Trinity Episcopal Church
Cranford, in the Diocese of New Jersey

May 23, 2021 at 10 AM

The Day of Pentecost
Rite II : Service of the Word with Spiritual Communion

The Reverend Andrew D. Kruger, Presider
Anthony J. Rafaniello, Director of Music + Organist
John Beier, Senior Warden & Sydney O’Hagan, Junior Warden
The Sanctuary Candle burns, and the Altar Flowers are given, for the Glory of God
and in celebration of the birthday of Emma Willix (May 19th) from Stephanie & Jim Willix

Welcome

Andrew Kruger

Prelude

Grazioso – Georg Philipp Telemann
Trinity Handbell Choir

I. Gathering of God’s People
Gathering Hymn

Salve festa dies

Easter Acclamation
Presider
People

Hymnal 225

Book of Common Prayer 355

Alleluia. Christ is risen.
The Lord is risen indeed. Alleluia.
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Gathering Intention
The Presider says

Jesus Christ, whom we worship, is our crucified, risen and ascended Lord. And we have walked with him
through his journey of love. We have faced the agony of his suffering and death on a cross. We have rejoiced
at his bursting free from the bonds of death. We have enjoyed his risen presence with us and his revelation
of himself through the breaking of bread. We have seen his return to the throne before which every knee
shall bow and every tongue confess that this Jesus is Lord. And now, with the followers of his own time,
we await the coming of the promised Holy Spirit, his gift to his people, through whom we make Christ known
to the world.

Preparatory Prayer

Celebrating Sunday

The Presider prays.

Come, Holy Spirit, come. Come as the wind, and cleanse us; come as the fire, and burn;
come as the dew, and refresh; convict, convert, and consecrate us to our great good and
to God’s greater glory; for Jesus Christ’s sake. Amen.

Gloria

Hymnal S-278
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Collect of the Day

BCP 227

Cantor

The Lord be with you.
And also with you.

Presider

Let us pray.

Presider

Almighty God, on this day you opened the way of eternal life to every race and nation by the promised gift
of your Holy Spirit: Shed abroad this gift throughout the world by the preaching of the Gospel, that it may
reach to the ends of the earth; through Jesus Christ our Lord, who lives and reigns with you, in the unity
of the Holy Spirit, one God, for ever and ever.
Cantor

Amen.

Blessing of the Sunday School Children and their Teachers

Andrew Kruger

The Sunday School screen is highlighted, then the Presider blesses the children and teachers.
Presider
People

May God bless those who teach and those who learn,
 in the name of the Father, and of the Son, and of the Holy Spirit.
Amen.

II. Proclaiming and Receiving the Word of God
First Reading
Reader

Acts 2:1-21

A reading from the Acts of the Apostles.

When the day of Pentecost had come, they were all together in one place. And suddenly from heaven there
came a sound like the rush of a violent wind, and it filled the entire house where they were sitting. Divided
tongues, as of fire, appeared among them, and a tongue rested on each of them. All of them were filled with
the Holy Spirit and began to speak in other languages, as the Spirit gave them ability. Now there were devout
Jews from every nation under heaven living in Jerusalem. And at this sound the crowd gathered and was
bewildered, because each one heard them speaking in the native language of each.
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Amazed and astonished, they asked, “Are not all these who are speaking Galileans? And how is it that we
hear, each of us, in our own native language? Parthians, Medes, Elamites, and residents of Mesopotamia,
Judea and Cappadocia, Pontus and Asia, Phrygia and Pamphylia, Egypt and the parts of Libya belonging to
Cyrene, and visitors from Rome, both Jews and proselytes, Cretans and Arabs—in our own languages we hear
them speaking about God’s deeds of power.” All were amazed and perplexed, saying to one another, “What
does this mean?” But others sneered and said, “They are filled with new wine.”
But Peter, standing with the eleven, raised his voice and addressed them, “Men of Judea and all who live in
Jerusalem, let this be known to you, and listen to what I say. Indeed, these are not drunk, as you suppose,
for it is only nine o’clock in the morning. No, this is what was spoken through the prophet Joel: ‘In the last
days it will be, God declares, that I will pour out my Spirit upon all flesh, and your sons and your daughters
shall prophesy, and your young men shall see visions, and your old men shall dream dreams. Even upon my
slaves, both men and women, in those days I will pour out my Spirit; and they shall prophesy. And I will
show portents in the heaven above and signs on the earth below, blood, and fire, and smoky mist. The sun
shall be turned to darkness and the moon to blood, before the coming of the Lord’s great and glorious day.
Then everyone who calls on the name of the Lord shall be saved.’”
Reader
People

The Word of the Lord.
Thanks be to God.

Psalm 104:25-35, 37

Benedic, anima mea

Plainsong Psalter

Antiphon

TONE VIII.1
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Epistle
Reader

Romans 8:22-27
A reading from St. Paul’s letter to the Church in Rome.

We know that the whole creation has been groaning in labor pains until now; and not only the creation, but
we ourselves, who have the first fruits of the Spirit, groan inwardly while we wait for adoption, the redemption
of our bodies. For in hope we were saved. Now hope that is seen is not hope. For who hopes for what is
seen? But if we hope for what we do not see, we wait for it with patience. Likewise the Spirit helps us in our
weakness; for we do not know how to pray as we ought, but that very Spirit intercedes with sighs too deep for
words. And God, who searches the heart, knows what is the mind of the Spirit, because the Spirit intercedes
for the saints according to the will of God.
Reader
People

The Word of the Lord.
Thanks be to God.

Gospel Acclamation

Alleluia

Al-le - lu–ia, Al-le - lu-ia, Al–le - lu-ia,
Cantor

Al-le - lu - ia, Lord God of

Nancy Miller

Hosts.

Come Holy Spirit, fill the hearts of your faithful people; and kindle in them the fire of your love.
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Holy Gospel
Presider
People

John 15:26-27; 16:4b-15
 The Holy Gospel of our Lord Jesus Christ according to St John.
Glory to you, Lord Christ.

Jesus said to his disciples, “When the Advocate comes, whom I will send to you from the Father, the Spirit of
truth who comes from the Father, he will testify on my behalf. You also are to testify because you have been
with me from the beginning. I did not say these things to you from the beginning, because I was with you.
“But now I am going to him who sent me; yet none of you asks me, ‘Where are you going?’ But because I
have said these things to you, sorrow has filled your hearts. Nevertheless, I tell you the truth: it is to your
advantage that I go away, for if I do not go away, the Advocate will not come to you; but if I go, I will send
him to you. And when he comes, he will prove the world wrong about sin and righteousness and judgment:
about sin, because they do not believe in me; about righteousness, because I am going to the Father and
you will see me no longer; about judgment, because the ruler of this world has been condemned.
“I still have many things to say to you, but you cannot bear them now. When the Spirit of truth comes,
he will guide you into all the truth; for he will not speak on his own, but will speak whatever he hears,
and he will declare to you the things that are to come. He will glorify me, because he will take what is
mine and declare it to you. All that the Father has is mine. For this reason I said that he will take what
is mine and declare it to you.”
Presider
People

The Gospel of the Lord.
Praise to you, Lord Christ.

III. Responding to the Proclaimed Word
Homily

Andrew Kruger

Nicene Creed
Presider

Enriching Our Worship 53

Let us affirm our faith in the words of the Nicene Creed.
We believe in one God,
the Father, the Almighty,
maker of heaven and earth,
of all that is, seen and unseen.
We believe in one Lord, Jesus Christ,
the only Son of God,
eternally begotten of the Father,
God from God, Light from Light,
true God from true God,
begotten, not made,
of one Being with the Father;
through him all things were made.
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For us and for our salvation
he came down from heaven,
was incarnate of the Holy Spirit and the Virgin Mary
and became truly human.
For our sake he was crucified under Pontius Pilate;
he suffered death and was buried.
On the third day he rose again
in accordance with the Scriptures;
he ascended into heaven
and is seated at the right hand of the Father.
He will come again in glory to judge the living and the dead,
and his kingdom will have no end.
We believe in the Holy Spirit, the Lord, the giver of life,
who proceeds from the Father, *
who with the Father and the Son is worshiped and glorified,
who has spoken through the prophets.
We believe in one holy catholic and apostolic Church.
We acknowledge one baptism for the forgiveness of sins.
We look for the resurrection of the dead,
and the life of the world to come. Amen.

Prayers of the People

Common Worship alt.

The Presider says

We pray for God to fill us with the Holy Spirit.
The Intercessor continues

Generous God, we thank you for the power of your Holy Spirit.
We ask that we may be strengthened to serve you better.
Lord, come to bless us: and fill us with your Spirit.
We thank you for the wisdom of your Holy Spirit.
We ask you to make us wise to understand your will.
Lord, come to bless us: and fill us with your Spirit.
We thank you for the peace of your Holy Spirit.
We ask you to keep us confident of your love wherever you call us.
Lord, come to bless us: and fill us with your Spirit.
We thank you for the healing of your Holy Spirit.
We ask you to bring reconciliation and wholeness where there is division, sickness and sorrow.
Lord, come to bless us: and fill us with your Spirit.
We thank you for the gifts of your Holy Spirit.
We ask you to equip us for the work which you have given us.
Lord, come to bless us: and fill us with your Spirit.
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We thank you for the fruit of your Holy Spirit.
We ask you to reveal in our lives the love of Jesus.
Lord, come to bless us: and fill us with your Spirit.
We thank you for the breath of your Holy Spirit, given us by the risen Lord.
We ask you to keep the whole Church, living and departed, in the joy of eternal life.
Lord, come to bless us: and fill us with your Spirit.
The people add their thanksgivings and petitions using the chat function; the Presider concludes the prayers with the collect.

Generous God, you sent your Holy Spirit upon your Messiah at the river Jordan, and upon the disciples
in the upper room: in your mercy fill us with your Spirit.
Make us one in heart and mind to serve you with joy for ever. Amen.

Peace
Presider
People

BCP 360
The peace of the Lord be always with you.
And also with you.

The People may unmute themselves to share the Peace.

Announcements

IV. Celebrating at the Lord’s Table
Offertory Sentence
Presider

BCP 377

Yours, O Lord, is the greatness, the power, the glory, the victory, and the majesty.
For everything in heaven and on earth is yours. Yours, O Lord, is the kingdom,
and you are exalted as head over all.
1 Chronicles 29:11

Please mail pledges to Trinity Episcopal Church, 205 North Avenue, East, Cranford NJ 07016

Offertory Anthem

“Come, Holy Ghost” – Eric Thiman

1 Come, Holy Ghost, our souls inspire
and lighten with celestial fire;
thou the anointing Spirit art,
who dost thy sevenfold gifts impart.

3 Teach us to know the Father, Son,
and thee, of both, to be but one;
that through the ages all along
this may be our endless song:

2 Thy blessed unction from above
is comfort, life, and fire of love;
enable with perpetual light
the dullness of our mortal sight.

4 Praise to thine eternal merit,
Father, Son and Holy Spirit.
Amen.

Thanksgiving
Presider
People
Presider
People

Nathan Nettleton

The Lord be with you.
And also with you.
Let us give thanks to the Lord our God.
It is right to give our thanks and praise.
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We give you all thanks and praise, O God, for you pour out your Spirit on all flesh and amaze us
with your deeds of power.
In your infinite wisdom, you created the earth and made it pregnant with new life. You raised
living creatures from the dust, by the power of your Word and breathed into them the breath of your Spirit.
Your Son, Jesus, taught us your truth and, before being given up to death, he promised to send us
the Holy Spirit to support us in both strength and weakness as we labor with you to bring to birth
the promised fulfilment of our deepest hopes and yearnings.
In these last days you have poured out the new wine of the Spirit, intoxicating us with visions and dreams,
awakening within us your marvelous gifts and firing our tongues with everlasting songs of joy.
Therefore, with our hearts lifted high, we offer you thanks and praise at all times through Jesus Christ
our Lord, who lives and reigns with you and the Holy Spirit, one God, for ever and ever. AMEN.

Invitation to Spiritual Communion
Presider

Creator of all, you wash away our sins, you give us new birth by the Spirit, and redeem us
in the blood of Christ. As we celebrate the resurrection, renew your gift of life within us.
We ask this in the name of Jesus Christ the risen Lord. Amen.
Behold the Lamb of God who takes away the sin of the world.

Presider
People

The gifts of God:
For the people of God.

Silence is kept and an image of Trinity’s reserved sacrament is revealed.

Spiritual Communion
Presider

St. Ignatius Loyola

Let each of us invite Christ to come into our heart.
Soul of Christ, sanctify me.
Body of Christ, save me.
Blood of Christ, inebriate me.
Water from the side of Christ, wash me.
Passion of Christ, strengthen me.
O good Jesus, hear me.
Within your wounds hide me.
Do not allow me to be separated from you.
From the malevolent enemy defend me.
In the hour of my death call me,
and bid me come to you,
that with your saints I may praise you
forever and ever. Amen.
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Communion Meditation

Tui amoris ignem

Taizé Community

Translation: Holy Spirit come to us, kindle in us the fire of your love. Holy Spirit come to us, Holy Spirit come to us.

Lord’s Prayer
Presider

BCP 364

And now, as our Savior Christ has taught us, we are bold to say,

People and Presider

Our Father, who art in heaven,
hallowed be thy name,
thy kingdom come, thy will be done,
on earth as it is in heaven.
Give us this day our daily bread.
And forgive us our trespasses,
as we forgive those who trespass against us.
And lead us not into temptation,
but deliver us from evil.
For thine is the kingdom,
and the power, and the glory
for ever and ever. Amen.

Commissioning
Presider

Nathan Nettleton

Go out into the world, and labor to bring forth new life.
Dream dreams, pursue visions and speak of God’s goodness
in the words of those who would hear.

Blessing

BCP 366

The Priest blesses the people, saying

The peace of God, which passes all understanding, keep your hearts and minds
in the knowledge and love of God, and of his Son Jesus Christ our Lord;
and the blessing of God Almighty,  the Father, the Son, and the Holy Spirit,
be among you, and remain with you always. Amen.
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V. Going out as God’s People
Sending Hymn

Abbot’s Leigh

Dismissal
Presider
People

Hymnal 511

BCP 366
Alleluia, alleluia. Let us bless the Lord.
Thanks be to God. Alleluia, alleluia.
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What you need to know today …
The Banns of Marriage are published between Patti Fernicola and Jennifer Czylek. You are required to give your consent to their
marriage, if you cannot you are to speak now or else for ever hereafter hold your peace. The wedding date is this coming Saturday,
May 29. This is the third and final time of asking.
Sunday School Class Held through the school year during the 10 AM service; the final class of the season is next Sunday, May 30.
Please contact the co-superintendents Marion Nechuta (marionnechuta@yahoo.com) or Dr. Elizabeth Rees (bethrees09@gmail.com).
Altar Flowers and Sanctuary Candle Each week both are available for personal attribution, to remember loved ones, to honor others,
to celebrate lives. Email the parish office with any questions as to the process. Please note, the deadline is 4 PM Wednesday before
the Sunday being requested; remember that there can be multiple attributions each week. Upcoming:
May 30 In loving memory of Charles Edward Post from Sophie Beier
June 6 In loving memory of Charles Pecoraro, from his daughter Dianne Pecoraro, and grandchildren Sal and Danielle Brown
Sept 12 In loving memory of Joan Collins-Beres from her daughter, Cheryl Pantina

The Parish Office Marion Nechuta is in the office on Thursday afternoons to field phone calls only, no in-person contact is permitted.
Marion may be contacted via the parish email or her cell (908-451-4498) during the rest of the week from 2:30 PM to 5 PM.
Holding a meeting under the TEDS tents? Please call Marion Nechuta (908-451-4498) or email the parish office to reserve a space.
Baptism The sacrament of baptism during this Easter season was offered at the 8 AM in-person and physically-distanced service. Please
pray for the candidates, their parents, and sponsors who were involved. This morning’s catechumen was Matias Juarez.
Baccalaureate Celebration with Bishop Stokes Online today at 3 PM via the Diocese of NJ website, featuring the presentation of
scholarships, a virtual parade of graduates, a multi-language reading of Acts 2:11 for Pentecost, and more.
‘The Liturgical Year through Stained Glass’ is an instructional video created by Trinity’s Confirmation class and using Trinity’s stainedglass windows to illustrate the liturgical seasons; watch it here.
Parish Pledges The parish leadership is so grateful for your faithfulness. Please continue to mail pledges — labeled “To Financial
Secretary” — to Trinity Church, 205 North Avenue East, Cranford, NJ 07016.

What you need to know this week …
The Daily Offices Morning and Evening Prayer are held online Monday through Friday at 8:30 AM and 5 PM respectively.
Intercessory Prayer List Each person on the list is prayed for at Morning Prayer and Evening Prayer. You are encouraged to add and
update your prayer requests; please click on this link. Please remember to move the person you are praying for to the “Thanksgiving for
Healing” section if and when that becomes appropriate.
Trinity Handbell Choir rehearsal is every Wednesday at 6:30 PM in-person The last rehearsal of the season is this week, May 26.
Click here for more information, visit TrinityCranford.org (click Music), or contact Anthony Rafaniello (anthonyrafaniello@gmail.com).
Trinity Virtual Choir rehearsal is every Wednesday at 8 PM online The last rehearsal of the season is this week, May 26. Click here
for more information, visit TrinityCranford.org (click Music), or contact Anthony Rafaniello if you have any questions.
Women’s Bible Study Thursdays from 10 AM to 11:30 AM via Trinity’s online platform. Nancy Miller leaves the discussion on Catherine
of Sienna and moves on to Mechthild (or Matilda) of Magdeburg (1207-1288), the first mystic to write in German, a Beguine, and a
Christian medieval mystic, whose book The Flowing Light of Divinity is a compendium of visions, prayers, dialogs and mystical accounts.
Compline Consider ending your day with the peaceful prayer office of Compline, Thursday nights at 8 PM on Trinity’s online platform.
COVID CONNECT helpline provides support to individuals who are experiencing mental health and substance abuse issues related to
the spread of the COVID-19 virus. Call (833) 223-0011 Monday through Friday, 8 AM to 8 PM.
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What you need to know for the future …
Stamp Out Despair The Ministry for the Imprisoned thanks all who donated for their very generous response which enabled a donation
of 59 books of stamps (valued at $650). Thirteen “Dear Friend” notes to accompany the stamps were also received. Writing a note is
challenging and not much guidance was provided. The goal is a note for each book of stamps, please consider writing one or more notes
and send the notes to the parish office by next Sunday, May 30. Here are some sample ideas:
†
†
†

Dear Friend, I am thinking about you today and praying for you and your loved ones. Remember that God cares for you and that you are never
alone. Peace and hope to you.
Dear Friend, May God be with you and give you comfort, peace and hope.
Dear Friend, I hope these postage stamps enable you to stay in touch with your loved ones at this difficult time. Know that you are not forgotten
and are in our prayers.

CCC/IFHRC Scholarship The recipient of the Cranford Clergy Council/Interfaith Human Relations Committee (CCC/IFHRC) Scholarship
must be a graduating senior from any public or private school and is a congregant of a Cranford House of Worship. The students must
be active in their church or synagogue and must plan to continue their education by attending college or vocational school. This award is
not based on academic or athletic achievement, but on how their faith has encouraged them to serve God and people through volunteerism
in their House of Worship and Community. Applications must be completed and submitted by Noon on June 1.
Trinity Men’s Group meets on the first Saturday of the month from 8 AM to 9 AM online. All men of the parish are invited to explore
the scriptures together. Last week, the discussion centered on the book of the prophet Isaiah. The group’s next meeting is June 5.
Outdoor In-Person Eucharist on Sunday, June 6 at 10 AM. The parish will bid farewell to Joe and Julia Bardzilowski during this service
as they prepare for their move out of the area. There will be a fellowship hour after the service with an ice cream truck and other snacks.
Click here to sign up for the service.
The Trinity Cranford ECW Scholarship Committee is now accepting requests from qualifying 2021 high school graduates who are active
parishioners of Trinity, and accepted and attending (or planning to attend) an institute of higher learning in 2021. Email the office by
June 11; an application will be sent. For questions, call Holly Ives (908-277-2821) or Marion Nechuta (908-451-4498).
Second Quarterly Men’s Group Hike We had so much fun on our men’s group retreat/hike that we decided to make it a regular event.
Our next hike is on Saturday, June 12 from 9:30 AM till 12 PM at Seeleys Pond in the Watchung Reservation. Participants are directed
to Seeleys Pond parking lot, Berkeley Heights (entrance just off Diamond Hill Road). The hike is mostly flat, and lasts for a little more
than one hour. If you do not feel that the hike is right for you, please consider joining us for the fellowship and the prayer service before
the hike commences. Please R.S.V.P. to Casey Woodruff (908-868-4915 or cwoodruff@jonbramnick.com).
Game Night Confirmation Class vs. Sunday School Sunday, June 13 from 5 PM to 6:30 PM under the tents. Games for all ages; which
team will win the most? A link to register will be provided closer to the date.
Trinity Women’s Group meets on the second Monday of the month from 7 PM to 8 PM online. All women of the parish are invited to
explore the scriptures together. The next meeting is June 14.
Cranford’s Equity and Inclusivity Initiative invites young adults (ages 14 to 20) to discuss issues of race and ethnicity. Click here for
more information and to register.
Mystagogia is the period when believers contemplate the Church’s life and sacraments. As part of the Year of Eucharist, the 150th
Liturgical Committee offers an online class delving into the mysteries of the Eucharist. The class takes the form of an instructed Eucharist
followed by discussion time. The last class will be this Thursday, May 27 focusing on the Sending Rite of the Liturgy.

Trinity Episcopal Church
205 North Avenue, East, Cranford NJ 07016
Parish Phone: 908–276–4047 — Email: TrinityCranford@gmail.com

Visit our website: TrinityCranford.org

The Rev. Andrew David Kruger, Rector of the Parish
Personal Cell: (609) 933-5227 — Email: fr.andrew.kruger@gmail.com
Pastor’s Sabbath: Father Andy takes his rest on Mondays
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Lectionary & Liturgy
Pentecost is the great festival that marks the birth of the Christian church by the power of the Holy Spirit. Pentecost means “fiftieth day” and
is celebrated fifty days after Easter Sunday. It is the culmination of the Great Fifty Days of the Easter Season. The Day of Pentecost is one of
the seven principal feasts of the church year in the Episcopal Church (BCP, p. 15), and is identified by the BCP as one of the feasts that is
“especially appropriate” for baptism (p. 312). The other four are Easter, the feast of the Baptism of our Lord, All Saints’ Day or the Sunday
following, and the time of the Bishop’s visitation.
The Holy Spirit is the agent whereby the Risen Christ is made present to the church. The Day of Pentecost does not mark the beginning of the
Holy Spirit’s work in the world, as is sometimes wrongly supposed. Only St Luke describes the events of this Day, and in St Luke’s Gospel the
Holy Spirit is at work from the very first chapter onward, beginning with the angelic announcement of the births of John the Baptist and Jesus
of Nazareth (Luke 1:15, 35). St Luke is clear that the Spirit of God is ever active in creation. What is “new” about Pentecost is that this same
Spirit who has worked in many ways now constitutes the church of God. Thus the Day of Pentecost in Christian worship is primarily about the
church as corporate community.
The Day is, to use the terms of formal theology, “ecclesiological in focus.” That is, this Day is not about the work of the Spirit in the hearts of
individual believers; there is ample opportunity to deal with that work throughout the year. The Day of Pentecost is about the formation of the
church out of a frightened band of followers; that tight-lipped crowd, which had huddled timidly behind closed doors, is thrust by the Spirit into
the streets of Jerusalem to proclaim the gospel in terms everyone can understand.
How are we to account for this change? Only by recognizing that the Spirit is the One who forms the church by making the Risen Christ
manifest in power. That formation has to do with us as clearly as with the apostolic band twenty centuries ago. Still the Spirit mediates to the
church the Resurrection Presence unfettered by time or space, so we who are timid in the faith may become the community of faith, boldly
witnessing in the world.
†

Gathering Hymn – Words: Venantius Honorius Fortunatus (540-600); tr. English Hymnal 1906. Music: Ralph Vaugh Williams (18721958). Words and music by permission of Oxford University Press. Fortunatus is best known for a hymn that later inspired St Thomas
Aquinas’s Pange Lingua Gloriosi Corporis Mysterium. His hymns are used extensively in the Hymnal 1982 of the Episcopal Church. In his
time, Fortunatus filled a great social desire for Latin poetry. He was one of the most prominent poets at this point, and used his poetry
to advance in society, to promote political ideas he supported, and to pass on personal thoughts and communications. He was a master
wordsmith and because of his promotion of the church, as well as the Roman tendencies of the Frankish royalty, he remained in favor
with most of his acquaintances throughout his lifetime.

†

In Excelsis Gloria – Words: Anonymous, 15th cent. medieval. Music: William James Mathias (1934-1992) © 1976 Oxford University Press.
Written while a student at the University of Wales, Aberystwyth for the Elizabethan Madrigal Singers.

†

Collect of the Day – Alluding to the Pentecost event recorded in Acts 2 and new to this revision,.it stresses the universality and
missionary implications of the Gospel. Basic to the collect is the second of the collects of the Mass for Pentecost in the Gelasian
sacramentary.–[Notes on the American Prayer Book by Marion Hatchett]

†

Psalter – Plainsong dates from the earliest centuries of Christianity. It has one melody traditionally sung without musical
accompaniment, and based on the psalms. Editor James Litton (an American musician) directed the American Boychoir from 1985 to
2001 and is one of the leading choral conductors. He was a member of the Standing Commission on Church Music, participated in the
publication of the Hymnal 1982, and is a Fellow of the Royal School of Church Music, one of 7 Americans to receive this honor.

†

* Nicene Creed – This version is designed to contain “all the expansive language texts currently authorized.” It is almost identical to
the version in the BCP. The omission of the words ‘and the Son’ (filioque) restores the text of the Creed to the original wording agreed
upon at the Fourth Ecumenical Council of Constantinople (381 CE). The addition of that phrase was a later development implemented
only in the Western Church and without the approval of a General Council.

†

Offertory Anthem – Words: Bishop John Cosin (1594-1672). Music: Eric Harding Thiman (1900-1975).

†

Communion Meditation – Words: Taizé Community. Music: Jacques Berthier (1923-1994) © 1978, 1980, 1981, Les Presses de Taizé, GIA
Publications, Inc. In 1955, Berthier, a French composer of liturgical music, was asked to compose music for the nascent community of
20 brothers at Taizé Community. In 1975, he returned and for the next 20 years built up a body of church music that is widely used in
North American church music in both Roman Catholic and Protestant traditions. Until his death he served for 33 years as organist at
St. Ignace Church, Paris; he requested that none of his own music be used in his funeral at Saint-Sulpice.

†

Sending Hymn – Words: Timothy Rees (1874-1939) © held by A.R. Mowbray & Co. Ltd. Music: Cyril Vincent Taylor (1909-1991)
composed it while he was working for the Religious Broadcasting Department of the BBC, naming it for a village near Bristol, England
(Bristol was wartime headquarters for the BBC). © 1942, Renewal 1970 by Hope Publishing Company, Carol Stream, IL 60188. All
Rights Reserved. Used by permission.
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A Vision for Sundays in the Future
This past Saturday Trinity’s Rector, Vestry and Staff met to discuss our path to post pandemic life. It’s important to preface this
proposed vision with an acknowledgement that the Diocesan pandemic guidelines remain in place, and that planning during a
pandemic is not an exact science. Thus the plan offered below is based on the hope that Union County’s infection rate will continue
to decrease. Obviously, a dramatic spike in infections due to some new variant, or other unforeseen development, could force us to
adapt our plans. Nevertheless the Rector, Vestry and Staff are eager to transition back to in-person worship at both Sunday services
soon. With this in mind we offer the following roadmap back to in-person Sunday Worship:
May
o

Continue with current rhythm of services

o
o
o

Restrictions: Increase capacity from 26 units to 40 units (1 unit may represent 1 person or a household of 3) & drop KN95 mandate (back
to normal masks)
Worship Pattern: 8 AM in-person & 10 AM online
Exception: June 6 – 1 outdoor service at 10 AM

o
o
o

Restrictions: Capacity and masking requirements remain in place until relaxed by the Diocese
Worship Pattern: 9 AM in-person service streamed on Zoom
Exception: July 11 – 1 outdoor service at 9 AM

August
o
o
o

Restrictions: Capacity and masking requirements remain in place until relaxed by the Diocese
Worship Pattern: 9 AM in-person service streamed on Zoom
Exception: Aug 8 – 1 outdoor service at 9 AM

June

July

September
o Restrictions: Capacity and masking requirements remain in place until relaxed by the Diocese
o Worship Pattern: 8 AM in-person & 10 AM in-person with 10 AM streamed on Zoom
o Exception: September 12 – 1 outdoor service at 10 AM for Round-up Sunday

The plan includes the intentional phasing out of streamed services during September, and certainly by October we anticipate being
exclusively in-person on Sundays. The daily office, meetings, and adult education are likely to continue online or some hybrid (inperson and online) version at least for the summer and quite possibly into the future. However, the leadership are convinced that
Eucharistic worship finds its fullest expression when we gather together in-person. Spiritual Communion, while perfectly legitimate
during the extreme circumstances of a pandemic, was always a temporary solution for us.
The Vestry will be allocating resources to enable the daily offices, meetings, and adult education to operate in a hybrid (online and inperson) capacity, but when it comes to the Eucharist we choose to pour our energy and resources into helping parishioners get to
church, and bringing the sacrament to those who are shut-in. Over the past year it has been such a blessing to connect with folks
from distant states on Sunday, and so the return to in-person worship is tinged with some sadness. On this score, we are comforted
by the opportunity for continued connection during the daily offices, and encouraged to know that our out-of-state friends will enrich
their local churches on Sundays.
A crucial piece of our planning includes the decision to have at least one outdoor in-person service each month. We recognize that
many parishioners are now vaccinated and eager to return to church as we remember it. However, we are particularly mindful of
children who are not yet eligible for the vaccine, and those with medical conditions that prohibit them from receiving the vaccine.
Even though the protocols for our in-door services make them extremely safe, we hope that families with young children and those
prohibited from receiving the vaccine will feel safe at our outdoor services.
Finally, included are the theological/liturgical guidelines for authentic worship that shaped this plan:
I.
II.
III.
IV.
V.
VI.
VII.

Must be live and alive
Should always invite full participation
The season, day and time matter for forming community
The local Body of Christ must be geographically located and physically embodied
Spiritual Communion is permitted only in extreme circumstances
Care for the most vulnerable is our priority
Sabbath rest is vital
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