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THE SERVICE OF LIGHT 

Lighting the New Fire           Common Worship 

Dear brothers and sisters in Christ, on this most holy night, when our Lord Jesus 
Christ passed from death to life, the Church invites her children throughout the 
world to come together in vigil and prayer.  This is the Passover of the Lord.  We 
remember his death and resurrection by hearing his word and celebrating his 
mysteries, confident that we shall share his victory over death and live with him for 
ever in God. 

The new fire is kindled, then the Presider says 

Let us pray. 

Almighty God, this night explodes with the radiance of the risen Christ:  set us 
ablaze with the power of your love and propel us into the world to proclaim the 
gospel of the living Lord; who is alive and reigns with you and the Holy Spirit, one 
God, now and for ever.  Amen. 

Lighting the Paschal Candle          Common Worship 

A minister brings the Paschal Candle to the Presider who traces the symbols.  As the vertical of the cross is 
traced the Presider says 
Christ, yesterday and today, 

As the horizontal is traced the Presider says 
the beginning and the end, 

As the Alpha is traced 
Alpha, 

As the Omega is traced 
and Omega, 

As the first number of the year is traced the Presider says 
all time belongs to him, 
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As the second number is traced 
and all ages; 

As the third number is traced 
to him be glory and power, 

As the fourth number is traced 
through every age and for ever.  Amen. 

Five nails are inserted into the Candle, reminding us of the five wounds of Christ.   
As each is inserted the presider says 
By his holy and glorious wounds may Christ our Lord guard and keep us.  Amen. 

The Presider lights the Paschal Candle, saying 
May the light of Christ, rising in glory,  
banish all darkness from our hearts and minds. 

Then the Presider chants 

Exsultet                    BCP 286 

The Paschal Candle is placed in its stand, and the Cantor, standing near it sings the Exsultet 

Rejoice now, heavenly hosts and choirs of angels, and let your trumpets shout 
Salvation for the victory of our mighty King.   

Rejoice and sing now, all the round earth, bright with a glorious splendor, for 
darkness has been vanquished by our eternal King. 

Rejoice and be glad now, Mother Church, and let your holy courts, in radiant light, 
resound with the praises of your people.   
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All you who stand near this marvelous and holy flame, pray with me to God the 
Almighty for the grace to sing the worthy praise of this great light; through Jesus 
Christ his Son our Lord, who lives and reigns with him, in the unity of the Holy 

Spirit, one God… 

It is truly right and good, always and everywhere, with our whole heart and mind 
and voice, to praise you, the invisible, almighty, and eternal God, and your only-
begotten Son, Jesus Christ our Lord; for he is the true Paschal Lamb, who at the 

feast of the Passover paid for us the debt of Adam’s sin, and by his blood delivered 
your faithful people.   

This is the night, when you brought our fathers, the children of Israel, out of 
bondage in Egypt, and led them through the Red Sea on dry land.   
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This is the night, when all who believe in Christ are delivered from the gloom of sin, 
and are restored to grace and holiness of life. 

This is the night, when Christ broke the bonds of death and hell, and rose 
victorious from the grave.    

How wonderful and beyond our knowing, O God, is your mercy and loving-kindness 
to us, that to redeem a slave, you gave a Son. 

How holy is this night, when wickedness is put to flight, and sin is washed away. It 
restores innocence to the fallen, and joy to those who mourn. It casts out pride and 

hatred, and brings peace and concord. 

How blessed is this night, when earth and heaven are joined and man is reconciled 
to God. 

Holy Father, accept our evening sacrifice, the offering of this candle in your honor. 
May it shine continually to drive away all darkness.  May Christ, the Morning Star 
who knows no setting, find it ever burning — he who gives his light to all creation, 

and who lives and reigns for ever and ever.  

THE VIGIL 

The People may be seated. 

Introduction              Common Worship 

As we await the risen Christ, let us hear the record of God’s saving deeds in history, 
recalling how he saved his people in ages past and in the fullness of time sent his 
Son to be our Redeemer; and let us pray that through this Easter celebration God 
may bring to perfection in each of us the saving work he has begun. 
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Moses and the Burning Bush           Exodus 3:1-6 

Casey Woodruff narrates the text.  Then the people stand for song and prayer. 

The Lord is my Light        Psalm 27          David Haas 

The Lord is my light and my help: whom should I fear? 
The Lord is the stronghold of my life: before whom should I shrink?   Antiphon 

There is one thing I ask of the Lord: for this I long; 
To live in the house of the Lord all the days of my life.   Antiphon 

I believe I shall see the goodness of the Lord in the land of the living; 
Hope in God, and take heart. Hope in the Lord!   Antiphon 

Collect               Common Worship 

Let us pray. 

God, who in generous mercy sent the Holy Spirit  
upon your Church in the burning fire of your love:  
grant that your people may be fervent in the fellowship of the gospel that,  
always abiding in you, they may be found steadfast in faith and active in service; 
through Jesus Christ your Son our Lord.  Amen. 
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Crossing the Red Sea       Exodus 14:10-end; 15:1a 

The people sit and Elizabeth Broccoli narrates the text.  Then the people stand for song and prayer. 

Song at the Sea    Exodus 15        Nimah O’Kelly-Fischer 
 

I will sing to the Lord, in glory triumphant;  
horse and rider are thrown to the sea.  
God of strength, of song, of salvation,  

God of mine, hear these praises.   Antiphon 

My God is a warrior whose name is “The Lord.”   
Pharaoh's army is thrown to the sea. 

Your right hand is magnificent in power,  
your right hand has crush the enemy.   Antiphon 

In your mercy you led the people you redeemed.   
You brought them to your sacred home.   

There you will plant them on the mountain that is yours.   
The Lord shall reign forever!   Antiphon 

Collect               Common Worship 

Let us pray. 

Lord God our redeemer, who heard the cry of your people and sent your servant 
Moses to lead them out of slavery: free us from the tyranny of sin and death and,  
by the leading of your Spirit, bring us to our promised land;  
through Jesus Christ our Lord.  Amen. 

Page  of 7 12

Nimah O'Kelly-Fischer
Song at the Sea

Exodus 15

              
y.drous glorin wonis cov eredLord whoto theus singLet

Antiphon



The Three Young Men in the furnace        Daniel 3:1-28 

The people sit and Andrew Kruger narrates the text.  Then the people stand for song and prayer. 

Song of the Three Children  Daniel 3    Richard Proulx 
 

Lord, God of Creation, you are blest and adored.  Antiphon 

For the glory of your holy name, you are blest and adored.  Antiphon 

For the splendor of your temple, you are blest and adored.  Antiphon 

On the throne of your majesty, you are blest and adored.  Antiphon 

Throned upon the Cherubim,  

plumbing the depths, you are blest and adored.  Antiphon 

In the high vault of heaven, you are blest and adored.  Antiphon 

Father, Son, and Holy Spirit, you are blest and adored.  Antiphon 

Collect               Common Worship 

Let us pray. 

O God, you know us to be set in the midst of so many and great dangers,  
that by reason of the frailty of our nature we cannot always stand upright:  
grant to us such strength and protection as may support us in all dangers  
 and carry us through all temptations;  
through Jesus Christ your Son our Lord.  Amen. 

Page  of 8 12

Richard Proulx

Daniel 3
Song of the Three Children

        
ev er.all forboveed aex altandPraised

Antiphon



In Praise of Wisdom        Proverbs 8:1-8, 19-21; 9:4b-6 

The people sit and Piper Ferriter narrates the text.  Then the people stand for song and prayer. 

A Song of Wisdom   Canticle A      R. Duck & D. Hurd Adp 

 

Wisdom freed from a nation of oppressors, a holy people and a blameless race.   
She entered the soul of a servant of the Lord,  

withstood dread rulers with wonders and signs.    Antiphon 

To the saints she gave the reward of their labors, and led them by a marvelous way: 
She was their shelter by day and a blaze of stars by night.    Antiphon 

She brought them across the Red Sea, she led them through the mighty waters; 
But their enemies she swallowed in the wave  

and spewed them out from the depths of the abyss.    Antiphon 

And then, Lord, the righteous sang hymns to your Name,  
and praised with one voice your protecting hand;  

For Wisdom opened the mouths of the mute,  
and gave speech to the tongues of a new-born people.    Antiphon 

Collect               Common Worship 

Let us pray. 

O God, forasmuch as without you we are not able to please you;  
mercifully grant that your Holy Spirit may in all things direct and rule our hearts;  
through Jesus Christ your Son our Lord.  Amen. 
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Alleluia                Nancy Miller 

The risen Lord is in our midst; the Lord is risen indeed. 

The Empty Tomb             Mark 16:1-8 

The Holy Gospel of our Lord Jesus Christ according to St Mark. 
Glory to you, Lord Christ. 

When the sabbath was over, Mary Magdalene, and Mary the mother of James, and 
Salome bought spices, so that they might go and anoint him.  And very early on the 
first day of the week, when the sun had risen, they went to the tomb.  They had 
been saying to one another, “Who will roll away the stone for us from the entrance 
to the tomb?”   

When they looked up, they saw that the stone, which was very large, had already 
been rolled back.  As they entered the tomb, they saw a young man, dressed in a 
white robe, sitting on the right side; and they were alarmed.  But he said to them, 
“Do not be alarmed; you are looking for Jesus of Nazareth, who was crucified.  He 
has been raised; he is not here.  Look, there is the place they laid him.  But go, tell 
his disciples and Peter that he is going ahead of you to Galilee; there you will see 
him, just as he told you.”   

So they went out and fled from the tomb, for terror and amazement had seized 
them; and they said nothing to anyone, for they were afraid. And all that had been 
commanded them they told briefly to those around Peter. And afterward Jesus 
himself sent out through them, from east to west, the sacred and imperishable 
proclamation of eternal salvation. 

The Gospel of the Lord. 
Praise to you, Lord Christ. 
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Epistle                      Acts 10:34-43 

Reader        A reading from the Acts of the Apostles. 

Peter began to speak to Cornelius and the other Gentiles:  “I truly understand that God shows no partiality, 
but in every nation anyone who fears him and does what is right is acceptable to him.  You know the message 
he sent to the people of Israel, preaching peace by Jesus Christ—he is Lord of all.  That message spread 
throughout Judea, beginning in Galilee after the baptism that John announced: how God anointed Jesus of 
Nazareth with the Holy Spirit and with power; how he went about doing good and healing all who were 
oppressed by the devil, for God was with him.   

We are witnesses to all that he did both in Judea and in Jerusalem.  They put him to death by hanging him 
on a tree; but God raised him on the third day and allowed him to appear, not to all the people but to us who 
were chosen by God as witnesses, and who ate and drank with him after he rose from the dead.  He 
commanded us to preach to the people and to testify that he is the one ordained by God as judge of the living 
and the dead.  All the prophets testify about him that everyone who believes in him receives forgiveness of 
sins through his name.” 

Reader  The Word of the Lord.  
People  Thanks be to God.  

Gospel Acclamation                                     Alleluia                                       Nancy Miller 

 

Holy Gospel                                                                                                     Mark 16:1-8 

Presider  ?  The Holy Gospel of our Lord Jesus Christ according to St Mark. 
People  Glory to you, Lord Christ. 



The Day of Resurrection   Ellacombe           H 210 
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Those wishing to keep vigil at home  
are encouraged to read the great stories of  the faith appointed for the Paschal Vigil. 

The narratives we heard this evening are in bold. 

Genesis 1.1 – 2.4a  (The Creation) 
Genesis 3  (The Fall) 

Genesis 7.1-5, 11-18; 8.6-19; 9.8-13  (Noah and the flood) 
Genesis 22.1-18  (Abraham and Isaac) 

Exodus 3.1-6  (Moses and the burning bush) 
Exodus 12.1-24  (The Passover) 

Exodus 14.10-end; 15.1a  (Crossing the Red Sea) 
Ruth 1.15-18; 2.1-13; 4.13-17  (The faithfulness of  Ruth) 

1 Samuel 1.1-end  (Hannah and the birth of  Samuel) 
Proverbs 8.1-8, 19-21; 9.4b-6  (In praise of  wisdom) 

Isaiah 54.5-15  (I will save you from all your afflictions) 
Isaiah 55.1-11  (Let us return to the Lord who saves us) 

Isaiah 66.6-16  (The Lord is like a mother) 
Jeremiah 31.31-34  (God promises a new heart) 

Ezekiel 36.24-28  (Sprinkled with the water of  life) 
Ezekiel 37.1-14  (The valley of  dry bones) 

Ezekiel 47.1-12  (The river of  life) 
Daniel 3.1-28  (The three young men in the furnace) 

Daniel 6.1-24  (Daniel in the lions’ den) 
Jonah 1.1 – 2.10  (Jonah and the fish) 

Zephaniah 3.14-end  (Jerusalem praises God) 
Baruch 3.9-15, 32 – 4.4  (The commandments of  life) 

The Paschal Vigil continues with the renewal of  Baptismal Vows  
& Holy Eucharist tomorrow at 6:30 AM on the North Avenue Lawns. 
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