, inebriate me.   

Water from the side of Christ, wash me. 

Passion of Christ, strengthen me.   

O good Jesus, hear me. 

Within your wounds hide me.   

Do not allow me to be separated from you. 

From the malevolent enemy defend me.   

In the hour of my death call me,  

and bid me come to you, 

that with your saints I may praise you  

forever and ever.  Amen. 

Communion Meditation                                     Ubi caritas                Enriching Our Music 149 

 

Lord’s Prayer                                                                             BCP 364 

Presider  And now, as our Savior Christ has taught us, we are bold to say, 

People and Presider 

Our Father, who art in heaven, hallowed be thy name,  

 thy kingdom come, thy will be done, on earth as it is in heaven.   

Give us this day our daily bread.   

And forgive us our trespasses, as we forgive those who trespass against us.   

And lead us not into temptation, but deliver us from evil.   

For thine is the kingdom, and the power, and the glory for ever and ever.  Amen. 
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Commissioning                                                                               Nathan Nettleton 

Presider Go now, and love one another, because love is from God.  Proclaim God’s salvation to every 

generation.  Remain in Jesus Christ, and like branches of a vine, draw your life from him. 

Blessing                                                                                                     BCP 366 

The Priest blesses the people, saying 

The peace of God, which passes all understanding, keep your hearts and minds in the knowledge  

and love of God, and of his Son Jesus Christ our Lord; and the blessing of God Almighty,   

 the Father, the Son, and the Holy Spirit, be among you, and remain with you always.  Amen. 

V.  Going out as God’s People 

Sending Hymn                                                     McKee                                      Hymnal 529 

 

 

 

Dismissal                                    BCP 366 

Presider Alleluia, alleluia.  Let us bless the Lord. 

People Thanks be to God.  Alleluia, alleluia. 
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Trinity Episcopal Church 

205 North Avenue, East, Cranford NJ 07016 

Parish Phone:  908–276–4047  —  Email:  TrinityCranford@gmail.com 

Visit our website:  TrinityCranford.org 

The Rev. Andrew David Kruger, Rector of the Parish 

Personal Cell:  (609) 933-5227  —  Email:  fr.andrew.kruger@gmail.com 

Pastor’s Sabbath:  Father Andy takes his rest on Mondays 

Celebrating 149 Years of God’s Faithfulness 

 

What you need to know today … 

Baptismal Anniversaries  When we think about birthdays, we immediately recall the date we were born and took our first breath in this 

world.  But if we take a moment to reflect, we will realize that we have another “birthday” of even greater significance:  the day we 

became members of the body of Christ – our Baptismal birthday.  Through the waters of baptism, the Holy Spirit anoints us and sets our 

inner compass, to walk in a path that is pleasing to God, to do all good works that God has planned for us, and to “seek God’s face” 

[Psalm 27:8].  This is the path that ultimately leads us into abundant life both in this earthly existence, and in the world to come.   

Whether baptized as a child or an adult, we prayerfully grow in our understanding and appreciation of our baptismal identity, as 

individuals and as a community.  Usually, on the first Sunday of every month, we acknowledge those who have a baptismal “birthday” 

during the month in question and share with them in the renewal of baptismal vows.  We hope this monthly recognition of our “birth from 

above” [John 3:3] will allow us to develop a deeper appreciation for the essence of our baptism. 

Parishioners Celebrating Their Baptismal Anniversaries in May 

Michael Bardzilowski May 16 
 

Marilyn Merkel May Raymond C. Roberts May 13 

Paola Cammarota May 20 
 

Elizabeth Morenko May 10 Christian Robinson May 29 

Eric Cammarota May 20 
 

Susan Nelson May 8 Erin Smith May 23 

Stacey Cooney May 22 
 

Jane O’Hagan May 19 Maya Trusdell May 20 

Nelson Dittmar May 5 
 

Matthew Rivera May 24 Alexandra Waldron May 20 

Allan Force May 
 

Eliza Rivera May 24 Devlin Zanetich May 20 

Betsy Stubbs May 14 
 

Sarah Roberts May 21 Susan Olszewski May 4 

Confirmation Class  Today from 5 PM to 7 PM in the Church.  Sign up here to attend.  Fr Andy and Carol Beier will be teaching the 

candidates about the Christian symbols and the liturgical calendar. 

The Parish Office  Marion Nechuta is in the office on Thursday afternoons to field phone calls only, no in-person contact is permitted at 

this time.  Marion may be contacted via the parish email or her cell (908-451-4498) during the rest of the week from 2:30 PM to 5 PM. 

Altar Flowers and Sanctuary Candle  Each week both are available for personal attribution, to remember loved ones, to honor others, 

to celebrate lives.  Email the parish office with any questions as to the process. 

Parish Pledges  The parish leadership is so grateful for your faithfulness.  Please continue to mail pledges — labeled  “To Financial 

Secretary” — to Trinity Church, 205 North Avenue East, Cranford, NJ 07016. 

Intercessory Prayer List  Each person on the list is prayed for at Morning Prayer and Evening Prayer.  You are encouraged to add and 

update your prayer requests; please click on this link.  Please remember to move the person you are praying for to the “Thanksgiving for 

Healing” section if and when that becomes appropriate. 

https://forms.gle/CB4RPXdJH6bQPCX2A
https://docs.google.com/document/d/1C2xLvyim3I6-cUMahPNbFSbn8rKIXH2jYWvwylYII7Q/edit?usp=sharing
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What you need to know this week … 

The Daily Offices  Morning and Evening Prayer are held online Monday through Friday at 8:30 AM and 5 PM respectively.   

Trinity Handbell Choir rehearsal is every Wednesday at 6:30 PM in-person  Do you love the sound of the handbells and chimes?  Do 

you think it’s impossible for you to do?  Let our music director help you find your inner rhythm.  Click here for more information and to 

sign-up, visit TrinityCranford.org and click Music, or contact Anthony Rafaniello (anthonyrafaniello@gmail.com) if you have any questions.  

Trinity Virtual Choir rehearsal is every Wednesday at 8 PM online  Anyone who enjoys music should consider participating, even without 

the ability to read music.  Click here for more information and to sign-up, visit TrinityCranford.org and click Music, or contact Anthony 

Rafaniello (anthonyrafaniello@gmail.com) if you would like to participate or if you have any questions.  

Women’s Bible Study  Thursdays from 10 AM to 11:30 AM via Trinity’s online platform.  Nancy Miller leaves the discussion on Catherine 

of Sienna and moves on to Mechthild (or Matilda) of Magdeburg (1207-1288), the first mystic to write in German, a Beguine, and a 

Christian medieval mystic, whose book The Flowing Light of Divinity is a compendium of visions, prayers, dialogs and mystical accounts. 

Mystagogia is the period when believers contemplate the Church’s life and sacraments.  As part of the Year of Eucharist, this 

Easter/Paschal season the 150th Liturgical Committee is offering an online adult education class delving into the mysteries of the Eucharist.  

The class takes the form of an instructed Eucharist followed by discussion time.  Click here to view the most recent Mystagogia class on the 

Trinity website.  The next class will be announced. 

Compline  Consider ending your day with the peaceful prayer office of Compline, Thursday nights at 8 PM via Trinity’s online platform.   

Trinity Men’s Group meets on the first Saturday of the month from 8 AM to 9 AM online.  All men of the parish are invited to explore 

the scriptures together.  Last week, the discussion centered on the book of the prophet Isaiah.  The group’s next meeting is June 5. 

COVID CONNECT helpline provides support to individuals who are experiencing mental health and substance abuse issues related to 

the spread of the COVID-19 virus.  Call (833) 223-0011 Monday through Friday, 8 AM to 8 PM. 

What you need to know for the future … 

Sunday School  Class is held every week during the 10 AM service, currently it is under the tents on the Hamilton Street side of the church 

(in front of TEDS), weather permitting.  Arrive by 9:50 AM in order for the class to start on time.   

Baptisms During the Easter Season  The sacrament of baptism is being offered at the Great Easter Vigil and on Sundays during the 

season of Easter at the 8 AM in-person and physically-distanced service.  Please pray for the candidates, their parents, and sponsors as 

they prepare for the sacrament of baptism.  Below are the names of the catechumens in order of their date for baptism.  

† Fifth Sunday of Easter, May 2 (Lilianna Ilich; which occurred this morning at the 8 AM service)) 

† Last Sunday of Easter, May 16 (Wesley Ditzel IV) 

† Day of Pentecost, May 23 (Matias Juarez) 

Saint John’s Episcopal Church in Elizabeth is our sister parish.  Their Pantry is getting bare.  Please help in stocking it; click here for more 

details about the items needed and deliver them to Marion Nechuta at 310 W. Clay Avenue, Roselle Park.  

Food Supplies for St. Joseph’s Social Service Center  Change of drop-off location:  Bring supplies to Marion Nechuta at 310 W. Clay 

Avenue, Roselle Park and leave them on her front porch by Friday, May 7.  Click here for a list of appropriate items.  

Trinity Women’s Group meets on the second Monday of the month from 7 PM to 8 PM online.  All women of the parish are invited to 

explore the scriptures together.  The next meeting is May 10. 

Children’s Service  On the third Sunday of the month, the 10 AM online Service of the Word with Spiritual Communion is directed towards 

the family with increased participation from our younger members, thus, there is no Sunday school.  

https://docs.google.com/document/d/1gP5kwTVb4Ajn5sjkefs7N6BIP_DTx2jNEHDmAwHiiDk/edit?usp=sharing
https://docs.google.com/document/d/1gP5kwTVb4Ajn5sjkefs7N6BIP_DTx2jNEHDmAwHiiDk/edit?usp=sharing
mailto:TrinityCranford.org
mailto:anthonyrafaniello@gmail.com
https://docs.google.com/document/d/1gP5kwTVb4Ajn5sjkefs7N6BIP_DTx2jNEHDmAwHiiDk/edit?usp=sharing
http://trinitycranford.org/
mailto:anthonyrafaniello@gmail.com
https://www.trinitycranford.org/adult-education
https://docs.google.com/document/d/1Rp0rv3ACWBDTQwzrnXRi2VdOJ1Th5dUGqiDokj6cFeU/edit?usp=sharing
https://docs.google.com/document/d/113qd7lM3MnrOQm__FXqovDDAGjXr2Irkpg7JNcGE4cs/edit?usp=sharing
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Sandwich Sunday  Consider participating in this important outreach effort to feed the poor.  St. John’s Episcopal in Elizabeth is our sister 

parish; it is a privilege to team up with their efforts to alleviate hunger.  Traditionally held on the third Sunday of the month; the next 

Sandwich Sunday is May 16.  Click here to learn about the necessary items which are needed to be delivered to Marion Nechuta by 

Friday, May 14.  Volunteers are needed to make the sandwiches on Saturday, May 15; those are delivered Sunday afternoon.  To learn 

about this vital outreach; contact Marion Nechuta (908-451-4498) or email the office.   

Assistance with clothing and footwear for families in need will be offered by Calvary Tabernacle on Saturday, June 5.  Click here 

for more information. 

Cranford’s Equity and Inclusivity Initiative invites young adults (ages 14 to 20) to discuss issues of race and ethnicity.  Click here for 

more information and to register. 

Calling all graduates  Register for this year’s Baccalaureate celebration with Bishop Stokes, featuring the presentation of scholarships, a 

virtual parade of graduates, and more! 

Save the Date of an outdoor in-person Eucharist on Sunday, June 6 at 10 AM.  There will be a fellowship hour after the service with an 

ice cream truck and other snacks.  We will also bid farewell to Joe and Julia Bardzilowski at this service. 

CCC/IFHRC Scholarship  The recipient of the Cranford Clergy Council/Interfaith Human Relations Committee (CCC/IFHRC) Scholarship 

must be a graduating senior from any public or private school and is a congregant of a Cranford House of Worship.  The students must 

be active in their church or synagogue and must plan to continue their education by attending college or vocational school.  This award is 

not based on academic or athletic achievement, but on how their faith has encouraged them to serve God and people through volunteerism 

in their House of Worship and Community.  Applications must be completed and submitted by Noon on June 1. 

Year of Eucharist Reflections  This year, we seek to more fully develop our Eucharistic identity as individuals and as a community.  The 

Liturgical Committee is inviting everyone to share their eucharistic experience.  View Peter Waldron’s moving reflection on the Eucharist 

by clicking here. (the password is 1872).  Take some time to prayerfully reflect on the personal question of what Eucharist means to you.   

“Remembrances and Recollections”  The Trinity website contains a growing number of historical contributions from parishioners including 

Dr. Arthur Patchett’s and Lois Patchett’s activities and accomplishments while at Trinity, anecdotes by Lynn Kiamie-Bianchini and Bonnie 

Gentesse, who spearheaded the annual “Breakfast with Santa” fund-raiser for many years, reflecting on the amount of work and great 

joy that resulted.  Share your story; please contact members of the Archival Committee:  Vicki Goralski, Irene Telerico or Fran Witherington. 

 

Lectionary & Liturgy 

On the final Sundays of Easter, our attention is directed to the results in our lives of Jesus’ dying and rising: the results of Baptism 

and Eucharist.  The Gospel reading today describes our life in Christ.  That life is characterized by our love for Jesus as the ground 

of our faithfulness.  We are as intimately bound up in the life of the risen Jesus as the branches of a plant, drawing our new life 

directly from him. 

Like a vine growing new branches, the early Church began to spread beyond Jerusalem almost immediately, bound together in 

Christ’s love and led by the Spirit.  In today’s reading from Acts, Philip, one of the seven ordained with Stephen, preaches the 

Gospel to an official of the Queen of Ethiopia.  This preaching was prompted by the official’s reading of the “Suffering Servant” 

passage from Isaiah (52:13-53:12).  The Ethiopian is converted and baptized on the spot. 

Today’s reading from First John carries on his theme of our share in God’s self-giving love (agape).  We are to reflect in our own 

living and ministry that same love which was manifested to us in Jesus’ dying and rising.  This is the life he shares with us. 

We, the People of God, gather in Eucharist to remember and share the story of God’s love for us.  Our actions in Eucharist are a 

liturgical expression of self-giving love toward God and others.  As we receive Holy Communion, God implants in us Jesus’ own 

life and equips us to extend the divine love to all people in concrete actions of ministry and proclamation. 

From The Rite Light: Reflections on the Sunday Readings and Seasons of the Church Year. © 2007 Michael W. Merriman. Church Publishing Inc., NY. 

https://docs.google.com/spreadsheets/d/1GRG9M70MmOkns4bkpaBG9hOUSdStDce96HxJK3Qg13s/edit?usp=sharing
https://bbb7461d-45dc-47f2-b7c0-2e55cf9166cf.usrfiles.com/ugd/bbb746_ffd5d74ab5a945349a5dff1b1a4909c9.pdf
https://www.surveymonkey.com/r/GN8D3JN
https://mailchi.mp/dioceseofnj.org/celebrate-our-graduates-may-23?e=5ca97169bf
https://www.trinitycranford.org/forum/year-of-eucharist-reflections/please-share-your-personal-encounter-with-the-eucharist/p-1/dl-602dd1ac7b55ea0017887584?commentId=602dd1ac7b55ea0017887584&origin=notification&postId=602021366e0b7e00177e00f9
https://www.trinitycranford.org/remembrances-recollections
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† Cover art – “The Baptism of the Eunuch” from the Menologion of Basil II, an illuminated manuscript designed as an 

Eastern Orthodox Church service book that was compiled c. 1000 AD, for the Byzantine Emperor Basil II (976–1025). It 

contains a short collection of saints’ lives, compiled at Constantinople for liturgical use, and around 430 miniature 

paintings by eight different artists. It was unusual for a menologion from that era to be so richly painted. It currently 

resides in the Vatican Library. A full facsimile was produced in 1907. 

† Gathering Hymn – Words: Timothy Rees (1874-1939) was born and served Anglican parishes in Wales, where he was 

lecturer and chaplain at a theological college before becoming a member of the Community of the Resurrection at Mirfield, 

returning as Principal of the College there after the First World War in which, as a chaplain, he was awarded the Military 

Cross. After travelling widely, he was consecrated Bishop of Llandaff.  Music: Cyril Vincent Taylor (1907-1991 © 1942 

Renewal 1970, by Hope Publishing Company, Carol Stream, IL 60188. All Rights Reserved. Used by permission. 

† In Excelsis Gloria – Words: Anonymous, 15th cent. medieval.  Music: William James Mathias (1934-1992) © 1976 Oxford 

University Press. Written while a student at the University of Wales, Aberystwyth for the Elizabethan Madrigal Singers. 

† Collect of the Day – This is a revision of a collect formerly appointed for the feast day of Saint Philip and Saint James. It 

was composed for the 1549 Book and the result clause added in 1662. It has a particular allusion to the Gospel for Year A 

but is appropriate for readings of the other years as well. May we know Christ who is truth, and follow Him who is the 

way, that we may be led to Him who is the source of eternal life. –[Notes on the American Prayer Book by Marion Hatchett] 

† Lections – The readings for our lessons are determined by The Revised Common Lectionary © 1992 Consultation on Common 

Texts (CCT), Nashville, TN and drawn from the Bible texts of the New Revised Standard Version Bible © 1989 by the 

Division of Christian Education of the National Council of the Church of Christ in the USA.  

† Psalter – Plainsong dates from the earliest centuries of Christianity. It has one melody traditionally sung without musical 

accompaniment, and based on the psalms. Editor James Litton (an American musician) directed the American Boychoir 

from 1985 to 2001 and is one of the leading choral conductors. He was a member of the Standing Commission on Church 

Music, participated in the publication of the Hymnal 1982, and is a Fellow of the Royal School of Church Music, one of 7 

Americans to receive this honor. 

† Offertory Anthem – Words & Music: Knowles Shaw (1834- 1878), an American author and composer of gospel hymns,. 

was a prolific evangelist baptizing over 11,000 people; he was known for his wit, knowledge of the Bible, and rapport with 

an audience. Dying in a train wreck, his last words were: "It is a grand thing to rally people to the Cross of Christ."  

† Thanksgiving & Commission – Nathan Nettleton is the pastor of the South Yarra Community Baptist Church in 

Australia. He also writes and teaches on Christian worship and Baptist identity. His website, laughingbird.net, provides 

liturgical resources from which we have drawn the preface and the commissioning of the congregation. 

† Spiritual Communion –Popularly believed to have been composed by Saint Ignatius of Loyola, who put it at the beginning 

of his Spiritual Exercises and often refers to it. In its first edition, Ignatius merely mentions it, evidently supposing that the 

reader would know it. It was by assuming that everything in the book was written by Ignatius that it came to be looked 

upon as his. However, the prayer actually dates to the early 14th century but its authorship remains uncertain. It has been 

found in prayer books printed during the youth of Ignatius and is in manuscripts which were written a hundred years 

before his birth in practically the same form as we have it today.  

† Communion Meditation– Words & Music: © 1997, Les Presses de Taizé, GIA Publications, Inc., agent. 

† Sending Hymn – Words: John Oxenham (1852-1941) Reprinted by permission of The American Tract Society, Garland, 

Texas.  Music: African American spiritual; adapt. and harm. © 1940, Henry T. Burleigh (1866-1949), who was a descendent 

of slaves. The tune was named for the rector of St. George’s Episcopal Church in New York City, Elmer M. McKee, 

where Burleigh was the baritone soloist for over 50 years. Used by permission of the Estate of Henry T. Burleigh. 
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Triune God, you come to your people in dreams and visions:   

quicken our imagination by your Holy Spirit, 

that we will be inspired to honor our past, live out our baptism today, and serve future generations; 

through Jesus Christ our Lord.  Amen.  

https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Hymns
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Bible

